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The VI SI ONS: OBJECTI ONS ANSVERED p. 2, Para. 4,
[ VI SI ONS] .

ONE of the npst inportant subjects treated upon in the New
Testanment, is the doctrine of Spiritual Gfts. Paul gives
it equal rank with the great question of the state of the
dead, and says, "Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren
| would not have you ignorant.” 1 Cor. 12:1. He then
proceeds to explain hinmself by saying that there are
diversities of gifts, but the sanme Spirit; that is, there
are various operations produced by the Spirit of God, and a
variety of manifestations that result fromits presence;
but all are wought by the self-same Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will. The apostle's argunent in
the chapter already referred to, in Eph. 4, and in other

pl aces in the New Testanent, places it beyond denial that
wherever the Spirit of God is present in sufficient
measure, it will operate in sone of the special ways which
he has described; and to assert, as sone do, that the age
of mracles and spiritual gifts is past, so that it is

i mpossi ble for the people of God to enjoy such privil eges
at the present tine, is tantanount to an assertion that it
is now, and has been ever since the so-called apostolic
age, inpossible for themto enjoy a sufficient neasure of
the Spirit to produce these results. But is there any
[imtation in this respect? Is it not the privilege of the
church in one age to enjoy as nuch of the Spirit of God as
in another? p. 3, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Did the Lord design that to his first disciples the supply
shoul d be continual and w thout neasure, while to his
followers in later and nore degenerate ages, it should be
intermttent and neager? Inpossible! It is indeed a
conveni ent excuse for living below one's privilege to say
that these manifestati ons were not designed to continue
t hrough the gospel age; but is not the lack of themin any
age, in the words of Chrysostom quoted by M. Wsley to
Dr. Mddleton, to be ascribed "to the want of faith and



virtue and piety in those tines?" p. 3, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

But it is not our object to enter here into an argunent
for the perpetuity of these gifts in the present
di spensation. This has al ready been done in Spiritual
Gfts, Vol. 1, pp. 5-16, and in Mracul ous Powers, pp. 11-
44, to which we would refer the reader. Nor shall we | abor
to show that all through this dispensation they have been
nore or less in exercise; as this is also showm in the work
| ast nentioned, by nunerous instances drawn fromreliable
sources. All that is to our purpose here, is sinply to
affirmthat Seventh-day Adventists do believe in the Gfts
of the Spirit as above set forth. They believe that the
vari ed operations of the Spirit of God, having been once
expressly "set in the church,” were designed to continue
therein to the end, because they are not limted, and God
has never withdrawn them fromthe church; just as they
believe that the original blessing placed in the begi nning
upon the seventh day, is there still, because God never has
wi thdrawn it, nor placed it upon any other day. p. 4,

Para. 1, [VISIONS].

To them the doctrine of Spiritual Gfts, as set forth in
the chapters referred to, is as nmuch a special doctrine of
Revel ation, as is the Sabbath, the Sanctuary, the State of
t he Dead, or the Second Advent. p. 4, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

Taking the Scriptures to be in deed and in truth the word
of God, they cannot reject it. They can as easily explain
away the Sabbath, Baptism the Lord' s Supper, and many
ot her prom nent and scriptural doctrines, as the doctrine
of Spiritual Gfts, and hence believe that to reject it, is
to be guilty of error, and that to receive it, is essential
to the unity of the faith. p. 4, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

In addition to this theoretical view of the subject, and
in addition to the ordinary operations of the Spirit of
God, they believe that they have in their mdst a special
mani f estation, answering to one at |east of these gifts
whi ch have been placed in the Christian church. This is
found in the visions of Ms. EE G Wite, as published in
the works entitled Experience and Views, w th Suppl enent,
Testinmonies to the Church, and Spiritual Gfts, Vols. 1-4.
p. 5 Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Every test which can be brought to bear upon such



mani f est ati ons, proves these genuine. The evi dence which
supports them internal and external, is conclusive. They
agree with the word of God, and with thensel ves. They are
gi ven, unless those best qualified to judge are invariably
decei ved, when the Spirit of God is especially present.
They are free fromthe disgusting contortions and grinmaces
whi ch attend the counterfeit manifestations of
Spiritualism Calm dignified, inpressive, they comend

t hensel ves to every behol der, as the very opposite of that
which is false or fanatical. The instrunent is herself
above jugglery or deceit. p. 5, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

The influence is not nesneric; for this people,
reprobating the use of that agency, studiously refuse to
learn the principles of its application, or to have aught
to do with its practical workings; besides, the
hal | uci nati ons of a nmesnerized subject enbrace only such
facts and scenes as previously exist in the mnd of the
mesneri zi ng power; but the visions take cogni zance of
persons and things, and bring to light facts known, not
only by no person present, but not even by the one through
whom the visions are given. p. 5, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

They are not the effect of disease; for no di sease has
ever yet been known to have the effect of repeatedly
suspendi ng the functions of the lungs, nuscles, and every
bodily sense, fromfifteen to one hundred and ei ghty
m nutes, while in obedience to sone influence which
evidently has suprene possession of the mnd, and in
obedi ence to that alone, the eyes would see, the |ips
speak, and the linbs nove. p. 5, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

Further, their fruit is such as to show that the source
fromwhich they spring is the opposite of evil. p. 6,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

1. They tend to the purest norality. They di scountenance
2. every vice, and exhort to the practice of every virtue.
They point out the perils through which we are to pass to
t he ki ngdom They reveal the devices of Satan. They warn us
agai nst his snares. They have nipped in the bud schene
after schene of fanaticismwhich the eneny has tried to
foist into our mdst. They have exposed hidden iniquity,
brought to light conceal ed wongs, and laid bare the evil
notives of the fal se-hearted. They have warded off dangers
fromthe cause of truth upon every hand. They have aroused
and re-aroused us to greater consecration to God, nove



zeal ous efforts for holiness of heart, and greater
diligence in the cause and service of our Master. p. 6,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

2. They lead us to Christ. Like the Bible, they set him
forth as the only hope and only Savi our of mankind. They
portray before us in living characters his holy life and
his godly exanple, and with irresistible appeals they urge
us to followin his steps. p. 6, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

8. They lead us to the Bible. They set forth that book as
the inspired and unalterable word of God. They exhort us to
take that word as the man of our counsel, and the rule of
our faith and practice. And with a conpelling power, they
entreat us to study long and diligently its pages, and
become famliar with its teaching, for it is to judge us in
the last day. p. 6, Para. 4, [VISIONS]

4. They have brought confort and consol ation to many
hearts. They have strengthened the weak, encouraged the
feeble, raised up the despondent. They have brought order
out of confusion, nmade crooked places straight, and thrown
Iight on what was dark and obscure. And no person, with an
unprejudiced mnd, can read their stirring appeals for a
pure and lofty norality, their exaltation of God and the
Savi our, their denunciations of every evil, and their
exhortations to everything that is holy and of good report,
wi t hout being conpelled to say, "These are not the words of
himthat hath a devil." p. 7, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Negatively, they have never been known to counsel evil or
devi se wi ckedness. No instance can be found in which they
have | owered the standard of norality. No one of their
adherents has ever been |l ed by theminto paths of
transgression and sin. They do not lead nen to serve CGod
less faithfully or to love himless fervently. They do not
lead to any of the works of the flesh nor nake | ess devoted
and faithful Christians of those who believe them In not a
single instance can any of the charges here nentioned be
sust ai ned agai nst them and, concerning them we may
enphatically ask the question which Pilate put to the Jews
in reference to the Saviour, "Wy, what evil hath he done?"
p. 7, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Yet with all this array of good fruit which they are able
to present, with all this innocency of any charge of evil
that can be brought agai nst them they everywhere encounter



the bitterest opposition. They are the object of the

bl i ndest prejudice, the intensest hate, and nost nali gnant
bitterness. Wrldlings and fornmal professors of al

denom nations, join in one general outcry against them of

vi tuperation and abuse. Many will go a | ong distance out of
their way for the purpose of giving themand uncall ed-for
and malicious thrust. And fal se-hearted brethren in our own
ranks make themthe butt of their first attacks, as they

| aunch of f into apostasy and rebellion. Wiy is all this?
Wence all this war against that of which no evil can be
said? Fromthe exanple of Cain who slew his brother, of the
Jews who cl anored for the blood of the innocent Saviour, of
the infidel who stornms wth passion at the very nane of
Jesus, and fromthe principle of the carnal heart which is
at enmty with everything that is holy and spiritual, we

| eave the reader to answer. p. 7, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Sonme of those who so strenuously oppose the visions, have
a series of objections which they offer in justification of
their course. But before we |ook at these, let us for a
nmoment survey the field, that we may, if possible, take in
at a glance the cause, object, and aim of this contest,
and so be better prepared to put a just estimate upon the
notives and efforts of the opposition. W believe, |ove,
and defend the visions, on the grounds above set forth,
their unvarying tendency to good, and because they so
adm rably answer the purpose for which the Scriptures
assure us that the gifts were set in the church, nanely, to
confort, encourage, and edify the saints, and bring themto
the unity of the faith. p. 8, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

On what ground can they be objected to? Wiat is there in
fact that a person anong Sevent h-day Adventists, a sincere
Christian, has visions and has published themto the world,
to excite all the stir and opposition that is everywhere
rai sed over thenf? They do no hurt; what is the matter? They
injure no one; then why not let the person enjoy her gift
undi st ur bed, and those who choose to believe in it, believe
init in peace? p. 8, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But no! This work, innocent as it is of all evil, fruitful
as it is of all good, nmust not be suffered to go on in
peace. And again we ask, Wy? W w sh the reader carefully
to consider this question. If we |ook at those who oppose
this work and consider the ground they occupy, we shall be
able to define pretty accurately the notives from which
they act. There are two cl asses which may be descri bed,



with the notives that govern them as follows: p. 9, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

The first class is conposed of those who believe, or did
believe at the time their opposition comenced, the views
hel d by Sevent h-day Adventists, but in whom or in sonme one
wi th whom t hey synpat hi zed, wongs were pointed out and
reproved by the visions. These sane individuals had no
doubt often prayed, Lord, show us our wongs. The Lord
answers their prayers in his own way, and chooses to point
themout in vision. Now if they object to this, they show
at once that there was no sincerity in their petitions; for
they cannot sincerely wish to know their faults, if they
are not willing to have them poi nted out except in a way of
their own choosing. p. 9, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

They shoul d rather be grateful that they are nade known to
themin any manner, and that tinme and opportunity are given
themto put them away before it is too |late. But here too
many rebel; and here cones in the first class of objectors
to the visions. Not being dead to sin, they give way to the
pronmptings of their still dom nant carnal heart, and set to
work, not to repent of their wongs which they cannot deny,
but to break down that which has kindly, yet plainly,
poi nted out their wongs, that they may see and put them
away before the Judgnent. They would prefer that the church
shoul d be wi thout eyes, rather than that any of their
wrongs woul d be seen and exposed. p. 9, Para. 3,

[ VI SI ONS] .

The ot her class consists of those who are the avowed and
open opponents of all the distinguishing views held by
Sevent h-day Adventists. Their opposition springs froma
different notive fromthat of the first class. Not having
been reproved thensel ves by the visions, they have no
ground for opposition in this respect; but they hate that
system of truth with which the visions stand connected, and
they attack the visions as the nbost sure and effectual way
of hindering the progress of that truth. In this they
acknow edge the efficiency of the visions in advancing this
wor k. They know themto be one of the great elements of its
strength and prosperity. And do they not by such a course
plainly tell us, who |love the truth, how we should regard
the visions? If the children of this world are in their
generation wi ser than the children of the light, so the
opponents of the truth are wiser than sonme of its professed
friends. p. 10, Para. 1, [VISIONY]



The ol d adage, "It is lawful to |earn even froman eneny,"
may be put in practice by us here. If those who woul d
gladly see this work cone to nought, attack the visions as
t he nost effectual way of acconplishing this, should not
t hose who desire the work to advance and prosper be equally
zealous in loving, living out, and defendi ng the visions,
as one of the nost effectual neans of securing this result?
Consi stency forbids that they should be esteened of |ess
i nportance by their friends than by their foes. p. 10,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

This covers the whole ground of the opposition; for we
have never known any objection to arise which could not be
traced to one or the other of these two sources. The
opposer is always a person who has either been reproved for
wrongs hinself, or is in synpathy with those who have been
so reproved, or he is a person who is openly hostile to the
positions of S. D. Adventists as a whole. But neither of
t hese positions is, in our mind, very well calculated to
enlist the synpathy of any sincere |over of honesty and
upri ghtness, or any true friend of the cause. p. 11, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

Havi ng thus seen who oppose the visions, and why they do
it, we are prepared to |l ook at the objections, through
whi ch they woul d fain exhibit some shadow of a foundation
for their incessant and zeal ous warfare. But a singular
fact neets us at the outset: At one tinme the opposers of
the visions cry out against them as presenting nothing new
They are, it is clained, in the main, in harnmony with a
previ ously-received theory or inpression. The viewis first
deci ded upon, and then the visions fall in with it. And
this is urged as proof that they are dependent on human
opi nion, and hence are of human origin. At another tine
t hey accuse them of |eading out and adding to the word of
God. p. 11, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

So that, as presented by the objector, the nmatter stands
thus: At one tine the visions contain nothing new, and then
they are founded on human opinion; at another time they do
present new things, and then they are an addition to the
word of God. At one tine the theory is first fornmed, and

the visions fall in, or, in other words, are |led by human
opi nion; at another tinme they determine the theory, and we
are a deluded, vision-led people. So they will not be

satisfied either way. But these two clai ns devour each



other; for if the visions are determ ned by preconceived
views, we lead them not they us. But if they |lead us, as
they are nore comonly accused of doing, then they are not
governed by any predeterm ned opinions or views. Now our
opponents woul d greatly oblige us by decidi ng which of
these two positions they will take. They cannot retain them
bot h; and when they determ ne which they will surrender, we
are ready to enter upon the work of answering the other.

p. 11, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

But we proceed to a nore particul ar exam nation of the
objections offered. In these the objectors everywhere
betray a consciousness of a painful scarcity of material;
and hence there is throughout a |l abored effort to make the
nost of every little point that can be seized upon, and
present it in a greatly magnified or perverted light. And
finding even these limted, to nmake their objections appear
respectable as to nunbers, they go still further, and
finding acts in the course of individuals which they
construe to be contrary to the testinony of the visions,
they incorporate themin as objections to the visions
t hensel ves! p. 12, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Wth this class of objections, of course, we have nothing
to do, in answering objections to the visions; for though
every believer in themshould grossly violate their
teaching, it would have no bearing whatever on the question
of their authenticity. p. 12, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

OBJECTION 1. -- THE BI BLE AND The BIBLE ALONE p. 13,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

The first and nost general objection, and the one which
contains the nost specious fallacy, is the cry of "The

Bi ble and the Bible Al one," as opposed to the visions. W
do not receive the visions, say they; we have no need of
them the Bible is a sufficient rule of faith. W stand
upon the Bible and the Bible alone. Such declarations, in
connection with outspoken denunci ations of the visions, are
nost effectually calculated to warp the judgnent of the
unguar ded, and fasten upon their mnds the inpression that
to receive the visions is to reject the Bible, and to cling
tothe Bible is to discard the visions. A greater fallacy
never existed. Look at the fields which they respectively
occupy. The Bible is able to nake us wi se unto sal vation
and thoroughly furnish us unto all good works. Do the

vi sions propose to invade this field, and erect a new



standard, and give us another rule of faith and practice?
Not hing of the kind. On the contrary, they are ever in
harmony with the word, and ever refer to that as the test
and standard. To the law and the testinony; if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no |ight
in them p. 13, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But by taking our stand on the Bible, and the Bi bl e al one,
we bind ourselves to receive all that it teaches, and to
acknow edge every agency which it assures us that God has
placed in the Christian church. p. 13, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Now t he Bi ble has sonething to say on the subject of
visions. It tells us that the present dispensation is the
"di spensation of the Spirit." It assures us that during
this time, the Conforter, or Spirit of truth, would be with
the true church, to lead theminto all truth. The prophecy
to be fulfilled during the sane tine, is given us in these
words: "And it shall cone to pass in the | ast days, saith
God, | will pour out ny Spirit upon all flesh.” It tells us
that this Spirit has certain distinct and definite channels
t hrough which it will operate; and that under its influence
there will be manifestations of wi sdom know edge, faith,
gifts of healing, working of mracles, prophecy, discerning
of spirits, divers kinds of tongues, and interpretation of
tongues. 1 Cor. 12:8-10. And hence when the prophecy of the
out pouring of the Spirit in this dispensation is announced,
it is inmediately added, "And your sons and your daughters
shal | prophesy, your old nmen shall dream dreans, and your
young nen shall see visions."” "And al so,"” continues Joel,
"upon the servants and upon the handmai ds, in those days
will | pour out ny Spirit," and Peter adds, as if it were
an unfailing consequent, "And they shall prophesy." Acts
2:16-18. Here are set before us the operations of the
Spirit of God, and in these it is declared that the
daughters as well as the sons, the handmaids as well as the
servants, are to participate. p. 13, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

In maki ng us wi se unto sal vation, and thoroughly
furnishing us unto all good works, the Bible is thus
careful to instruct us as to the place which the Spirit of
God is designed to fill, and the part which it is to act.

It declares that the neans by which the saints are to be
perfected, the work of the mnistry perforned, and the body
of Christ edified, till we all cone into the unity of the
faith, are these various operations of the Spirit of God,
in connection with the word. p. 14, Para. 1, [VISIONS]



Now i s there any such thing as standi ng upon the Bible and
the Bi ble alone, and yet rejecting these agencies? There
certainly is not. Those who reject these things, and deny
that God has nade any provision for the instruction of his
people in these days through the gifts of visions of
prophecy in the church, just so depart fromtheir doctrine
of the Bible and the Bible alone, and deny the Bible
itself. p. 14, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

I f any should say that they do not deny the doctrine of
spiritual gifts as a Bible theory, but do not believe that
the mani festati ons we now have are genuine, then this
objection of the Bible and the Bible alone, is abandoned as
opposed to the visions, and objections agai nst them nust be
based on ot her grounds. Inasnuch as the Bi ble expressly
provi des for visions, no objections can be rai sed agai nst
any visions on the ground of the Bible and the Bi bl e al one.
It is all a fallacy. The only ground upon which any of them
can be rejected, is to bring themto the word, the test,
and show that their characteristics are not such as were to
attend the genuine mani festations. And of this test we
invite an application to the visions received anong
Sevent h-day Adventists. p. 15, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 2. -- ADDING To THE BIBLE p. 15, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

It is objected again to the visions that they are an
addition to the work of God, and hence cone under the
fearful denunciation of Rev. 22:18, "For | testify unto
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, 1If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto himthe plagues that are witten in this book; and if
any man shall take away fromthe words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and fromthe things which
are witten in this book." p. 15, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Those who raise this objection, place thensel ves under
obligation to show that the visions are an addition to the
word of God; an obligation which they have never
di scharged. Wenever they will carefully consider the
| anguage of the text above quoted, they will see that it
has reference to the book of Revel ation al one. That book
was given when the Mystery of Iniquity was already at work.
A tinme of apostasy and forgery was i medi ately to succeed.



And it was to guard the purity of this book that this
caution was given. Whoever shall endeavor to foist
sentinments of his owm into the book of Revelation, and palm
them of f upon the people as a part of the book of

Revel ation itself, he should be subject to the plagues
witten therein. And on the contrary, whoever should
attenpt to suppress any part of the testinony which God had
pl aced in that book as his genuine word his nane shoul d be
i kewi se taken fromthe book of life. But any subsequent
instruction given by the Lord to his people through

vi sions, dreans, tongues, or any of the operation of his
Spirit, would no nore be an addition to the book of

Revel ation, than the Revelation was an addition to the book
of Daniel. If any think it would, they will please account
for the fact, in harnmony with their view, that the Cospel

of John was witten by inspiration at a later date than the
book of Revelation; for this is a fact which can be nost
conclusively proved. p. 15, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

In harnmony with the principle here advocated, we are
expressly told in sone of Paul's instruction, which has
undoubted reference to the | ast days, not to despise
prophesyi ng, which does not nean the prophecies, but
prophesyi ng, or the exercise of the gift of prophecy, in
the present tense. 1 Thess. 5:20. p. 16, Para. 1
[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTION 3. -- LIMTED EXTENT O THE G FTS p. 17, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

| f these are genuine gifts of the Spirit, the question is
asked, Wiy are they not nore extensive? why are they
confined to one person, and that one a wonan? To which we
answer that it cannot be that the prophecy given by Joel,
and repeated by Peter, was intended to allot to each
division of the human race, male and fenmale, those gifts,
and none others, which they were respectively to enjoy. And
i nasnmuch as both males and fenales are nentioned in the
prophecy, we understand that all the different operations
of the Spirit there nentioned are to be exercised by them

i ndi scrimnately. Hence there is no prohibition against
young wonen's seeing visions, in the fact that the prophecy
says that young nen shall see them nor against young nen's
havi ng dreans, because it says old nen are to have them
These both are anong t he neans by which God sonetines sees
fit to comuni cate prophetic know edge, and in which both
sons and daughters are to participate; for your sons and



your daughters, says the record, shall prophecy. p. 17,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

In regard to the limted extent of the visions, it is
certainly nothing against their authenticity that they are
as yet confined to one individual. p. 17, Para. 3,

[ VI SI ONS] .

It is certainly a great advance over years preceding the
procl amati on of the Advent doctrine, that we have them at
all. And if, in addition to this, we find that the people
of God have been in exactly the sane circunstances before,
then certainly we ought not to regard this state of things
as involving any difficulty over which there is occasion to
stunble. W refer the objector to the tine of Deborah, the
prophetess, Judg. 4:4, the only one through whom God at
that time communicated instruction to his people; for they
inquired of her; and that one was a woman. See also a
simlar case in the time of Hul dah the prophetess. 2 Kings
22:14. p. 17, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

But to these instances it is objected, |. That in the days
of Deborah they had the Urimand Thummim by which to
inquire of the Lord; and 2. In the days of Hul dah, there
were ot her prophets in Israel. To which we reply: p. 18,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

1. The Urim and Thumm m were connected with the
breastplate of the high priest; and it is true that |srael
in those days had a typical priesthood to convey
instruction to the people, and nedi ate between t hem and
God. But this has nothing whatever to do with the question
at issue. The limted manifestation of the gift of
prophecy, is the point under consideration; and the fact
is, there was but one person at the tine in Israel of which
we have any record, upon whomthe spirit of prophecy
rested; and that one was a wonan. It is so now. Hence, in
this respect, the situation of the church now is exactly
parallel to that of Israel of old. And if the fact that
these mani festations are at present confined to one
i ndividual, is any evidence against their authenticity, it
is equally so in the case of Deborah. But if the
mani f est ati ons then, though given through only one out of
all the hosts of Israel, and that one a woman, were
genui ne, those given under exactly the same circunstances,
may be so now. p. 18, Para. 2, [VISIONS].



2. In the tinme of Hul dah there were other prophets in

| srael, Jerem ah, Zephani ah, and perhaps Habakkuk. Well,
woul d Hul dah's testinony have been any the | ess reliable,
had there been no ot hers? This renders her case all the
nore renmar kabl e. Wiy, when there were others who
prophesi ed, and they nen, did the king send the high
priest, the scribe, and his servants, to inquire of a woman
t he neaning of the Iaw of the Lord? Those who feel so
averse to a woman's occupyi ng any public position in the
work of the Lord, will do well to naeke this fact a speci al
subj ect of study. On this circunstance Dr. C arke makes the
foll owi ng excellent remarks: "Went unto Hul dah the
prophetess.]" This is a nost singular circunstance. At this
time Jeremi ah was certainly a prophet in Israel, but it is
likely he now dwelt at Anathoth, and could not be readily
consul ted; Zephani ah al so prophesi ed under this reign, but
probably he had not yet begun; Hil kiah was high priest, and
the priest's |ips should retain know edge; Shaphan was

scri be, and nust have been conversant in sacred affairs to
have been at all fit for his office; and yet Hul dah, a
prophet ess, of whom we know nothing but by this
circunstance, is consulted on the nmeaning of the book of
the law, for the secret of the Lord was neither with

Hi | ki ah the high priest, Shaphan the scribe, nor any other
of the servants of the king, or mnisters of the tenple! W
find fromthis, and we have many facts in all ages to
corroborate it, that a pontiff, a pope, a bishop, or a
priest, may, in sonme cases, nhot possess the true know edge
of God; and that a sinple woman, possessing the life of God
in her soul, may have nore know edge of the divine
testinoni es than many of those whose office it is to
explain and enforce them" p. 18, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 4. -- The SHUT DOOR p. 19, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

We now cone to the teachings of the visions thensel ves. And
it is proper here to remark that very much is reported
purporting to be the testinony of the visions, for which
they are not at all responsible. As a story in circul ation
never |oses anything it its passage fromone to anot her,
but frequently comes out a very different thing from what
it was when it started, so sentences spoken in vision,
passi ng fromone to another w thout being conmtted to
writing, have not always been accurately reproduced by
menories to which they have been entrusted, and so have
come to assune a very different conplexion fromthat which
they at first wore. Qur only proper course here, therefore,



is to confine ourselves to what has been published under
sister Wiite's own supervision, and by her authority, and
what appears in manuscript over her own signature in her
own handwiting. p. 20, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Wth these remarks we cone to the question of the shut
door, over which there has perhaps been a greater ado than
over any other doctrine which the visions are supposed to
teach. What, then, is neant by the shut door? Qpponents of
the visions say that it neans the close of probation, and
the end of salvation for sinners. The visions do not so
teach. This is a definition of their own; and the anusenent
they find in attacking it is wholly gratuitous. p. 20,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Reduced to a syllogism their objection stands thus: 1.
The visions teach that the door of nmercy was shut in 1844,
and that there has been no salvation for sinners, and hence
no genui ne conversions since that tinme. 2. But there have
been nul titudes of genui ne conversions since then. 3.
Therefore the visions are false. W answer, the visions say
not hi ng about the door of nercy; and they teach that a door
was opened, as well as one shut, in 1844, as we shall see
when we conme to | ook at their testinony. Those who endeavor
to show that the visions teach as above, bring in first the
testi nmony of nen, sone of whom may perhaps have entertained
the strong vi ew above presented. To this we have only to
say that such testinony has nothing to do with the case in
hand. Qur inquiry is, not what nen have believed, however
strongly they may have believed the visions, but, what the
vi sions thensel ves have taught. And if it could be shown
t hat nen have believed and taught the shut door in its
extrenmest sense, so nmuch the better for the visions, if it
should finally appear that they have not so taught. It
woul d thus be very evident that their testinony is not in
the | east influenced by the views of their friends. p. 20,
Para. 3, [VISIONS].

But before we cone to their teaching, let us look for a
monment at a few Bible facts on this subject. The
expression, "shut door,"” is derived fromthe parable of
Matt. 25:1-13, in which Advent experience is illustrated by
the incidents of an Eastern marriage. There is the going
forth of the virgins to neet the bridegroom the tarrying,
the slunbering and sl eeping, the cry at mdnight, the
rising of the virgins, the entering in to the nmarriage, of
those that are ready, the shutting of the door, and the



subsequent return of the foolish virgins, applying for
admttance. p. 21, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Not to enter into an explanation of this parable, it nust
be evident to all, that, as applied to the history of the
church under the proclamation of the advent, that point of
time, and that event, corresponding to the shutting of the
door in the parable, nust be reached before the Savi our
appears in the clouds of heaven to take his people to the
marri age supper of the Lanb. For after the Lord has cone,
and taken his people to hinself, and destroyed the w cked,
no such thing can for a nonment be supposed as the foolish
virgins com ng and seeking admttance. W nust then have
t he shut door of the parable sonmewhere before the advent,
and as that is all the shut door that is referred to by the
vi sions, we now inquire, Wiat event is illustrated by that
portion of the parable? and what bearing has it upon the
condition of the church and worl d? Qur position, for which
reasons can be given in full whenever occasion may require,
is briefly this: Qur Lord perforns his mnistry, as priest
for the human race, in the sanctuary in Heaven. That work
consists of two divisions: first, a mnistration during the
greater part of this dispensation in the first apartnent of
t he sanctuary, or holy place, and second, a special work
for a very short period in the second apartnent, or nost
holy place. See works on the Sanctuary. During all his
priestly work he is associated with his Father on the
t hrone of universal dom nion. Zech. 6:12,13; Eph. 1:20-22;
Rev. 3:21. At the close of his priestly work he delivers up
this kingdomto God, and takes his own throne, "the throne
of his father David," and reigns over the kingdom of his
saints, being hinself subordinate only to God, the Father.
1 Cor. 15:24-28. p. 21, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

This reception of his own throne by the Saviour, is the
marriage of the Lanb, it being received with the netropolis
of his kingdom the New Jerusalem which is called "the
not her of us all,” and the "bride the Lanb's wife." Gal.
4:26; Rev. 21:9,10. This event, which constitutes the
marri age, takes place at the close of his priestly work in
t he nost holy place; Dan. 7:13,14; hence when he entered
into that apartment to finish up his work as priest, it
could be said of himthat he had gone in to the marriage.
When he goes in to the marriage, his saints are not
personally with him for they are not taken to Heaven till
the tine comes to participate in the marriage supper of the
Lamb, which is, of course, subsequent to the nmarriage. Luke



12:35-37; Rev. 19:9. In the parable, it was when the

bri degroomwent in to the marriage that the door was shut.
Chri st changed his mnistry fromthe holy to the nost holy
pl ace, which was his going in to the marriage, at the close
of the 2300 days, in the autunmm of 1844. |In what respect
did this answer to the shutting of the door in the parable?
In the typical sanctuary work of the forner dispensation,
when the high priest went into the nost holy place on the
day of atonenent, the door of the holy place or first
apartment was closed; and the door into the nost holy, of
course, opened. So in the sanctuary above. Wen the work in
t he nost holy commenced, in 1844, the work in the outer
apartnent ceased. A new era, so to speak, was reached in
the mnistry of our Lord, involving a change in his
relation to the world, nearly as great as that which took
pl ace when he entered upon his work in the first apartnment
of the heavenly tenple. p. 22, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

A great testing truth, proclained anmong nen, signalized
upon earth the time of this change in the work in Heaven
Thousands upon thousands rejected this truth, and deci ded
their cases for everlasting destruction; but those who had
not thus shut up for thenselves the way to |ife sustained
the sane relation to God as before; they mght stil
approach to himthrough Christ, only they nust now seek
their Lord where he was to be found, and come to God
through himin his new position. p. 23, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

We ask the especial attention of the reader to the
principle involved in the argunent at this point. It is
this: A know edge of Christ's position and work is
necessary to the enjoynment of the benefits of his
nmedi ati on. W cannot conme to Christ for pardon and
sal vation, unless we understand that he has made these
provi sions for us. Not to understand his position and work,
is of course to be deprived of his presence. Wen he
ascended and conmenced his ministration before God in
behal f of mankind, it was necessary that the world shoul d
be apprised of that fact. Why? Because here was the only
way to |life. There was none ot her nane under heaven, given
anong nmen, whereby they could be saved. The door was shut
by the way of types and ani mal offerings, and the door was
opened by the way of a crucified Redeener, then pleading in
Heaven. But a general idea of his work was then sufficient
to enable nen to approach unto God by him They m ght not
understand the particulars of the sanctuary in Heaven, and



just how he mnistered as the antitype of the earthly
priesthood; but the great fact was recogni zed that he was

t here before God, as an intercessor for us, and that was
sufficient. But when he changed his position to the nost
holy place of the sanctuary, to performthe | ast division
of his mnistry as our great high priest, that know edge of
his work which had up to that point been sufficient, was no
| onger sufficient. p. 24, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

The suppliant for the Lord's grace nust follow himin his
change of position, and cone to himwhere he now pl eads,
before the ark of God's testanent in the nost holy place.
When the apostles were sent forth to proclai mthe great
fact that Christ had passed into the Heavens, there to
appear in the presence of God as an intercessor for us,
that fact nust be received and believed by the people, or
they could have no interest in him So when he changes his
mnistry, and the light upon it is sent forth, it is
equal ly inportant that this additional fact be al so
recogni zed, that this truth be |ikew se received and act ed
upon. A know edge of this change is further shown to be
essential to the people, because the tine during which he
occupies this position is one of special solemity,
requiring special duties. Look at the type. Wen the high
priest was in the nost holy place, all Israel must knowit,
and nust be gathered around the sanctuary, their mnds
bei ng fixed upon his word, and they nmeanwhile afflicting
their souls, that they m ght receive the benefits of the
atonenent, and not be cut off fromthe congregation of
| srael . How much nore necessary, in this great antitypical
day of atonenment, which is the |living substance of which
the former was but a shadow, that we understand the
position and work of our great H gh Priest, and know t he
special duties required at our hand during this tine. In
the type, who were accepted on the day of atonenent? Those
who, in synpathy with their priest in his work of
atonenment, were afflicting their souls. p. 24, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

Who can find sal vation now? Those who go to the Savi our
where he is, and view himby faith in the nost holy place,
finishing his mnistry before the ark of the testanent in
Heaven. This is the door now open for salvation. But no man
can understand this change w thout definite know edge of
t he subject of the sanctuary, and the relation of type and
antitype. Hence the insufficiency of former views upon this
subj ect, and the need of the special nessage, the third of



Rev. 14, which is based upon this special sanctuary work,
and which is now being proclainmed in the ears of the
people. Now they may reject this truth of the Saviour's
speci al work in Heaven, as the light and proclamati on goes
forth upon it, and seek the Saviour as they have before
sought him wth no other ideas of his position and
mnistry than those which they entertained while he was in
the first apartnent; but will it avail thenf? They cannot
find himthere. That door is shut. p. 25, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

But it may be inquired, What is the condition of those
true Christians who have not yet becone acquainted wth
this truth? Answer: The same as was that of Cornelius
bef ore Peter made known to himthat rem ssion of sins was
to be had by believing in Jesus Christ. And should such be
cut down by death before having an opportunity to learn the
truth, they would of course be judged according to the
light they had; for the third angel's nessage is, |ike al
ot her truth, progressive, and people cannot be tested by it
till they becone, or have an opportunity to becone,
acquainted wth it. But they who nmake a deliberate and
final rejection of the truth, bring upon thensel ves
bl i ndness of m nd and hardness of heart, and shut up their
only way to everlasting life. If this is not so, where is
the inportance of ever proclaimng a new truth, or the
necessity of ever receiving it. p. 26, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

There nust be sone place for the application of such
scriptures as Hos. 5:6: "They shall go with their flocks
and with their herds, to seek the Lord, but they shall now
find him he hath wthdrawn hinself fromthem" and at what
time and to what people can this apply better than to the
nom nally Christian world, who, while having opportunity to
learn the truth, have yet, since the Lord wthdrew hinself
to the second apartnent of the sanctuary in 1844, been
seeking himwhere he is not to be found. There nust be sone
i nportance attached to the nmessage of the second angel,
announci ng that Babylon is fallen. That portion of the
religious world so designated there net with a noral fall;
and what can this nean but that God wi thdrew hinself and
his Spirit in a neasure fromthem because they rejected
his truth, and refused to followin its advancing light. He
no | onger acknow edges them as a body, for his people. And
on what ground shall we account for the rapid decl ension of
piety and norality which is to take place in the | ast days,
evil nmen and seducers waxi ng worse, except it be that the



worl d has departed from God, and that his Spirit is being
wthdrawn fromthe earth? p. 26, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Now what are the representations of the visions in
relation to this tinme? Do they teach a nore excl usive shut
door than Scripture facts and testinonies which we have
presented? In their teachings we find such expressions as

these: "I saw that Jesus finished his nmediation in the holy
place in 1844." "He has gone into the nost holy, where the
faith of Israel now reaches.” "His Spirit and synpathy are

now wi thdrawn fromthe world, and our synpathy should be
with him" "The w cked could not be benefited by our
prayers now." "The w cked world whom God had rejected. " "It
seened that the whole world was taken in the snare; that
there could not be one left,"” (referring to Spiritualism)

“"The time for their salvation is past." p. 27, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .
These few expressions are all, or at |east are the very

strongest, in relation to what is called the shut door,
that are clained to have been given through any vision,

ei ther published or unpublished. Let us now inquire into
their inport. Let it be renenbered that the question is, Do
they teach that probation ceased in 1844, and that
consequently there could be no true conversions after that
time. p. 27, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

1. Christ's nediation in the holy place of the heavenly
sanctuary ceased in 1844, and his nediation in the nost
holy commenced. This nust be so, or our views of the
sanctuary subject are all wong; than which there is not a
pl ai ner doctrine in all the Bible. But probation does not
cease with the cessation of Christ's work in the holy
pl ace; for Christ is an advocate in the nost holy place; as
well as in the holy place; he pleads his blood in the
second as well as in the first apartnent of the sanctuary.
See a conclusive argunent on this point in Review, Vol. 7,
No. 9. Pardon of sin may yet be found by those who will
seek it upon the special conditions on which it is now
based. This statenment of the visions does not, therefore,
assert the close of probation. p. 28, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

2. Christ is nowin the nost holy place, where he nmakes a
speci al atonenent for Israel, and where the faith of Israel
now reached. p. 28, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

The obj ection based upon this statenent we suppose to be



sonething like this: That as Christ in the nost holy place
only atones for Israel, and the faith of those only who
constitute Israel reaches there, his work can consequently
have reference to none but those who were open Christians
at the time when he entered therein. The originators of
this objection, to make it good, should show that no person
could join hinself to Israel, and become a true nenber of

t hat body while the atonenent is being nmade. This they not
only have not done, but cannot do. Wile, on the contrary,
it is showmn by the general principles |aid down above, and
especially by the article there referred to, that to assune
such a relation is not inpossible during that tinme. Thus
anot her effort to show that the visions teach the absol ute
cl ose of probation, is shown to be futile. p. 28, Para. 3,
[ VI SI ONS] .

3. The wi cked world which God had rejected. It will be
noticed that these expressions about the w cked are
general. It is the wi cked, the ungodly, the world, etc.
They have reference to themas a whole, not as individuals.
And they express sinply the change of relation that took
pl ace between God and the world when the mnistration of
t he sanctuary was changed fromthe holy to the nost holy
pl ace. Fromthe place where for 1800 years Christ had been
found, he had now wi t hdrawn. And when this change took
pl ace, was there any probability that the great mass, who
had rejected Iight up to that point, would receive the
advance truth, and seek God and the Saviour in this new
relation? Not a particle. The light and truth noved on, and
they were left behind. And if it is not to such
circunstances as this that 2 Thess. 2:10-12, has its
application, then to what cases does it or can it ever
apply? p. 29, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Yet it would be true of individual cases that they would
seek the Lord and be saved. As exact parallel of this, we
have the case of Babylon, nentioned in Rev. 14 and 18. It
is said, especially in Rev. 18 that Babylon is fallen. This
refers to people; for it is a fall into sin and corruption.
Whenever this is fulfilled, Babylon as a whole has fallen,
has becone corrupt, and is guilty of outcrying sins
reaching up to Heaven. Yet this is not true of every
i ndi vidual in her connection. For when it is true of
Babyl on as a whole, that she is fallen and sunk in sin,
God's people are still wi thin her communi on; and anot her
voice is heard from Heaven, saying, "Come out of her, ny
peopl e, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye



recei ve not of her plagues.” Verse 4. p. 29, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

When Babylon falls, God's Spirit and synpathy are of
course withdrawn fromthem as a whole; yet it lingers with
his people who are in her mdst, and they are called out.
So when the general mnistration for the whole world
ceases, God's Spirit and synpathy are withdrawn fromthem
but yet a final nessage of nmercy, the third angel, is sent
forth to give mankind a |l ast warning, and gather out the
few who may not be given over to hardness of heart, and may
be willing to conply with the ternms of the truth. p. 30,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

W have another forcible illustration of this point, in
the case of the Jew sh people. There cane a tine, as every
one nust admit, when the Jews, as a nation, were rejected
of God. Christ becane to thema stone of stunbling. They
rejected the truth, and God left them But was every nenber
of that nation given over of God? No. The way was still
open for individuals to cone to the Saviour and find nercy,
and the apostles prayed and preached, and wote, for their
brethren, their kinsmen according to the flesh, that they
m ght be saved. p. 30, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

There was a shut door in Paul's day, as well as in ours;
not, of course, the shut door of the parable of the ten
virgins, as that is given to illustrate the experience of
the church in our day, not his. But there was a change of
di spensation; and the old way of approaching to God which
the Jews had had in the Levitical |law, was closed up. They
could no longer find even forgiveness in figure in that
direction; and every individual of them nust change his
faith, and accept of the new truth then given, or he could
not be saved. The first house of Israel, the Jews, stunbled
at the doctrine of the first advent of the Saviour. The
second house of Israel, Christians, have stunbled at the
doctrine of the second advent, and have thus brought
t hensel ves into simlar condemation. This is the occasion
of Babylon's fall. And when the call is nmade, Cone out of
her ny people, those who reject that nessage, though not
now partakers of her sins, thereby beconme such, and receive
of her plagues. So we | ook upon the world, the nmass of them
bei ng hopel ess rejectors of the truth, but yet a few honest
hearts remai ning, for whose benefit the proclamation of the
truth goes forth. This is not a subject over which to
cavil. It is a thought of the nost fearful solemity that



the great decisive day is so near, the way of salvation so
straight, and so few now renai ni ng who can be nade to see
it. p. 30, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

4. The whole world taken in the snare. This is spoken in
relation to Spiritualism as wll be seen by the connection
i n which the expression occurs, on pp. 5-10 of the
Suppl ement to Experience and Views. p. 31, Para. 1
[ VI SI ONS] .

That any one should bring this forward to show that the
vi sions teach that the destiny of every individual is
decided, is sinply astonishing. In that view, the whole
career of Spiritualismis taken in at a glance. Qur m nds
are carried right forward to the tinme when Satan will have
power to bring up before us the appearance of our dead
friends; a period yet future. Then why does any one apply
it tothe present tinme? Because in no other way could it
serve his purpose. But there is no ground for such a
concl usion. A paragraph on page 7 shows nost concl usively
that it applies to the future. Speaking of the saints at
the time when it seened that there were none |left who were
not taken in the snare of Spiritualism it says: "This
little conpany | ooked careworn, as though they had passed
t hrough severe trial and conflicts. And it appeared as if
the sun had just appeared from behind the cloud and shone
upon their countenances, and caused themto | ook
triunphant, as though their victories were nearly won."
This is a point not yet reached; and when we do reach it,
we shall see Spiritualismbearing the sway here
represented, in which it will seemthat the whole world,
with the exception of the little remant church, are taken
inits enbrace. That Spiritualismis now fast taking the
very position here assigned it, and draw ng the whole world
into its snare, is beginning to be evident; but no one
dreanmed of its ever assum ng even its present proportions
when that vision was given. p. 31, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

The progressive work, and the al nost universal sway which
Spiritualismis finally to bear, is set forth in Rev.

16: 13,14, where it is represented as comng forth fromthe
nmout hs of the dragon, beast, and fal se prophet, and going
to the kings of the earth and the whole world. Before it
can thus go forth, it nust winits way to authority and
power, a work which it is now fast acconplishing. p. 32,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].



5. The time for their salvation is past. This expression
occurs in the foll ow ng paragraph, found on page 27 of
Experience and Views: "I saw that the mysterious signs and
wonders and fal se reformati ons woul d i ncrease and spread.
The reformations that were shown nme, were not reformation
fromerror to truth. My acconpanyi ng angel bade nme | ook for

the travail of soul for sinners as used to be. | | ooked,
but could not see it; for the tine for their salvation is
past." Wose sal vation? Mark well, the scene of the vision

is one of the false revivals of these |ast days. There are
two cl asses of persons involved therein; nanely, sinners,
or non-professors, and the revivalists. Now which of these
cl asses constituted the | eading subject of the view? If we
can ascertain this we can tell which class is referred to
in the declaration, "The tine for their salvation is past."”
The only reasonabl e construction that can be put upon the

| anguage, as well as the preceding testinony of the vision
itself, shows as plainly as need be shown, that the false
revivalists are the ones referred to, not sinners. See
first paragraph of page 26: "I saw that Satan was wor ki ng

t hrough agents in a nunber of ways. He was at work through
m ni sters who have rejected the truth and are given over to
strong delusions to believe a lie that they m ght be
dammed. " These ministers are the ones referred to who are
carrying on the false revivals brought to view She was
bade to look to see if there was on their part, the travai
for souls as used to be. p. 32, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

She could not see it. Why? Because they, the mnisters,
had rejected the truth, and had been given over to believe
alie; the time for their salvation was past; and they
could not feel that deep and genui ne concern for souls that
woul d be felt by those who stood in the counsel of God, and
t hrough whom he was working to bring sinners to hinself.
This plainly shows that the fal se revivalists, and not
sinners in general, are the subject of that declaration
p. 33, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Again, it nmakes the | anguage inconsistent to apply it to
sinners. For if it nmeans that there is no travail of sou
for sinners in these revivals, because there was no
salvation for sinners, it follows inevitably that if there
had been sal vation for sinners, there would have been
travail of soul for them on the part of those who were
carrying on these false revivals. But these persons were
m ni sters who were given over to strong del usions for
rejecting the truth; and there would be no reason at all in



supposi ng that such ones would have real travail of soul
for sinners, however much hope of salvation those sinners
m ght have. It cannot therefore refer to sinners in
general, but only to a particular class of rejected

prof essors. Thus a little honest inquiry frees the subject
fromall difficulty. p. 34, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

But it is still insisted that granmar will not all ow of
any ot her construction; that the pronoun their nust refer
to sinners. Then |l et us take an instance fromthe Bible. In
2 Sam 24:1, we read: "And again the anger of the Lord was
ki ndl ed agai nst Israel, and he noved David against themto
say, Go nunber Israel and Judah.” In 1 Chron. 21:1, the
very sane circunstances is given in the follow ng | anguage:
p. 34, Para. 2, [VISIONS.

"And Sat an stood up against |Israel, and provoked David to
nunber Israel." Now says the infidel, here is a
contradiction in the Bible; for it is plainly said here in
Chroni cl es that Satan noved David to nunber Israel; but in
Samuel it is said that the Lord did it; for the pronoun he
refers to the Lord right before it. Well, so far as
granmati cal construction is concerned, it does refer to it,
even nore directly than the pronoun "their" refers to
"sinners” in the quotation given fromthe visions. And with
t he sane unreasonabl e and dogged pertinacity, our opponents
are bound to insist that the pronoun he in 2 Sam 24,
refers to the Lord before it, that granmar won't admt of
any other construction, etc., which they manifest in
relation to the | anguage of the vision. This, we say, they
must do, to be consistent. But in this case what are they
doi ng? Qpenly taking their stand with the infidel and
proving a contradiction in the Bible. This is the way
infidels attack the Bible; and this is the way our
opponents attack the visions. Their arguments rest on the
sane basis, and run exactly parallel to each other. But
both are m staken; for the context in both cases demands a
di fferent understanding fromthat which the evil-di sposed
insist is involved in the construction of the | anguage. In
2 Sam 24, we refer the pronoun "he" to an antecedent
under st ood, nanely, Satan, because the parallel passage in
1 Chron. plainly requires this. So in the vision, we refer
the pronoun "their" to the novers in these fal se revivals,
because the whole intent and scope of the | anguage which
precedes it, requires this understanding of the passage.
And | et our opponents say no nore about granmar, unless
they are prepared to go with the infidel on 2 Sam 24, 1



p. 34, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

We may further add that this vision was fully explained in
t he Suppl enent to Experience and Views, p. 4. where it is
stated that the expression, "The tinme for their salvation
is past,"” has reference to those who were carrying on the
fal se revivals, who were given over to strong del usi on, and
who consequently did not have travail of soul for sinners
as formerly. And besides all this, this whol e subject was
expl ained in Review, Vol. 19, No. 8 p. 35, Para. 1
[ VI SI ONS] .

O all these things, those who have risen up in fierce
array agai nst the visions, were not, and are not, ignorant.
Yet with a blindness that in unaccountable, or a degree of
di shonesty that is unpardonable, they make the unqualified
assertion that the visions here teach that since 1844,

t here has been no salvation for sinners! They here teach no
such thing, and those who assert it will be subjects of the
pity or censure of the unprejudiced reader, accordingly as
their course is to be attributed to a | ack of nental
ability to understand the | anguage, or a detestable

di sposition which would willfully pervert it. p. 36, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

That what this vision represents is true of a class of

i ndi vidual s, we have no doubt. W believe there are

t housands upon thousands throughout the | and, whose day of
grace is closed, and for whomthere remains only a fearful

| ooki ng for of judgnment and fiery indignation. Unless sone
such change as this did take place in 1844, our application
of the second nessage of Rev. 14, is entirely wong. And
that there was sone sudden decline in the noral condition
of the masses, would seemto be equally proved by the fact
that in less than a score of years fromthat tine,
Spiritualism openly scouting the Bible and bl asphem ng
God, had made its mllions of converts to a system conposed
of the silliest trash, and reeking with the nost disgusting
licentiousness, that has ever disgraced our fallen
humanity. p. 36, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

* This | anguage will not seem any too severe, when it is
stated that at the Marion (lowa) neeting, in the sumer of
1865, as we are informed upon the best authority, this
whol e subj ect was expl ained to Messrs. Snook and
Bri nkerhoff, and they admtted that their objections were
renoved, and professed thenselves entirely satisfied. p.



36, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

W have seen that what is said in the visions of the
apostate and rejected state of the world, is expressed in
general terms, referring to it as a whole, and not to
i ndi vidual cases. But during the sane tinme that these
expressions apply to the world, the visions do speak of
i ndi vidual cases; and in these instances they show
concl usively that probation has not absolutely ceased. See,
for instance, Experience and Views, p. 19: "Then | saw that
Jesus woul d not | eave the nost holy place until every case
was deci ded for salvation or destruction.”™ Apply this to
what ever class we will, it shows that the tinme during which
Christ is in the nost holy place, is a tinme of decision of
character; and that consequently all characters were not
deci ded when he entered therein. And, should any one say
that that referred only to those who were Christians at the
time when he entered into that apartnent, then it would at
once appear that the cases even of such were not finally
deci ded, or, in other words, that there was danger of their
falling away. But so long as saints can fall away, sinners
can be converted; for, when probation ceases, and the cases
of all are decided, and there can be no nore conversions
anong sinners, then there can be no nore apostasi es anong
saints. When it is said, Let himthat is filthy, be filthy
still, it is also said, Let himthat is holy, be holy
still. p. 36, Para. 4, [VISIONS]

Again, on pp. 24 and 25, of Experience and Views, we have
a vision of the open and shut door. This plainly sets forth
the fact, that when the door closed, the door into the nobst
holy place was opened, and since that tinme, the
commandnent s have been shining out to God' s people, and
they are being tested on the Sabbath question. Now conpare
this with the claimthat all cases were deci ded when Chri st
entered the nost holy place in 1844. Since then the Sabbath
has been a test to God's people. What is the object of a
test? How can you test a person whose case is already
deci ded? Testing a man whose character is fixed, and who is
consequently beyond the necessity or reach of tests! This
is as bad as the conscious-state-of -t he-dead theory, which
has mllions of the saints in Heaven for |ong ages before
t he Judgnent takes place to decide whether they are worthy
of that place or not! A point so plain as this could not
have been overl ooked by any one who had exam ned the
visions with any care and attention. This shows that their
opponents have never candidly studied themto | earn what



they did teach; but in their eagerness to break down their
testi nony, they have been ready to rank thensel ves anong

t he unenvi abl e characters whom Jude descri bes, and speak
evil of the things which they know not. p. 37, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

So far therefore as individual cases are concerned, the
visions do positively teach that there are sonme, how nmany
we of course know not, whose probation has not yet ceased,
but who are yet to be converted to God, or sealed to
destruction. p. 38, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

It is for us, therefore, to herald abroad to the full est
extent we are able, the final note of nmercy and warning,
praying God in his providence to guide the good seed of
truth to the few honest hearts that remai n, wherever they
are, that the remants nmay be brought out who wll be
prepared to neet the King of kings at his appearing and
ki ngdom But for the world, the wicked in general, we
cannot pray. Qur prayers could neither reach nor benefit
them Their hearts are hopel essly cl osed agai nst the
reception of truth, by which alone people can be sanctified
and saved. And though we should pray for themtill the
Savi our appeared, their adamantine casing of prejudice
woul d not be broken, nor their ears open to the slightest
word of truth, nor their hearts weaned fromthe gross idols
of pleasure and sin upon which they are set. p. 38, Para.
2, [VISIONS].

We have now examined all the expressions which are brought
forward to show that the visions teach the close of
probation in 1844, with the exception of one which we shall
exam ne in connection with objection eight. W have shown
that they teach no such doctrine as our opponents accuse
t hem of teaching. p. 39, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

And right here we wish to nail to the wall, a fal sehood
which is very glibly circul ated about us in reference to

t he subj ect under consideration. And we nmay as well
advertise the reader now, as at any future tine, that this
is a coomodity in which our opponents deal to a greater or
| ess extent according to their degree of hatred against the
visions. The nore intensely they hate them the nore

del i berately and unscrupul ously they will m srepresent them
and their advocates. The particul ar statenent we take
occasion here to deny is the following: p. 39, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .



"Ellen's visions once taught the shut-door theory. If they
are right now, were they not correct then? But she and her
party now discard the very theory that was once taught in
her visions. This is a fact." |If the reverend (?) gentl enman
who penned this paragraph, had nmade his | ast sentence read,
This is alie, instead of This is a fact, he would have
uttered the exact truth, instead of a lie. W deny the
whol e statenent. We discard nothing that the visions have
ever taught frombeginning to end, fromfirst to |ast.
Wenever we give up any, we shall give up all; so let this
poi nt be once for all distinctly understood. p. 39, Para.
3, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 5. -- DURATION O CHRIST'S M NI STRY I N THE MOST
HCOLY Place p. 40, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

The point next in inportance in the catal ogue of the
objector, is the duration of Christ's final work in the
second apartnent of the sanctuary in Heaven. It is clained
that when his mnistry had progressed therein but five
years, from 1844 to 1849, the visions declared that his
time to remain there was nore than half expired; hence that
according to the visions, he should have cone | ong ago; and
as he has not cone, the visions are, in the pure vernacul ar
of these new objectors, a "deceptive cheat!" The | anguage
upon which this objection is based, is found on page 46 of
Experience and Views, as follows: "I saw that the time for
Jesus to be in the nost holy place was nearly finished, and
that tinme cannot last but a very little longer.”™ W are
accust onmed, when investigating Bible questions to |l et one
portion of the Bible explain another. Wy may we not foll ow
the sane rule in reference to the visions, and |let one
portion of them explain another? p. 40, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

According to this rule, the declaration that the tinme for
Jesus to be in the nost holy place was nearly finished, is
expl ai ned by the sentence that imediately follows, nanely,
"Time cannot |ast but a very little longer." See al so near
the top of page 47: "The sealing tinme is very short, and
soon will be over." Wen is the sealing tine? It
synchroni zes exactly with the period during which Chri st
mnisters in the nost holy place. Wll, that is very short,
and soon will be over; in other words, the tinme for Chri st
to mnister in the nost holy place, will soon be finished.
The burden of this testinony, then, is the shortness of



time, and the very little space that is occupied by the
sealing work and cl eansing of the sanctuary. p. 40, Para.
3, [VISIONS].

Mark this. The idea of conparison between the tine that
Jesus had then been in the nost holy place, and the tinme he
was to continue there, is not introduced. The objector
presents it as if the conparison was there, because in no
ot her way does it afford the slightest ground for an
objection. But it is not so expressed. It does not read, "I
saw that the tine for Jesus to be in the nost holy place,
in conparison with the time during which he has al ready
been there, is nearly finished."” But it would have to read
so, before we should have any right to infer that his tine
there was then nore than half or three-quarters finished,
as is clained. The vision | ooks fromthe point at which it
is given, out to the end, and in that direction only, and
declares that the work is nearly finished. As we sincerely
bel i eve and understand it, the viewis designed to inpress
upon the mnd of the reader, sinply the shortness of tine
and the nearness of the end. p. 41, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

And is not what is there shown, true as a nmatter of fact?
s not time alnost finished? W appeal to every believer in
the near advent. Could it have been truthfully expressed in
any ot her manner? \Wat should we have thought of a vision
whi ch had told us that his time in the nost holy was not
al nost finished? And considering the shortness of his
mnistry in that apartnment, would it not be true at any
period of its progress, |ooking fromthat point out to the
end, that it was nearly finished? There is an expression in
Janes, stronger than any in this vision, which we believe
was true in 1844, has been true ever since, and still is
true: "Behold the Judge standeth before the door." p. 41,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 6. -- LOOKI NG TOO FAR OFF FOR THE COM NG Of THE
LORD p. 42, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

On page 46 of Experience and Views, we read, "I saw sone

| ooking too far off for the comng of the Lord. Tinme has
continued a few years | onger than expected; therefore they
think it may continue a few years nore, and in this way
their mnds are being led frompresent truth, out after the
worl d." This vision was given about 1849; and the opponent
endeavors to transformit into an objection by the
following very | um nous coment: "The only tinme novenent



then in agitation was the 1854 novenent; and as that has
passed by, this vision is not of God." Oh, profundity of

| ogi ¢! Supposing this to have reference to sone definite
time, was it not even just possible that sone were | ooking
to atinme later than 1854? It is a notorious fact that even
fromthe first, later tines have been set by many. p. 42,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But this testinony does not have reference to any definite
time at all. The very | anguage shows that it is indefinite.
Sone were putting off the comng of the Lord indefinitely,
and so were being led away into the world. Was it the
result of the '54 tinme novenent, or can it be of any such
novenent, to lead its believers into the world? No; those
who advocate such noves, while so doing, nust so far
separate thenselves fromthe world, as to have their lives
outwardly at | east correspond to their profession. This
view had reference to commandnent - keepers, and was given to
warn them of the danger of saying in their hearts, My Lord
del ayeth his com ng, and so being overcone by the spirit of
the world. "Then," says one, "the Lord should have cone,
according to that, in at nost, three or four years from
that tinme." That does not follow. If the Lord was not
comng for twenty years, it would not be safe for the
church to look forward, indefinitely, half that distance
for the event. By thus putting it off indefinitely, we |ose
the spirit of the doctrine entirely; and as a consequent,
the spirit of the world cones in to take its place. In no
ot her way do we believe that the church can be prepared for
the trials they are to endure, and finally be ready for the
Lord when he cones, but to be expecting and watching for
the event as nigh at hand. Therefore we say, Do not put off
the comng of the Lord. See to it that this great event
does not becone dimin the distance before your eyes. And
this is sinply what this vision teaches on this point. p.
42, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

We cl ose our answer to this objection with the foll ow ng
incident, which lately occurred in the experience of one of
our preachers, and which forcibly illustrates the point
before us: p. 43, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"The boat stopped at the wharf to wood. Passengers stood
on the wharf with satchels in hand, ready to step aboard as
soon as the plank was | owered. They feared to | ose a nonent
| est they should be | eft behind. Those on board asked the
captain how | ong he would stop there. "Just |ong enough to



wood, " he said. At first the passengers dare not hardly go
a rod fromthe boat lest it should go and | eave them but
as the boat stayed | onger than they expected, at the end of
the first hour they ventured to the nearest groceries.

Anot her hour passed, and they began to think that they
woul d have tinme to see the town, and perhaps trade a
little. Athird hour passed, and yet the boat did not go.
They were now tired of waiting, and their fears of being
left were all gone. They began to think how they m ght
anmuse thenselves to pass away the tinme; for this purpose

t hey began to wander, one here and another there, and sone
a good ways fromthe boat. p. 43, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"Meanwhi | e the boat was being | oaded. Every hour and every
m nute brought it nearer the tinme to start. At length the

| ast stick was on, the whistle blew, and the command was
given, '"Haul in the lines and take up the plank.' Then
there was hurrying and running to get aboard. Sonme who were
the farthest off had to junp on after the plank was haul ed
in, sone had to clinmb over the bow of the boat, and some
who had wandered the farthest, were left entirely. p. 44,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"Dear reader, do you see the application of this? To ny
mnd it is very evident. When we first heard the good news
that Christ was soon comng, we felt that we had no tinme to
| ose to get ready for that event. p. 44, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

Ti me appeared very short. W were anxious to do all we
could to be ready at any nonent. But as with the
passengers, so with us; tinme has continued | onger than we
expected. Wth sone, it seens to grow further off every
year, and we are growi ng nore careless and | ess wat chf ul
about his com ng. Sonme are becom ng worldly mnded, are
wandering far fromthe Lord. But be careful, be careful.
Every year and every day brings the actual hour of his

com ng so nuch nearer. Soon the trunpet will sound, and
Jesus will appear. Then it will be too late to come back to
the Lord. Let us watch and be sober, and not wander from
the Lord, whilst yet a few days of preparation remain." p.

44, Para. 3, [VISIONS].
OBJECTION 7. -- New CONVERTS p. 45, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

In a vision given June 27, 1850, Experience and Vi ews, page
55, we read as follows concerning new converts to the



truth: "But nowtine is alnost finished, and what we have

been years learning, they will have to learn in a few
mont hs. " "Then," says the objector, "the Lord should have
come in a fewnonths fromthat tine." Not at all. The view,

as is evident fromthe testinony comrenci hg on the mddle
of the preceding page, is showi ng what a preparation the
peopl e of God nust have, to endure the suffering they would
have to neet for Christ's sake, and escape the seven | ast

pl agues. The tenor of the vision is shown by such
expressions as these: "WII| ye shun the seven |ast plagues?
If so, ye nmust die that ye may |ive. Get ready, get ready.
Ye must have a greater preparation than ye now have. Ye
must be partakers of Christ's sufferings here, if ye would
be partakers with himof his glory hereafter.” p. 45,

Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"I saw that sone of us have had tine to get the truth, and
to advance step by step, and every step we have taken has
given us strength to take the next." Then follows the
sentence first quoted: "But now tinme is alnost finished,
and what we have been years learning, they will have to
learn in a few nonths.” p. 45, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Now t he strength we gain by our experience as we journey
on, is just proportioned to the draft that wll be nade
upon it by the conflicts and trials before us. p. 46,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

That is, we need at any tine all the strength that we have
up to that time gained. And at no tine is it true of any of
us, that we have acquired nore strength than we need to be
able to stand. As tine el apses, we neet heavier conflicts,
and cl osed tests are brought to bear upon us. W can now
easily see howit nust be with new converts in any of the
advanced stages of our progress. Wat those of |onger
st andi ng have been | earning by years of experience, and so
have just acquired strength for future progress, new
converts, in order to cone up to the sane degree of
capability of endurance, as it is necessary that they
should do, in order to stand, nust learn in a very short
space of time. And this will be nore and nore enphatically
the case, as we draw nearer and nearer to the end. p. 46,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Again, we find in the Bible declaration after decl arati on,
put in the present tense, but yet having no reference to
the tinme in which they were witten, but only to sone



future tinme, when they woul d be specially applicable. See
for instance the following: "The end of all things is at
hand." p. 46, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"Hhmthat is ready to judge the quick and the dead." "The
Judge standeth before the door." "W shall not all sleep.”
"We which are alive and remain;" etc. 1 Pet. 4:5,7; Janes
5:9; 1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:15; declarations which
applied, not to the generation then living, but to people
ei ghteen hundred years fromthat tine. But no believer in
the Bible ever thinks of objecting to it, on account of
this testinony. Why? Because they understand the principle
that a person in vision, or witing under the influence of
the Spirit of God, is frequently carried forward into the
future, and speaks fromthat stand-point as though the tine
was then present. Just apply the sane principle to the case
before us, and the objection vanishes at once, and all is
har noni ous and plain. p. 46, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 8. -- THE DEVIL In HEAVEN p. 47, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

The objector further says of the visions: "They teach that
the Devil is in Heaven, trying to carry on the work of
God." The view upon which this foolish and w cked

m srepresentation is based, is found in Experience and

Vi ews, pages 43,44. It is a view of events to occur at the
end of the 2300 days, when Jesus changed his position from
the holy to the nost holy place. The Advent people, the
church and the world, were represented as bowed before the
throne. A great |ight was shed forth fromthe throne over
the whole nmultitude; but only a few would receive it. This
we understand to be the great |light that came forth upon
the doctrine of the advent under the first angel's nessage.
When Jesus rose up fromthe throne, or changed his position
to the nost holy place, those who had received the |ight
and were standing in his counsel, rose up with him or
followed himby faith in the change that he then made. p.
47, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

The ot her portion of the conpany who had refused the
light, were thereby left in ignorance of the change that
had been nade, and maintained their former position. They
were as a consequence, left in darkness. The true |ight was
now shining from another quarter. Not a ray of light was
seen to pass to the nultitude who still renmai ned where they
had stubbornly refused the light that had been tendered to



them This represents the position of the professed church
and the world. And that is their position we believe as
firmy to-day as we ever did. And nore than this, all other
cl asses of Adventists regard themin the sane |ight. Wat
Adventi st would think of looking to the world or the

nom nal churches for |ight? Not one. They know that they
have not the light, but are in error and darkness just as
the vision represents themto be. Concerning present truth
and present duty, they are in total darkness, and they wl|
remain so, just as long as they persist in occupying their
present position. They nust be willing to nove on with the
truth, or there is no nore light for them And this, aside
fromthis controversy on the visions, every Adventist wll
admt. But CGod still has a people there, who will yet cone
out where the light is shining, and rejoice inits
sanctifying influence. p. 47, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Then Satan was represented as standing by the throne which
Jesus had | eft, endeavoring to act in his stead, when the
mul titude sent up their blind petitions, and to affect them
in a way to deceive them and thus best suit his own
purposes. Fromthis it is clainmed that Satan is seen to be
in Heaven; and they then facetiously ask if he is "not in
the wong place for him" p. 48, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

How soon their joy at this discovery would all have been
spoiled, if they had taken the trouble to think but a step

further. If this vision teaches that the Devil is in
Heaven, then, mark, it teaches that the Advent people, the
churches and the world are all in Heaven! for these were

all represented as bowed right before the sanme throne, by
the side of which Satan was represented as standing; not on
whi ch he was said to be sitting, as they falsely assert.
But who in his sober senses can be induced to believe that
it teaches any such thing as this! Neither does it any nore
teach that Satan is in Heaven. Any one can see that the
representation is sinply designed to show the relation that
exi sted between Christ and the world, the change that took
place in that relation when he changed his mnistration,
and how Satan steps in and endeavors to performthe office
of a bestower of bl essings upon those who have refused the
light, in order to render still nore conplete their wllful
deception. And who has now seen this verified? In all the
false revivals of the land, is there not anple evidence
that they were carried on by an influence other than the
Spirit of God? p. 48, Para. 2, [VISIONS].



OBJECTION 9. -- THE TIME Of TROUBLE COMMENCED p. 49,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

It is alleged that it was shown in vision, in 1849, that
the tinme of trouble had conmenced. The authority given is
sone expressions taken down as uttered in vision. Such

det ached decl arations we cannot admt as proof of anything
positive, because we do not know with what scenes they were
connected in the vision, and hence are unable to | ocate
them p. 49, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

W nust have the whole vision with all its connections,
and dependenci es. For the sake, however, of not seemng to
pass anything by w thout due consideration, we will admt
the possibility of certain declarations having been nade,
and of their having reference to the tinme when they were
spoken. The all eged expressions are these: "The tine of
troubl e has commenced, it is begun. The reason why the four
w nds have not let go, is because the saints are not all
sealed. It is on the increase, and will increase nore and
nore. The trouble will never end till the earth is rid of
the wi cked. When M chael stands up, this trouble wll be
all over the earth. "Now what is proved by these
expressions? It is proved that the special time of trouble
such as never was, had not then commenced; for that does

not take place till Mchael stands up, according to Dan.
12:1; but the expression here is, "When M chael stands up
this trouble will be all over the earth;" show ng that

M chael had not then stood up, and that the trouble
referred to was only sone |ocal and particular trouble.
Agai n, "The reason why the four w nds have not let go,"
etc. This again shows that the great tine of trouble which
is to be caused by the bl owi ng of the wi nds had not then
commenced. The word trouble is then used only in a
secondary sense; and in that sense it was true, and still
is true. The great outbreak in Europe, in 1848, narked the
commencenent of that tinme designated as the "anger of the
nations."” Rev. 11:18. Since then they have been grow ng
nore and nore angry. Distress of nations with perplexity
has been increasing on the earth; and darker forebodings
press nore heavily continually on the hearts of nen, just
as the Saviour said it should be, when giving the signs of
his comng. p. 49, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Wthin the past seventeen years every Adventist has
reiterated all these things nore than a thousand tines; and
we ask, Are they true or false? Now, shall we grow angry



because it happened to be so seen in vision, and give it
all up, although it has thus far been a cardi nal point of
our faith? p. 50, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 10. -- PERPETUATION Of | MVORTALITY p. 51, Para.
1, [VISI ONS].

On this point the objector says: "She teaches, contrary to
the Bible on the subject of imortality, that even the
endless |life in the eternal state nay cease and waste
away." We reply, She teaches no such thing; and they who
assert it, do, or mght, know better. To what do they refer
for proof of this? To what she says about Adamin the
garden of Eden: "In order for man to possess an endl ess
life, he nust continue to eat of the tree of |ife. Deprived
of that tree, his life would gradually wear out." G fts,
Vol. 3, p. 64. This is spoken of Adamin his probationary
state in Paradi se. But we would informour astute reasoners
t hat Adam on probation in the garden of Eden, and a
redeened saint in glory, are two things. This decl aration
has no reference to the eternal state. Could they not see
this? O is it their pleasure to pervert and m srepresent?
Their conclusion is six thousand years fromtheir prem ses;
and if this is a specinen of the discernnment in opposing
the visions, the sooner they retire fromthe arena the
better for the reputation as candid reasoners, or even
honest men. p. 51, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Qbj ection 11. -- SLAVERY p. 51, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

The obj ector consoles hinself again with the thought that
there is sonething nore out of joint with the visions. He
says: "Her visions on slavery in the United States have
been proven false by recent facts.” To which we reply, that
recent facts prove no such thing. The only declaration that
referred to slavery at the tinme it was witten is this: "It
| ooked to ne like an inpossibility now for slavery to be
done away." This was shown in 1862, and published in
Testinmony No. 7, page 19. It was spoken in reference to the
South as their selfish |ove of slavery was set before her
in vision, and the desperate neasures they woul d adopt to
preserve the institution, before they would give it up. To
illustrate this case, she was pointed back to Pharaoh and
his dealings with the Israelites as they canme out of Egypt.
And as the scene passed before her and she saw the fiendish
spirit of the slavehol ders, and their unscrupul ous

determ nations, she says is |ooked to her like an



impossibility for slavery to be done away. Well now, could
not slavery be done away without proving it false that it
at that tinme appeared to her that such a thing was

i npossible? Is it on such shall ow objections as this, that
we are called upon to give up the visions? But it does not
yet appear that slavery is really dead. Men of quite as
much erudition and scope of discernment as any who are now
engaged in a petty warfare agai nst the visions, assert and
reiterate, from personal know edge of things in the South,
that slavery is as nuch a fact to-day, in sone portions of
those States, as it was five years ago; that it is
abol i shed only in name. It is beginning to | ook even to
sone of these, |like an inpossibility, under the present
state of things, for it to be done away. p. 52, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

But there is another testinony that is brought in, in this
connection. Experience and Views, page 18: "Then commenced
the Jubil ee when the |land should rest. | saw the pious
slave rise in triunmph and victory, and shake off the chains
that bound him while his w cked master was in confusion,
and knew not what to do; for the w cked coul d not
understand the voice of God. Soon appeared the great white
cloud,” etc. But how, we would like to know, is this
"proved to be false by the recent events in the United
States?" It cannot be proved to be false till we have
passed the time to which it applies; and when is that? It
is right dowmn at the end, at the voice of God, in close
connection with the appearing of the Saviour. And, we
inquire further, even if slavery in this country should be,
for the time being, entirely abolished, as we trust and
pray that it may be, that the poor bondman may have an
opportunity to learn the truth, would it not be possible
for it to be revived again before the comng of the Lord?
At that time the world will be sunk to an unparall el ed
degree in every species of w ckedness; and can we suppose
that the system of slavery, which so panders to all the
grosser lusts of the depraved and carnal heart, wll be
unknown in the m dst of that w ckedness? WII| nen becone so
extrenely virtuous on this point? It is not at al
probable. If we understand this vision aright, and Rev.

6: 15 aright, there will be bondnen on the earth when the
Lord appears. p. 52, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 12. -- The SABBATH A TEST p. 53, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .



"She teaches,” says the objector, "that the Sabbath was
not a test prior to 1844, which is contrary to the Bible."
To this we reply, that she teaches no such thing. Wat does
she say? "I saw that the present test on the Sabbath coul d
not come until the nmediation of Jesus in the Holy Pl ace was
finished, and he had passed within the second vail;
therefore Christians who fall asleep before the door was
opened in the Most Holy when the midnight cry was finished
at the seventh nonth, 1844, and had not kept the true
Sabbat h, now rest in hope; for they had not the |light and
the test on the Sabbath which we now have since that door
was opened." Experience and Views, page 25. Then what is
the test referred to? Evidently the new |ight that cane
forth at that tinme upon the Sabbath question as connected
wi th prophecy. But the objector, by nmaking the Sabbath a
test in the sane sense in which it is now a test, before
t he devel opnent of the light upon it, not only goes beyond
the Bible, but offers no hope to those Christians who have
died in the past without observing it. If he wishes to take
upon hinself that burden he is welconme to carry it. The
Bi bl e proportions a man's responsibility to the light he
receives. And what is it that gives the Sabbath doctrine
its vitality and aggressive power in the hands of S. D
Adventists, over what it possesses in the hands of S. D
Baptists? It is sinply its connection with prophecy and the
subj ect of the sanctuary. And before the truth on these
subj ects canme out, the light that existed on the Sabbath
guestion, even anong those who were observing it, was
scarcely a tithe of what it is now Hence the Sabbath
guestion has occupied a place before the world since that
time, such as it did not, and could not, before. No S. D.
Adventists can consistently deny this. And this is all that
can be deduced fromthe teachings of the visions upon this
point. p. 54, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 13. -- The ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY FOUR THOUSAND
p. 54, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"Her visions," we are told, "are contradictory in regard
to the 144,000." The only trouble with this objection is,
that like all those we have thus far examned, it is false.
There is no truth in it. Wat is the objection nade of?
Just this. In Experience and Views, Page 11, she speaks of
the living saints at the tinme the voice of God is heard, as
bei ng 144,000 in nunber. In Gfts, Vol. 1, page 205, she
says that those who have died in faith under the third
angel 's nessage, are raised at the voice of God. She does



not say that these raised ones are nunbered anong the
144,000, as the objector assunes; but we will consider it
so, in order to give the objection all the force that it
can have. Then, says the objector, the first statenent that
the 144,000 are the living saints, is contradicted by the
second that it takes these resurrected ones to nake up the
nunber. WII the objector tell us when these persons are
raised? Is it the voice of God pronouncing the day and hour
of Jesus' com ng, that brings themup, or do they cone up
before, and in season to hear it? This point is
conclusively settled by the testinony in inmediate
connection. W read on the page |last referred to: "There
was a m ghty earthquake. The graves were shaken open, and
those who died in faith under the third angel's nessage,
keepi ng the Sabbath, canme forth fromtheir dusty beds,
glorified, to hear the covenant of peace that God was to
make with those who had kept his law." p. 55, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

What this covenant of peace is, is showmn a few |lines
further on: "And as God spake the day and hour of Jesus
com ng and delivered the everlasting covenant to his
people,” etc. Now what can be neant by the declaration that
they cane forth to hear the covenant of peace, etc., unless
it is that they are raised before this covenant is
procl ai red, or the voice of God announces the day and hour
of Jesus' com ng, and are raised, and standing alive with
t he saints who have never died, are they not in al
propriety reckoned anong the living saints? And it is this
very declaration of the day and the hour of Jesus' com ng
that the conpany then alive, 144,000 in nunber, hear and
under st and. Experience and Views, pages 10,11. Then where
is the contradiction? It does not exist. p. 55, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

But it is further objected, that at the general
resurrection of the righteous at the appearing of Christ,
the 144,000 rejoice to neet their friends who had been torn
fromthem by death. Experience and Views, page 12. This is
clainmed as a contradiction. But is it not barely possible
that sonme of the 144,000 had Christian friends taken away
by death previous to the rise of the third angel's nessage?
Such captious criticismis unwrthy of notice. p. 56,

Para. 1, [VISIONS].

It is objected again that this makes too nany
resurrections. W | eave the objector to settle this with



the Bible; for the prophet Daniel brings to viewthis very
resurrection. Dan. 12:1,2: "And at that tinme shall M chael
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children
of thy people: and there shall be a tinme of trouble, such
as never was since there was a nation even to that sane
time: and at that tinme thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found witten in the book. And many of
themthat sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, sone
to everlasting life, and sonme to shame and everl asting
contenpt."” p. 56, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

Here is a resurrection which takes place after the great
and final tinme of trouble for this world has commenced. But
it is not the general resurrection either of the righteous
or the wicked; for it is only "some" out of each class; not
all of either class. Hence here is a resurrection of a
certai n nunber of righteous ones, before the general
resurrection of the righteous, at the appearing of Christ;
for there will be no possibility of this partial
resurrection after that event; and comng in as it does,
after the tinme of trouble comences, and before the
appearing of Christ in the clouds of heaven, it nust be the
very resurrection here brought to viewin the visions. To
no other event can Daniel's testinony apply. p. 56, Para.
3, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 14. -- FLEEING OUT OF THE VILLAGES. p. 57,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

The view presented in the visions, of the saints fleeing
out of the cities and villages in the tine of trouble.
Experience and Views, p. 17, is contrary to Luke 17: 34, 35,
whi ch speaks of two nmen being in one bed, two wonen
grinding at the mll, and one being taken and the other
left. In what respect the vision is contrary to Luke
17: 34,35, this crude and hal f-stated objection does not
informus. We are left to infer that in the objector's view
two are to be in bed, two wonen grinding at the mll, two
inthe field, etc., at the nonent when Christ appears and
sends his angels to gather his saints; one is to be
ri ghteous, and so is to be "taken" up to neet the Lord, and
the other is to be wicked, and | eft to perish; in other
words, the righteous and wi cked are to be m ngl ed together
prom scuously over the earth and separated at the com ng of
Christ; whereas the visions show that the righteous
separate thensel ves fromthe w cked before that tine, and
gat her together in conpanies waiting for the Lord. p. 57,



Para. 2, [VISIONS].

The objection is founded sinply upon the objector’'s view
of the passage referred to, in the correctness of which, we
have not the slightest confidence in a single particul ar.
Hence we cannot well answer the objection, short as it is,
Wi t hout giving an exposition of the scripture involved
therein. And as an expl anation of this inportant passage
may be of interest, aside fromthe use the objector would
make of it against the visions, the reader will pardon us
for dwelling upon it quite at length. p. 57, Para. 3,

[ VI SI ONS] .

The verses in question, Luke 17:34-36, read as follows: "I
tell you, in that night, there shall be two nmen in one bed,
the one shall be taken and the other left. Two wonen shal
be grinding together; the one shall be taken and the other
left. Two nmen shall be in the field; the one shall be taken
and the other left.” p. 58, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Two cl asses of persons are here brought to view, probably
the righteous and the w cked, between which there is, at
sone time, a separation to take place. W wish to
ascertain, if possible, when this tine is, or at what
period this portion of Scripture has its application. To do
this we nust | ook at the context, to which we invite the
attention of the reader, conmencing with verse 26: "And as
it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days
of the Son of man. p. 58, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

27. They did eat, they drank, they nmarried w ves, they
were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
into the ark, and the flood cane, and destroyed them all
28. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did
eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they
bui | ded; 29; but the sane day that Lot went out of Sodomit
rained fire and brinstone from Heaven, and destroyed them
all. 30. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of
man i s revealed. 31. In that day, he which shall be upon
t he housetop, and his stuff in the house, let himnot cone
down to take it away: and he that is in the field let him
i kewi se not return back. 32. Renenber Lot's w fe. 33.
Whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it." p. 58,
Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Fol |l owi ng these verses, cone the ones first introduced.
The proposition we first undertake to prove in reference to



this scripture, is, that it does not apply to the precise
monment when the glorious |ight of the com ng Savi our
flashes i ke lightning fromthe east to the west, nor to
any particular hour, nor to any day of twenty-four hours,
but to a period of time nore or less indefinite. But does
it not say, "In the day," when the Son of man is reveal ed,”
and "in that day," and even "in that night?" True; and sone
argue fromthis, apparently incapable of |ooking at the
subject fromnore than one point of view, that the
particul ar day of twenty-four hours in which Christ appears
must be all that is referred to in the passage. But if we
shall show that these expressions are sonetines used to
denote an indefinite period, and that the context
positively requires that they should be so used here, it
will be sufficient to establish our proposition, with al
reasonabl e and candid mnds. And this can easily be done.

p. 59, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

|. The definition of these words will allow us to give
t hem such an application. Geenfield, under the word day
henera says that by netonyny the word is used both in the
singul ar and plural to denote "tine," as nmeasured by days,
as in the phrase, in our days; life, that is, tinme of life,
age, years." Under the word night, nux, he says,
"Tropically, a tine which is unsuitable, unreasonable,
i nopportune for doing anything. By netonyny, a tine of
ment al dar kness, ignorance, and vice." p. 59, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

2. The word is frequently so used in the New Testanent.
Luke 6:22,23: "Blessed are ye, when nen shall hate you, and
when they shall separate you fromtheir conpany, and shal
reproach you, and cast out your nanme as evil, for the Son
of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy."
Not in a day, nerely of twenty-four hours, but in atine, a
season, when such should be their experience. Luke 10:12:
"But | say unto you, that is shall be nore tolerable in
that day for Sodom than for that city." Verse 14 shows
that this is the day of Judgment; and no one can suppose
that by this a day of nerely twenty-four hours is neant,
but a period of time in which the Judgnment sits, and the
puni shnent i s determ ned and execut ed upon the unrepentant
and guilty. John 8:56: "your father Abrahamrej oiced to see
my day; and he saw it and was glad." Not sinply a literal
day in Christ's history, but doubtless the whole period of
his mnistry upon earth. Rom 13:12: "The night is far
spent, the day is at hand." p. 60, Para. 1, [VISIONS]



Here, certainly, sonething nore than a period of twenty-
four hours is nmeant. 1 Thess. 5:2: "The day of the Lord so
coneth as a thief in the night.” But we all know that the
day of the Lord is nore than a literal day in duration; and
that it comrences with the judgnents that fall upon the
earth a short period before the appearing of the Son of man
in the clouds of heaven. See Isa. 13:6-18; 63:1-6; Zeph.
1:14-18; 2 Pet. 3:10,12; Rev. 15:1; 16:1-21; etc. Again we
read, "Behold nowis the day of salvation;" 2 Cor. 6:1;
referring to the whol e gospel dispensation; the "day" when
God took Israel by the hand to | ead them out of Egypt, Heb.
8:9, covering all the tine consuned in fully delivering
them fromthe house of bondage; the "day of tenptation,”
Heb. 3:8,9,17, in which God was grieved with themforty
years; etc. That the word night is used in a simlar sense
is showmmn by Rom 13:12, already quoted, and by John 9:4;
"The night conmeth when no man can work." p. 60, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

These instances mght be multiplied to al nost any required
extent. And al t hough neither these, nor the definitions
above given, would, of thenselves, prove positively that
the word day has an indefinite meaning in the passage under
consi deration, they show that it may be so used, and that
such nust be its neaning here, if there is anything in the
context to require it. p. 61, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

W are now ready to look still further at verses 26- 30,
and show that a space of tine, nore or less indefinite, and
not the precise nonent at which the Lord appears, is
referred to therein throughout. p. 61, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Verse 24 declares, "As it was in the days of Noah, so
shall it be also in the days of the Son of nman." Here the
plural, days, is used, showing that a period of sone
consi derable length is intended. And so far as tine is
concerned, this is the key-note to the whol e passage. The
mnd is set right in the very start. And the expression,
"the day when the Son of man is reveal ed,” of verse 30, and
"that day," of verse 31, and "that night," of verse 34,
evidently nean the sane as "the days of the Son of man," of
verse 26; for all the expressions refer to the very sane
time. The parallel passage in Matt. 24:37-41, reads, "But
as the days of Noe were, so shall also the com ng of the
Son of man be," etc. Now there can be no just conparison
bet ween the days of Noah, and the act of com ng again on



the part of the Son of man. Hence, this is not what is

i ntended. But there can be a conparison between the days of
Noah, the days that preceded the flood, and the days that

i mredi ately precede the com ng of the Son of man; and this
consideration is sufficient to showthat this is what is
meant. And in this tine there shall be a separation, or
line of distinction drawn, between the righteous and the

wi cked; for two shall "be in the field; the one shall be
taken and the other left;" and "two wonmen shall be grinding
at the mlIl; the one shall be taken and the other left."

p. 61, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

The reference to the days of Noah covers a period of tine
during which they were eating, drinking, marrying, scoffing
at Noah, and giving thenselves up to revelry and riot. To
be a parallel case, a period of time nust also be referred
toin the |ast days, sufficient for these traits of evil to
be devel oped and gl aringly practiced anong mankind. p. 62,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Verse 31 says, "in that day, he which shall be upon the
housetop, and his stuff in the house, |et himnot come down
to take it away." This | anguage is adapted to the custons
of the country in which it was spoken, where the roofs of
the houses are flat and so near together that a person can
step without difficulty fromthe roof of one house to
anot her, and so, in case of danger, could even escape from
the city without conming down at all into the street. It
must sinply nean that in the tinme here spoken of, no one
shoul d give hinself any concern to save his earthly goods
and possessions. But let us apply it, as sone would have us
do, to the nonment when the Lord appears, and we ask, where
then woul d be the necessity of such an exhortation as this?
Wo at that time will be looking to his wealth and riches?
No one; for before this tinme the cankered gold of the m ser
will be cast into the streets, Eze. 7:19, and the great
ones of the earth, knowi ng fromthe convul sions of nature,
even before the Lord nakes his appearance, that the great
day of his wath is conme, Rev. 6:15,16, drop all their
earthly possessions, flee to the nmountains, and lift up a
frantic prayer to the rocks and nountains, to bury them
fromthe wath of the Lanb, and formthe face of H mthat
sitteth upon the throne, the revelation of whose awf ul
presence they nonentarily expect. It is not, therefore,
consistent to apply the | anguage of verse 31 to the literal
day of twenty-four hours, in which the Lord appears. It
must cover a longer period of time, and have its



application previous to that event. p. 62, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

Verse 23 reads, "Whosoever shall seek to save his life
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his |ife shal
preserve it." p. 63, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

The attenpt to apply this | anguage to the very day of the
Lord's appearing, will present in a still stronger |ight
the absurdity of that view. For we ask, Howw Il a man at
the nonent of the Lord's comng, as a result of seeking to
save his life, lose it? And howwi |l he, at that point of
time, by losing it, save it? How? The folly of such a
supposition is very apparent. As to what is nmeant by saving
and losing life, there can be no difference of opinion.
Seeking to save life and so losing it, is a course against
whi ch we are el sewhere counsel ed by the Saviour. See Matt.
10:39. It is to sacrifice the principles of truth and
ri ght eousness for the purpose of avoiding |oss,
persecution, or perhaps, death itself inthis l[ife, and so
losing eternal life. Wile by losing our life for the sake
of Christ, that is, throwi ng our whole selves into his
service, and standing firmthough we should suffer death

here, we shall have eternal life in the end. Such |anguage,
therefore, cannot apply to any other tine then that in
whi ch character nmay be devel oped, and eternal |ife be

gained or lost. But this period of probation ceases for
guite a space of tine before the Lord appears. See Rev.
22:11,12: "He that is unjust, let himbe unjust still; and
he which is filthy, let himbe filthy still; and he that is
righteous let himbe righteous still; and he that is holy
et himbe holy still. And behold, | cone quickly." And
thus we are still nore firmy held to the sanme concl usion,
that is, that the | anguage under consideration nust apply
to a space of tinme nore or less indefinite, previous to the
comng of the Son of man. p. 63, Para. 2, [VISIONS|

We have now shown that the terns "day" and "night,"” may be
used to denote a period of greater or less |length, and that
the context positively requires that they should be so used
in Luke 17:30,31, and 34. W mght therefore at this point
submt our proposition as proved; but there are sonme other
considerations we wish to introduce. p. 64, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

The Lord then proceeds to state the different issues that
W Il befall those who seek to save their lives fromnotives



of selfish interest, and those who are willing to | ose them
for the sake of Christ: one shall be taken, and the other
left. p. 64, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

It is inportant to determ ne what is signified by these
expressions. Wiy, says one, this applies at the com ng of
the Lord, and one, the righteous, shall be taken; taken up
to neet the Lord in the air, and delivered fromthis world
and all its evils; while the other, the wicked, is left;
left to be destroyed in the great conflagration. This view
| ooks very plausible at first sight, but it is exceedingly
shaken when we cone to | ook at the definition of the words.
The word, taken, has rather the sense of being taken as a
captive, apprehended, seized; while the word, left, instead
of signifying, left to perish, has the sense of being
permtted to go away, delivered or rescued from danger. The
second definition given by Liddell and Scott, to the first
wor d, paral anbano, is, "To take in pledge, to take by force
or treachery, seize, get possession of." The other word,
aphiem, is defined under the second head, by the sane
authors, as follows: "To let go, |oose, set free." In
accordance with these definitions, sone translations read,
"One shall be seized, and the other escape." The Cottage
Bi ble corments thus: "one shall be taken, that is, as a
captive." Here is a separation between the righteous and
the wicked. The one is seized, and dooned to destruction,
the other escapes. p. 65, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

And the disciples ask, "Were, Lord?" where shall this
sei zure and destruction take place? And he answers,

"Wher esoever the body is, thither will the eagles be

gat hered together." The parallel passage in Matt. 2428,
reads, "For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the
eagl es be gathered together."” And here a word i s used,
whi ch never has any ot her neaning but that of a corpse or
lifel ess body. Now those who apply all this to the literal
day of the Lord' s appearing, are obliged to take the body,
or carcass, as a representative of Christ, and the eagles
as representatives of the saints which are caught up to
meet himin the air. But can this be? What! represent the
Lord of glory, as he comes in mgjesty and triunph with al
the glory of the Father, by a dead body, a | oathsone
carcass? and the saints who are caught up to neet him as
eagl es, which go to rend and devour their prey? The idea is
repul sive and revolting to the | ast degree. p. 65, Para.
2, [VISIONS].



But what nay be fitly represented by the dead body?
Answer, The w cked, who, as unworthy of life, are given
over to destruction. And what by the eagl es? Answer, The
j udgnents of God, that come down upon them to slay and
devour them Job, speaking of the eagle, says, "Were the
slain are, there is she." Job 49:30. So wherever the w cked
are, the plagues of God will find themout, and cone down
upon them | i ke eagles upon their prey. Describing the
scenes of this time, the Psal m st says: "A thousand shal
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, but
it shall not conme nigh thee. There shall no evil befal
t hee, neither shall any plague cone nigh thy dwelling." Ps.
91:7,10. Thus the righteous escape, while the w cked by
their side are seized and perish. p. 66, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

Fromthis time on, we understand there is no association
between the righteous and the wi cked. Certainly we cannot
suppose that the saints will conme up to the very nonent of
t he advent, unconcernedly carrying on their work, either in
their houses or in their fields, side by side with their
deadl i est enem es! No; the manifest judgnents of God
separate the one fromthe other, and then we can "turn and
di scern between himthat serveth God, and himthat serveth
himnot." It is at this tinme, when Christ has ceased his
i ntercessions, nercy pleads no nore, and the plagues are
falling upon the wi cked, that the declaration found in
Experience and Views, p. 17, will be fulfilled: "In the
time of trouble, we all fled fromthe cities and vill ages,
but were pursued by the w cked, who entered the houses of
the saints with the sword to kill us, but it broke and fel
powerl ess as a straw," etc. This is just before the final
victory of the saints, when they "cry day and night unto
God for deliverance." Luke 18:7. This agrees perfectly with
the testinony we have been considering, from Matthew and
Luke. p. 66, Para. 2, [VISIONS|

Wth the view here presented, there is consistency and

har nony t hroughout; with any other, there is not. People
may endeavor to show that the testinony of Luke 17:26-37,
refers to the very hour of the Lord's appearing, and that
the righteous and wicked are up to that nonent associ ated
together in all the occupations of life, for the sake of
provi ng the foregoing declaration from Experience and Vi ews
to be incorrect; but they can only do it by stubbornly
shutting their eyes to all the clainms of the context, and
ringing an insignificant round of changes on the word,



day." p. 67, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

But it nust be very apparent to all that that is but a
superficial and inconpetent exam nation of this question,
whi ch does not inquire whether the word, day, may not nean
a period of indefinite duration; whether the context does
not require that it be so used here; whether the
expressi ons about being "taken" and "left," do not denote
an event of such a nature that it cannot transpire at the
nmoment of the Lord's appearing; and whether the carcass and
t he eagl es can apply to Christ and his saints. Taking these
guestions into account, as we have done in the foregoing
remarks, we find that the | anguage of Luke covers a
consi derabl e period of tine, and that according to his
testinony, a separation between the righteous and the
wi cked certainly does take place before the Lord appears.
What ever di screpancy, therefore, the objector finds between
this portion of scripture and the statenment from Experience
and Views quoted above, is only what he hinself creates by
his own erroneous view of the passage. p. 67, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTION 15. -- The MAG CIANS' RODS p. 68, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

She says the magicians' rods did become serpents, and that

they did not really becone serpents; which |ast declaration
contradicts Ex. 7:12, which says they did becone serpents.

Test. No. 7, p. 51; Gfts, Vol. 3, p. 205. p. 68, Para. 2

[ VI SI ONS] .

To make an objection of this, the objector has to overl ook
t he | anguage of appearances, which is essential to and
under standi ng of a great portion of the Bible. Thus the
Bi bl e says the sun rises, sets, etc. Does it nmean that it
really rises? The objector mght here take his stand with
the infidel in his foolish cavils against the Bible. If the
Bi bl e designed to be anywhere astronomcally correct on
these points, it would, doubtless, somewhere read, The sun
does not really rise; but the revolution of the earth
causes is so to appear. p. 68, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

But says the objector, "This contradicts Ex. 7:12, which
says they did becone serpents.” In answer to this, we
i ntroduce the followi ng extract from Bush's notes on Ex.
7:11. After stating that the nmagicians wought no such
mracle in reality as was perfornmed through Mdses and



Aaron, he says: p. 68, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"We proceed, therefore, to state the grounds of this
interpretation, and in doing it we regret, that fromits
depending so entirely upon the idiomatic structure of the
Hebrew, the nmere English reader will not, perhaps, be able
fully to appreciate its force. W will endeavor to make it,
however, if not denonstrable, at least, intelligible. It is
a canon of interpretation of frequent use in the exposition
of the sacred witings that verbs of action sonetines
signify nerely the will and endeavor to do the action in
guestion. Thus Eze. 24:13, '| have purified thee, and thou
wast not purged;' i.e., | have endeavored, used neans, been
at pains, to purify thee. John 5:44, 'How can ye believe
whi ch receive honor one of another;' i.e. endeavor to
receive. Rom 2:4, 'The goodness of God | eadeth thee to
repentance,; i.e., endeavors, or tends, to |l ead thee. AnpsS
9:3, 'Though they be hid fromny sight in the bottom of the
sea;' i.e., though they aimto be hid. 1 Cor. 10:33, "I
pl ease all nen;' i.e., endeavor to please. Gl. 5:4,
"Whosoever of you are justified by the law,' i.e., seek and
endeavor to be justified Ps. 69:4, 'They that destroy ne
are mghty.;" i.e., that endeavor to destroy ne. Eng. 'that
woul d destroy ne.' p. 69, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Acts 7:26, 'And set them at one again;' i.e., w shed and
endeavored. Eng. 'would have set them' The passage before
us we consider as exhibiting a usage entirely anal ogous.
"They also did in |ike manner with their enchantnents;’
i.e., they endeavored to do in |ike manner; just as in
chap. 8:18, it is said, 'And the magicians did so with
their enchantnents to bring forth [ice, but they could
not;' the words being precisely the sane in both instances.
Adopting this construction, we suppose that the forner
cl ause of verse 12 should be rendered, 'For they cast down
every man his rod, that they m ght becone serpents;' which
t he Hebrew reader will perceive to be a rendering precisely
parallel to that which occurs in chap. 6:11, 'Speak unto
Pharaoh, that he let the children of Israel go;' Heb. 'And
he shall let go.' So, also, chap. 7:2, 'Shall speak unto
Phar aoh, that he send;' Heb. 'And he shall send.' The
magi ci ans cast down their rods, that they m ght undergo a
simlar transnutation with that of Mses,' but it is not
expressly said that they were so changed, and we therefore
incline to place their disconfiture in the loss of their
rods, those instrunents with which they had vainly hoped to
conpete with Moses. If it be contended that there was sone



ki nd of change produced on the nmgicians' rods, but that it
was effected by feats of juggling, or |egerdemain, and
anmounted in fact nerely to an optical illusion, we do not
particularly object to this construction, inasnmuch as it
adm ts our main position, that there was no real mracle
wr ought by, or through, the magicians. Perhaps, on the
whol e, it may be considered as the nost probable

hypot hesi s; especially, as the narrative does not require
us to understand all these various incidents as having

occurred at one and the sane interview" p. 69, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTI ON 16. -- ENTERING The ARK p. 70, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

Spiritual Gfts, Vol. 3, p. 68, says that the animls were
for seven days comng into the ark, and that the famly of
Noah were seven days in the ark before the rain began to
descend; and this is clainmed as a contradiction of Gen.
7:11-16. "In the selfsame day entered Noah, etc. into the
ark. The cattle after their kind." etc. To make an

obj ection here, the objector would carry the inpression
that in the very day that Noah entered into the ark, the
animals cane in too, and on the sane day the flood cane. W
can only inquire if the objector has ever read the first
part of Gen. 7, in which it is shown that Noah was first
sumoned to go into the ark, that the animls canme unto
him into the ark which shows that he was in there, of
course, arranging themas they entered, and after seven
days the flood of waters cane upon the earth. There is not
the | east contradiction between this and the vision. p.
71, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

bj ection 17. -- AN MALS PRESERVED p. 71, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"Every species of aninmals which God had created was
preserved in the ark.”" Gfts, Vol. 3, p. 15. "There was a
very large class of animals which perished at the flood."
Gfts, Vol. 4, p. 121. Then, says the objector, "Either God
did not create these large animals, or here is a
contradiction.”™ p. 71, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

But if he had just read the very next sentence follow ng
the first quotation given above, his contradiction would
have at once vani shed: "The confused species which God did
not create, which were the result of amal gamation, were



destroyed by the flood." Vol. 3, p. 15. p. 71, Para. 4,
[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTI ON 18. -- THE CLOSE Of THE 1000 YEARS. p. 72,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

"At the close of the thousand years, Jesus and the angels
and all the saints with himleave the holy city, and while
he is descending to the earth with them the w cked dead
are raised." Ex. & Views, p. 34. As a contradiction to
this, a quotation is made from Gfts, Vol. 1, as follows:
"At the end of the one thousand years, Jesus left the city,
and a train of the angelic host followed him Jesus
descended upon a great and m ghty nountain, which, as soon
as his feet touched it, parted asunder and becane a m ghty
plain. Then we | ooked up and saw t he great and beauti ful
city. * * * And it came down in all its splendor and
dazzling glory, and settled in the plain. * * Then Jesus,
and all the holy retinue of angels, and all the redeened
saints, left the city. * * * Then Jesus in terrible,
fearful nmajesty called forth the wicked dead. G fts, Vol.
1, p. 213. The objector then asks the question, "Wen did
Jesus raise then? While he was descending as first stated,
or after the city come down as |ast stated?" p. 72, Para.
2, [VISIONS].

It will be difficult for the reader to understand the
di shonest work that has been made in garbling and
perverting this testinony, unless he has the books and can
refer to them hinself. Fromthe manner in which the
guotation is given, he would think it was all one connected
par agraph, on the sanme page, and referring to the sane
subj ect, instead of a part of it being on another page, and
under a new chapter, and on a new subject, as is actually
the case! p. 72, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

In one instance in the quotation, as the objector gives
it, there is nearly a line omtted, with nothing at all to
indicate it. Next, three and a half lines are omtted,
signified by the insertion of three stars. But where the
| eaf turns, and a new chapter are introduced, the change is
i ndicated by only two stars! The commencenent and cl ose of
the quotation is sinply the rehearsal of the sane facts
applied to two different subjects. The subject of chap. 39,
of Gfts, Vol. 1, is "The Earth Desolated;" and in that
chapter we are taken down through the period of its
desol ation to the tine when the city is |ocated upon it.



The point in the quotation where this chapter ends is this:
"And it canme down in all its splendor and dazzling glory,
and settled in the [mghty] plain [which Jesus had prepared
for it.] Then opens chapter 11, and the subject of that
chapter is "The Second Resurrection;" and in the openi ng of
that chapter we are carried right back to the holy city,
and to the exit of Christ and his people therefrombefore
it comes down. The reader would at once have seen this, if
t he obj ector had not dishonestly concealed the fact that a
new chapter was opened, and then suppressed two lines and a
hal f of the testinony, for which no reason is given.

Chapter 40 opens thus: "Then Jesus, and all the holy
retinue of angels, and all the redeened saints, left the
city. The holy angels surrounded Jesus and escorted hi mon
his way, and the train of redeened saints foll owed. Then
Jesus, in terrible, fearful majesty, called forth the

w cked dead, etc. "The angels escorted himon his way." On
his way where? we ask, if the city and the heavenly conpany
had al ready descended. It is on the authority of such

garbl ed quotations as this, that we are asked to di scard
the visions. W beg to be excused. p. 72, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

Per haps some may refer to Vol. 3, pp. 83,84, where the
sane facts are stated, undivided by a chapter; but the sane
principle will hold good here as in the fornmer case. It is
a principle coomon to all witings, not only the Bible, but
to every book in which there are different series of events
narrated which synchronize in the tinme of their
fulfillment. We are carried down through one series, and
when that is conpleted, we are taken back to the
commencenent of another. p. 73, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

It is a characteristic of infidelity, that it will not
allowus to apply to the Bible the sanme rul es of
interpretation that we do to other books; and it is a
characteristic of these objections to the visions, that
they will not allow us to understand the visions as we do
the Bible. p. 74, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 19. -- MEN BEFORE The FLOOD. p. 74, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

Gfts, Vol. 3, p. 84, states that those who lived before
the flood were nore than twice as tall as nen now |iving;
that generations after the flood were less in stature; and
that there has been a continual decrease to the present



time; and this, it is clained, contradicts -- what? Sone
ot her vision? No; the Bible? No; but "facts." What facts?
Oh, a writer in the Anerican Tract Society's Bible

Di ctionary, conjectures fromnumr es and sone ot her things
that the race of manki nd never exceeded, in the average,
their present stature! O weakness! where are thy swaddling
bands! p. 74, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Sonmebody conj ectures that the hunan race never could have
been larger than at present; therefore the vision nust be
false! But it is a notorious fact, that evidence has cone
forth upon this point, anply sufficient to sustain the
testinony of the vision. Much of it has appeared in |ate
vol umes of the Review, and it is now al nost daily com ng up
fresh fromthe bosomof the earth -- evidence fromthe
di scovery of organic remains, sufficient to show beyond a
sane doubt, that at sone period in the past there existed
on this earth a class of gigantic nen and animals, in
conmparison with which the present species are but pygm es.
Bef ore such facts as these, the objection vanishes like
chaff before the whirlwnd. p. 74, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 20. -- THE TEMPLE In THE CITY. p. 75, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"I saw an angel flying swiftly to ne. He carried nme from
the earth to the holy city. In the city I saw a tenpl e,
which | entered." Experience & Views, p. 16. This, says the
objector, contradicts Rev. 21:22: "And | saw no tenple
therein; for the Lord God and the Lanb are the tenple of
it." p. 75, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

To this objection we reply: Sister Wiite sawthe city as
it exists at the present tinme; John, in Rev. 21:22, saw it
after it had conme down to the earth at the end of the 1000
years. The two views are over a thousand years apart, and
in different dispensations; that is all the difference! Now
it does seemthat persons of comon capacity ought to be
able to cone within a thousand years of the tinme of which
they wite. If they do not do this, is there not wwth them
a serious deficiency either in head or heart? p. 75, Para.
3, [VISIONS].

But John, in another part of his vision, viewing things in
the city in this dispensation, the sane tinme of which
sister Wiite wites, says that he did see a tenple therein:
"And the tenple of God was opened in Heaven, and there was



seen in his tenple the ark of his testanment,"” etc., Rev.
11:19. Now why did not the objector turn his infidel
weapons agai nst the Bible and say that here is a
contradiction between Rev. 11:19, and Rev. 21:22, because
in one place John says there was a tenple there, and in the
other that there was not? The tenple of God, as it now
exists in Heaven, is the sanctuary; and sister W so
describes it. So also says the Revelation; for in it was
seen the ark of his testanment. And to deny that there is
now a tenple in Heaven, as the objector woul d have us do,
is to deny the plain Bible truth that there is now a
sanctuary in Heaven; and all this for the sake of getting
sonet hi ng agai nst the visions. W have only to say that we
do not feel disposed to deny the Bible, for the sake of
denying the visions. The reason why there is no tenple in
the city after it has cone down to earth, is evidently
because, the plan of salvation being finished, there is no
| onger occasion for the sanctuary work. Wat disposition is
made of this tenple, the Bible does not informus. Possibly
it is removed fromthe city, and becones the tenple

descri bed in Experience and Views, p. 14, as existing
outside the city; or it may be put to such a different use
as to cease to be the tenple of God. p. 75, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

But the objector replies to this that there is room enough
in Heaven for a tenple outside of the city, and John does
not say it was in the city; so there is no contradiction in
his testinony. p. 76, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

We answer that John's | anguage does prove that the tenple
now in Heaven is in the city. 1. It is called the tenple of
God. This it could not be unless it was his dwelling place.
2. It is the sanctuary, into the first apartnment of which
John has a viewin Rev. 4; and there he saw the throne of
God, and himthat sat thereon. See works on the Sanctuary.
3. Christ was caught up to God and his throne, and i s now
on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
Heavens, a minister of the sanctuary. Rev. 12:5,21; Heb.
7:1,2, and other scriptures. 4. At the conclusion of the
seven | ast plagues, a great voice conmes out of the tenple
of Heaven fromthe throne, saying, It is done. Rev. 16:17.
These testinonies conclusively prove that the throne of God
isin the tenple in Heaven, and that there God and Chri st
have their dwelling place. Now who can believe that God and
Christ reside outside of the city? But if they do not, then
the tenple is in the city; for they dwell therein. But what



about this city? (1.) It is the bride, the Lanb's wife.

Rev. 21:9,10. (2.) Its nmaker is its husband. Isa. 54:1,5;
Gal . 4:26,27. (3.) Christ expressly calls it, "the city of
nmy God." Rev. 3:12; and in John 14:2, he calls it his

Fat her's house of many mansions, and left his followers a
prom se that they should be taken there to be with him Now
talk about this city's not being the residence of God! It
is the hight of absurdity. But the objector thought to get
out of a close place by saying, There is room enough in
Heaven for a tenple, outside of the city. Such a subterfuge
is too transparent to shield himfrommnerited contenpt. p.
76, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 21. -- The FATHER S PERSON. p. 77, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"The Father's person | could not behold, for a cloud of
glorious light covered him | asked Jesus if his Father had
a formlike hinmself. He said he had, but |I could not behold
it; for, said he, if you should once behold the glory of
hi s person, you would cease to exist." A few words further
on, the objector fancies he finds a contradiction as
follows: "And | saw the Father rise fromthe throne and in
a flamng chariot go into the Holy of Holies, and did sit.
Experience & Views, p. 43. p. 78, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

How any person could bring forward as a contradiction,
testi mony which so evidently explains itself, we are unabl e
to perceive. It illustrates the statenment nmade in the
comrencenent of this work, that the objector, in order to
make hi s objections appear respectable as to nunbers, wl|
sei ze upon the | east point where he thinks he can pal moff
upon the inattentive reader his msrepresentations. If a
cl oud of glorious Iight envel oped the Father, and she knew
that it was the Father who was thus veiled from her sight
i n his unapproachabl e glory, when that cloud passed into
the holy of holies, would she not know that it was the
Fat her who noved? Coul d she not properly say that she saw
the Father rise up fromthe throne and go into the nost
holy place? Who woul d think of questioning this but he who
was under a desperate pressure to nake out his case? p.
78, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But the objector may say further, the Bible declares that
no man hath seen God, and not one can see himand |ive.
John 1:18; Ex. 33:20. Very true; but yet the prophet Dani el
saw t he Anci ent of days, and has given us a description of



his hair and his garnents, and the appearance of his
throne. Dan. 7:9,10. p. 78, Para. 3, [VISIONS]

But there is no contradiction here; for seeing God in
vision is not seeing himin our natural condition and with
our natural eyes. It may be proper to add that the Lord is
represented as clothed with majesty and light as with a
garment. Ps. 104:1,2. This cloud of light, then, if we may
so speak, was his clothing. A person may be cl othed so as
to conceal the form but we have no difficulty,
nevertheless, in telling when he noves. It is with just
such cavils as this that infidelity attacks the Bible. p.
78, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 22. -- BATTLE OF MANASSES. p. 79, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

Her vision of the Battle of Manasses is contradictory,
says the objector. How? It is represented that Southern nen
felt the battle, and would in a little have been driven
further back; but that the North, if they had pushed on,
woul d eventual |y have found thenselves in the mdst of a
greater struggle, and greater destruction. And this could
all have been so. There is no contradiction about it. p.
79, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTION 23. -- TREE O LIFE. p. 79, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"Her view of the tree of life is nmuch nore fanciful that
true.” Indeed! Qur fancy is to judge is it of the
trut hf ul ness of these things! Wiy does not the objector say
the sane thing of Ezekiel's vision of the |iving creatures,
and living wheels; Zechariah's vision of the stone with
seven eyes, and the flying roll; John's view of the four
beasts, a city of gold transparent |ike glass! etc., etc.
He asks if the idea of a gold tree is al together
reasonable. Wiy don't he ask if it is altogether reasonable
to tal k about gold s being transparent |ike glass, as John
does? Who ever saw any transparent gold? p. 79, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

In regard to there being but one tree, with a trunk on
each side of the river, we have a nobst striKking
illustration of how this can be, in the banyan tree of
I ndi a, the branches of which take root and becone new
trunks sendi ng out other branches, till the tree conmes to
be supported by hundreds of trunks, covering, perhaps,



acres of ground, yet all the trunks bei ng connected
together in the wde-spreading top, and form ng but one
tree. See Webster's Dictionary, and Am Encycl opedia. p.
79, Para. 5, [VISIONS].

Qbj ection 24. -- SUPPRESSED. p. 80, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

“"Many things in her old visions are now suppressed, no
doubt on account of their appearance of fanaticismand wld
i magi nation." Yes, "no doubt!"™ Concerning the charge of
suppression we shall speak in due tinme. W just wi sh the
reader to note here that these are urged as strong points
agai nst the visions, and to mark how t hey resol ve
t hensel ves into the single and solitary "no doubt"” of the
objector -- very weighty, unquestionably, in his own m nd.
p. 80, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

bj ection 25. -- SPEAKI NG AGAI NST VI SIONS. p. 80, Para.
3, [VISIONS].
"She has taught,” it is further urged, "in a suppressed

vision, that to speak against her visions is to sin against
the Holy Chost." This statenment is a misrepresentation; for
it is only a particular conpany of persons, under
particul ar circunstances, that are referred to. p. 80,
Para. 4, [VISIONS].

Obj ection 26. -- | GNORI NG PRI VATE JUDGEMENT. p. 80, Para.
5, [VISIONS].

What the objector says about their ignoring the right of
private judgnment, correcting the erring, and uniting the
people of God, is all nmet by Eph. 4:1-13, unless he can
show from ot her indubitable evidence that the visions are
not anong the neans there specified as set in the church to
bring us to the unity of faith. p. 81, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 27. -- Not SPEAKI NG SMOOTH THINGS. p. 81, Para.
2, [VISIONS].

But what will not the opposer seize upon as an objection
to the visions? It is usually considered a characteristic
of fal se prophets that they prophesy peace, and speak
snooth things; and the Bible so represents. But |o! the
vi sions are denounced as fal se because they do not do this
very thing. They denounce sin, they expose evil, they warn
the church of its dangers, point out its wongs and revea



its failings. Then, says the objector, this people are not
God's people, or they would not be guilty of being in such
a condition as to nerit these reproofs; but the visions say
they are God's people; hence the visions are false.
According to the objection no people can be God' s people
who are guilty of any wong whatever; or if they are, they
nmust never be reproved for it; and noreover, they nust
never get right and regain God's favor, and be saved at

| ast; for God's people nust always be perfect; and if they
are ever in a condition to nerit reproof, they are not his
people! A nore stultified and unscriptural process of
reasoning, than is involved in this objection, is rarely to
be met with. It does away with the Bible, and with every
Christian people who have ever lived. It is requiring

al together too nmuch to ask us to give up the visions for
such reasons as this. p. 81, Para. 3, [VISIONS]

OBJECTI ON 28. -- MATTERS In |OWA. p. 81, Para. 4,
[ VI SI ONS] .

The nature of objections to the visions depends

consi derably upon the locality fromwhich they cone.
Wher ever wrongs have been exposed or errors reproved, when
opposition breaks out, these things are sure to come up in
the fore front anong the objections. There were,
unfortunately, sone fanatical novenents in lowa relative to
the late war; and it so happens that those who are not
(1866) |eading off in that section in opposition to the
visions, are the ones who were principally concerned in

t hose novenents. They were reproved by visions; and it is
perhaps not to be wondered at, that, still smarting under
the ignom nious failure of their fanatical schenes, they
shoul d feel sensitive on this point. W have never known a
person who had once conmitted hinself upon the visions, to
rise up in opposition to them till his own dear self was
in some way, either directly or indirectly, touched by
their testinony. And here we discover, perhaps the
principal, at |least a not very renpte, cause of the present
opposition to the visions in that State. It would no doubt
be a great gratification to those concerned to be able to
prove that others in other places had been equally
fanatical and were not reproved, and so that the visions
were at | east inconsistent, or partial in their testinony.
This they attenpt with a good deal of spirit; but the facts
are woefully against them The circunstances nay be sunmed
up in brief as these; In lowa, under the pressure of
repeated calls for nen by the governnent, certain ones



appealed to the legislature of the State to enact a | aw
exenpting Seventh-day Adventists frommlitary duty. As any
one m ght have foreseen, they utterly failed in their

obj ect; and what kind of notoriety did they gain by the
transaction. Any one who wi shed to avoid mlitary duty was
at that tinme | ooked upon with suspicion; but here was a

cl ass who not only wished to avoid mlitary duty, but asked
that special |aws m ght be pronulgated in their behalf, in
order that they mght do it. If the authorities could bring
speci al pressure to bear on any class, it would be sure to
be such. p. 82, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

On the other hand, the General Conference Commttee, to

whom the brethren were all | ooking to do sonething in their
behal f, sent up a petition to the governnent, and carried
it to headquarters where all such petitions belong, -- for

what ? For a law to be enacted especially in their favor?
No; but for the benefit of a |law already existing. The |aw
exenpti ng non-conbatants was already in force; and if we
coul d show ourselves to be such as were contenplated inits
provi sion, the | aw was bound to protect us. This the

comm ttee undertook to do, and succeeded in doing. The one
was a reasonabl e project, prosecuted in a proper manner,
and in the end successful. The other was a spasnodic
irrational effort, prosecuted in a spirit of fanaticism so
one of its principal abettors has once confessed, and in
the end an utter failure. This is the difference between
the two efforts. Yet now these di sappoi nted | owa aspirants
for mlitary favor, have the effrontery to cone forth and
decl are that if their novenent was fanaticism the action
of the committee was "fanaticismintensified!'" W |eave the
reader to judge upon which side the intensity belongs. p.
82, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But this is not the worst feature of their treatnment of
the course of the commttee in this matter. The action of
the conmttee involved an expense in procuring testinony,
enpl oyi ng counsel, nmaking journeys, etc., etc., in
conpari son with which the cost of the paper and printing of
t he docunents which they issued, was scarcely to be taken
into account; yet these murnmurers set forth that the price
of these docunments was exorbitant, because a few pages out
of the sixteen were blank, as though the nmere printing was
the main thing! p. 83, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

And when subsequent steps were taken, involving a stil
greater expense, and the necessary docunents were then



issued to enable our brethren to avail thenselves of the
exenption act, they conplain again that an extra fifty
cents was added to the price of these docunents when sent
out of the State of Mchigan. Now it was fully explained in
the paper, at the tinme these docunents were published, see
Revi ew, Vol une 25, No. 16, that those which were to be used
out of the state, nmust be taken to the county clerk,
thirteen mles, to receive his certificate, a step that did
not have to be taken with those used within the State; and
if any think fifty cents each was an exorbitant price to
cover the tinme and expense of the journey, the cost of the
certificate, and the requisite stanp, the worst w sh we
have for themis, that they were obliged to foot the bil

out of the proceeds. But they carefully keep back all these
facts, and endeavor to appeal to the prejudice of the
reader, by representing that advantage was taken of those
living out of the State. p. 83, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

And then, plunging into a still greater depth of
turpitude, they add: "Since nobody is in danger of being
drafted, these books can be had for one dollar. Sonebody's
necessities nust have been taken advantage of." The
occasi on of the books being offered for one dollar after
the close of the war is explained by the follow ng
resol ution, which was passed, be it renenbered, at the
session of the CGeneral Conference of 1865. p. 84, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

Wher eas, The General Conference Commttee have been under
the necessity of incurring a considerable expense in
preparing and procuring prelimnary proofs and docunents,
to enable certain of our brethren to avail thenselves of
the law in favor of non-conbatants, which expense as yet
has been but partially net fromthe avails of said proofs
and docunents, therefore, p. 84, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Resol ved, That this Conference hereby request all those
for whose personal benefit said expense was incurred, viz.,
t hose who were liable to the draft -- and all others who
are so disposed, to contribute one dollar each for the
pur pose of defraying the sane, and that each of said
contributors be entitled to a copy of said docunents. p.
84, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

This action speaks for itself. It was deliberately done in
open session of the highest body known anong Sevent h- day
Adventi sts; and noreover, those very persons who now t hr ow



out their base insinuations against it, were present and
voted for it! Way did they not withhold their votes, and
exhibit their opposition there before the Conference? But
after having by their votes acknow edged that the expense
of the work had not been net, and that it should be nade up
in the way the resolution indicated, how can they now turn
about as they do and denounce the course of the committee?
Such hypocrisy is too transparent to need exposure. p. 84,
Para. 4, [VISIONS].

They further conplain that during the war nothing was
shown about the duty of the brethren in view of the draft,
but a vision was given show ng the I ength at which wonen
shoul d wear their dresses. In this they have stated an
absol ute fal sehood; for what was published about dress was
only an article fromsister Wite in Howto Live, No. 6,
page 63. It does not purport to be a vision. That is a
cl ause of their own adding. Now could not sister Wite
wite and article during the rebellion on any other subject
but war, w thout being denounced therefore?

M srepresentations |ike this may for awhil e have sone

i nfl uence; but they nust surely in the end redound

di sastrously upon the heads of their authors. p. 85, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

Obj ection 29. -- PEDDLI NG Bl BLE CONTRADI CTIONS. p. 85,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

The objector declares further, that S.D. A mnisters
gather up frominfidels contradictions in the Bible, and
peddl e them around to sustain the contradictions in the
visions. p. 85, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

This is another malicious falsehood. No S.D. A mnister
acknow edges that there are any real contradictions in the
Bi ble; and they know it. What our mnisters do do, is this:
They hold up the infidel's objections against the Bible,
side by side with the anti-visionist's objections agai nst
the visions; and they show that they are all fromthe sane
pi ece. The same principles and the sanme argunents that the
i nfidel makes use of to establish contradictions in the
Bi bl e, these use to establish contradictions in the
visions. This the reader can see in the objections we have
al ready answered in this work. They are nere
m srepresentations and cavils. And if the reasoning of one
class is valid, so is the other. But we deny them both. W
deny that there are any real contradictions in the Bible or



in the visions either. p. 85, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

Qbj ection 30. -- HUMAN FORESI GHT. p. 86, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

What is said about the visions containing nothing that is
beyond human foresight, and human wi sdom and not hi ng but
that with which the person to whomthey are given is
al ready acquainted, finds a sufficient reply in the visions
t hensel ves. They abound in points which show this objection
to be false, as any reader nmay satisfy hinself by a few
nmonment's perusal of their testinony. p. 86, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTI ON 31. -- The SEALING TIME. p. 86, Para. 3,
[ VI SI ONS] .

The visions show that the sealing tinme comenced in 1844;
and yet it is clained that the Review teaches that we are
just entering into that time. Although this is offered as
an objection to the visions, the nost that can be cl ai ned
for it, certainly, is that there is a discrepancy between
the teachings of the REVIEWand the visions; but this would
by no nmeans prove the visions false. p. 86, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

But there is no discrepancy between the two. The trouble
with the objector all arises fromhis overlooking the very
plain fact that the sealing tinme covers a period during
whi ch a progressive work is carried on upon the earth. The
third angel's nmessage is a sealing nessage; but a person is
not seal ed as soon as he enbraces it. Tine is given for the
devel opnent of a holy character, by obedience to the truth.
And the nessage is designed to bring people to a position
where they can be seal ed absolutely, in the sense of having
their cases forever decided for Heaven. Yet all the tine
covered by this nmessage is the sealing tine. In the sense
of decision of character, the closing work in the sanctuary
in Heaven is also a sealing work. This work, the cleansing
of the sanctuary, comenced in 1844, and the tinme during
which it is carried onis the sealing tine. It is atine
when investigative judgnment sits upon all characters, and
every individual of the human race has his place assigned
him[not his punishnment or reward neted out] either anong
the righteous or the wicked. Now it nust be apparent to al
that by far a greater proportion of this tine nust be
occupied wth the cases of the dead, than with the cases of



the living. And while the decisions of the sanctuary are
going on in relation to the dead, a nessage goes forth to
the living to prepare a people for the time when the

deci sions of the sanctuary shall have respect to them That
nessage i s now going forth; and what the REVI EW has taught
is that the tinme is about to commence when the cases of the
living will cone up in the investigative judgnment in the
sanctuary above, and those who are found righteous anong
themw || be seal ed for Heaven. The work brought to viewin
Rev. 7:1-3, had reference of course to the living, not to
the dead. By overlooking this plain distinction, the

obj ector fancies he finds a discrepancy between the Revi ew
and the visions, and hopes to nake capital out of it

agai nst the visions. p. 86, Para. 5, [VISIONS].

But if there was any di sagreenent between themit would
only prove the Review at fault, and nmake not hi ng what ever
for his cause; and since there is none at all, he is left
to get what consolation he can fromthe fact that his own
| ack of discrimnation is the only ground of all his
fancied triunph here. p. 87, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

OBJECTI ON 32. -- TIME TO COWENCE The SABBATH p. 88,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

Here the objector finds another contradiction in the
vi sions, by asserting that they once taught that the
Sabbat h shoul d comrence at six o' clock p.m; and that the
time was subsequently changed by vision to sunset. This we
nmeet with an unqualified denial. The visions never taught
t hat the Sabbath shoul d conmence at six o'clock; and the
article setting forth the reasons for sunset tine,
published in the Review, Vol. 7, No. 10, antedates the
vi sion which the objector clains was given to change the
time. The follow ng statenment from one who has been
connected with this cause fromthe very comencenent, and
who is therefore qualified to speak, sets forth the truth
on this point. W give it for the benefit of those who may
be interested to know the facts in the case, copying from
Review, Vol. 41, No. 11: p. 88, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"It is generally known to nost of the readers of the

REVI EW that for several years in the early history of
Sevent h-day Adventists, believers adopted six o' clock p.m
as the time for the Sabbath to commence and close. It is
al so known that in the autunmm of 1855, the Revi ew taught
that sunset was the Bible tinme to comrence the Sabbath, and



t hat our people generally changed fromsix o' clock to
sunset. Sonme of the circunstances connected with this
change | wish here to state: p. 88, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"1l. The six o'clock tinme was called in question by a
portion of the believers as early as 1847, sone naintaining
t hat the Sabbath conmenced as sunrise, while others clained
Bi bl e evidence in favor of sunset. p. 88, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

"2. Elder J.B., who was the first to teach the Sabbath in
its inportance, and faithfully labor to bring out a people
fromanong the Adventists to observe it, was very deci ded
upon the question, and respect for his years, and his godly
life, mght have been anong the reasons why this point was
not sooner investigated as thoroughly as sonme other points.
p. 88, Para. 5, [VISIONS].

"3. In the autum of 1855, Elder J.N.A called on ne at
Battle Creek, on his way to lowa, and set before nme the
scriptural reasons for commenci ng the Sabbath at sunset. He
had witten a clear article upon the subject, which he |eft
with me, and which appeared in the Review for Decenber 4,
1855. This article, however, before it appeared in the
Revi ew was read at the Conference at Battle Creek about
that tinme, and the subject was discussed, resulting in
settling the m nds of the brethren on the sunset-tinme, with
the exception of Bro. B. and a few others. Since that tine
t here has been general agreenent anong us upon the subject.
p. 89, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"But there are persons who seek to injure us as a people -
- and this class we hope to help by this article -- who
report and publish to the world that Ms. Wite did profess
to be shown that the tinme to comrence the Sabbath was six
o' clock, and that at a |l ater period she was shown that
sunset was the true tinme. It is also stated that in vision
she saw the dial-plate of a clock with one hand pointing to
the 6, and other to 12, showi ng that six o'clock was the
commencenent and cl ose of the Sabbath. p. 89, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

"A sinple statenent of the facts in the case are
sufficient to show these reports false. Hence we give the
foll owing statenents, which we are ready to prove by nost
conpetent w tnesses: p. 89, Para. 3, [VISIONS].



"1l. Ms. Wiite has in two visions been shown sonething in
regard to the tinme of the commencenent of the Sabbath. The
first was as early as 1847, at Topsham Me. In the vision
she was shown that to commence the Sabbath at sunrise was
wrong. She then heard an angel repeat these words, "From
even unto even shall ye celebrate your Sabbaths." Bro. B
was present and succeeded in satisfying all present that
"even" was six 0'clock. Mark this: The vision at Topsham
did not teach the six o' clock time. It only corrected
sunrise tine. | never received the idea that the six
o' clock tinme was sustained by the visions, hence the
following which I copy froma statenent | nade in the
Revi ew upon the subject, Decenber 4, 1855, as follows: p.
89, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"We have never been fully satisfied with the testinony
presented in favor of six o'clock, while the various
communi cations received for a few years past advocating
both sunrise and sunset time, have been al nbst destitute of
argunment, and the spirit of humlity and candor. The
subj ect has troubl ed us, yet we have never found tine to
t horoughly investigate it. p. 90, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"I'n June, 1854, we urged Elder D.P.H to prepare an
article on the subject for the Review. Wien with himin
Pennsyl vania, last winter, we repeated the request. Wen in
Mai ne, |ast summer, we stated our feelings on this subject
to Bro. A, and our fears of division unless the guestion
could be settled by good testinony. He decided to devote
his time to the subject till he ascertained what the Bible
taught in regard to it, and his article in this nunber is
the result of his investigation. Sone have the inpression
that six o' clock tinme has been taught anong us by the
direct manifestation of the Holy Spirit. This is a m stake;
p. 90, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"From even unto even' was the teaching from which six
o'clock tine has been inferred.'™ p. 90, Para. 3,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"2. In regard to the clock-face, twenty conpetent
W tnesses are ready to testify that neither Ms. W nor her
visions had anything to do with it whatever." p. 91, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

"3. W were present at the Conference referred to above,
and al so when the vision was given after the cl ose of that



Conf erence, and heard Sr. W soon after com ng out of
vision, relate what she had seen. W are therefore prepared
to testify that sunset-tinme was not once nentioned in the
vi sion; but the words given to her in the previous vision
were repeated, nanely, "Fromeven to even shall ye

cel ebrate your Sabbath;" and these words were now added:
"Take the word of God, read it, understand, and ye cannot
err. Read carefully, and ye shall there find what even is
and when it is.” In the first vision we were directed to
the word of God by the words "From even to even;" but on
astronom cal grounds, it was then decided that even was siXx
o' clock. In the second, exactly the same words were used,
and we were nore especially directed to the word of God,

whi ch when exam ned concl usi vely establishes sunset tine.
This settled the matter with Bro. B. and a few others, and
general harnony has since prevailed on the question. p.

91, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"But the question naturally arises, If the visions are
given to correct the erring, why did she not sooner see the
error of the six o' clock tinme? It does not appear to be the
design of the Lord to teach his people by the gifts of the
Spirit on Bible questions until his servants have
diligently searched his word. Wen this was done upon the
subject of tinme to commence the Sabbath, and nost were
establ i shed, and sonme were in danger of being out of
harnony with the body on this subject, then, yes, then, was
the very tinme for God to nagnify his goodness in the
mani festation of the gift of his Spirit in the
acconplishnent of its proper work. p. 91, Para. 3,

[ VI SI ONS] .

The sacred Scriptures are given us as the rule of faith
and duty, and we are conmanded to search them If we fai
to understand and fully obey the truths in consequences of
not searching the Scriptures as we should, or a want of
consecration and spiritual discernnent, and God in nmercy in
his own tinme corrects us by sone nmani festation of the gifts
of his Holy Spirit, instead of nurmuring that he did not do
it before, let us hunbly acknowl edge his nercy, and praise
himfor his infinite goodness in condescending to correct
us at all. Let the gifts have their proper place in the
church. God has never set themin the very front, and
commanded us to ook to themto |ead us in the path of
truth, and the way to Heaven. His word he has magnifi ed.
The Scriptures of the O d and New Testanents are man's | anp
to light up his path to the kingdom Follow that. But if



you err fromBible truth, and are in danger of being |ost,
it may be that God will in tinme of his choice correct you,
and bring you back to the Bible and save you. And would it
beconme you in such a case to murnmur and say, 'Lord, why

di dst thou not do this before? Take care! 'Be still, and
know that | am God.' Qur necessity is his opportunity to
teach us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit." p. 91, Para. 4,
[ VI SI ONS] .

We stated that the article setting forth the reasons for
sunset tinme, which is the one referred to in the foregoing
extract fromthe Review, antedates the vision which the
obj ector clainms was given to change the tine. To this the
objector replies: "Wen was the vision given to change the
time for comrencing the Sabbat h? Answer, Novenber 20, 1885.
Test. No. 1, page 7. When was the "article setting forth
the reasons for sunset tinme' published? Answer, Decenber 4,
1855. U. Smth says 'the article antedates the vision;"' but

we find that the article was not published till about two
weeks after the vision was given." p. 92, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

Let a few facts answer: It was in the autum of 1855 that
the O fice was noved from Rochester, N. Y., to Battle
Creek, Mch. The | ast paper published in Rochester was
dat ed Cctober 30, 1855. The first one published in Battle
Creek was dated Decenber 4, 1855. It was during this
interval that the question of sunset tine was di scussed by
S. D. Adventists as a body. The witer of the above-
nmentioned article comrenced his work upon it in August
precedi ng. Hs concluding note, as nay be seen in REVI EW of
Decenber 4, 1855, was dated Battle Creek, Novenber 12,
1855. The Conference was hel d Novenber 16, 1855. At this
Conference the article was di scussed and endorsed, with a
few exceptions, as setting forth the correct view After
t he Conference, Novenber 20, the vision was given,
establishing those undeci ded, on the sunset tinme. The next
paper published was Decenber 4, 1855; hence the article
coul d not appear before that tinme. The trouble with the
objector here is, that he can see no difference between the
date when an article is witten, and the date when it is
publ i shed; or else he endeavors willfully to deceive and
m sl ead the reader. p. 92, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 33. -- THE HOLDING O THE WNDS. p. 93, Para.
1, [VISI ONS].



It was shown in vision sone sixteen years since that the
w nds were being held, and that they would be held till
Jesus' work in the nost holy place was finished. Then, says
t he objector, his work there nust be now fi ni shed,
according to the vision; for the wi nds began to blow in the
recent terrible rebellion in the United States. But cannot
t he objector see that an outbreak of the winds, and their
being restrained, is not the blow ng of the wi nds? And how
woul d it be known that they were being held, unless there
shoul d be an occasi onal outbreak, and that outbreak be by
sonme unseen power suddenly restrained? But all such
out breaks will be checked till the work of Christ is
finished in the sanctuary. p. 93, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Then the nations will be permtted to plunge into that
final conflict for which the spirits of devils and their
own anger, are now preparing them There is difficulty
here. p. 93, Para. 3, [VISIONS]

OBJECTION 34. -- The THOUSAND YEARS JUDGVENT. p. 94,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"Sr. White has seen,"” says the objector, "that every case
i s decided before Jesus | eaves the sanctuary; and again she
sees that during the thousand years the saints sit in
judgment with Christ, which is a positive contradiction.”
Thi s objection nust have been put in just to swell the
list. It would al nost be an inposition on the good sense of
the reader to enter into a formal explanation of it. It
need only be remarked that the decision that takes place
before Christ | eaves the sanctuary, is sinply a decision as
to who are the righteous and who are w cked; while the work
that the saints performin conjunction with Christ during
the thousand years, is not to decide who are the w cked,
but only to nmete out to those al ready decided to be such,
the full neasure of their punishnment. This is nost fully
and m nutely explained in the visions thenselves. p. 94,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

oj ection 35. -- MJURMJURERS. p. 94, Para. 3, [VISIONS]

Anot her exhi bition of an astonishing | ack of perception is
given us in the following: In Testinony No. 10, certain
persons are pointed out as conplainers and nurnurers, for
continually expressing their fears that the body of
Sabbat h- keepers are becomng like the world, &c., whereas
in other testinonies, the visions thenselves reprove the



body of Sabbat h-keepers for becomng |ike the world. Here,

say the objector, is an inconsistency at least; for if the
visions are correct in saying that the Sabbath-keepers are
like the world, the others cannot be wong who say the sane
thing. p. 94, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

We have only to reply that they do not say the sane thing.
By exam ning the testinony a person cannot fail to see that
t hose whom the visions reprove, are such as strike agai nst
every advance step on the part of this people, such as
church order, organization, building neeting-houses, &c.,
and base their opposition on the plea that in these things
Sabbat h- keepers are becom ng |ike the world, backsliding,
&c., &c. But the visions speak of different things
entirely. Their reproof is for those who in pride, vanity,
dress, manners, and conversation are conformng to the
world. The two are as distinct as could well be concei ved.
And we can account for such an objection as this, only on
t he ground that those who offer it, have suffered the god
of this world to envelop their mnds in a pitiable
bl i ndness. p. 94, Para. 5, [VISIONS]

OBJECTI ON 36. -- MEATS For FOOD. p. 95, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

On this point the objector clainms that the testinony of
the visions contradictory and opposed to the Bible. W
shall not follow himin all his tortuous wanderings here.
Hs work is but a tissue of confusion. He gives that as a
vi sion which is not, and does not purport to be such. His
guot ati ons are garbled, a sentence being detached from one
page and applied to another subject on another page. And
events that took place hundreds of mles, and many years,
apart, are confounded together. Al this is done to prove
to the reader that the visions have taught that swine's
flesh is good and nourishing food. But they have never so
taught. The chief point, however, over which there seens to
be a disposition to cavil, is a statenent on page 121, of
Spiritual Gfts, Vol. 4: "And he [God] permitted that |ong-
lived race to eat animal food to shorten their sinful
[ives." p. 95, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

This is spoken of the generations that |ived i mediately
after the flood. Afewlines that imedi ately precede it,
read as follows: "After the flood the people ate largely of
ani mal food. God saw that the ways of nan were corrupt, and
he was di sposed to exalt hinself proudly against his



Creator, and to follow the inclinations of his own heart.
And he permtted that long-lived race to eat animal food to
shorten their sinful lives.” If this is so, says the

obj ector, why did God also pernmt Noah and the Israelites,
hi s chosen people, to eat of it, when the effect upon them
woul d be the sanme? We answer, W have no idea that CGod ever
did give permssion to any one to partake of it in the
manner that it was partaken of by the wi cked soon after the
flood. Mark the expression, "After the flood the people ate
| argely of animal food." In that word "largely” lies, as we
understand it, their chief sin. Just as eating and drinking
are nmentioned as sins of the |ast days; not that eating and
drinking in thenselves are sinful; but the sinis in the
excess commtted in these things, and the devotion of the
people to them And when God saw that that long-Ilived race
were determ ned to give thensel ves up to every excess of
lust and riot, he permtted themto go on eating |argely of
animal food, stimulating their passions, and rapidly
exhausting their vital energies. And the Bible teaches
essentially the sanme thing, in relation to the incorrigibly
w cked, whom God gives up to their own lusts, to be filled
with their doings. See the follow ng testinonies: p. 95,
Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"But ny people would not hearken to ny voice; and |srae
woul d none of nme. So | gave themup unto their own hearts'
lust; and they wal ked in their own counsels.” Ps. 81:11, 12.
p. 96, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"Then God turned, and gave themup to worship the host of
heaven; as it is witten in the book of the prophets, O ye
house of Israel, have ye offered to ne slain beasts and
sacrifices by the space of forty years in the w | derness?"
Acts 7:42. p. 96, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"Wherefore God al so gave themup to uncl eanness through
the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies
bet ween t hensel ves.” Rom 1:24. p. 96, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"And for this cause God shall send them strong del usi on
that they should believe a lie; that they all m ght be
damed who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unri ght eousness.” 2 Thess. 2:11,12. p. 97, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

In view of such testinonies as these, why should it be
t hought a strange thing that God should suffer the



postdil uvi ans who becane hopel ess apostates fromhim to
shorten their sinful lives by an excess of their own |usts?
p. 97, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But the objector urges further, that Abraham when the
angels cane to him ran to the herd, and killed a calf,
good and tender, and set before them and they did eat. Wy
was this, if nmeat is such bad food? This circunstance is
i ntroduced we suppose, to show that Abraham made use of
nmeat; for the question is not what angels may eat, but what
is best for man. But even here a bare thought of that
commonest of all adages, "G rcunstances alter cases,”
have saved any question. A well man can eat with
conparative inmpunity what would be ruinous to a sick one.

G ve us the strong physical powers of Abraham and as

heal thy neat as he had, and we will use it as freely as he
did, if the objector will give us the requisite information
as to how freely that was.(?) But in conparison with
Abraham we are a puny and sickly race, and in conparison
with the animal of his day, the animals of the present day
are greatly degenerated, and prone to di sease. Now because
strong persons, nearly four thousand years ago, could eat
tenperately of the flesh of healthy animals wthout
apparent injury, it is no reason why an enfeebl ed
generation, |ike the present, can partake w thout injury of
the flesh of the degenerate and sickly animals of these

| ast days. p. 97, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

woul d

There have been, no doubt, healthy hogs (as healthy as
t hose animals can be), but we do not care, on that account,
to run the risk of partaking of the di seased swi ne of to-
day, and squirmng into the grave with a nultitude of the
horrid trichina in our nuscles. The neat question is al
right. p. 97, Para. 4, [VISIONS]

OBJECTION 37. -- SISTER VHITE'S Pay. p. 98, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

But, say the objectors, The pay that sister Wiite gets
shows that she is not a true prophetess. They then refer to
sonme of the ancient prophets, and the privations and
persecutions which they endured, and assert that if the
visions of Sr. W were genuine, she would receive the sane
treatnment. They think it a horrible thing that her works
gain her a support. They have grown w ser that Paul, who
t hought the | aborer was worthy of his hire. They woul d
doubt | ess be glad to see her reduced to penury, persecuted,



i mpri soned, stoned, and driven for shelter to the dens and
caves of the earth. If this is not their idea, then there
is no point to their objection. All we have to say is, that
there is feeling enough against her to do all this; and the
only reason it is not done is undoubtedly because peopl e,
the objectors with the rest, have not power to carry out
the bitterness and nmalignity of their spirits toward her.

I n touching the question of her pay, they have struck the
wrong vein; for their own course toward her is an utter
refutation of their charge. p. 98, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

One individual, however, has the amusing presunption to
appeal to figures to sustain this charge. He gives a |i st
of the works prepared by sister White, and the anount they
woul d bring at the retail price, anpbunting to $11, 435. 00.
p. 98, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Al'l this, he says, "in less that ten years! averaging
$1,143.50 a year! And then he adds, "Is it not a paying
busi ness? Wi ch of God' s ancient prophets got rich? Surely
no one." Here follows a quotation from Hebrews, "They
wander ed about in sheepskins and goatskins," &c., after
whi ch he continues: "Look at the contrast! This prophetess
of the nineteenth century has a salary of nore than el even
hundred dollars a year!" Before we | ook at the contrast,
et us ook a nonent at this statenent. 1. It proceeds upon
the ground that none of Sr. White's works are given away.
But those who know anythi ng about it, know that nmany are
di sposed of in this manner. 2. It considers the entire
edition of every work sold and paid for; whereas all know
that a large edition of any work is a long time finding its
way to the market; and the great bul k of sone of these
wor ks are even yet on hand. 3. It not only supposes them
all sold, but all sold at full retail price; whereas al
know that the larger portion of publications go off at
whol esal e, that is, at one-quarter or one-third, discount.
4. But nost idiotic of all, it proceeds upon the assunption
that the paper, typesetting, printing, binding, and
mai ling, of all these works, never cost a cent!! The entire
proceeds are reckoned up as clear profits, and called "her
salary!™ A man of any sensibility whatever, would forever
hi de his head for shane, after having nade an attack
exhibiting an intellect so obtuse, or a disposition so
contenptible. p. 98, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 38. -- THE NUMBER Of THE BEAST. p. 99, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .



She saw in 1847, says the objector, that the nunber 666 of
the i mage beast was nmade up. This is based on | anguage
found in Wrd to the Little Flock, p. 19, as follows: "I
saw all that 'would not receive the mark of the Beast, and
of his image, in their foreheads or in their hands,' could
not buy or sell. (o) |I saw that the nunber (666) of the
| rage Beast was made up; (p) and that it was the Beast that
changed the Sabbath," &c. Now says the objector fromthe
West, she here teaches that the nunber of the inage beast,
but the Review now teaches that the nunber belongs to the
"first" or papal beast; and besides, the i mage beast has no
nunber; and therefore the vision is notoriously fal se and
out of joint. And hereupon a little "Voice" pipes up in the
East to re-echo the sentinment, as it thinks such facts,
"though painful to learn,” "should be nore generally
known;" and lo, like their prototypes of old, they nake
merry and send gifts one to another. Rev. 11:10. It is
perhaps, alnost to bad to upset this little cup of froth
over which they gloat with such apparent delight; but facts
will nost effectually do it. Those who have the Wrd to the
Little Flock, and can read it for thenselves, wll notice,
fromwhat is stated on p. 21, that this vision was not
publ i shed by sister White, nor by Bro. Wiite, but by still
anot her person. They will notice also that all through the
vision, letters are inserted inclosed in parentheses, |ike
the letters "(0)" and "(p)" in the extract above given.
These refer to scriptures placed at the bottom of the page,
and were the work of the publisher, not of sister W They
will then notice that the figures 666, in the sentence, "I
saw that the nunber (666) of the |Imge Beast was nade up,"”
are |ikewi se inclosed in marks of parenthesis, show ng that
their insertion is also the work of the publisher, and no
part of the vision itself. p. 100, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Then we have, as the testinony of the vision, sinply this:
"I saw that the nunber of the |Inage Beast was nmade up." W
now i nqui re what is nmeant by the "I nmage Beast?" W do not
think it can refer to the two-horned beast, as there woul d
seemto be no propriety in calling a beast an i mage beast,
because it nmakes an inmage to another beast, any nore than
there would be in calling that the i mage beast, to which
the image is made. W therefore incline to the view that by
the expression "lInmage Beast," is neant the inmage which the
t wo- hor ned beast mmkes to the first beast, and which he
endows with life, causing it to speak, and attenpt vari ous
ot her acts. Assum ng that the image is what is referred to,



t hough we assert nothing on the point either way, then it
follows fromthe vision that this imge has a nunber. It is
certain that the first, or papal, beast, has a nunber, and
his nunber is 666, as Rev. 13:18, plainly inforns us; and
it would not damage the |ikeness in any respect for the

i mage of that beast to have a nunber al so; whether the sane
or another would not matter. Doubtless nore light will be
given on this point as we approach the time of its
fulfillment. p. 100, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But it may be said, The vision asserts that the nunber was
al ready nade up in 1847. Nothing of the kind; for we are
expressly carried forward to the tine when we can neither
buy nor sell w thout the mark of the beast, a period yet
future, for the tinme when the nunber woul d be nade up; and
as just remarked, as we approach that tinme, doubtless the
devel opnents of the prophecy will afford us a better
understanding of this point. p. 101, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Al'l we care to show here, is what we have shown, nanely,
that the nunber 666 which belongs to the first beast, is
not the nunmber that the vision here speaks of, though the
one who publ ished the vision, no doubt at the tine
sincerely supposed it was, and hence inserted the figures.
And it does not matter that this vision, with the notes and
expl anations of the publisher above referred to, was
i ncorporated by Bro. Wiite into the "Word for the Little
Flock,"™ as the best interpretation they could then give to
the points in question. It still remains a fact that the
insertion of the figures was not a part of the vision
itself. And the m stakes of an interpreter upon a point not
definitely explained, nust not be set down as a fault of
t he vision. The vision speaks of the nunber of the |Inmage
Beast, but does not tell us what that nunber is. It says
not hi ng about the nunber 666, and hence does not apply it
to any ot her beast but the papal beast, where the
Scriptures place it. The objector has here suffered hinself
to be msled. Placed by the side of the facts, his
obj ection di sappears; and no discrepancy is found to exi st
bet ween what this vision contains and what the Revi ew now
teaches, or has taught. p. 101, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 39. -- The NEGRO RACE NOT HUMAN. p. 102, Para.
1, [VISI ONS].

The visions teach, says the objector, that the negro race
is not human. W deny it. They do not so teach. Mark the



| anguage: "Since the flood there has been anal gamati on of
man and beast, as may be seen in the al nost endl ess
varieties of species of animals, and in certain races of
men." p. 102, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

This view was given for the purpose of illustrating the
deep corruption and crine i nto which the race fell, even
within a few years after the flood, that signa
mani festation of God's wath agai nst human w ckedness.
There was anmal gamation; and the effect is still visible in
certain races of nen." Mark, those excepting the aninmals
upon whomthe effects of this work are visible, are called
by the vision, "nen." Now we have ever supposed that
anybody that was called a man, was consi dered a human
bei ng. The vision speaks of all these classes as races of
men; yet in the face of this plain declaration, they
foolishly assert that the visions teach that sone nen are
not human bei ngs! But does any one deny the general
statenent contained in the extract given above? They do
not. If they did, they could easily be silenced by a
reference to such cases as the wild Bushnen of Africa, sone
tribes of Hottentots, and perhaps the Digger I|Indians of our
own country, &c. Mdreover, naturalists affirmthat the line
of demarcation between the human and aninmal races is |ost
in confusion.. It is inpossible, as they affirm to tell
just where the human ends and the animal begins. Can we
suppose that this was ordained of God in the begi nning?

Rat her has not sin marred the boundaries of these two

ki ngdons? But, says the objector, Paul says that "God hath
made of one blood all nations of nen for to dwell on al
face of the earth,” and then they add, "Wich shall we
believe, Paul or E. G Wite?" You need not disbelieve E
G VWhite, in order to believe Paul; for there is no
contradiction between them Paul's |anguage will apply to
all classes of nmen who have any of the original Adamc
blood in their veins; and that there are any who have not
this, is not taught by the visions, nor clained by any one.
p. 102, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

But for this text to weigh anything in favor of the
obj ector, he nust take the ground that God made every
particle of blood that exists in any human being. Is this
so? Then God rmade all the scroful ous, |eprous, or
syphilitic blood that courses in the worst transgressors's
veins! From any view which | eads to such a bl asphenous
conclusion, we prefer to be excused. p. 103, Para. 1
[ VI SI ONS] .



But what has the ancient sin of amalgamation to do with
any race or people at the present tine? Are they in any way
responsi ble, or to be held accountable for it? Not at all
Has any one a right to try to use it to their prejudice? By
no nmeans. The fact is nentioned sinply to show how soon nen
rel apsed into wi ckedness, and to what degree. But we are to
take all races and peoples as we find them And those who
mani fest sufficient powers of mnd to show that they are
nmoral and account abl e beings, are of course to be esteened
as objects of regard and philanthropic effort. W are bound
to |l abor, so far as in our power, for the inprovenent of
their nmental, noral, and physical condition.. Watever race
of men we may take, Bushnen, Hottentots, Patagoni ans, or
any class of people, however |ow they may apparently be in
the scale of humanity, or their nmental capabilities are in
every instance the basis on which we are to work, and by
whi ch we determ ne whether they are subjects of nora
governnment or not. Then what about all this ado over the
charge, which is itself false, that the visions teach that
the negro is not a human bei ng? What does it anmount to? It
is sinply an effort to create prejudice in the mnds of the
peopl e, unworthy any one who nakes any pretensions to being
a Christian, or even a gentlenman. p. 104, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTI ON 40. -- BABEL BEFORE The FLOOD. p. 104, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

A point occurs on p. 301 of Spiritual Gfts, Vol. 3,
concerni ng which several good brethren have witten, not as
the objector, to find fault and pick flaws, but for
informati on. The | anguage i s concerning the system of
sacrificial offerings which was established with Adam after
the fall, and reads as follows: "This system was corrupted
before the flood by those who separated thensel ves fromthe
faithful followers of God and engaged in the building of
the tower of Babel."™ An unfortunate typographical error
whi ch has crept in here, nakes the | anguage pl ace the
buil ding of the tower of Babel before the flood. After the
word "flood," a comma and the word "and," have been |eft
out. It should read thus: "This systemwas corrupted before
the flood, and by those who separated thenselves fromthe
faithful followers of God, and engaged in the building of
the tower of Babel [after the flood, of course,
understood]. It is a statenment sinply, that both before and
after the flood, the systemof sacrifices was corrupted by



manki nd. p. 105, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 41. -- THE TABLES OF STONE. p. 105, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"In the ark was the golden pot of manna, Aaron's rod that
budded, and the tables of stone which fol ded together I|ike
a book. Jesus opened them and | saw the ten commandnents
witten on themwith the finger of God. On one table were
four, on the other six." Experience & Views, page 16. p.
105, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

This, says the objector, contradicts Ex. 32:15, which
reads, "The tables were witten on both of their sides; on
the one side and on the other were they witten." He
interprets this passage to nean that both sides of each
table were witten over, and that the visions asserts that
only one side of each was witten upon; and hence he clains
a contradiction. The vision does not say that the witing
was confined to one side of each table; but for the sake of
maki ng an objection, we will grant that it does. Then we
woul d ask the objector if he is sure that the | anguage of
Moses is neant to convey the idea that both tables were
witten on both sides; for it will be noticed that the
expression does not directly affirmthis. On Ex. 32:15, Dr.
Clarke remarks: p. 105, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"The tables were witten on both their sides,] If we take
this literally, it was certainly a very unusual thing; for
in ancient tines, the two sides of the same substance were
never witten over. However some rabbis suppose that by the
writing on both sides is neant the letters were cut through
the tables, so that they m ght be read on both sides,

t hough on one side they woul d appear reversed." p. 106,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Not a very plausible supposition, we think. Scott, on the
sane passage, remarks: p. 106, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"On both their sides.] This is differently interpreted.
Some think that the ten commandnents were witten on only
one side of each table, part on the one, and part on the
other; so that they mght close together as a book when
laid in the ark; but others are of opinion that each table
was witten on both sides.”™ p. 106, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Prof. Bush, who stands at the head of his profession as a



Hebrew schol ar, and who is therefore well qualified to
judge of the neaning of the original, is still nore
definite, and says: p. 106, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"The two tabl es were probably designed to cl ose together
like the Iids of a book and by their being witten on both
sides is nmeant that their right and |l eft hand | eaf or side,
were each of themto be occupied with letters. -- Note on
Exodus 32:15. p. 106, Para. 5, [VISIONS].

On these authorities, we see that there is perfect harnony
bet ween the visions and the Bible on this point. p. 107,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 42. -- THE MARK Of THE BEAST. p. 107, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

Sunday- keepi ng, according to her visions, is the mark of
t he beast, and yet she had visions while keepi ng Sunday,
and was never inforned while thus in communion with Heaven
that she had the mark of the beast, nor that God was
di spl eased with her therefor; and further, the first and
second angels of Rev. 14, "had the mark of the beast; for
t hey were Sunday- keepers. Wuld God send out two angels
with the mark of the beast on thenf Just think of tw CGod-
comm ssi oned angel s, doing the work of God, and all the
while wearing the mark of the beast. Dare we charge al
this agai nst the God of Heaven, to nmake a sickly theory
| ook plausible, and to prop up the visions of a nodern
prophetess?" p. 107, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Thus reasons the objector; and no doubt to the uniforned
it all | ooks very plausible, and will work admrably in
stirring up prejudice strong and deep according to its
evident design. The fault we find with it is, it is
al together founded in m srepresentation and fal sehood; and
could we satisfy that it was not done willfully, we should
feel nmore lenient toward it. This objection, as set forth
above, appeared a few nonths since in the Voice of the
West; but as far back as 1864, in a little friendly
controversy with that paper, we distinctly defined our
position on this point, as follows: p. 107, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

"In relation to our application of the third angel's
nessage, the worship of the beast and his nark, we are
uni formy msrepresented. W do not nake the sweeping



application, as above asserted, that 'this [the doom
threatened by the third angel] is the terrible fate of al
Sunday- keepers.' We do not accuse all Sunday- keepers of
wor shi pi ng the beast or of having his mark, in the sense of
t hat prophecy. What we do say is this: that when the |ight
cones, those who willfully shut their eyes to the truth,
and deliberately adopt an institution of the beast in place
of one which God has given us, having been fully inforned
that it is such, thereby transfer their allegiance and
worship from God to the beast, and then becone subjects of
the fearful threatening of that nessage.” -- Review, Vol
24, No. 14. p. 107, Para. 5, [VISIONS]

But notwi thstanding all this, we find the charge
reiterated in the same paper, that according to our view
al | Sunday-keepers have, and for years in the past, have

had, the mark of the beast. If they will not take our
expl anation, and wi thout any effort to show that the
distinction we nmake is not just, still persist in

m srepresenting us, they nust bear the responsibility of
such a course. Let our position, here, be distinctly
understood. True, we hol d Sunday- keeping to the mark of the
beast; but no Sunday-keeper, past or present, has received
the mark in the sense of the third nmessage, however
strictly he may have observed the day, if not keeping it

wi th an understanding that it was such a mark, or as
enforced by the power that instituted it, as a sign or
token of its authority. p. 108, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

The third nessage pertains to a future test which is to be
made on this question. It is given at a tinme when the first
day of the week is, and has been for years, al nost
uni versal ly observed; yet mark its phraseology: "If any man
wor ship the beast and his image, and receive his mark," &c.
But how absurd to warn peopl e agai nst receiving the mark,
if they already have it. The wording of the nessage, then,
shows that it is sonething which they will be required to
receive in the future, and which it is given to guard them
agai nst. Man says, Receive the mark, or die. Rev. 13:15.
God says, Refuse it, or drink of the nmy unm ngled wath.
Rev. 14:9,10. And when, with the issue before them nen
shall seek to save their lives, by surrendering the truth,
and deliberately receive an institution of the beast in
pl ace of, and as opposed to, a conmmandnent of God, then
they receive the mark of the beast, and expose thensel ves
to the unm ngled wath of God. To say, therefore, that
according to our view, Luther, Wesley, Fletcher,



Wi tefield, or any of the good of past ages, or those who
gave the first and second nessages of Rev. 14, had the mark
of the beast, is sinply false, and the objector has only
wasted his ink in trying to fix this stigm upon the
visions. p. 108, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

But why was not this sooner shown to be wong? W answer,
Wiy was not all truth given to the race in the begi nning?
Especially at the opening of this dispensation, why was not
all truth pertaining to it, at once reveal ed and placed in
t he hands of the church? The Lord of truth was personally
with his disciples, instructing themin the things of the
gospel . p. 109, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Way did he not tell them everything at once? Wy |et an
interview close with errors still resting on their mnds?
But hear him "I have yet many things to say to you, but ye
cannot bear them now. " Light conmes just as the people of
God are ready for it, and are prepared to use it in the
devel opnment of character. And |ight on the Sabbath
guestion, as a matter of prophecy, canme forth in its proper
time, when the tenple of God was opened in Heaven, and
there was seen in his tenple the ark of his testament. Rev.
11:19. p. 109, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 43. -- THE SECOND COM NG Of CHRIST. p. 110,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

It is claimed that the visions |ocate the second com ng of
Christ in the past? Wiy? Because in Spiritual Gfts, Vol
1, pages 73-4, it is stated that imediately after his
resurrection, when he had told Mary not to touch him for
he had not then ascended to God, he did ascend to Heaven,
received fromthe |ips of the Father the acceptance of his
sacrifice, and returned the sane day to his disciples. In
his zeal to make this an objection to the vision, the
obj ector forgot to guard against naking it an objection to
the Bible also, by telling us what John 20:17, does nean,
if it does not nmean that. How could Christ consistently
refuse to et Mary touch him because he had not yet
ascended to his Father, and afterward bid the disciples
handl e him Luke 24:39, if he still had not ascended? or
how coul d he request Mary to go and tell his disciples that
he ascended to his God and their God, unless he was to nake
t hat ascension before he hinself should see thenf? for then
he could informthem hinself. But we will waive this point,
and proceed to the objection. p. 110, Para. 2, [VISIONS].



I f he ascended and returned, it is clainmed that such
return nust be his second com ng; but Paul |ocates the
second comng in the future, hence, in the sneering dialect
of the opposer, Paul and Ellen clash. But we inquire, was
t he ascension of which John 20:17, speaks, or, if the
obj ector prefers, of which the visions speak, visible to
the worl d? Did any one of then see him ascend? No. Did any
one see himreturn? No. But can any one fail to see that
when we speak of the first and second advents of Christ, we
mean his outward, visible appearance anong nmen? "To them
that |1 ook for himshall he appear the second tine, not cone
secretly or invisibly. And does this declaration preclude
the idea of his passing any nunber of tinmes between earth
and Heaven, unknown to the world? O course not. And
further, does the objector suppose that Christ is
i movabl e, fixed to a particular locality in Heaven, and
that he has never been personally present on this earth
except during his earthly mnistry? If so, he will please
excuse us fromtaking so contracted and unworthy a view of
his position. p. 110, Para. 3, [VISIONS]

But waiving all these points, let us see how t he objector
will get along in his position with the Bible. Take Paul's
experience. On his way to Damascus, the Lord nmet him and
caused himto fall to the earth by brightness of his
presence. He told himplainly that he was Jesus of Nazareth
whom he persecuted. The nmen who were with himheard the
voi ce, but saw no man. Acts 9:7. By this | anguage, Pau
plainly shows that he did see Jesus who spoke with him But
Paul, in 1 Cor. 15, speaking of those by whomthe Lord was
seen after his resurrection, says, verse 8, "Last of all he
was seen of ne al so, as of one born out of due tine." p.
111, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Agai n, chap. 9:1: "AmI| not an apostle? am| not free?
have | not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?" And Ananias said to
hi m on reachi ng Damascus, "The God of our fathers hath
chosen thee, that thou shoul dest know his will, and see
t hat Just One, and shoul dest hear the voice of his nouth.”
Acts 22:14. Thus the Lord Jesus cane down from Heaven net
Saul in the way, revealed to himhis person, and spoke to
himw th an audi bl e voice, which even the nen who were with
hi m heard, though they understood not. It will be in vain
to urge that the Lord was not really present, because Pau
speaks of it as a heavenly vision; for this termis in such
instances applied to real literal appearances as when the



wonen went to the sepul cher and beheld a vision of angels;
that is, angels who were really and literally present. Luke
24:23. Now let us apply a little of the objector's
reasoning: Did not Christ return to earth when he net Sau
in the way? "Yes. And does not this return to earth, in
connection with his first com ng, make a second com ng?
Just as truly as one and one nmake two. There is no escape
fromthis conclusion. No squirmng or dodging will help the
matter in the least."” But Paul |ong spoke of Christ's
comng the second time in the future. So the objector here
has Paul against Paul. p. 111, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Agai n, the objector's view would place the first advent of
Chri st ages before the opening of the present dispensation;
for once at least, in the days of Daniel, he canme down to
earth to assist Gabriel in influencing the king of Persia
to take a course which would fulfill the prayer of that
prophet. p. 112, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

So if any visit of Christ to this world counts one in a
nuneri cal order, the appearance of Christ as a babe in the
manger, a teacher of the people, and a sacrifice on
Cal vary, was not by any means his first advent to this
world. p. 112, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Havi ng now found the objector, in his efforts here to
frame an argunment against the visions, in trouble with both
Dani el and Paul, we | eave himto settle his difficulty, as
best he can, with those holy men. p. 113, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTI ON 44. -- | MPARTI NG POAER To DI SCI PLES. p. 113,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"According to this vision, "Jesus wished to return to his
di sci ples, after having ascended to Heaven, and 'VWH LE W TH
THEM i npart power unto them' whereas the Bible inforns us
that he bade them'tarry at Jerusalem' after his
ascension, till they were 'endued with power fromon high.'
Thus . . . . he did NOT "while with theminpart power unto
them' but shortly after his ascension (on the day of
Pentecost), the prom sed power cane. Here Ellen and the
Bi bl e disagree.” p. 113, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

We can but ask, in charity, if the objector never read
John 20:22, which states that Jesus, on the evening of the
day of his resurrection net with his disciples, and



breat hi ng on them said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost! Thus he
did inpart power unto them He begat themto a |lively hope,
by showi ng hinmself to them "speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdomof God," and breathing on them
the Holy Ghost. This is all that the vision asserts. Hence,
"here Ellen and the Bi ble" do not "disagree." The "prom se
of the Father,"” for which he told themto wait at

Jerusalem is another thing. p. 113, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 45. -- SEVEN Days ASCENDING p. 113, Para. 5,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"We all entered the cloud together, and were seven days
ascending to the sea of glass." Experience & Views, page
12. Yet Christ on the day of resurrection, ascended and
returned in a part of a day. Here, says the objector, one
vision teaches that it takes seven days to nmake the journey
to the New Jerusalem or fourteen days to go and return,
and anot her vision teaches that Christ perfornmed this
fourteen days' journey in | ess than one day. The two
visions, he is very confident, cannot be harnonized. W
reply, the vision does not say that it takes on every
occasi on seven days to ascend to the city. It only states
that on one particular instance, when Christ takes up the
redeened hosts, this length of tine, for what reason we
know not, was occupied in the ascension. There is nothing
inthis to show that cel estial beings, Christ and his
angel s, may not acconplish the distances in an instant. In
Daniel's prayer recorded in Dan. 9, which would occupy but
a few nonents in delivery dowmn to the 20th verse, the ange
Gabriel appeared to himand said that at the begi nning of
hi s supplications the commandnent cane forth, and he was
then come to show him that is, when he commenced to pray,
Gabriel was ordered to go to him and when he had prayed
but a few m nutes at | ongest, there stood Gabriel before
himin fulfillnment of his m ssion, having acconplished the
di stance from Heaven to earth, in the short tine that it
took Daniel to utter a few words of prayer! This objection
is sinply a silly quibble. W feel like the reader's pardon
for noticing it. We should not have done so, had it not
been urged with ridiculous gravity as a proof that the
visions are unreliable. p. 114, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

oj ection. 46. -- MESMERISM p. 114, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

“I told himthe Lord had shown ne that nmesnerismwas from
the Devil." Experience and Views, page 6. "Phrenol ogy and



mesnerism are very much exalted. They are good in their

pl ace." Testinony No. 7, page 56. Here the objector stops
and clainms a contradiction. Mesmerismfromthe Devil, he
says, and yet good! He should have continued his quotation
from Testinmony No. 7, a little further, thus: "They are
good in their place, but they are seized upon by Satan as
his nost powerful agents to deceive and destroy souls!™ It
is only by garbling the sentence that the opposer finds his
objection; for when it is given in full, it explains the
first quotation, and shows in what respect nesnmerismis
fromthe Devil, nanely, in the use that is nmade of it. This
is all nmade plain in the work [ ast quoted from p. 115,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Qbj ection 47. -- HEROD. p. 115, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"Herod's heart grew still harder, and when he heard that
Jesus had arisen, he was not nuch troubled. He took the
life of Janes; and when he saw that this pleased the Jews,
he took Peter also, intending to put himto death.™
Spiritual Gfts, Vol., 1, page 11. Here says the objector
she makes out that the sane Herod that was concerned in the
trial of Jesus, was the one that put Janmes to death. p.
115, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

This statenent is not true. We ask, How does the Bible
speak of these Herods? Sinply as Herod. It is Herod at the
trial of Christ, and Herod at the death of Janes. W go to
history to learn the distinction between them but it may
be said, the pronoun, he, is used referring directly to the
Herod first nentioned. Very well, we have already produced
an instance fromthe Bi bl e where the pronoun, he refers to
Satan, when the only expressed antecedent is the Lord. See
page 35. But let us |look at these Herods. W shall find
that they were alike in nore respects that in nane. Wat
Herod put Janes to death? Herod Agripa |I. Who was this
Her od? Nephew and brother-in-law of Herod Antipas, who took
part in the trial of Christ. He was raised to power in A
D. 38, and it was at his instigation that, three years
later, in A D. 41, Antipas was banished to Lyons, and
Agri ppa succeeded to his throne. He al so pursued the sane
toward the Christians as Antipas. This is proved by his
persecution of the disciples. Mreover he nust have
understood fully the position and clains of the Christians,
i nasmuch as his son, Agrippa Il., on succeeding to his
father's governnent, years afterward, becane so fully
acquai nted with them that Paul addressed himin the



foll owi ng confident |anguage respecting the sufferings of
Christ, and his resurrection fromthe dead: "For the king
knowet h of these things, before whomalso |I speak freely;
for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden
fromhim for this thing was not done in a corner!"” p.
115, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

Then here we have Agrippa succeeding his uncle Antipas, in
t he governnent, succeeding himin disposition, succeeding
himin the same course of action toward the Christians, and
wel | acquainted with all the facts in reference to Christ,
so that they should have had as nmuch effect on himas upon
his uncle and predecessor, Antipas. Then why not associ ate
t hem together as one link in the Herodian dynasty, as well
as to speak of a succession of kings as constituting one
horn of a beast, as in the case of the four horns of the
goat, or to take a succession of popes to represent a
single man of sin? p. 116, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 48. -- The MARTYRS. p. 116, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"They raised the sword to kill us, but it broke and fel
power|l ess as a straw. " Experience and Views, page 17. This
i s spoken of those who refuse to worship the beast and his
i mge; but, says the objector, these persons according to
John are killed. Rev. 20:4. And | saw thrones and they sat
upon them and judgnent was given unto them and | saw the
soul s of themthat were beheaded for the w tness of Jesus,
and for the word of God, and which has not worshipped the
beast neither his inmage, neither had received his mark upon
their foreheads or in their hands; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years." The trouble wth the
objector here is, this text does not mean what he woul d
like to have it. John does not here say that those who were
beheaded were those who had refused to worship the beast or
his imge; for the words "and which had not worshi ped, "
&c., should be rendered, "and those who had not worshi ped."”
&. Here a special class, in distinction fromthe martyrs,
is pointed out. Then, says the objector, this would include
mllions of sinners. It mght, perhaps, if John had not
plainly informed us in the preceding chapter, that all of
this class had just been slain by the sword of himthat sat
upon the horse. Mark the conpany presented to John. p.

117, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

The wi cked had all been slain, but the righteous dead had
been rai sed, and of course the righteous |iving changed.



This multitude of immortalized righteous ones, are the
persons and the only persons, here spoken of by the
prophet. And he singles out two classes of these and nakes
speci al nention of them the martyrs, as one class, and

t hose who had not worshipped the beast, &c., as the other.
He does not class those who refuse to worship the beast and
his image, anong the martyrs. Hence there is no proof here
that this class are to be slain, and nothing whatever to
conflict with the vision on this point. p. 117, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

OBJECTI ON 49. -- SEEI NG W CKED PERSONS In HEAVEN. p. 118,
Para. 1, [VISI ONS].

It is alleged that Ms. W has seen certain ones in the
ki ngdom who are living lives of notorious w ckedness, and
who probably will never reformand be saved; and this it is
urged shoul d be sufficient to show that the visions are
entitled to no confidence. This objection we are obliged to
neet as we have many that have preceded it; nanmely, with an
unqual ified denial; that is in the light in which it is
presented by the objector, it is false. She has indeed seen
certain individuals who are outside the pale of truth, and
seen that if they would pursue such and such a course, they
woul d be saved. Under such circunstances she has seen them
in the ki ngdom She has never seen any person
unconditionally there; and if they conply with conditions
shown, they will ultimately be there; if they do not, they
wll fail; and then all that can be nmade of the vision wll
be that it showed theman offer of life on conditions with
whi ch they never conplied. Thus a partial statenment of the
truth is made to do the work of an absol ute fal sehood. p.
118, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

OBJECTI ON 50. -- CHRIST'S ENTRY I NTO The HOLY PLACE. p.
118, Para. 3, [VI SIONS].

The visions represent that Christ entered into the nost
holy place of the heavenly sanctuary in 1844. The objector
here finds a contradiction by asserting that Christ entered
the holiest over 1800 years ago; and this is the way he
attenpts to prove it: p. 119, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

"1. What is Christ's office in this dispensation? Answer -
- Hgh Priest. 2. Wiere did the high priest, in the type,
go to officiate once a year? Answer -- Into the departnent
whi ch Paul calls the '"holy place:' 'The high priest entered



into the holy place every year.' Heb. 9:25. 3. Into what

pl ace did Christ enter 1800 years ago? Answer -- Into the
"holy place' (Heb. 9:12) -- a place bearing the sane nane
of the place into which Paul says the high priest entered,
in the type, elsewhere called the nost holy place or
holiest or 'nost holy place,' 1800 years ago, Paul talks to
hi s brethren about having bol dness to enter into the

HCOLI EST by the bl ood of Jesus,' Heb. 10:19), which would
have been an inpossibility provided Christ had not gone
there hinself till 1844." p. 119, Para. 2, [VISI ONS]

The witer of the foregoing wonderful argunent, has a
great passion for flourishing the original Geek, when he
thinks it favors his position, but is significantly silent
with regard to it, when it goes against him p. 119, Para.
3, [VISIONS].

In every instance where he has nentioned the holy place or
holiest in the preceding argunent, it is the original in
t he plural and should be rendered, holy places. Thus Heb.
9: 25, reads, "The H gh priest entereth into holy places
every year, with the blood of others.” Heb. 9:12, reads,
"By his own blood he entered in once [once for all, G.]
into the holy places.” True it is a "place bearing the sane
name as the place into which the high priest entered in the
type;" but the nanme is in the plural, and so conpletely
spoils the objector's argunment. So when Paul talks to his
br et hren about havi ng bol dness to enter into the holiest by
the bl ood of Jesus,"” it is still plural, and should be
rendered holy places. It proves that Christ is a mnister
in both apartnments of heavenly sanctuary, and that we,
through the nerits of his blood, can find in hima Hi gh
Priest and Saviour in the nost holy as well as in the holy
pl ace, in the second, as well as in the first, apartnment of
t he heavenly sanctuary. The reader has but to know the fact
that in texts quoted the words are in the plural, neaning
holy places, and the objector's argunents at once vani sh,
either as a piece of bad criticism or an effort to
m sl ead. p. 119, Para. 4, [VISI ONS].

Anot her quotes Heb. 6:19, 20, and says that Paul was
incorrect if our High Priest did not enter within the vei
till 1844. This witer forgot that the first apartnent of
the sanctuary was closed with a veil as well as the second,
and that when Christ entered into the first apartnent he
entered within the vail, as truly as when he entered into
the second. p. 120, Para. 1, [VISIONS]



OBJECTI ON 51. -- The H GH PRI EST' S DRESS. p. 120, Para.
2, [VISIONS] .

In a description of events to occur at the end of the 2300
days in 1844, we read, in Spiritual Gfts, Vol. 1, page
159: "Jesus then clothed hinself with precious garnents.
Around the bottom of his robe was a bell and a ponegranate,
a bell and a ponegranate. He had suspended from his
shoul ders a breastplate of curious work," &c. Being thus
attired, he went into the nost holy place to cleanse the
sanctuary. This, says the objector, was contrary to the
type; for Aaron on the day of atonenent, when he went into
the nost holy place, was to lay off his gorgeous priestly
robes, and array hinself in plain linen garnents. Lev.

16: 4. Hence he affirns that the representation of the
vision on this point is not correct. W reply, Paul says
that the | aw had only a shadow of good things to cone, and
not the very inmage of things. W nust not | ook for absolute
identity in every respect. He points out a nunber of
particulars in which the parallel between the earthly and
heavenly priesthood does not hold, on account of the

i nperfection and nortality of the earthly priests. Wen we
| ook at the point before us, we find this to be, in al
probability, one of the sane nature. p. 121, Para. 1,

[ VI SI ONS] .

Dr. Clarke has the followi ng note on Lev. 16:4: "He [the
high priest] was not to dress in his pontifical garnents,
but in the sinple sacerdotal vestnents, or those of the
Levites, because it was a day of humliation; and as he was
to offer sacrifices for his ow sins, it was necessary that
he shoul d appear in habits suited to the occasi on. Hence he
has neither the robe, the ephod, the breastplate, the
mtre, &c.; these constituted his dress of dignity, as the
hi gh priest of God, mnistering for others, and the
representative of Christ; but now he appears before God, as
a sinner, offering an atonenment for his transgressions, and
his garnents are those of humliation.™ p. 121, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

How can this explanation be otherw se than satisfactory to
any m nd? The high priest in the earthly sanctuary being

hi msel f a sinner, and having to offer on the day of
atonenent for his own sins, could not appropriately appear
in any other than robes of humlity. But no such reason can
exist in the case of Christ; hence there can be no occasion



with himfor such a change of garnments. He could
appropriately wear in the second apartnent robes even nore
gorgeous and precious than those in which he mnistered in
the first apartnent. And it is nbst derogatory to the
character of Christ to claimthat because the priest on
earth put on plain linen robes, in token of his ow sin and
hum |iation, therefore our imortal and sinless great High
Priest, in the sanctuary in Heaven, nust do the sanme! No
one has any occasion to find fault with what has been shown
on this point. p. 121, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

Obj ection 52. -- SUPPRESSION. p. 122, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

We now cone to the great outcry about suppression. This
the reader will at once understand cannot be urged as an
obj ection against the visions thenselves. |If any wong has
been commtted in this direction, it lies at the door of
t hose who have had the charge of their publication. But
there are charges made here which are infanmously false. The
vi sions are accused of follow ng the views of the people;
and as our views change, the visions nust change to
correspond; and if they cannot be changed they nust be
suppressed. p. 122, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

To use the objector's own | anguage, "All such visions are
put where it is not an easy nmatter to get hold of them Had
it been possible they would | ong ago have destroyed them ™
We pronounce this an unvarni shed, malicious fal sehood; and
t hose who make it, and those who love it, are respectfully
referred to Rev. 22:15. They cannot produce the first
particle or evidence that there has ever been any attenpt
or design on the part of the leaders in this work to
suppress any of the visions. Having once published them and
spread them through the ranks of believers, any one could
see that it would be sheer folly to attenpt any such thing.
No; be it understood that we stand by everything that has
been shown. And what is the great proportion of that which
i s charged upon us as suppression? Sinply matter that has
been once published, and edition becom ng exhausted, has
not been republished. Nowis there any | aw conpelling us to
keep on hand an edition of every vision that has ever been
publ i shed? W certainly wish we had them and coul d put
themon sale at this office. But because the editions are
al | exhausted, OCh, says the silly charge, they are now
suppressed! This m ght just as well be said of every book
that chances to out of print. p. 122, Para. 3, [VISIONS].



But in such visions as have been re-published, portions
have been omtted. Howis that? Very well. It not unusually
happens that nmuch that is shown in vision has a speci al
application to circunstances as they exist at the tinme the
vision is given. Now when the vision has once been fully
publ i shed and acconplished its object as far as
circunstances are concerned, is it not perfectly right and
proper to re-publish only such portions as are of
importance and utility to subsequent tinmes? Al wll
concede that it is. p. 123, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

But it is clainmed that objectionable features are |eft out
because they are not now believed. In answering these
objections thus far we have answered anong others the very
poi nts which are clainmed to have been suppressed, and shown
that they contain nothing but what we now fully endorse; so
that this objection so far is of no weight. But further, we
can show that those points are no stronger than others
which are retained; so that the objection fails in this
respect also. The two principal points are these: Speaking
of those who fell off fromthe Advent path to the world
bel ow, she says, "It was just as inpossible for themto get
on the path again and go to the city, as all the w cked
worl d which God had rejected.” Word to Little Flock, page
14. This is omtted on page 10 of Experience and Views. Was
it because this point was not then believed? If so, |ook at
anot her stat enent found of page 43 of the same work: She
saw the world before the throne, and when Jesus rose up
fromthe throne not one ray of |light passed to the carel ess
mul titude, but they were left in perfect darkness. Now
whi ch expression is the stronger? W say the latter, or, at
least, it is just as strong. The other point is in what was
shown about false reformations: "The reformations that were
shown ne were not reformations fromerror to truth, but
frombad to worse; for those who professed a change of
heart had only wapped about thema religious garb which
covered up the iniquity of a wicked heart. Sone appeared to
have been really converted, so as to deceive God's peopl €;
but if their hearts could be seen, they would appear as
bl ack as ever." p. 123, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

As we have not proof to the contrary, we will take it for
granted as the objector clains, that these statenments were
published in the Present Truth of August, 1849. Concer ning
their inport we will only say that they do not prove that
every conversion since 1844 has been spurious, as the
obj ector asserts. They are speaking of the conversions nade



by these fal se revivals, which were not conversions from
error to truth. It is not asserted that there could be no
conversions fromerror to truth, and that such would not be
genui ne. The point now before us is, Wre these statenents
onmtted on page 27 of Experiences and Vi ews, because they
were not believed, at the tinme the vision was re-published?
We say, No; for expressions are retained which are stil
stronger. Thus: "The reformations that were shown ne, were
not reformations fromerror to truth. My acconpanyi ng angel
bade ne | ook for the travail of soul for sinners as used to
be. I | ooked but could not see it; for the tinme for their
salvation is past." Concerning the expression, "The tine
for their salvation is past,” and "the w cked world which
God had rejected,” we have already spoken and have no
occasion to speak further here. W introduce themonly to
show that there are expressions retained in the visions,

whi ch viewed fromthe objector's standpoint, are far nore
obj ecti onabl e that those which he clains are omtted on
account of their objectionable features. Their om ssion,
then, so far as any objection based on them agai nst the
visions is concerned, is a matter of conplete indifference.
The objector is therefore at liberty to nake of it what he
can. p. 124, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

Let us briefly recapitulate that the reader may | ook at
all the facts in connection. p. 125, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

1. Every vision, except such as pertained exclusively to
i ndi vi dual cases, has been once published, put in print,
and indiscrimnately circul ated, where friend and foe could
ali ke obtain them Attenpts to suppress any of these would
be utterly futile. p. 126, Para. 1, [VISIONS]

2. The mai n body of what we are accused of having
suppressed, is sinply the editions of sone visions, which,
having all been sold, have not yet been re-published! p.
126, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

3. Portions which are clainmed to have been suppressed from
sone evil design, are sinply sone which related to
particul ar and | ocal circunstances, and having acconpli shed
t heir object, have not been inserted when that which is of
general interest has been re-published. p. 126, Para. 3,

[ VI SI ONS] .

4. Expressions are retained inculcating the sane
sentinents, in |language still stronger than those which the



obj ector claims to have been suppressed on account of their
obj ectionable features; so that the teachings of the
visions are not altered a whit by the om ssion of those

t hi ngs which he asserts have been | eft out because they are
not now believed. p. 126, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

5. I'n answering these objections we have answered all the
poi nts which are set forth as suppressions, and have shown
that they contain nothing but what we still fully endorse.
p. 126, Para. 5, [VISIONS].

6. If the objector could maintain his points, what woul d
he prove? Not hi ng agai nst the visions thensel ves, but only
agai nst those who have had charge of their publication. p.
126, Para. 6, [VISIONS].

In view of these facts this objection dwi ndles to a point
that is not visible to the naked eye. And all the
assertions that certain visions are not for sale at this
of fi ce because we do not now believe them or that there
has been any effort made to call in visions for the purpose
of suppressing them or that if we could have got hol d of
them they would | ong ago have been put out of the way, or
anyt hing of the kind, we brand as infanmous cal umies, and
bal d and barefaced untruths. p. 126, Para. 7, [VISIONS].

W have now followed the objector through his list of

obj ections agai nst the visions, finding none of themvalid,
and nost of them weak and puerile in the extrene. W m ght

have | eft them wth no fears that any person of a pure and
i ngenuous spirit, and honest and upright heart, would have

been permanently turned fromthe right path by their

i nfluence. But considerable vain and enpty boasting may be

stopped, by thus refuting themin order. Two things we have
gained by this exam nation: First, a deeper know edge of

t he i nherent weakness of the opposition, and, second,

cl earer views of the beauty and harnony of the visions

t hemsel ves. p. 126, Para. 8, [VISIONS]

One ot her point should perhaps be nentioned before
cl osing. Some one may say, Then you nake the visions a
second New Testament, a Mrnon Bible in your system W do
not, as the followi ng reason will show. W have ever held,
as set forth in this work, that the word of God, the Bible,
is the great standard by which to test all these
mani festations. "To the law and to testinony. |If they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no |ight



in them" Al gifts of the Spirit in the church nust be
thus tested. Now it is evident that which tests, occupies a
hi gher position than which is tested by it. This, in one
wor d, expresses our view of the relative position which the
Bi ble and the visions sustain to each other. p. 127, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

But when a manifestation accords with the word, and gives
every evidence that it is a genuine manifestation of the
Spirit of God, we submt it to the objector hinself to say
how far we may regard it lightly or despise or transgress
its teachings with inpunity. p. 127, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

In conclusion, we would urge the reader to study Spiritua
G fts and Testinonies to the Church nore fully, and
endeavor to follow their teachings nore closely. Those who
do this to the greatest extent, exenplify nost of the
spirit of Christianity in their daily lives; and such have
no doubts, and find no difficulties, in the visions. The
objections all cone fromthose who nani fest the |east of
their spirit in their daily wal k and conversation, and who
are least acquainted with their manifestation. p. 128,
Para. 1, [VISIONS].

And you who | ove the present truth, who feel your hearts
swelling with gratitude, as you view the pit of darkness
fromwhich it has taken you, and the glorious light it has
t hrown upon your pathway, renenber that the visions are
intimately and inseparably connected with this work. W
have yet to |learn of any one who has given up the visions,
who has not also given up the main pillars of present
truth. Howis it wth those who have lately risen up in
opposition in lowa? They have already surrendered the great
truths of the Three Messages, the Two- horned Beast, the
reckoni ng of the prophetic periods, and consequently the

Sanctuary work in Heaven. How long they will retain the
Sabbat h, or any practical view of the doctrine of the
second advent, time will determne. Are you willing to

foll ow t he gui dance of such nen? p. 128, Para. 2,
[ VI SI ONS] .

To thus endeavor to defend what the Lord has expressly and
in nmercy set in his church, against the attacks of

unr easonable and faithless nen, has been to us a pleasing
task. p. 128, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

The effort is but a faint index of the gratitude we feel



for the precious gift which is anong us. May the Lord add
his blessing to make it of benefit to those who read. May
he help you to "prove all things," and "hold fast that
which is good."” May he enable you to heed the injunction,
"to despi se not prophesyings; "and may you "cone behind in
no gift, waiting for the comng of our Lord Jesus Christ."
p. 128, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

Appendi x -- NUMBER ONE p. 129, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

We present the follow ng testinonies, which we have the
perm ssion of the witer to show opposition to the visions,
personal considerations aside, springs fromprejudice, and
exists only with those who have little or no acquai ntance
wi th the one through whomthey are given, and al so the

i mpossibility of obtaining anything like justice or
fairness fromour opponents on this question. Bro. Ball had
for quite a length of tinme been engaged in strenuous and
public warfare against the visions, sending his

comuni cations to various papers, which were all eager to
insert them when Bro. and Sr. Wiite nmade a visit to

Washi ngton, N. H, in Decenber, 1867, and he had the
privilege of form ng a personal acquaintance with them

wi t nessing how the Spirit of God attended their |abors, and
happily of sharing in a neasure therein hinself. The result
we wll et himdescribe in his owm words. The foll ow ng
fromhis pen was published in the Review of July 7, 1868:

p. 129, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"A Confession. p. 129, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"Wth deep humlity would | confess to the readers of the
Review ny errors and m stakes in opposing what | now regard
as the work of God. For nore than two years | have been
engaged in open warfare agai nst certain positions held by
our seventh-day brethren. My object has been to tear down,
to di shearten, discourage, and cause doubt and unbeli ef
everywhere (so far as ny influence extends,) anong this
people. | have also put forth ny best efforts to prejudice
and influence first-day Adventists against this people and
their views. | now see ny m stake, and deeply feel ny w ong
course in so doing. Nothing but Satan hinself could induce
nme t o engage in such an unholy warfare. | have been blinded
by his dark influence, and controlled by his satanic power,
whil e warring agai nst the people of God. Al this | frankly
and hunbly confess. | amguilty before God of a great sin,
inuniting ny influence and talents with the rebel hosts in



opposi ng God's chosen peopl e, who keep the commandnents of
God, and have the testinony of Jesus Christ. | hunbly ask
the forgiveness of God and ny brethren for the wongs I
have comnm tted while engaged in this rebellious work. p.
130, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"Especially do | feel the wong done Bro. and Sr. Wite;
and woul d again ask their forgiveness. | shall even hold
themin grateful remenbrance for their plain, cutting, and
faithful testinonies to ne, during their visit to our place
last wnter. p. 130, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

They were instrunental, by the blessing of God, in
rescuing ne fromthe snare of the Devil. | bless God for
sending his faithful servants this way, and for his Spirit
which attended their faithful |abors. The Lord worked with
themin power, not only in reclaimng the erring and
backsl i dden, but in the conversion of sinners to God. A
great and good work commenced under their faithful I|abors,
and is still going forward. To God be all the praise. p.
130, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"As it regards the testinonies of Sr. Wite, | becane
partially convinced, during their visit to our place, that
they were from God. Since then nmy conviction has been

wi deni ng and deepening, until | can truthfully say that |
believe Sr. Wite is an hunble, devoted, godly wonman; and
that her testinonies are from Heaven. | cannot, yea, | wll

not doubt, for darkness is sure to follow. It is the united
testinmony of all who have had any experience in the matter,
that the nore confidence they have in Sr. Wite and her
testinonies, the nore they enjoy the blessing of God. This
has been my own experience. Now why is this? Does the Lord
bl ess people nore for believing error than truth? If so,
the nore confidence and faith we can get in the doctrine of
nmodern spiritualism or any other satanic delusion, the
nore of the blessing of Heaven we shall enjoy. Wat an
idea! p. 131, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"Who are the nost hunble, devoted, self-sacrificing, godly
persons to be found anong Sabbat h-keepers? Do they conprise
that class who are doubting, halting, questioning,

di sbelieving, and fighting the visions? Certainly not. This
class are noted for their selfishness, their worldly-

m ndedness, and their |ack of consecration to God and his
cause. p. 131, Para. 2, [VISIONS].



They are the | ukewarm the hal fhearted, the backslidden

cl ass, anong Sabbath keepers. This fact al one should teach
us that God is in this work, and no weapon rai sed agai nst
it can prosper. My own sad experience has taught ne that it
is spiritual death to doubt or oppose any part of this
work. God's hand is set to the work, and it is destined to
triunph, although nmen and devils may oppose. p. 131, Para.
3, [VISIONS].

"I feel very unworthy of a place or nane anong this
people. My life, during the past two years, has been both
an injury and a disgrace to the cause of God. | would, in
view of ny wongs, deeply hunble nyself before God, and
seek forgiveness for all ny sins, while Jesus pleads the
nmerits of his own precious blood in ny behalf. | desire, as
far as possible, to counteract nmy wong influence, and
shall labor to this end. My faith, synpathies, and
interests are now with this people; and | hope never again
to turn traitor, but find sone hunble place anong t hem
where what little influence | may have shall not be to tear
down, but to build up. | feel an earnest desire to enli st
all ny energies in righting ny wongs. And | hope, dear
brethren and sisters, not only to obtain your forgiveness,
but to have your prayers, that | nay be kept fromthe
deceptive power of Satan in these |ast days. p. 132, Para.
1, [VISIONS].

"From your erring brother, "W H BALL, "Washington, N H."
p. 132, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

Havi ng becone fully convinced that the work in which he
had been engaged was a work of wong and error, |ike an
honest man, Bro. B. imedi ately set about undoing as far as
possi bl e the influence that he had cast. p. 132, Para. 3,
[ VI SI ONS] .

To this end he wote retractions to be inserted in the
various papers in which his articles had appeared. The
foll owing was sent to the Voice of the Wst, the organ
t hrough whi ch he had chiefly spoken, but was perenptorily
refused adm ssion, the editor promsing to do himjustice
before his readers in a note of his own. Under the heading
of "Change of Views," Bro. B. wote: p. 132, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .

"BRO. HHMES: | wish to say through the colums of the
Voice, to its nunerous readers who have read ny attacks



agai nst the positions held by S. D. Adventists, and nore
especially ny warfare against the visions, that ny views
have during the past six nonths undergone a happy change.
p. 133, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"During the past winter Bro. and Sr. Wiite visited our

pl ace, and | had the privilege of presenting my objections
to the visions to Sr. W in person. And the explanation I
recei ved upon nmany points was, | am happy to state,
perfectly satisfactory. They were successful, by the

bl essing of God, in renoving not only several objections,
but a large anmount of prejudice fromny mnd. p. 133,
Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"The Spirit and power of God which attended the | abors of
these faithful servants, is the best of evidence that God
iswth themof a truth. The Lord worked with themin great
power, until nearly all the children of Sabbath-keepers
enlisted in the service of God. No one, it would seem
could formeven a short acquai ntance with Sr. W w thout
being forced to the conclusion that she is a hunble,
devoted, godly wonman, if there is one to be found upon the
earth. And | feel that | amguilty before God of a great
wrong in raising ny voice against the testinonies of this
hunmbl e instrunment. p. 133, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"It is ny settled conviction, not only fromthe sad
experience | have had in this matter, but fromdaily
observation, that no weapon raised agai nst the testinonies
of this godly woman, can prosper. God's frown and not his
bl essing, will attend all such efforts. If others think
they can fight the visions, and enjoy the favor of Heaven
at the sane tinme, they can try it. But for one | am
satisfied with this kind of work. | pray God to forgive ne
my errors in this direction. p. 133, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"I also feel that | have conmtted a great wong in
holding up S. D. Adventists and their views to scorn and
ridicule before their enemies. That ny articles have
partaken too nuch of the spirit of war, is too evident.

What if our S. D. Adventist brethren do hold sone errors!
Where is there a people who do not? | ambold to affirm
that there is no class of people to be found that have nore
truth than S. D. Adventists. There is no people to be found
that are putting forth greater efforts to gain the inmmorta
i nheritance than S. D. Adventists. There is no people who
are nore zealous to get right in the sight of God, and keep



all his conmandnents (the fourth not excepted), and get
ready for translation, than S. D. Adventists. There is no
peopl e who are trying to conformto the laws of their

bei ng, so as to possess heal thy bodi es and cl ear m nds,
like S. D. Adventists. In short, there is no people |
should be willing to cast in nmy interests wwth, but S. D
Adventists. p. 134, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"In view of these facts, how w cked and unchristian the
act to take the faults of this people (if faults they
have), and hold themup to the gaze of those who disregard
the |l aw of God, the great rule of right, the perfect
standard by which nen are to be judged in the | ast day.
Jas. 2:12. p. 134, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"I feel deeply nmy wrong in warring agai nst ny seventh-day
brethren. | have been Il ed on by Satan in this unholy work,
until | fear ny influence has turned souls away fromthe
Sabbath of the fourth commandnent. | wish to counteract, as
far as possible, my wong influence, and woul d deeply
hunmbl e nyself before God, and seek forgiveness for all ny
wr ongs, while Jesus pleads in behalf of the sins and errors
of his people. p. 134, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"W H. BALL, "Washington, NH" p. 135, Para. 1
[ VI SI ONS] .

Instead of the "justice" prom sed by the editor of the
Voi ce, he gave in his next issue the followng brief and
i ndefinite paragraph: p. 135, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

"CHANGE O VIEWS. p. 135, Para. 3, [VISIONS]

"Bro. W H Ball, who has several tines spoken very

ef fectively through the Voice against 'the visions and
theories of the prophetess, Ellen G Wite,' wites us that
he has changed his views. He declares hinself sorry that he
ever wote against the views, or the theories that rest
upon them The only reason he gives for his 'change of
views' is, that he has had an interviewwth Ms. Wite,
who expl ained matters satisfactorily to him W decline
publishing his letter, because it is nmainly a special

pl eading for Ms. W and her theories, rather than a
justification of his own 'change of views.' W are sorry
that Bro. B. has fallen into a delusion which has ensnared
many." p. 135, Para. 4, [VISIONS].



This action on the part of the Voice is a fair
illustration of the character of those papers which are
engaged in a bitter warfare against Sr. Wite and her work.
p. 135, Para. 5, [VISIONS].

They woul d fain deceive their readers with a wonderf ul
profession of liberality; but when brought to the test, the
falsity of their profession at once appears in the intense
excl usi veness which they invariably nmanifest. Wiile Bro. B
was witing articles against S. D. Adventists, against the
vi sions, and agai nst sister Wite, whatever m ght be the
nature of the testinony, with the utnost avidity it gave
them an insertion. But no sooner does he becone convinced
that he has been witing error and m srepresentation, and
doing injustice to a devoted and hunbl e servant of God,
than the editor of the Voice refuses to give himthe
privilege of expressing his convictions through his paper,
but wth a kick and a sneer both against him and her,

di smsses himfromhis colums. W |eave that paper to
harmoni ze such a course with its claimto fairness and
honesty, as best it can. p. 135, Para. 6, [VISIONS].

The following is a copy of a confession sent by Bro. B. to
the Wrld's Crisis, and which that paper has not only
failed to insert, but has not even deigned to notice in any
manner: p. 136, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"A Confession. p. 136, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"BRO. GRANT: As | have witten several articles in the
Crisis, which were designed to influence its readers
against S. D. Adventists and their views, and which | see
were al so used agai nst the Sabbath and the | aw of God; I

wi sh now to confess ny wong in so doing. | |ove the
Sabbath and the |aw of God, and the people who are keeping
it. I have becone satisfied that they are the people of

God, and that he is with themindeed. p. 136, Para. 3,
[ VI SI ONS] .

| ask forgiveness of God and ny brethren for the wong I
have done in witing as | did. p. 136, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"W H BALL." Washington, N.H p. 137, Para. 1
[ VI SI ONS] .

NUVBER Two. p. 137, Para. 2, [VI SIONS].



Those who have apostatized fromS. D. Adventists, and
taken up a warfare against the visions, have by a singular
provi dence seened conpelled to conme back before their fina
departure, and frankly confess that the work in which they
wer e engaged was all of the Devil, and that they were |ed
and actuated by his spirit. Such was the case, anong
others, with Messrs. Snook and Brinkerhoff. As these
i ndi vi dual s have acted a nore conspi cuous part than others
inthis matter, it is but proper that the reader shoul d
have the privilege of perusing their testinony. Shortly
after the visit of Bro. and Sr. White to lowa, in July,
1865, Messrs. S. and B. prepared the follow ng statenents
whi ch appeared in the REVIEW of the 25th of the sane nonth:
p. 137, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

From B. F. Snook. p. 137, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"BRO VWH TE: Permt ne, an unworthy worm of the dust, to
address the brethren and sisters as follows: p. 137, Para.
5, [VISIONS].

"1l. | wish to relieve ny m nd before you, and ny God, by
confessing that I now feel that |I have been |led by the
wi cked One in ny novenents of late, especially in ny
opposition to the body. Apparent difficulties in relation
to Sr. White's visions have been accunmulating in ny mnd
for sone tinme. These were magnified by the eneny until
doubts resulted in unbelief and rebellion. In this

di stressed state of mind | attended the General Conference
at Battle Creek, last May. p. 137, Para. 6, [VISIONS]

While there, ny mnd was inpressed that the church there
was fast becom ng conforned to the world. Wt hout
unbosom ng nyself to the brethren there, and calling for an
explanation, | kept these matters to nyself till | had a
good opportunity to give vent to ny feelings by publishing
these matters which were a trial to nme, to the brethren
away fromthere. | am now convinced that the church at
Battl e Creek fell owship none of the extravagant fashions
that | saw there, and | amnow |l ed to believe that they are
doi ng what they can to live out the truth and preserve the
waymar ks of our faith. p. 137, Para. 7, [VISIONS].

"I wsh to say to ny good brethren and sisters of the
Battl e Creek church, that | do nost deeply deplore this
wrong, and hunbly beg of themto forgive ne. | also beg the
pardon of Bro. and sister Wiite for the influence that |



have tried to exert against them on account of these

things. | also entreat ny brethren and sisters in lowa to
forgive me for talking these things to them and thereby
inflaming themto wong feelings. | do nobst sorrowfully

repent of this grievous wong, and pray that God and ny
brethren may forgive ne. p. 138, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"2. 1| went to the lowa Conference full of opposition and
strongly fortified against Sr. Wite' s visions. Bro. Wite
took a bold, decided and thorough stand agai nst ny w ongs,
and faithfully exposed them And though ny mnd was very
much blinded, the scales fell off and I began to see nyself
a poor, m serable and undone sinner. Awful conviction
seized nme, and | was unhappy day and night. Then God in
mercy began to restore nme fromny crazy opposition and |
began to realize that | was the wong one. In ny distress |

determ ned to confess ny sins. | thereupon felt relief; and
at the first opportunity I began the work; and as ny
determ nations were carried out, | felt the blessing of God

return to me. p. 138, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"I desired to nmake everything right so far as | could. But
there were the visions so full of imginary wongs and
difficulties, howcould | get right on then? | listened to
the mghty testinonies of Bro. and sister Wite, driven
home to ny heart by the power of God. Hard as | had nade ny
heart, it had to break, and well up with many tears that
gushed fromny eyes. Thought |, can it be possible that
t hese who speak with so much Spirit and power of CGod are
decei vers, are inmpostors? No, no! Such a thing cannot be.
God will not bless the Devil's servants with so nuch of his
Spirit. | then felt the good Spirit of God upon ny heart,
and the nore of that Spirit | felt, the better the visions
appeared; and the discrepancies and difficulties soon began
to take wings and fly away. | now believe firmy that the
Devil was working upon ne for ny overthrow and ruin. But |
rejoice that God directed Bro. and sister Wiite this way.
They truly have been instrunental in nmy salvation fromthe
Devil's snare. | hereby entreat their pardon for the
grievous trial and heart-rendi ng angui sh that | have so
wi ckedly brought upon them May all ny brethren, and may
God forgive nme. p. 138, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"3. | have also felt while in this state of darkness that
| was hanpered and chai ned, and |onged for a freedomthat |
now see would result in anarchy and universal disorder.
felt that the General Conference Commttee were too



dom neering, and were fast becom ng a kind of triune
papacy. p. 139, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

Let me say that | have no such feelings now | believe
that God is in our present system and arrangenent of order,
and ny heart's desire is to conformto it unreservedly, and
to live in subjection to God and ny brethren of experience
inthis work. | do nost heartily believe that this work, in
all its parts, is the work of God, and by his divine aid, |
amgoing to strive to be a nore holy, hunble and devoted
man, that I, with mine, may go with this people to the
ki ngdom of God. p. 139, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

"Your unworthy brother, "B. F. S." p. 140, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS]

From WH. Brinkerhoff. p. 140, Para. 2, [VISIONS]

"TO THE BATTLE CREEK CHURCH OF S.D.A.: Brethren -- Wth
feelings of my unworthiness and liability to run into the
devi ces of the eneny of all good, | send to you the
foll owi ng confession. And al though nere words cannot hea
wounds that have been inflicted, yet | hope that by actions
in the future | may cause the injuries inflicted to be
heal ed. p. 140, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"On the 16th of My, 1865, | visited your place to attend
the General Conference, with ny m nd poisoned to a
consi der abl e extent against you, and hence | was on the
| ookout to see if | could not find sonmething by which
m ght have the wherewith to reproach you. p. 140, Para. 4,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"After the Conference, nmy mnd being still nore poisoned,
when | arrived home | began to circul ate inpressions of
what | had seen in Battle Creek, anong ny brethren in | owa,
such as that the church was getting proud, and fashionabl e,
and were not following out the testinobnies. | saw
i ndividuals with fashi onable hats and bonnets, and
artificials in them but did not stop to inquire whether
they were of Battle Creek or not, but in ny state of m nd
conveyed the idea that they were all of your place. Since |
have cone into a position where | could stop and refl ect
and investigate, | amsatisfied that said insinuations and
reflections were wong, and that | have by ny influence
pl aced you in a false position before the brethren of |owa.
p. 140, Para. 5, [VISIONS].



"Brethren, | have been deeply under the influence of

Satan, and in this condition, | have done you a great wong
and wounded the cause severely, and while you were so kind
in taking care of ne and providing for all nmy wants, | was

preparing to inflict wounds upon you. p. 140, Para. 6,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"Ch may God in nmercy pity and forgive ne that great wong.
O all wongs commtted, none are nore flagrant than
nmerci es abused. Ch how could I do so! Yet I didit, | did
it! p. 141, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

“In order that | may place you in your true position
before the brethren, let me say that | was in the wong,
and not you. | think | can to-day survey the critical
position | was in. And although | have acted so cruelly and
al t oget her unwarranted toward you, and while | would not
extenuate nyself, yet permt ne to say that | was poi soned
inny mnd toward you, and blinded by prejudice. Yet |
ought not to have been in such a position. | should not
have given place to the eneny. p. 141, Para. 2, [VISIONS].

“And now may | hope that when you see in ne a consistent
course of conduct, and that | amtrying to make anends for
ny faults, | may hope for your forgiveness, and to be
restored again to your confidence. | will try to find out
my place in the nessage, and struggle nore earnestly to
live out the truth. And may the Lord forgive ne all ny
sins. p. 141, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"To Bro. and Sister Wiite | would say, | have al so deeply
wronged you, and caused you nuch angui sh of heart and m nd.
| have listened to reports against you, and although while
at Battle Creek enjoying your hospitalities, | had a good

opportunity to talk with you about said reports, | waited
until | canme hone, then began to spread them thus
alienating the mnds of the brethren away fromyou. | did

not stop to investigate them and while you were far away |
was trying to injure you. Ch, why did | do so! You had
never harmed ne in any way. p. 141, Para. 4, [VISIONS].

"On the 30th of June | went to Pilot Grove to neet you and
Bro. Loughborough, not as brethren, but as enem es; and
while there trying to fight my owmn way through, you fully
sust ai ned your reputation as honest, consistent Christians
under the third angel's nessage. Ch! | feel sad when



t hink how I have been working for the eneny. Can such
wounds be heal ed! such stains be washed out! | amnow fully
satisfied that God is leading this people, and that the
visit of Bro. and sister Wite, and Bro. Loughborough, was
not only tinely, but blessed of God, and under his

gui dance; and that great good has already resulted
therefrom | went there w thout any confidence in the
testinonies of sister Wite, and also with doubts on our
position in regard to the sanctuary. | would now say that
my feet are taken out of the mry clay, and fixed upon the
sure foundation of truth, the testinonies not excepted. p.
142, Para. 1, [VISIONS].

"And here | freely confess to you, that | have not only
deeply injured you, but also the cause of truth. Wrds
al one are a poor balmfor wounds. p. 142, Para. 2,

[ VI SI ONS] .

But if you can still regard nme as a brother, though an
erring one, | will try to adorn the truth | profess, with a
godly wal k and conversation in the future. And may the Lord
forgive nme ny sins, and strengthen nme in every good word
and work. p. 142, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

"To the brethren in lowa | would say, My feet had well
ni gh slipped, and I was fast [osing sight of the |andmarks
of truth. You that | have had an influence upon while in
this state of darkness and doubt, | ask your forgiveness.
And | et me here say, that nmy experience, though a sad one,
has taught nme that to doubt this truth, and the
instrunmentalities used to bring it out by the Lord, is to
speedily lead one into the eneny's dark dom ni ons, where he
can be taken captive at his will. Oh, doubt not this truth.
Fear not its ultimate results. Put not forth your hands to
steady the ark, as | thought to do. And though angry waves

may roll high, God will take care of this truth, and bl ess
its upbuilders, and send confusion and weakness upon those
who, |ike some people anciently, thought to stay the work

of God. | shall try in the future to hunbly foll ow on where
the Lord may lead. Pray for nme. p. 143, Para. 1,
[ VI SI ONS] .

"Yours hoping for eternal life, "W H B.", "Lisbon, |owa,
July 12, 1865." p. 143, Para. 2, [VISI ONS].

Reader, you now have this subject before you in all its
aspects. You have seen fromthe foregoi ng pages the nature



of the opposition brought to bear against the visions. You
have seen the results of engaging in such a work fromthe
confessions of those who have tried it. Judge now for
yoursel f on which side truth, fairness, candor and the
Spirit of God are to be found. Had these persons from whom
we | ast quote, followed the |ight which was once nore
mercifully permtted to illumnate their m nds, as evinced
in their confessions, they m ght have again beconme firm and
joyful in the truth. p. 143, Para. 3, [VISIONS].

But rebellion entered into so deliberately, and from so
little cause, is not easily cured. Well does the Bible
liken it, 1 Sam 15:23, to the sin of witchcraft. Hence in
a short tine after penning their confessions, they plunged
again into their fornmer condition according to an
expressive proverb quoted by the apostle, 2 Pet. 2:22. The
prediction uttered by M. B., in the close of his renmarks
guot ed above, that God woul d send confusion and weakness
upon those who engage in such a work, has been strikingly
fulfilled in the cases of hinself and synpathizes. W
counsel those who are inclined to doubt and waver, to take
warning fromthese nen, and beware how in word or deed they
oppose this work, lest haply they be found to fight agai nst
God. If it is of nen, it will come to nought; but if it is
of God, those who endeavor to overthrowit, wll only neet
with a mserable and eternal failure. p. 143, Para. 4,

[ VI SI ONS] .



