SEVENTH DAY ADVENTI STS And THEIR WORK. p. 1, Para. 1,
[ WORK] .

By Uiah Smith p. 1, Para. 1, [WORK].

THE questions, "Wio are these people known as Sevent h-day
Adventists?" and "What is the work they are trying to do?"
are being asked nore and nore anong the people of our |and,
as our cause is comng nore promnently before them Many,
i gnorant of what they affirm or pronpted by a spirit of
opposi ti on, answer these questions with the nost grotesque
and foolish msrepresentations. W are happy, when
opportunity occurs, to answer themfor ourselves; for the
apostle tells us to be ready always to give to every man

t hat asketh us a reason of the hope that is in us with
meekness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15. Under an assuned
conversation between an inquirer and a Sevent h- day
Adventist, a concise answer to these queries may perhaps be
nost conveniently given. p. 1, Para. 2, [WORK].

Inquirer -- Wiy do you take the nane Sevent h-day
Adventist? p. 1, Para. 3, [WORK].

Adventist -- This nane is assuned by us for two reasons:
one is to distinguish us from other organized Christian
bodi es, and another is to show the nature of our work. p.
1, Para. 4, [WORK].

To call ourselves "Disciples,” "Christians,” "Church of
God," or by many other nanes that m ght be nentioned, would
be of no account, because such a nanme woul d not distinguish
us fromothers who have the sane nane. Secondly, the nane
we have taken indicates that we have enlisted in a work
whi ch we understand fromthe Scriptures is to be done in
the present generation, having for its chief
characteristics the keeping of the seventh day as the
Sabbat h, and a belief in, and promul gation of, the doctrine
of the second personal coming of Christ as now at the door.

p. 1, Para. 5, [WORK].

I. -- Wien did this novenment begin? p. 2, Para. 1,
[ WORK] .

A. -- A few Adventists began to observe the seventh day
just before the passing of the time set for the Lord to
cone, COct. 22, 1844. p. 2, Para. 2, [WORK].



I. -- Then did you once set atine for the Lord to cone?

p. 2, Para. 3, [WORK].

A. -- No; not as Seventh-day Adventists; for this view of
the tinme had becone a settled belief of the Adventists
before any of them had begun to keep the seventh day. Never
since such views were advocated and received as nade us
Sevent h-day Adventists, has any tine been set by us for our
Lord to cone; and it never can be, according to our views
of the prophetic periods. p. 2, Para. 4, [WORK].

I. -- Wien, then, do the people known as Sevent h- day
Adventists, date their origin? p. 2, Para. 5, [WORK].

A -- In the followi ng year, 1845; for then were brought
out the views on the subject of the sanctuary, which
expl ai ned why the Lord did not conme in 1844, as had been
expected, and furnished additional evidence concerning our
duty to turn to the observance of the seventh day as the
Sabbath of the Lord. p. 2, Para. 6, [WORK].

I. -- What is this doctrine of the sanctuary, of which you
speak, and how did it explain the previous disappointnent?

p. 2, Para. 7, [WORK].

A. -- The prophecy on which the setting of the tinme for
the Lord to cone was based, was that of Dan. 8:14: "Unto
two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.” It was easy to ascertain that the
days would end in the autumm of 1844. "Then," said the
prophecy, "the sanctuary shall be cleansed."” Adventists
reasoned that the earth was the sanctuary, and that its
cl eansing was to be by fire. But the earth, they said, is
not to be destroyed by fire, according to the Scriptures,
until Christ cones; hence the comng of Christ is thento
take place. They therefore made this the burden of their
nmessage, and proclaimed that Christ would cone at the end
of the days, in 1844. But when the tinme passed, and Chri st
did not cone, they carefully re-exam ned the subject. They
found no flaw in the reckonings respecting the tinme; but
they did find that the earth, according to the Scriptures,
was not the sanctuary, but that in every instance of the
one hundred and forty-four tines the word "sanctuary"
occurs in the Bible, it refers either to the tabernacle
built by Moses, or to the antitype of that tabernacle,
which Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews, says is the



"Sanctuary" and "true tabernacle” in heaven, where Christ
is now acting as priest and nediator for the world. This
connecti on between the Msaic type and Christian antitype
bei ng seen, a flood of |ight was at once thrown upon many
Scripture questions. p. 3, Para. 1, [WORK].

In the type the high priest cleansed the sanctuary by a
speci al service once every year, and he did this by going
into the second apartnent of the tabernacle and maki ng an
atonement. p. 3, Para. 2, [WORK].

When Chri st died upon the cross, type gave place to
antitype; the tabernacle of Mses gave place to the
sanctuary and true tabernacle in heaven, of which Christ is
mnister, as is plainly stated by Paul in Heb. 8:1, 2, and
the work of the priests on earth then gave place to the
work of Christ as our great high priest in heaven. The
tenple or sanctuary in heaven has two apartnents, -- the
holy, and the nost holy place (for the earthly sanctuary
had two such places, and it was built after the "pattern”
of the heavenly;) and Christ mnisters in both these
apartnments of the heavenly tenple, as the high priests
m ni stered here upon the earth. Heb. 9:23; 8:4, 5. p. 3,
Para. 3, [WORK].

So when the tinme cones for this sanctuary to be cl eansed
in heaven, as the apostle in Heb. 9:23 says that it nust
be, Christ sinply passes into the nost holy place of the
sanctuary above, there to nake the atonenent, which is the
cl eansing of the sanctuary, and thus meke ready a people
for H's kingdom before He conmes in the clouds of heaven to
receive themto H nself. This shows why He did not cone in
1844, when the prophecy said only that then the sanctuary
shoul d be cleansed. Instead of comng to this earth He was
to enter into the second apartnent of the sanctuary in
heaven, and there close Hs work as priest, make an
atonenent, and cl eanse the sanctuary. He does not do this
every year, like the priests in the type, but in one great
round of service once for all, beginning with H s ascension
to heaven, and ending with H's second advent. In this work
of cleansing the sanctuary he has been engaged since the
end of the twenty-three hundred days, in 1844, according to
t he prophecy. Wien this is finished, then He will conme the
second time without sin (or a sin offering) unto sal vation.
Heb. 9:28. p. 4, Para. 1, [WORK].

Seeing, then, that Christ had entered the second apartnent



of the sanctuary to make the atonenent, the mnds of those
who accepted this view were naturally |led to consider that
apartnent, the furniture it contained, and the object of
the work to be perfornmed therein. p. 4, Para. 2, [WORK].

The nost holy place of the sanctuary was the apartnent in
which the ark of the testanent was al ways situated. Ex.
25:16, 21; 31:18. The ark was called the ark of the
t estanent, because it contained the ten commandnents, or
testinony, witten upon the two tables of stone by the
finger of God. Ex. 25:16; 31:18; Deut. 10:5. But John, as
stated in Rev. 11:19, sees the ark in heaven, when that
apartnent of the heavenly tenple where it is situated was
opened; and it is there called "the ark of His testanent,”
for the reason that it contains the same | aw which gave it
this name upon the earth. The |aw of the ten conmandnents,
therefore, as placed in the sanctuary on earth, was sinply
a copy of those commandnents which are in the ark in
heaven. This connection between type and antitype
denonstrates that the lawin the ark in heaven nust read
just as it did in the ark on earth. This precludes utterly
and forever the ideas of any change in the law. It can not
possibly read one way in type, and a different way in the
antitype; hence the seventh day of the lawas it is in
heaven, neans just what it did when spoken from Sinai, and
guarded every week by the threefold mracle of the manna
given to the people in their journey of forty years to
Canaan, every day, excepting the seventh day of the week.
This was the seventh day of that week which has cone down
fromthat day to this, wthout change. p. 5, Para. 1,

[ WORK] .

It is, therefore, utterly futile to harbor the idea of any
change in the |law of the Sabbath of the fourth commandnent
of the decal ogue, or the idea that that conmandnent has
been abolished by the substitution of another day than the
seventh day of the week, as the Lord' s day. Again, the
twenty-three hundred days is the | ongest prophetic period
brought to viewin the Bible, and reaches down to a | ater
poi nt than any other; but this period has now ended; hence
it wll be seen that we can never set a tine for the com ng
of the Lord; for no prophetic period reveal ed reaches to
that advent; and there are, consequently, no data on which
to build an argunent in that respect. W are in that tine
of which the prophet speaks when he says: "Hence is the
pati ence of the saints; here are they that keep the
commandnents of God, and the faith of Jesus." Rev. 14:12.



p. 5 Para. 2, [WORK].

. -- All, of course, did not adopt the views you have
suggest ed; what becane of the other Adventists when the
time passed? p. 6, Para. 1, [WORK].

A. -- They went into great confusion and great fanaticism
but their fundanental error was in still holding to their
old view of the sanctuary, and com ng to the concl usion
that the mstake was in regard to the tinme; for that nade
it logically necessary for them ever afterward, to try to
readj ust the prophetic periods. Thus they fell into the
error of continually setting newtines for the Lord to
appear, as often as the previous tines set were proved to
be wong. In this work they were, of course, always dooned
to disappointnent. And this is one great difference between
them and Sevent h-day Adventists. Seventh-day Adventists |et
the argunents on the subject of tinme stand as they were,
still believing themto be invul nerable, but their study of
the sanctuary question elicited new |ight, which they
followed. p. 6, Para. 2, [WORK].

On the other hand, First-day Adventists still clung to
their views of the subject of the sanctuary, and went to
work to readjust their theory in regard to tinme, holding
their former views on that subject to be wong, and that
t he days have not yet ended. Hence, as already stated, they
have been enployed in fixing newtinmes for the Lord to
conme. They can present no harnoni ous theory upon the point.
They have set forth so many conflicting theories, one after
anot her, that people have conme to | ook upon their
expositions as nere nmakeshifts and guesswork, which in
reality they are, so far as they pertain to the prophetic
periods. They are without chart and conpass, and are naking
no i nmpression upon the world. p. 6, Para. 3, [WORK].

I. -- Who are the pioneers in this work? p. 7, Para. 1,
[ WORK] .

A. -- Elder Joseph Bates was the first to comence the
observance of the Sabbath as connected with the third

angel 's nessage of Rev. 14:9-12, and was its pioneer in
some of the western states; Elder Janes Wite was the
founder of the publishing work; Ms. E.G Wite, in the
exercise of the gift of prophecy, one of the gifts
expressly placed in the church, and designed to continue to
the end (1 Cor., Chap. 12; 1:7; Eph. 4:7-13,) has given the



spiritual nould to the work; and Elder J. N Andrews, with
a mnd of wonderful clearness and | ogical power, laid broad
and deep the theoretical pillars on which our system of
faith rests. Ms. Wiite is still alive and active; all the
ot hers named have passed away. p. 7, Para. 2, [WORK].

I. -- Did not the death of these | aborers retard your
wor k, and threaten the very existence of your cause? p. 7,
Para. 3, [WORK].

A. -- Many predicted that the novenent would disintegrate
and cone to nothing when these abl e pioneers were taken
away; but it has noved steadily forward, showing that it is
not dependent upon nmen, however able and efficient they may
be, or however prom nently the Lord may have used themin
the work. p. 7, Para. 4, [WORK].

I. -- Have you not had opposition and enem es to contest
your progress? p. 8, Para. 1, [WORK].

A. -- Yes, opposition of every kind; the genera

opposi tion which cones fromw thout, from open enem es, and
opposi tion and defection which come fromw thin. But such
things we are to expect. The gospel net gathers of every

ki nd. The Reformation had obstacles not only from open
enem es and organi zed opposition of the established church,
and the nations of the earth, but fromfanatical movenents
of those who were its professed friends; and even the

di sciples of the Lord had a Judas anong their nunber. There
are always men who think everything is not just as it
shoul d be, and who seemto think that their skill is
necessary to put things in proper shape, and to insure
their continuance. p. 8, Para. 2, [WRK].

Sonme have believed that a novenent containing the doctrine
of the Sabbath wi thout that of the second advent, would be
the right kind; others have thought that a cause having the
doctrine of the advent w thout that of the Sabbath, would
be nore prosperous; others have clained that the teaching
of the advent and of the Sabbath w thout that of spiritual
gifts, was necessary to the progress and triunph of the
wor k; and all these have been tried sufficiently, it would
seem to satisfy the nost exacting. p. 8, Para. 3, [WORK].

The Sevent h-day Baptists have the Sabbath w thout the
advent; the First-day Adventists have the advent w thout
t he Sabbath. But what are they doing to influence the



world, and draw themto their teaching? -- Conparatively
little. Factions have broken off from our own body who have
had the advent and the Sabbath wi thout spiritual gifts; but
t hese have already entirely failed, or are eking out a
precarious and feeble existence. In 1854, 1856, and 1865,
opposition of this kind broke out anong us, but all having
failed, we have a further object |esson, furnishing another
evidence that the work is not of man, and that man can do
nothing to overthrowit. p. 8, Para. 4, [WRK].

Qur cause has gone constantly forward with unretarded pace
and unshaken credit; and these opposers have di sappeared
and been lost in the fog of their own creating. p. 9,

Para. 1, [WORK].

I. -- You consider, | understand, the press an inportant
factor in your work? p. 9, Para. 2, [WORK].

A. --Yes; the publishing work was started by El der Wite,
al ready nentioned, as far back as 1849. In 1850, the first
periodical, called the Present Truth, was enlarged, and the
nanme changed to the Advent Revi ew and Sabbath Herald. This
paper is still issued under the sane nane, as the organ of
t he denom nation. The central office of publication is
Battle Creek, M ch. O her periodicals have been added,
until their present nunber anpunts to twenty-two, in the
| eadi ng | anguages of the world, besides the |ocal papers
issued in nmany of the thirty-six of our conferences, which
cover the field of our work in this and foreign |lands. p.
9, Para. 3, [WORK].

I. -- You also have an interest in educational natters?

p. 9, Para. 4, [WORK].

A. -- Yes; over twenty-five years ago an interest began to
be awakened in this line of work. It has grown until at
this witing, 1896, we have six colleges, or semnaries,
and several academ es and industrial schools, besides
nuner ous church schools. p. 9, Para. 5, [WORK].

I. -- In the nedical and health [ines, | learn you have
sone enterprises already in operation. p. 10, Para. 1,
[ WORK] .

A. -- Yes; interest on these subjects has resulted in the
establishment in Battle Creek, Mch., of the |argest and
nmost thoroughly equi pped sanitariumin the worl d. Besides



this, there are three others already opened in this
country, and two in foreign lands, all of which are
designed to be effective agents in nedical mssionary work.
A nedi cal coll ege was opened | ast year. p. 10, Para. 2,

[ WORK] .

. -- How do you organize your churches and raise funds
for your work? p. 10, Para. 3, [WORK].

A. -- Qur organization is very sinple. A body of believers
associ ate together, taking the nane of the Seventh-day
Adventi st Church of (whatever locality they may be in,) and
adopt a covenant "to keep the commandnents of God and the
faith of Jesus." They have no creed but the Bible. Elders,
deacons, and clerks are the officers enployed. A | ocal
organi zation to hold church property is forned the same as
i n other denom nations, according to the | aws of the
various states. Next to the churches conme the state
conferences, enbracing all the churches in a state, or
other district; next is the General Conference, enbracing
all the state conferences. This is the highest body, and
its decisions, although only advisory, are generally
cheerfully conplied with by all the nenbers of the
organi zation. Tract and m ssionary societies, and Sabbath
school s t hroughout our denom nation, are organi zed on the
sanme |lines, the headquarters of the first being the
"International Tract and M ssionary Society," at Battle
Creek, Mch.; that of the second being "The International
Sabbat h School Association,” at Oakland, Cal. p. 10, Para.
4, [VWORK] .

Funds are provided by the adoption of the Bible system of
tithing, and by free-will offerings. The tithe is the tenth
of what cones into one's hands for the support of hinself
and those dependent upon him Free-will offerings are what
one has the ability and disposition to give in addition to
the tithe. Such a system | eaves no occasion for a resort to
such unscriptural nmethods of raising noney as festivals,
grab-bags, lotteries, donkey socials, broom brigades,
ki ssing bees, wife auctions, and all that kind of
buf f oonery. p. 10, Para. 5, [WORK].

Qur menbership for 1894 was 42,763, a gain in ten years of
24,061. Funds raised as just stated, in 1894 anounted to
$321,517.66, a gain in ten years of $215,973.65. Thus in
t hat decade, between 1884 and 1894. while the enem es of
this work have been nobst active and unscrupulous in their



efforts to retard our work, our cause, in both nmenbership
and regul ar church contributions, has nore than doubled. In
1895 statistics showed 583 public | aborers, 1,331 churches,
and 47,680 nenbers; an increase over 1894 of 68 public

| aborers, 106 churches, and 4,917 nenbers. p. 10, Para. 6,
[ WORK] .

. -- What is your relation to the m ssionary work? p.

11, Para. 1, [WORK].

A -- Geat interest is developed in this |ine. Qur
wor kers are now operating in Mexico, Central Anerica, West
I ndi es, Colunbia, Argentine, Chile, and Brazil, in the

western hem sphere; they are going forth on our m ssionary
brigantine, the Pitcairn, to the islands in the Pacific
Ccean; in the east, they are entering Central, Southern,
and Western Africa, Northern Europe, the Caucasus, Siberia,
Asia Mnor, Syria, China, India, and Burma. The results of
these efforts are encouraging and gratifying. W are
stirred to make them because we hold that the work
commtted to us is in fulfillment of Matt. 24:14 and Rev.
14:9, and is enjoined upon us in the conm ssion of Christ
to gointo all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature; for the nations of the earth nmust have an
opportunity to learn the truth before the Lord appears to
judge the world in righteousness. p. 11, Para. 2, [WORK].

I. -- How does it happen that your people are now com ng
into conflict with the powers of the state in so many
pl aces, and are being arrested and inprisoned? and what is
the nature of your offense? p. 11, Para. 3, [WORK].

A. -- It is accounted for, first, on the genera

principles that the carnal heart is not subject to the | aw
of God, neither indeed can be (Rom 8:7;) that evil nen and
seducers shall, in the | ast days, wax worse and worse; that
they that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution (2 Tim 3:1-12;) and that the foll owers of
Christ shall be hated of all nations (Matt. 24:9.) p. 11,
Para. 4, [WORK].

But nore particularly it arises fromone of the vita
poi nts of our faith not yet spoken of, and that is that the
| ast part of the prophecy of Revelation 13 applies to the
United States. The Synbol there brought to view, having two
horns like a | anb, is proved to belong to this country,
from(1l) its location, (2) its chronology, (3) its



profession, (4) its manner of comng up, (5) its religious
standing, (6) its political organization, (7) its progress,
and (8) the wonder-working power (Spiritualism that has
been here devel oped. Al these particulars have a wonderf ul
fitness here, but can be found in no other nation. It is

al so a power that is to be opposed to true religion, for it
speaks "as a dragon," and causes its subjects to worship
the first beast, which is Roman Catholicism and to receive
its mark, which is the first-day Sabbath, set up by that
church in the place of, and in opposition to, the seventh
day, the Sabbath of the Lord. \Woever adopts the Sabbath of
the Bible, necessarily rejects the Sunday, as a Sabbath
which the Lord can not tolerate. But, unfortunately, the
nost of the states have brought over and incorporated into
their laws, statutes for the observance of the first day of
the week as the sabbath, fromthe old nedieval, or church-
and-state | aws, adopted in ages of darkness, ignorance, and
superstition; and religious bigots, who, when commtted to
error, are the bitterest opposers of the truth, now seize
upon these old laws to try to break down the work of those
who teach the keeping of the seventh day as the Sabbat h,
and are giving the nessage of Rev. 14:9-12, to prepare a
people for the com ng of the Lord. p. 11, Para. 5, [WORK].

. -- But do not these Sunday | aws require rest on that
day sinply on civil grounds, and can you not conply with
that requirenment without any violation of conscience? p.

12, Para. 1, [WORK].

A -- To claimthat a Sunday lawis a civil law nerely is
a piece of sophistry too barefaced and shaneful to be
found, as it is so often, on the lips of the mnisters of
t he gospel. Sunday has never been distinguished fromthe
ot her days of the week, never had any honor conferred upon
it, and never had any legislation in its behal f, except as
a religious institution. It owes all these things to the
fact that it has fromthe begi nning been regarded by
certain classes of people as a religious day; and except
for that character, it never woul d have been brought into
the position that it is in. It is just because, and only
because, Sunday has been deened a holy, sacred, and
religious day, that any | aw has ever been nade in its
favor. Then how can it claimto be sinply a civil
institution? It can not possibly be; and a | aw which
enforces it can not be anything else than a religious |aw,
whatever nen may call it. Gving the thing a different nane
does not change its nature. A Jew m ght have been conpell ed



to eat the flesh of the swine on the plea that it could not
conflict wth his conscience, because they had decided to
call the animal a sheep. Wuld it not have been sw ne's
flesh just the sanme? So a Sunday | aw can be nothi ng el se
but a religious law, for it is such inits origin, inits
nature, in its positionin the religious world, and in its
aim Being such, the state has no right, according to our
Constitution, to nake a |law concerning it, and to enforce
that | aw upon the people. To enforce it is to infringe upon
the rights and consci ence of those who do not regard it as
a sacred day. It is discrimnating in matters of religion,
and bringi ng oppression upon one class, fromwhich others
are exenpted. p. 12, Para. 2, [WORK].

I. -- But nust it not be, in such governnents as this,
that the majority nust rule? and as the mgjority sustain
the law for Sunday, ought you not, as the mnority, to
submt? p. 13, Para. 1, [WORK].

A -- Yes; we are willing to go by that rule; but it nust
be decided by the nature of a question what constitutes a
majority. In all religious questions, God nust be taken
into account; for He is the author of all true religion.
What ever side, then, God is on, that has a ngjority; for
"God is always a ngjority." The Sabbath is a religious
institution, and God is on the side of Hs truth in that
matter, and while we are with Hm we are with the
majority. p. 13, Para. 2, [WORK].

. -- But would it not be well to have patience and
observe the law until it can be repeal ed, and have no
conflict or trouble, such as seens to be taking place over
this matter? p. 13, Para. 3, [WORK].

A.- In all matters of human policy, or convenience, yes.
However oppressive and unjust a law may be, if it has
not hi ng whi ch bears agai nst our duty to God, nothing which
i nfringes upon our rights of conscience, we will observe
it, until, by agitation and di scussion, a repeal can be
lawful |y secured; but in this religious realmit would not
be very appropriate for the creature to say to the Creator,
"Lord, I know what you require, and I woul d obey you, but
nmy fellow-men will not allow ne to do so; as soon as the
| aw which forces nme to disregard your requirenents can be
set aside, | will return to obedience to your |aws." How
woul d the Lord regard such a servant? He says, "Thou shalt
have no ot her gods before Me;" and who is your god? Is it



your fellow nen, human | awrakers, or the Lord Jehovah?
Peter expressed the true position on two occasi ons, when he
said, "Wiether it be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you nore than unto God, judge ye" (Acts 4:19;) and
again, "W ought to obey God rather than nen." Acts 5:29.
Sevent h-day Adventists seek no unnecessary antagonismwth
any of the laws or custons of society. They try to obey the
Saviour's injunction to "render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar's;" but while they do this, they nust also
observe the other part of the injunction, "render unto God
the things that are God's." Those things are God's which
pertain to his worship, and are summarily expressed in the
first table of the decalogue. p. 14, Para. 1, [WORK].

Governnments are ordained to secure protection to every man
in his inalienable rights. In any of these matters which
pertain only to the individual and his God, governnent nust
not interfere. If our government intends to carry out the
nobl e ai ns and purposes of the founders of the nation, it
will arise in the nanme of freedom and w pe off fromthe
escut cheon of this country every law that conflicts with
the | aw of God, |eaving every man free to worship God
according to the dictates of his own conscience; for it was
this right, as the nost sacred boon to nen, which it was
the design of the framers of the Constitution to secure to
the people. But if the nation shall turn its back upon this
glorious principle, it will seal its owm doom and that
speedily. p. 14, Para. 2, [WORK].

For nore than fifty years Sevent h-day Adventists have
rai sed the warning voice that if the church should cling to
her errors, and seek for the civil power to enforce her
dogmas, the nation nust resist such clains, or this
gover nnent woul d beconme a persecuting power, and the imge
to the Papacy woul d here be formed, and papal oppression be
enact ed over again. The work has al ready begun. Over one
hundred arrests have been nmade of those who have gone
qui etly about their useful and appropriate work on Sunday,
after having rested on the Sabbath of the Lord, while the
prosecut ors have, in many cases, passed by the nost
flagrant violations of the |law on the part of others,
show ng that the real purpose was to persecute those who
kept the seventh day of the week, and because they kept it.
We regret to have to say that the mnistry of certain
religious denom nations are urging on this work of
oppression, and trying to silence, not by reason and
Scripture, but by the strong armof the |aw, views which



they are determ ned not to accept thensel ves, nor have
their people accept. They forget that every plant that God
has not planted is to be rooted up (Matt. 15:13;) that if
the work is of man, it will come to nought; but if it is of
God, they can not overthrowit, but will only be found
fighting against God (Acts 5:38, 39.) In their efforts to
break down this work, they are denonstrating the fact that
our position is right, and that what we are teaching is the
truth; for it is just what the prophecy points out, and

whi ch we have for years been teaching was to cone. The
great controversy of the ages is involved in this question,
and it is not to be settled in a corner. The agitation wl|
i ncrease, the discussion will becone nore w despread, and
the bitterness of the opposers, we have reason to believe,
will grow stronger and stronger. p. 14, Para. 3, [WORK].

The question is, Shall God's way be vindicated, and H s
power nmaintai ned? or shall apposition to H's throne and to
Hs truth triunph at last? On the one side is the origina
rebel against God, the arch-deceiver, his evil angels, and
wi cked nen; on the other are the |oyal hosts of heaven, and
the true followers of Christ on earth. O this latter
conpany we fain would be; and so we are trying to bear our
testinmony for Jesus, believing that happy are they who take
their position on the side of Jehovah; for He will prove to
be stronger than all his foes, and will bring H s people at
| ast triunphantly out of the conflict, and seat themwth
Hi nsel f upon a throne of such beauty and glory as earth has
never seen, and of which nmen, in the loftiest flights of
their inmagination, have never dreaned. p. 15, Para. 1,

[ WORK] .

I. -- That wll, indeed, be a glorious issue; and it would
certainly be strange if you were not earnest and zealous in
your work, as you seemto be. The principles you set forth
are nostly newto ne, but they are surely worthy of
t houghtful consideration; and | promse to give them
careful attention and study. p. 16, Para. 1, [WORK].

A -- | amrejoiced to hear you say so; and nay He who is
the Author of all truth, and desires all nmen to be saved,
give you grace to carry out your resolution, and guide you
to an understanding of H's word. Truth alone will save; and
truth grows brighter by investigation. W are persuaded
that nothing less than the issues of eternity are invol ved
in the question now before the world for its final
solution. p. 16, Para. 2, [WORK].



