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Preface p. 2, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

HE Lord Jesus Christ "whom having not seen, ye love; in whom |T though
now ye see himnot, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakabl e and
full of glory" (1 Peter 1. 8), has of late nade good to ne, vastly
unworthy as I am Hi s own assurance, "he that |oveth nme shall be |oved
of ny Father, and I will love him and | will manifest nyself to him?"
John 14:21. | feel that it would be base of me not to acknow edge t hat
t hrough the ammzi ng condescensi on of ny Redeener, He has nmade ne to
enjoy rich mani festations of His love. | speak of it to His praise. He
has taught ne to "be careful for nothing; but in every-thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving |let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, that passeth all under-standing, shall keep
your hearts and m nds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7. Qut of
t he abundance of ny heart, ny nouth has spoken (see Luke 6:45), and
have given those who attend on my ministry to understand that it is ny
belief that God has and will continue to "create in ne a clean heart 0
God; and renew a right spirit within me" (Psalm51:10), that He has
made nme to know sonething of the bl essedness of "the pure in heart."
Mat t hew 5: 8. Sone have thought that | was "bringing strange things to
their ears," and such a report went abroad. At a |ate neeting of the
Presbytery, the brethren, with perfect propriety, and with the utnpst
ki ndness, desired of ne that | would tell them "what this new doctrine
is." | gave thema brief statement of ny feelings and views, and
answered as well as | was able, several inquiries. The Presbytery,
then, with perfect propriety, mmy apprehension appointed a conmittee
to confer with me further on the subject. O all this I fully approve.
Soon after, | received a note fromone menber of the committee, in
which, in a kind and Chris nanner, he proposed the follow ng questions,
and requested an answer: p. 2, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

1. Do you believe that the Bible teaches that nen are perfect in
holiness in this life? (I ask no nore than yes or no.) p. 2, Para. 4,
[ VI EVE] .

2. What cases or characters were without sin in Bible history, except
Christ? (Merely nane them) p. 3, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

3. O all anpong the martyrs, whose nmenoirs have conme down to us, how
many do you find perfect? p. 3, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

4. In nodern tinmes, have not the best of nmen evidently been sinfu
nore or | ess, and have they not thought thenselves to be so? p. 3,
Para. 3, [VIEWS].

5. In the circle of your acquaintance, have those who cl ai med
perfection, generally turned out as well as those who feared al ways?
p. 3, Para. 4, [VIEWS].

6. Are those around you who claimthis nore nmeek and heavenly than



others? p. 3, Para. 5, [VIEWS].

7. Do not perfection people very frequently run into some pal pable
i nconsi stencies? p. 3, Para. 6, [VIEW].

8. Do you avow the belief that you are generally without sin, in
t hought, desire, word, deed, or defect? p. 3, Para. 7, [VIEWS].

9. And have you made up your mind to publicly teach and defend the
position that there are nmen anong us who are without sin? p. 3, Para.
8, [VIEWS].

I have taken this way to lay myself fully open to my brethren and to
the world, because | believe it to be in all respects the easiest and
the best, and do greatly rejoice in the opportunity afforded nme to
testify to others of "the riches of the glory of this nystery;
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory." Colossians 1:27. | w sh, by

the grace of God to be a living "epistle.... known and read of all nen.
" 2 Corinthians 3:2. It is ny prayer that God will enable others, as He
has nme, to say, "Behold God is ny salvation; | will trust, and not be

afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is MY strength and ny song; he also is
becone ny salvation"” and thus with joy shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation," and say, "Praise the LORD." |saiah 12:2-4. And
"di e redeenmed of the LORD shall return, and conme with singing unto
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain
gl adness and joy; and sorrow and mounting flee away |saiah 51:11 The
"joy of the LORD is your strength." Nehemi ah 8:10. Charles Fitch p. 3,
Para. 9, [VIEWS].

Letter to a Church Brother p. 3, Para. 10, [VIEWS].

Dear Brother, In conpliance with your request and ny promse, | wll
now endeavor, in the fear of God, and under sense of nmy accountabl eness
to Hm to give you ny views in full respecting the points enbraced in
the questions which you proposed to ne. | hope you will not consider it
in any sense inproper that | give you ny views at |arge on the whole
subj ect, instead of a nere categorical answer to your interrogations. |
prefer the course | here take because | wish to present you with a view
of the subject somewhat at large, as it lies before nmy own mnd. Be-
sides, | consider the subject too great and the interests pending too

i mportant to be disposed of in this summmary way. | have no desire to
conceal or evade anything concerning which you or the Presbytery may

wi sh to know of my views. My designis, as far as in ne lies, to be
full and explicit. However, | fear that | mght suffer much through the
nm sappr ehensi on of others respecting my own inpressions of truth, if |
were not to do sonething nore [than] you propose in your comrunication
p. 4, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

Al l ow ne, therefore, to open my whole heart to you as a Christian

brot her shoul d, and having done so, | will npbst cheerfully and gladly

| eave the event with H mon whom | have learned to cast all ny cares
(see 1 Peter 5:7), and whose glory is the only object for which | w sh
to live. On H s guidance, who has said, "I will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go: | will guide thee with none eye"
(Psalm 32:8); and, "who of God is made unto us wi sdom and

ri ght eousness, and sanctification, and redenption' (1 Corinthians 1
30), and who has said, "If any of you lack wi sdom |et himask of God,



that giveth to all nmen liberally, and upbraided not; and it shall be
given him' (Janmes 1:5); 1 now cast nyself while | wite. | shall give
you such views of truth, and only such, as | feel nost willing to neet
in the great and dreadful day of account. p. 4, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

I shall also give them as far as possible, in scripture |anguage,
that it my be seen on what | rest ny faith, and whether | do, or do
not, pervert the Word of God. p. 4, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

Permit nme then to commence by saying that | find nyself, in my natura
state, a transgressor of God's nobst holy and righteous law, so guilty
as to deserve to be "punished with everlasting destruction fromthe
presence of the Lord, and fromthe glory of his power." 2 Thessal oni ans
1:9. | also find nyself totally unable to nake the | east atonenent for
one of all nmy ten thousand sins, or to find for one of themthe | east
excuse or palliation [relief or soothing]. In nyself, | stand, and nust
ever stand before the universe, a hopel ess reprobate, irrecoverably
bound over the dammation of hell. However, | learn in the gospel that
the Lord Jesus Christ, by H s atoning sacrifice, has rendered ful
satisfaction to the justice of God for ny sins, and thus opened a way
wher eby the puni shment of ny sins may be escaped, provided | have that
"hol i ness, without which no man shall see the Lord." Hebrews 12: 14.

p. 5, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

The all -absorbing question with nme, then, so far as ny own eterna

interests are concerned, is this: How shall | beconme obedient to that
hi h command of the Mdst H gh God, "Be ye holy; for | amholy!" | Peter
1: 16; see Leviticus 11:44. | have, | can have, | ought to have no

expectation of dwelling where God dwells--of being an object of His

| ove forever, and a sharer of the eternal blessedness which He only can
give, unless | have a character fully assimlated to His--unless I

love, with a full and undivi ded heart, what He | oves, and hate what He
hates, and all that He hates, with a hatred, full, entire, uniform
perpetual, |like His own. There nmust not be in nme an approach to any

t hought or feeling which is not in perfect, full-hearted and joyous
agreenent with everything that God is, and with everything that God
does. This nust be my character, or | will never see God's face in
peace. p. 5, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

Yet how shall | cone to possess such a character? Every feeling of ny
heart, in my natural state, is entire opposition to God--there is in ne
the carnal mind, which is enmty against HHm How shall "s hatred be
made to give place to adoring, enraptured |ove? There are in ne hy
nature all the elenments of hell. Kindled by the touch of God's deserved
wrath, they will burn in an unquenchable fire. How shall | have a
nature fit for heaven? | acknow edge my full obligation to cease hating
God instantaneously, and to | ove Hmat once and forever with a ful
and undi vi ded heart. "For | know that in ne [that is, in ny flesh,]

dwel l eth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to
performthat which is good |I find not. For the good that | would I do
not: but the evil which | would not, that | do. | find then a |aw,
that, when | would do good, evil is present with me. For | delight in

the law of God after the inward man: but | see another law in ny
menbers, warring against the law of ny mind, and bringing nme into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my nenbers. 0 wetched man that
| aml who shall deliver me fromthe body of this death?" Romans 7: 18-
19, 21-24. p. 5, Para. 3, [VIEWS].



This is ny case. Christ has died for ny sins. The governnent of God is
ready to set ne free--but who shall save me from "an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing fromthe living God?" Hebrews 3:12. Wth such a
heart, influenced by the tenptations of the devil, and the allurenents
of a sinful world, | amjust as sure (left to nyself) to sin eternally,
as Satan is, and nust take up ny abode with himforever. p. 6, Para.

1, [VIEWS].

What | need then, what the exigencies [predicanent] of ny fallen
nature cry out after with an exceedingly loud and bitter cry, is a
Savior fromsin. It avails me nothing that Christ has atoned for ny
sins, if | amthen cast on ny own resources. Holy beings fell before
the wiles of that subtle tenpter, who, "as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he nmay devour" (1 Peter 5:8), and nmy evil heart
will surely make ne a willing prey. | ameternally damed unless | can
find a Savior fromsin. p. 6, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

I shall never save nyself fromsin. My spiritual foes stand ready to
devour ne, and my own evil heart will thrust ne into the lion's nouth--
into the wi de openjaws of hell. Help! Help! O help! is the cry that
conmes UP fromny innobst soul. |Is there, in the universe of God, any way
to save a poor, lost sinner fromhis own [ove of sin? Any way to
cl eanse his polluted heart and fill it with holiness-pure, perfect
hol i ness, wi thout which such a one can never be received into heaven?
p. 6, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

Wth this inquiry, ny dear brother, | approach the Bible. Has Cod
reveal ed any such thing as a way of salvation fromsin? If such a

sal vati on can anywhere be found, it nmust be in the Bible, and, if |
cannot find it in the Bible, then every ray of |ight goes out fromthe
hori zon of ny soul, and the eternal night of despair shuts in upon ne.
p. 7, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

| amindeed told that | nmay be saved fromsin at death; but that is
the hope of the Universalist. | nmay be told that the Universalist has
never been born again, and that he who has been born again will surely
be saved from sin when he | eaves the world; but | know of nothing on
which | can safely rest the belief that death is to be regarded as the
means, or the time, of sanctification. | believe that, "where the tree
falleth, there it shall be" (Ecclesiastes 11:3), that "there is no
wor k, nor device, nor know edge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou
goest" (Ecclesiastes 9:10); and that if a man | eaves the world in his
sins, he remains a sinner forever. | believe that this is ny only
probation, that | nust here be saved fromsin, or never see God's face
in peace. | believe, therefore, that nmy everlasting interests are
pendi ng on the questions of whether God has nade provision to save ne
fromsin before | leave this world. (Al enphasis supplied by author
unl ess otherwi se noted.) To prevent all msconception, | will here say
that | amvery far frombelieving that the regenerate man, with the
remains of sin, is mthe same condition with the Universalist who has
never been renewed, but that neither has any reason to believe that
death will nmake any change in his character If there is no salvation
fromsin before death, | expect to be lost. Here then, to nake the
whol e subject as plain as possible in the light in which it is
apprehended by ny own mind, |I will make thee inquires: p. 7, Para. 2,
[ VI EVg] .



1. Has God, in the econony of His grace, made provision to save His
people fromtheir sins? p. 7, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

2. If such provision has been nade, can Christians avail themselves
of it inthis life? p. 8, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

3. In what way may the provisions of God's grace becone available to
save H s people fromtheir sins? p. 8, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

Has God, in the Econony of Hi s Grace, Made Provision to Save Hi s
Peopl e From Their Sins? p. 8, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

| find it said to Joseph, by the angel, in relation to the prom sed
Messi ah, Matthew 1:21: "Thou shalt call his name JESUS:" (i.e. Savior)
"for he shall save his people fromtheir sins."” For this very purpose,
then, He is ny Savior to save me fromny sins, and this is just the
Savior that | need. p. 8, Para. 4, [VIEWS].

VWhen John the Baptist pointed out Christ, he said, "Behold the Lanb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world."” John 1:29. This is what |
need, a Savior to take away ny sins. We read also in the Epistle to the
Ephesi ans that He has "chosen us in himbefore the foundation of the
worl d, that they should be holy and without blane before himin | ove"
(Ephesians 1:4), that He "loved the church, and gave hinself for it;
that he m ght sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water, by the
word, that he might present it to himself, a glorious church, not
havi ng spot, or winkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and wi t hout blem sh." Ephesians 5:25-27. p. 8, Para. 5, [VIEWS].

In the Epistle to Titus, we read that "the great God and our Savi our
Jesus Christ; who gave hinself for us, that he m ght redeemus from all
iniquity, and purify unto hinmself a peculiar people, zeal ous of good
works." Titus 2:13-14. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, we find Christ
presented as the Mediator of the New Covenant, which is this-quoted

fromJeremah 31:33: "I will put ny lawin their inward parts, and
wite it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they be ny
people.” "And their sins and iniquities will | renmenber no nore."

Hebrews 10:17. In the third chapter of the first Epistle of John, we
find it thus witten: "Whosoever conmtteth sin transgresseth also the
law. for sinis the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was
mani fested to take away our sins,"” i.e. to take away our transgressions
of the law, and leave us in a state of obedience. "And in himis no
sin. Whosoever abideth in himsinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not
seen him neither known him" 1 John 3:4-6. p. 8, Para. 6, [VIEWS].

Now, mny dear brother, | believe that Christ cane to "save his people
fromtheir sins" "that we should be holy and wi thout blane before him
in love" "to present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or winkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and wi thout
bl em sh" "that he might redeemus fromall iniquity, and purify unto
hi rsel f a peculiar people, zeal ous of good works" "to put my laws into
their hearts" (Hebrews 10:16); and "to take away our sins. .
VWosoever abideth in himsinneth not. "This, therefore, | believe to be

the sal vation of the gospel-that Christ came, according to the words of
the angel to Daniel, "to finish the transgression, and to nake an end

of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in



everlasting righteousness” (Daniel 9:24), on the ground of which we

m ght have deliverance fromthe punishment which sin deserves. | do
find then, nost clearly and satisfactorily to ny own mnd, that God, in
the econony of His grace, has made provision to "save his people from
their sins.” | hail this salvation, therefore, as a salvation exactly
adapted to ny necessities as a fallen being, and while | utterly
despair of ever saving nyself fromsin, | hail the Lord Jesus Christ as
a Savior, manifested to take away nmy sins, to wite His lawin ny
heart, to redeemne fromall iniquity, to nake me holy and wi t hout

bl ame before HHmin love, to sanctify and cleanse ne with the washing
of water by the Word, that He nmay present me to Hinmself, not having
spot or winkle or any such thing, but holy and wi thout blemsh. p. 8,
Para. 7, [VIEWS].

I have found, therefore, the Savior and the salvation | need, plainly
revealed to ne in God's Wrd; and on that Savior | cast my soul, ny
being, for tine and eternity; in myself, a hopel ess, hel pl ess sinner
but trusting in a Savior "in himdwelleth all the fullness of the
Godhead, " and who has nmade nme "conplete in hinl' (Col ossians 2:9-10), so
that I may expect through H's salvation to "stand perfect and conplete
inall the will of God." Col ossians 4:12. This is my hope of

everlasting life that Christ Jesus, ny Redeener, will save ne fromny
sins: and in conparison with this hope, the whole material universe is
to me of less value than the "small dust of the bal ance." I|saiah 40:15.

Take away this hope fromne, and you blot out the |light of ny soul, and
| eave me in the blackness of darkness forever. p. 9, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

| believe, then, that full provision is made in the gospel to save
God's people fromtheir sins. p. 9, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

I Am Now To I nquire Whether Christians Can Avail Thensel ves of This
Provi sion of the Gace of God So As To Be Saved From Sin in This Life.
p. 10, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

In the first chapter of Luke | find that Zacharias, being filled with
the Holy Ghost, prophesied, saying p. 10, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

"Bl essed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeenmed
his people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house
of his servant David; as he spake by the nouth of his holy prophets,
whi ch have been since the world began: that we should be saved from our
enem es, and fromthe hand of all that hate us; to performthe nercy
prom sed to our fathers, and to renenber his holy covenant; the oath
whi ch he swear unto our father Abraham that he would grant unto us,
that we being delivered out of the hand of our enem es might serve him
wi t hout fear, in holiness and righteousness before him All THE DAYS OF
OUR LIFE." Luke 1:68-75. Now | believe that we who serve God "wi t hout
fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our
life, " is saved fromsin all the days of our life. | believe that God
swore unto "Abrahamthat he would grant unto us, that we being
delivered out of the hand of our enenmi es mght serve himwthout fear
in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life;"
and that He hath raised up a horn of salvation for us to performthis
mercy prom sed to our fathers, and to renenber this holy covenant, this
oat h which He swore. | believe all this on the testinony of a nman
filled with the Holy Chost. Since, therefore, | believe that God' s oath
can be relied on, especially since Christ canme on purpose to fulfill



that oath, and since that oath does pledge the grant of wal ki ng before
God in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life, | am bound
to believe it. | dare not sin against God by believing that God is not
ready to be faithful to H's oath; an oath, too, which Christ canme on
purpose to fulfill. | read that "he that believeth not God hath nmde
hima liar." 1 John 5:10. | nust not nake God a liar by saying He is
not true to His oath. p. 10, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

Agai n, when the disciples of Christ said, "Lord, teach us to pray"
(Luke 11:1), He directed themto pray, "Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven." Matthew 6:10. If God's will is done in heaven by
si nl ess obedi ence, we are taught to pray for the same thing on earth,
and | cannot believe that Christ has taught us to pray for a thing
which He is unwilling to grant. Again, you are taught to pray that "the
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved bl anel ess unto the com ng of our Lord
Jesus Christ;" and you are assured that "faithful is he that calleth
you, who also will do it." 1 Thessal onians 5:23-24. Again, "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us fromall unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9--as faithful, |

suppose, in the one case as in the other. | know of no reason for
waiting for forgiveness or cleansing till death. p. 10, Para. 4,
[ VI EVg] .

In the further proof of the position that Christians may avai
thensel ves of God's grace so as to be saved fromsin in this fife,
will here speak directly in reply to your question, "Who besides
Christ, mentioned in Bible history, were free fromsin?" | have quoted
t he words of one who exclained, in view of his bondage to the |aw of
sin and death, "O wetched man that | am Who shall deliver me?" In
reply to his own interrogation, he answers, "I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord." Romans 7:24-25. He says, noreover, "There is
t heref ore now no condemation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
wal k not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the |aw of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath nade ne free fromthe law of sin
and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending his owmn Son in the |ikeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemmed sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the |aw
m ght be fulfilled in us, who wal k not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit." Romans 8:1-4. Paul, therefore, found a way to be free fromthe
| aw of sin and death and to have the righteousness of the law fulfilled
in him This could be nothing less than loving God with all the heart
and his neighbor as hinself, for he who does less than this is a
transgressor. The law could not do this in consequence of the weakness
of the flesh, but God did it through Christ--fulfilled in himthe
ri ght eousness of the law, and thus made himfree fromthat |aw of sin
under whi ch he had before groaned in condemmation. He was now free from
condemati on, but how can those be free from condemation who are
continually sinning against God? It is inpossible for me to understand.
He hath found that to those in Jesus Christ there was no condemati on,
and John tells us that those who abide in Christ sin not. p. 11, Para.
1, [VIEWS].

Paul al so says in another place that "he that is dead is freed from
sin." Romans 6:7. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe we shal
also live with Hm If we die unto sin after the |likeness of Christ's
death, we shall walk in newness of life after the |likeness of His



resurrection. "Christ being raised fromthe dead dieth no nore; death
hath no more dom nion over hinm (Romans 6:9) -neither if we be dead to
sin, will sin any nore have dom nion over us. Hence, the injunction of
t he apostle--"Li kewi se reckon ye also, [i.e. as well as I], yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ."
Romans 6:11. Reckon yourselves to be dead unto sin by trusting in
Christ to keep you thus alive. p. 11, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

It may perhaps be said that a person may reckon hinself dead to sin
who has once repented, though he now continues to sin every day.
However, if | should find a man every day intoxicated, | should not
regard himas dead to that sin, whatever he m ght say respecting past
repentance--and the sane is true of every other sin in thought, word,
or deed. No man is dead to sin who commits sin-and as Christ who died
once, dies no nore, so he, who is dead to sin, sins no nore. |If he
falls into sin, he is no |longer dead to sin. Such were the sentinents
of Paul, and as | cannot accuse him of the gross inconsistency of
preachi ng what he did not practical nust believe that he was dead to
sin and alive unto God, and that being free fromcondemation in Chri st
Jesus, he did so abide in H mthat he sinned not. p. 12, Para. 1
[ VI EVg] .

Again we hear this apostle saying in another place, "I amcrucified
with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in ne:
and the life which | nowlive in the flesh | live by the faith of the
Son of God, who |oved ne, and gave hinself for ne. | do not frustrate
the grace of God: for if righteousness cone by the law, then Christ is
dead in vain. Galatians 2:20-21. | cannot conceive that a man coul d use
such | anguage as this who was living day by day in sin. If a man is
crucified with Christ, he nmust be dead to sin, and such a one the

apostle has already told us "is freed fromsin." No man can say, | am
fully persuaded, "I live; yet not 1, but Christ liveth in ne," who
knows hinself to be living in sin. Nor can one who lives in sin say,
"The life which | nowlive in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son
of God, who |oved ne, and gave hinmself for ne." Paul says, "I do not
frustrate the grace of God." | do not expect to work out a

ri ght eousness by ny own unai ded efforts to obey the law. | rely on the

fai thful ness of Christ who |oves me to keep nme. p. 12, Para. 2,
[ VI EWE] .

Peter also | earned that 'according as his divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto |ife and godliness, through the

know edge of himthat hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are
gi ven unto us exceedi ng great and precious prom ses: that by these we
m ght be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust." 2 Peter 1:3-4. | cannot doubt that
Pet er had experienced in his own heart what he wote, and | believe,
therefore, that in being made a partaker of the divine nature through
t he exceedi ng great and precious prom ses of God, and havi ng escaped
the corruption that is in the world through |ust "whosoever abideth in
hi m sinneth not." p. 13, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

John al so declared, mhis First Epistle unto those to whom he wote,
"that which ... we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we have | ooked upon, and our hands have handl ed, of the Word of life."
1 John 1:1. He wote that, therefore, which was to hima matter of
experience. He had seen and felt in hinself, "that God is light, and in



himis no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5); and that when we walk in the
light--in fellowship with God, "the bl ood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us fromall sin! " 1 John 1:7. John had al so seen and felt
that "if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us fromall unrighteousness."” John had al so

| earned fromhis own experience that "he was nmanifested to take away
our sins,"--he had heard, and seen with his eyes, and handled this
truth. He had al so | earned that "whosoever abideth in himsinneth not"-
-that "whosoever is born of God doth not comit sin; for his seed

remai neth in him and he cannot sin, because he is born of God." 1 John
3:9. 1 cannot doubt that John was a man who reduced his own principles
to practice, especially as he wote only what he had heard, and seen
and handl ed of the Word of Life, and, therefore, that he did so abide
in Christ that he sinned not. p. 13, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

Thus, dear brother, | have shown you, conclusively, to ny own nmind at
| east, that in the econony of God's grace there are provisions
available to enable us as Christians to wal k before God "in holiness
and ri ghteousness before him all the days of our fife," and "whosoever
abideth in himsinneth not." In doing so, | have given you ny views in
full respecting the admrabl eness of holiness in this life, and the
question whether any have actually attained it. p. 13, Para. 3
[ VI EVg] .

| Amto Consider How the Provisions of the Grace of God Becone
Available to the Christian. Qur Savior's prayer was--"Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth. "John 17:17. p. 14, Para. 1,
[ VI EVWg] .

By what truth is the Christian sanctified? p. 14, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

1. Not by any precepts of the Bible through his own unaided efforts to
obey them So long as any nan attenpts to becone sanctified by this

means, | will surely "see another law in nmy nenbers, warring agai nst
the law of nmy mind, and bringing ne into captivity to the |aw of sin;"
and will constantly find occasion to say, "O wetched man that | am

VWho shall deliver me?" p. 14, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

2. The Christian may be sanctified through the prom ses of God's
truth. "Having therefore these prom ses, dearly bel oved, |et us cl eanse
ourselves fromall filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God." 2 Corinthians 7:1. "According as his
di vi ne power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godl i ness, through the knowl edge of himthat hath called us to glory
and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceedi ng great and precious
prom ses: that by these ye nmight be partakers of the divine nature,
havi ng escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 2
Peter 1:3-4. p. 14, Para. 4, [VIEWS].

Let me be fully understood then that no nman is ever sanctified who
relies on his own efforts to obey the |law. Such a one frustrates the
grace of God. He would indeed be holy, if he loved God with all his
heart, and his nei ghbor as hinself, but this he surely will never do by
any unai ded efforts of his own. It nust be done by the grace of God,
and he nost surely frustrates that grace who does not live the life he
now lives in the flesh by the faith of the Son of God. W are,
therefore, to cleanse ourselves fromall filthiness of the flesh and



spirit by the prom ses of God. These contain the truth through which we
may be sanctified according to our Savior's prayer. p. 14, Para. 5,
[ VI EVg] .

Two inquiries here arise: 1. Wiat has God pronmi sed? 2. How shall we
gain the fulfillnment of the promises? p. 15, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

| remenber that it is said in Galatians 3:16, "Now to Abraham and to
his seed were the pronises made," and that in verse 29 "if ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abrahamls seed, and heirs according to the
promi se. " When | find a promise in the Bible adapted to the
necessities of ny case, as | amone of Abraham s seed, if | am
Christ's, I amone of those to whomthat prom se was nmade, and | am an
heir to all the good which God in that pronmi se has pledged Hinself to
bestow. Wth this assurance | look to the promises and inquire with
eager interest, \Wat has God ny Redeener promised to give nme? Here
may | ook through the whole Bible, for to Abraham and his seed were the
prom ses made, and | am one of them because | believe in Christ. p.
15, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

Deut eronony 30:6: "And the LORD thy God will circuncise thine heart,
and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, that thou nayest live." It is very plain
that he who did thus |love God would not sin. The reason why this and
ot her exceedi ng great and precious prom ses have not been fulfilled to
all God's professing people in every age, will appear when | shall cone
to show how we may gain the fulfillnent of the prom ses. p. 15, Para.
3, [VIEWS].

Ezeki el 36:25-27, 29 "Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, and
ye shall be clean: fromall your filthiness, and fromall your idols,
will | cleanse you. A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit
will | put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. And | will put nmy spirit
wi thin you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep ny
judgments, and do them | will also save you fromall your
uncl eanness."” |If it should be said that those prom ses were nmade to the
Jews, | reply, "to Abraham and his seed were the prom ses nade," and of

these I claimto be. No one anbng them can have a need to be cl eansed
fromall his filthiness, fromall his idols, and to be saved from all
hi s uncl eannesses nmore than | do. | do, therefore, regard nyself as an
heir to the good here prom sed. p. 15, Para. 4, [VIEWS].

Jerem ah 32:38-40: "And they shall be ny people, and | will be their

God: and | will give themone heart, and one way, that they may fear ne
for ever, for the good of ' them and of their children after them and
I will make an everlasting covenant with them that | will not turn
away fromthem to do them good: but | will put nmy fear in their

hearts, that they shall not depart fromne." Should it again be said
that these pronmises were made to the Jews only? | utterly deny that any
nat ural descendant of Abraham has any right, title, or inheritance in

t hese exceedi ng great and precious prom ses which does not equally
belong to me as a disciple of Christ. Should it be said that these

prom ses are connected with the literal return of the Jews to their own
land? | reply that God has said, "No good thing will he w thhold from
them that wal k uprightly” (Psalm84:11); and that "he that spared not
his own Son, but delivered himup for us all, how shall he not with him



also freely give us all things." Romans 8:32. Since no |ost sinner nore
needs the good here prom sed than nyself, | urge ny humble claim
through Christ to all the good here brought to view, and regard it as
my inheritance. p. 16, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

Again, it is said in Jerem ah 31:31-33: "Behold, the days cone, saith
the LORD, that | will nake a new covenant with the house of I|srael, and
with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that | nmade with
their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt; which ny covenant they brake, although | was an
husband to them saith the LORD: but this shall be the covenant that |
will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the LORD, |
will put ny lawin their inward parts, and wite it in their hearts;
and will be their God, and they shall be ny people." This is the sane
pl edge of being brought to love God with all the heart, soul, mnd, and
strength, and of this pledge and benefit of the new covenant | cannot
be deprived. In this new covenant Christ is the Mediator, as we are
told by Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews, so that to fulfill this new
covenant is the very thing which Christ came to do. His own bl ood,
Christ Hinmself called the "blood of the new testanent,"” or covenant
(Mark 14:24), and Paul said of hinmself and his fellow apostles, God
"hath made us able mnisters of the new testanent; not of the letter
but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life."
2 Corinthians 3:6. This new covenant therefore which puts God's law in
the hearts of His people, and by that neans takes away their sins,
shoul d be regarded as the great and glorious theme of them that preach
in the name of Christ. It is the fulfillment of this covenant which
Christ has in view, when He says, "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled." Matthew 5:6. "He
that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on nme shal
never thirst.... As the living Father hath sent me, and | |live by the
Father: so he that eateth ne, even he shall live by nme." John 6:35, 57.
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh; receiveth; and he
that seeketh; findeth; and to himthat knocketh it shall be opened.”
Matthew 7:7-8. "If a son ask bread of any of you that is a father, wll
he give hima stone? O if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give hima
serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer hima scorpion? If ye
t hen, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how
much nore shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to themthat
ask hinP" Luke 11:11-13. That these prom ses refer to the bl essings of
the new covenant, | infer fromthe fact that there is no good which you
so much need as to have God's |law put into your hearts so that you may
truly love Hm"with all thy heart, and with all thy soul." Mtthew
22:37; Deuteronony 10:12. Since He has made this covenant and sent
Christ to be the Mediator of it, and has thus assured us of His utnost

readi ness to give every good thing, | see the way w de open for
Christians to be cleansed "fromall unrighteousness. " It is in the
fulfillment of this new covenant that that will be acconplished for

whi ch our Savior taught us to pray--"Thy kingdom cone. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven" for when God's lawis put into the hearts
of Hi s people, of which you are one, so that you truly love Hm"with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul," then H's kingdomis cone within
you, and then Hs "will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." To the
bl essings of this new covenant we may al so apply other great and

preci ous prom ses of our Savior. "All things whatsoever ye shall ask in
prayer, believing, ye shall receive." Mtthew 21:22. p. 16, Para. 2,



[ VI EVS] .

"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in ny name: ask, and ye shall receive
that your joy may be full." John 16:24. When you as a Christian find
your sins taken away, and the new covenant fulfilled in you, so that
you do love God "with all thy heart, and with all thy soul" (Mtthew
22:37), then your "joy may be full,"” and it never can be full unti
then. Accordingly, John, in witing his Epistle, says, "these things
write we unto you, that your joy may be full." 1 John 1:4. And what
does he then wite to give Christians fullness of joy? Wiy, that "the
bl ood of Jesus His Son cleanseth us fromall sin .... If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
fromall unrighteousness .... that he was manifested to take away our
sins; ... whosoever abideth in himsinneth not." These are the very
things to give the Christian fullness of joy, and nothing short of
these can do it. p. 17, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

One nore passage | will now quote, and then on this point | shall have
done. It is that passage in relation to which Paul says to the

Corint hians, "Having therefore these prom ses, dearly beloved, |let us
cl eanse ourselves fromall fitness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God." 2 Corinthians 7:1. The passage is this:
"For ye are the tenple of the living God; as God hath said, | wll
dwell in themand walk in them and | will be their God, and they shal
be ny people. Wierefore cone out fromanong them and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be ny sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almghty." 2 Corinthians 6:16-18. p. 18,
Para. 1, [VIEWS].

Here, in my view, the apostle neans to teach that in the prom ses, "I
will dwell in themand walk in them and | will be their God and they
shall be my people," there is the pronm se of being cleansed fromall
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and of perfecting holiness in the
fear of God. If, then, we can find a way to secure to us the
fulfillment of these exceeding great and precious prom ses, we shall
as it seens to nme, attain to the highest possible good. | shal
therefore now inquire: p. 18, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

2. How shall we gain the fulfillnment of God's prom ses? p. 18, Para.
3, [VIEWS].

On this point | remark that there is a passage which has served ne as
a key to unlock the rich treasures of God's Wrd, and which, for sone
years, has been opening to ne nore and nore "the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the saints" (Ephesians 1:18), and which has done
very much to bring ne where | am "by the grace of God," today. It is
found in 2 Corinthians 1:20: "For all the prom ses of God in him
[Christ] are yea, and in him Aren, unto the glory of God by us." By
this | understand that, while no promse of God is ever fulfilled to us
except for Christ's sake, we may have the fulfillnent of every prom se
for the fulfillment of which we trust in Christ, and that when we trust
in Christ, and receive for H's sake the fulfillment of God's prom ses,
God is glorified by us. Take then the prom se, "I, even 1, am he that
bl otted out thy transgressions for mne own sake, and will not renenber
thy sins."” Isaiah 43:25. To whomis that promse fulfilled? To him and
to himonly, who trusts mChrist to have it fulfilled to himfor



Christ's sake. Such a one always receives pardon, and none el se. p.
18, Para. 4, [VIEWS].

Take now the prom ses, "Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, and
ye shall be clean: fromall your filthiness, and fromall your idols,
will | cleanse you.... | will also save you fromall your

uncl eannesses" "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved bl anel ess unto the
com ng of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Thessal onians 5:23. To whom are
those pronmises fulfilled? Like the prom ses pledging forgiveness of
sin, they are all yea and anmen in Christ to the glory of God by us.
Hence, when we cone to Christ, and trust in HHmto have these prom ses
fulfilled to us for Hs sake, God will glorify H nmself by sprinkling
cl ean water upon us, by cleansing us fromall our filthiness and from
all our idols, and by sanctifying us wholly, and preserving our whole
spirit, and soul, and body bl anmel ess unto the com ng of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through the pronises of God then we cl eanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear of
God when we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ that these prom ses will
be fulfilled to us for His sake. Herein, it seens to me, there is in
these | ast days a great departure fromthe faith--and that when the
church of Christ will learn to cleanse herself fromall fitness of the
flesh and spirit, and to perfect holiness in the fear of God by
trusting in Christ for the fulfillment of those exceeding great and
preci ous promi ses, which pledge to her salvation fromall her unclean-
nesses, she will put on her beautiful garnments, and arise and shine,
her |ight having cone, and the glory of the Lord having arisen upon
her. See lIsaiah 52:1; 60:1. p. 19, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

And now, dear brother, |I will look directly to your questions. You
have al ready had abundant reply as to the question, whether nen are, or
may be holy in this life. While | believe that there is little holiness
in the world, | believe there is abundant provision nmade in God's grace
by which Christians may "stand perfect and conplete in all the will of
God," and | believe that in the days of Paul, Peter and John, this
grace was fully available through the faith in Christ for the
fulfillment of God's promi ses--and no less so nowto all who will in
the sane way avail thenselves of it. p. 19, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

As it respects the martyrs--1 believe that no man ever becanme a martyr
for Christ who was not actually cleansed fromall sin, because the
giving up of the whole world and life itself for Christ's sake, fully
evi nce [denonstrate] that such a one nust have loved Christ with his
whol e and undi vi ded heart, and nmust therefore, have been free fromsin.
Men may have becone martyrs to other things with no regard to Christ,

as mllions have done to the mad passions of nmen, but no man, in ny
appr ehensi on, ever could beconme a martyr for Christ's sake whose heart
was not purified and filled with love to Christ. | believe, therefore,

that every real gospel martyr was cl eansed fromsin before he |left the
world. p. 20, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

In nodern tinmes, many godly nmen have seermed not fully to apprehend al
the riches of the grace of God, and have nmintai ned that no Christian
ever did on earth "cleanse ourselves fromall filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, and perfecting holiness in the fear of God." However, if a
man can be cleansed fromsin by faith in Christ for the fulfillnment of
God's promi ses a moment before death, why not a day, a year, or twenty



or fifty years? p. 20, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

You ask ny views respecting the general character of those who have
enbraced the doctrine of entire sanctification in this [ife. | answer,
I have no doubt that sone professing a belief in this doctrine have
been licentious-so have sone who profess to believe in the doctrine of
the new birth, but | do not see that in either case their
licentiousness is in any sense chargeabl e upon the doctrine which they
profess to believe. | can no nore conceive that a man shoul d becone
licentious as a direct consequence of trusting in Christ to be kept by
the grace of God fromall sin than that a man should sink to hell in
consequence of trusting in Christ to save himfromhell. In either
case, in ny apprehension, the evil nust result fromwant of faith in
Christ, and not fromthe exercise of it. p. 20, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

And now, as to the greater safety of those that fear always--I answer,
that he who trusts in Christ to be kept fromsin is the man and the
only man that does fear always. He not only fears, but knows that he

never shall in any instance keep hinself, and therefore always flies to
Christ, while he who does not fear always, does not trust in Christ,
and therefore falls into sin. | do therefore nost fully believe that he

who fears always is nost safe provided his fears are sufficiently great
to drive himto the Lord mwhom al one he has ri ghteousness and
strength. This fear hath no tornent--it is a sweet reliance in Christ.
p. 21, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

I do not, therefore, think that any man's absurdities, irregularities,
i nconsi stencies, or crines are in any sense chargeabl e upon the
doctrine which | advocate. The nore precious the coin, the nore
desirable the counterfeit to a wicked man. That the bl essed doctrine of
being kept fromall sin by faith in Christ will be counterfeited by
unholy nmen for |icentious purposes, | have not a doubt, but shall 1,
therefore, cast away the coin--the npst precious that ever fell down to
| ost man from the exhaustl ess m nt of heaven? No, my brother. The Word
of God assures nme that nmy Redeener was called "JESUS: for he shall save
his people fromtheir sins" "that he was manifested to take away our
sins.... \Whosoever abideth in himsinneth not" and to that Savior |
must cleave as with the grasp of death; for | see a moment's safety
nowhere but under the shadow of His wing. "I will say of the LORD, He
is my refuge and ny fortress: my God; in himwll | trust. Surely he
shall deliver thee fromthe snare of the fower, and fromthe noisonme
pestilence. He shall cover thee with Ms feathers, and under his w ngs
shalt thou trust: his truth in the fulfillnment of His own exceeding
great and precious prom ses shall be thy shield and buckler." Psal nms
91:2-4. p. 21, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

And now, brother, | believe there are those who do enbrace this great
salvation fully so that their characters are fornmed by it. Who can say,
"The life which I nowlive in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son

of God, who |oved ne, and gave hinself for nme"? | do believe that they
are not only decidedly, but emnently nore neek and heavenly than any

ot her class of men. | ought here to say, however, that nothing m ny
apprehension is holiness which falls short of the fulfillment of that
prom se, "The Lord thy God will circuntise thine heart, and the heart

of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with
all thy soul."™ The children of God are not, in my apprehension, "whited
sepul chers.” Matthew 23:27. Holiness is that "the righteousness of the



law might be fulfilled in us. Romans 8:4. Wth any view of
sanctification which does not nake it consist in loving God with al

t he heart, and our neighbor as ourselves, | have no fellowship. If a
man expresses to nme his belief that, through the operations of the Holy
Spirit upon his heart received by faith in Christ for the fulfill nent
of God's promi ses, he is enabled to "love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart,. . . and thy neighbor as thyself' inasnmuch as | know that God
has prom sed to circuncise his heart, to love the Lord his God with al
his heart, and with all his soul. |I have no right to doubt that the

prom ses of God are thus fulfilled in him unless | see that in his
life he does depart fromthe right way of the Lord, as it is reveal ed
in Hs Holy Wrd. "To the law and to the testinony: if they speak not
[or act not] according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them" lIsaiah 8:20. p. 21, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

| amfully aware, however, that there are those who claimto be
"perfect in Christ Jesus" (Colossians 1:28), who do fall into gross
nm stakes in this very point, and in this way do in a very grievous
manner cause "not then your good be evil spoken of." Romans 14:16. By
| aying aside the plain witten Wrd of God as the rule, and the only
rule by which they are to govern their faith, try their feelings, form
their opinions, shape all their conduct, and take up the belief that
the Holy Spirit so dwells in themthat they need not resort to the
Bi ble as their only guide, but that they may foll ow whatever inpul se
arises within them they step at once on the broad ground of
fanaticism They be-cone what Christ would have been if at the
suggesti on of Satan, He had thrown Hinself down fromthe pinnacle of
the tenple--tenpters of God. Wiile God has promised ne in H's Wrd
everything requisite to neet all the real necessities of nmy being, even
to the full acconplishnment of ny highest good both on earth and in
heaven, He has nowhere given nme license to transgress either H s
physical or noral laws with the expectation that He will neet a
necessity that | thus presunptuously create. If | were to leap from an
em nence with the expectation that God woul d save ne from death by
counteracting the law of gravitation, or by giving ne wings, or, if I
were voluntarily to abstain fromfood with the expectation that God
woul d preserve ny life without eating, or if | were to venture to sea
in a leaky ship with the confidence that God would save ne froma
watery grave, | would be tenpting God by a willful transgression of
physical law. | have no right to expect any mracul ous assurance before
hand, as He did to Moses, that He will be with ne in a niracul ous
manner. No nore am | to transgress noral precepts by casting nyself
into the way of tenptation unnecessarily, thinking that God will keep
me there from being overcone, or by doing an act which God's Word
plainly forbids through the presunption that the Holy Spirit guides ne
toit, and that it, therefore, is not sin. | know there are those who
have ventured on this ground, and by so doi ng have brought amazing
reproach on Christ and His cause. p. 22, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

| amto "believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they
are of God." 1 John 4:1. But by what rule am| to try every spirit?
Plainly by the reveal ed Wrd, | have no other rule, and | need no
other. If | feel an inmpulse then to do a thing contrary to the plain
Wrd of God, | need not mistake the source from whence such an inpul se
comes. | know the devil is the originator of such an inpulse just as
infallibly as though | were to see his snaky head, his forked tongue,
his glaring eyes, or hear the hissings of his hellish throat. I know



there are those who are accustoned to say, "Whatever the Lord should

tell me, | would do." However, | know the Lord will never tell themto
do a thing contrary to the Bible' and when led to anything of this
sort, they are surely led by Satan. Besides, | do not expect to

i nfluence the conduct of my fellow nen unless | can show t hem good and
sufficient reasons for the course | wish themto pursue. Mich nore may
| expect that where the Holy Ghost would |l ead ne, He will show ne the
best of reasons for following Hm and for these reasons | amto | ook
into that Word which He has inspired. p. 23, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

Fromthis very error of follow ng inmpulses instead of the Word of Cod
have grown up nuch of the inconsistencies, and in sone cases, as | do
not doubt, licentious practices of sone called perfectionists. Instead
of cleaving closely to the Word of God, malting it their only rule of
life, witing it on their hearts, and setting it always "as frontlets
bet ween thi ne eyes" (Deuteronony 6:8), they have inbi bed the idea that
the Holy Spirit so dwells in themas to be an infallible guide wthout
any reference to God's plainly revealed will. Moreover, when a man
steps on that ground, he may well expect, l|ike he who went down from
Jerusalemto Jericho and fell anobng thieves, to find hinmself wounded,
stripped of his rainent, and left, at least, half dead. He throws
hi meel f defensel ess anong nortal foes ', for the Word of God shoul d be
to Mna sword and a shield. p. 24, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

He m ght as well cast away rudder, conpass, chart, quadrant, and
chrononeter in md-ocean, and expect God to guide himto his desired
haven. Or as well, wandering anong pitfalls in black m dnight, cast
away his oil lanp, and think to walk safely by faith. The Holy Spirit
has i ndeed been given to guide us into all truth, but all the truth we
need to know is in the Bible; and all the guidance we need is to a
ri ght understandi ng and practice of what the Bible contains. p. 24,
Para. 2, [VIEWS].

However, when God has plainly revealed to you that He is ready to
"sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: fromall your
filthiness, and fromall your idols, will | cleanse you." "I will also
save you fromall your uncl eannesses” when | inquire of Hmto do it
for me, and when He has sworn that He will grant unto me that "we being
delivered out of the hand of our enemi es mght serve himw thout fear
in holiness and righteousness before himall the days of my life." "And
hath rai sed up an horn of salvation for us." "To performthe nercy ..
and to renenber his holy covenant, the oath which he swore to our
father Abraham " And has assured ne that "all the prom ses of God in
himare yea, and in Him Aren, unto the glory of God by us" do | follow
i mpul ses and not the Bible when | fully trust in Christ that these
prom ses and this oath of God will be fulfilled to ne for Christ's
sake? Can | be in danger of going astray by thus cleaving to my own
horn of sal vati on whom God has raised up for me, and by just trusting
in Hmthat He will performin ne the very thing that He canme to do?

p. 24, Para. 3, [VIEWS].

On this point, my brother, ny heart is oppressed, and |abors for words
to express its gushing enptions. | seemto nyself to be standing in a
positi on whence two ways diverge. In the one, | see a class of persons
wal ki ng who cry out, "Away with the sabbath days, ordinances and the
witten Wird of God--away with all the |aws and rules of conduct, both
human and divine. W need no law, no rule of faith or practice, no



means of grace, no private devotion and conmunion with our Father in
secret, no donestic altars, no earnest, westling prayer, and faithful
preserving effort to convert a lost world to God. W dwell in Christ
and He in us, and therefore we cannot sin; and whatever inpulse we
feel, we know to be the influence of the Holy Ghost who cannot err, and
we may therefore safely foll ow wherever such an influence leads."” In
the ears of such | would cry out at the top of my voice, Danger

danger, danger! Beware, beware! Go not in such a path! Avoid it--pass
not by it--turn fromit and pass away! Here are the class of nen called
perfectionists. Can | walk with them upon such ground? Not a hair's
breadth. So far from forsaking the commandnents and ordi nances of the
Lord, the Bible tells you to "submt yourselves to every ordi nance of
man for the Lord's sake" (1 Peter 2:13), that "the powers that be are
ordai ned of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the
ordi nance of God." Romans 13:1-2. Wth such nmen on such subjects, |
have, | can have, no synpathy. | believe there are sone truly converted
souls who fall into these errors, and are dreadfully led astray. |
believe that others take up these notions, in whose hearts no fear of
God ever for a moment had a place, and follow themout into all manner
of licentious and crimnal excess. Such beconme the nost perfect and
acconpl i shed servants of Satan that he ever raised up to do his work.
cannot conceive that the arch deceiver can ever originate a worse set
of principles than these. | could as soon synpathize with any form of
infidelity that ever cursed the earth. p. 25, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

However, on the other hand, and in the other path, | see a nultitude
of professed believers wal ki ng who, through fear of going astray, dare
not believe God when He tells us that He will cleanse you "from al
your filthiness, and fromall your idols" and when He swears to them
that He "would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand
of our enem es mght serve himw thout fear, in holiness and righteous-
ness before him all the days of our life." Luke 1:74-75. Can
synpathi ze with the unbelief of such? | believe that it is their
privilege, and ny privilege that we who "abideth in himsinneth not"--
that "the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of
ri ght eousness qui etness and assurance forever." "All who thus believe
in Christ shall dwell in a peaceful habitation, and in sure dwellings,
and in quiet resting places."” Isaiah 32:17-18. 1 long to have God's
peopl e know and enjoy their high privilege of thus abiding in Christ,
for I fully believe that it will redound [contribute] in the highest
degree to God's honor and their good. This view of sanctification,
claim has nothing to do with the essential elenent of what is terned
perfectionism Their nanme and their principles | utterly disavow, and
declare to the world that no man has a right to charge them upon ne.

However, when | | ook around upon the professed foll owers of nmy Savior
and see how little they know, apparently, and how little they seemto
enjoy of this great salvation of our God, | feel like lifting the

prayer. "Every weary, wandering spirit, Guide into Thy perfect peace."
p. 25, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

And when | see how many bearing the nanme of Christ seem wandering
anong doubts and fears, and groping in thick darkness at noon-day,
falling before spiritual enem es whom they know not how to vanqui sh,
and weepi ng over repeated conm ssion of sins which they know not how to
overcome, | long to say to such--"Watchnen! |et thy wandering cease,
Hie [go quickly] thee to thy quiet home, Traveler! Lo! The Prince of
Peace--Lo! The Son of God is cone!"™ p. 26, Para. 1, [VIEWS].



Look no longer |ike scattered unbelieving Israel for a Savior yet to
come. Say, with believing Zacharias, "Blessed be the Lord God of

Israel; for he hath visited and redeened his people, and hath raised up
an horn of salvation for us .... To performthe nmercy pronised to our
fathers, and to renenber Ms holy covenant; the oath ... that we being
delivered out of the hand of our enenmies mght serve himwthout fear
in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life."
Lukel : 68-75. p. 26, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

You ask ne, finally, concerning myself. Here, dear brother, | speak
with unfeigned diffidence [timdity]. | love to | ook at my Savior, and
to hold Hmforth in all Hs fullness to ny needy, perishing fell ow
men. However, in nyself, aside fromwhat the grace of God has done, and

shall do for nme, | find nothing but the dark and perfect |ineanents
[characteristic features] of Beel zebub, the prince of devils. | speak
sincerely, my brother. | know that, if God should withdraw Hi s grace

fromme and | eave ne to myself, there is not a sin within reach of ny
powers which |I would not instantly cormit and practice forever. p. 27,
Para. 1, [VIEWS].

And now, having told you what | think of nyself to ny own shane,

permit nme to tell you what | think of the grace of God to His praise.
God has pronmised to "dwell in them and walk in themm and | will be
their God" and this | consider a pledge of every possible good which He
can give ne. "Having therefore these prom ses,"” | expect, by trusting
in Christ, that they will be fulfilled to ne for H s sake, to be
cleansed "fromall filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God." p. 27, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

My God has sworn that He will grant me that 1, being delivered out of
the hand of ny enenmies, may serve Himw thout fear in holiness and

ri ght eousness bhefore Hmall the days of ny |ife, and He has raised up
Jesus Christ to be nmy horn of salvation, to performto nme this nercy
prom sed to our fathers, to renenber this holy covenant, this oath
which He swear. | do therefore expect through the strength and
faithful ness of ny Lord Jesus Christ in performng to ne this holy
covenant and oath of God, to be delivered out the hand of ny enem es
and to serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness before H m
all the days of my life. | expect that He, according to Hi s own
promise, will be faithful to sanctify ne wholly, and to preserve ny
whol e spirit, soul, and body bl aneless, unto the com ng of our Lord
Jesus Christ. In nyself | amnothing but a nmiserable, |ost sinner, but
in my Savior "dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;" and He

has made ne "conplete in him" | therefore expect to abide in Hm and
"whosoever abideth in himsinneth not." p. 27, Para. 3, [VIEWS].
And now, ny brother, as to what | expect to preach, | have only to say

that | expect to uncover to ny fellow nen just so far and just so |ong
as ny God shall enable ne, "a fountain opened to the house of David and

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncl eanness." Zechari ah
13:1. | expect to do all in ny power to nake nmy fellow nen acquai nted
with "his holy covenant; the oath which he sware ... that he would

grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our eneni es,
m ght serve himwi thout fear, in holiness and righteousness before him
all the days of our life;" and that Christ is our "horn of salvation”
to performthis covenant. This oath of a covenant-keeping God, that



Hi s, and every other promise of God "are yea, and in him Aren, unto the
glory of God by us." That He who hath called themis faithful to
sanctify themwholly, and to Preserve their whole spirit, soul, and
body bl anel ess unto the com ng of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ gave

Hi msel f for us, that He m ght sanctify and cl eanse us with the washing
of water by the Word, that He might present us to Hinself, a glorious
church, not having or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that we should be
holy and wi thout blem sh and that they have only like Paul to "believe
God, that it shall be even as it was told them" Acts 27:25. Like

Abr aham "st aggered not at the promi se of God through unbelief, but was
strong in faith giving glory to God, and being fully persuaded that
what he hath prom sed he was able also to perforni (Romans 4:20-21),
and |ike Sarah to judge Himfaithful that hath prom sed (Hebrews
11:11), and by placing this confidence in their Savior, they shall so
receive the fulfillnent of God's exceeding great and precious pronises
as to "be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust, that having these prom ses and this
faith in Christ for their fulfillment "let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit perfecting holiness in the fear

of God. "this, my brother, | regard as the glory, the crowning
excel | ency of the gospel, the brightest star in the whole firmnment of
revealed truth and with my Savior's permission, | expect to point ny

fellow men to this Day Star of hope until the hand that points themis
given to the worns. It is to ny soul a fountain of living waters, a

wel lspring of life, and | expect to say to ny fellow nmen, "Ho, every
one that thirsteth, cone ye to the waters, buy, and eat; yea, cone, buy
wine and mlk w thout noney and without price" (Isaiah 55:1); and cease
not until the lips that are allowed the high privilege of uttering such
an invitation can speak no nore. p. 28, Para. 1, [VIEWS].

And now, ny dear brother, you have my whole heart |aid open w thout
reserve, and to God | commt nyself, and His truth, and the cause of
the Savior dearer to nme than life. "Now unto himthat is able to keep
you fromfalling, and to present you faultless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wi se God our Saviour, be
glory and mmj esty, dom nion and power, both now and ever. Amen." Jude
24-25. p. 28, Para. 2, [VIEWS].

Your servant in the gospel, Charles Fitch. p. 29, Para. 1, [VIEWS].



