


“Judgment Must Begin at the House of God.”
1 Peter 4:17.
See Testimonies, vol. 5, 211.

With His eye upon the church, the Lord has again and again
allowed matters to come to a crisis, that in their extremity His
people should look alone for His help. Their prayers, their faith,
together with their steadfast purpose to betrue, have called for the
interference of God, and then He has fulfilled His promise, “Then
shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he
shall say, Herel am” Isaiah 58:9. His mighty arm has been stretched
out for the deliverance of His people. God reserves His gracious
interposition in their behalf till the time of their extremity; thus He
makes their deliverance more marked, and their victories more
glorious. When all human wisdom fails, the Lord’s interference
will be more clearly recognized, and He will receive the glory that
is His due. Even the enemies of our faith, persecutors, will per-
ceive that God isworking for His peoplein turning their captivity.

Selected Messages, book 2, 372.

| was shown that the time was in the near future that these
whom God had warned and reproved and given great light but they
would not correct their ways and follow the light, He would re-
move from them that heavenly protection which had preserved
them from Satan's cruel power; the Lord would surely leave them
to themselves to follow the judgment and counsels of their own
wisdom; they would be simply left to themselves, and the protec-
tion of God be withdrawn from them, and they would not be shielded
from the workings of Satan; . . .

Itis Satan’s power that is at work at seaand on land, bringing
calamity and distress and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of
his prey.

Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, 2-3.
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PREFACE

for complacency or self-satisfaction. His profound study of in-

spired writings hasled himto theinescapable conclusion that dl
segmentsof the Seventh-day Adventist Church— leaders, pastors, teach-
ersand laity—sharefearful culpability for theimpotency of God'srem-
nant church.

Many leaders, pastorsand teachers have shamefully betrayed their
trust and have becomeringleadersin the apostasy and worldliness, which
issweeping through the ranks of God'speople. With equal culpability,
likeinthedaysof Jeremiah and Christ, most of thelaity have put their
trustin man and thusblindly follow therebellion of leadersand pastors.

Faithful leaders, pastors, teachersand laity must unite now to pro-
claim the present truths which have for so long been kept away from
God'sflock, and to warn against the nefarious errors and practicesin-
troduced by men unworthy of the sacred officesthey hold.

Elder Spear’sloving burden for soulswho arelost while believing
they are saved, often under the beguiling influence of treacherous men
comesthrough strongly inthisbook.

He sharesthe same anguish expressed by thelate General Confer-
ence President, Elder Robert Pierson, who made asimilar cal for re-
vival and repentance at the 1973 annual council inwhich he acknowl-
edged that wewere achurchininsubordination.

Thisbook, written 30 years|ater, reflects the much deeper apos-
tasy and worldlinessin God's chosen Church today. Thequestionre-
mains, will we heed this heart-wrenching call or will we rgject it as
Elder Pierson’scall wasrg ected, resulting in greater darknessand deeper
delusons?May wefinally acknowledge our undone condition, confess
our pitiful spiritual state, repent with heart-felt sincerity, turn from our
wicked ways, and return unto the mighty God. May we not reject the
Holy Spirit’scall yet again.

| pray tothisend.

ELDER Ron Spear’s latest book, Rebellion, leaves no room

ColinStandish
President
Hartland | nstitute



REBELLION




Foreword

threeyears have passed since my brother, Colin, introduced us

on thefirst day of thefifty-third General Conference Session
held in Dallas, Texas. He had met Elder Spear about ayear earlier and
fromtheir first meeting abond of Christian brotherhood had been forged.
Both love the Seventh-day Adventist church asthe object of Christ’s
“supreme regard.” Selected Messages, book 2, 396. Both shared a
mounting concernfor the growing rebdlion againg truth sweeping through
God's church and each, in love for their Lord, possessed an earnest
desire to warn God'’s people of the peril of apostasy to the souls of
believers. Both trusted Scripture and the writings of the Spirit of Proph-
ecy implicitly.

| wasadelegateto the Dallas General Conference Session. Elder
Spear was an attendee as he was in 1980 the Field Secretary for the
Review and Herald, then under the editorship of Elder Kenneth Wood,
aman of virtue. Like my brother, | immediately recognized in Elder
Spear a pastor of fidelity. We have in subsequent years preached to-
gether on four continents, Asia, Australia, Europe and North America.
Ours has been a sweet relationship in the cause of our God and His
truth.

Now in hiseightieth year, thisaged warrior of theLord, still full of
energy and earnestness for the souls of people, has addressed the ur-
gent matter of thewidespread rebellioninthevery heart of God'schurch.
In addressing this matter Elder Spear has chosen acourse which will
bring him few accolades. The history of Scripturetestifiesto the fact
that similar messagesto God's church delivered by the prophetsof old
have provoked ageneral and viciousantagonism against these servants
of God. But avery small remnant hasalwaysbeen alerted and it isfor
such men and women who will find their heavenly home, that these
messages are mandated by God.

Elder Ronald Spear and | first met on April 17, 1980. Twenty-

| greatly desire that the old soldiers of the cross, those grown
gray in the Master’s service, shall continue to bear their testimony
right to the point, in order that those younger in the faith may un-
derstand that the messages which the Lord gave us in the past are
very important at this stage of the earth’s history. Our past experi-

9



10 REBELLION

ence has not lost one jot of its force.

Let all becareful not to discourage the pioneers, or causethem
to fedl that there is little they can do. Their influence may still be
mightily exerted in thework of the Lord. Thetestimony of the aged
ministerswill ever be ahelp and a blessing to the church. God will
watch over His tried and faithful standard-bearers, night and day,
until the time comes for them to lay off their armor. Let them be
assured that they are under the protecting care of Him who never
slumbers or sleeps; that they are watched over by unwearied senti-
nels. Knowing this, and realizing that they are abiding in Christ,
they may rest trustfully in the providences of God. Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 406.

We must recognise, asis seen in the pages of thisbook, that:

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time
than for ours, so that their prophesying isin force for us. Selected
Messages, book 3, 338.

Bearing thisfact in mind, we need to understand that therebellion
inlsrael inthe period of the prophet | saiah was aforetaste of the state
of the Seventh-day Adventist Churchinthetwenty-first century.

L et us examinethe current state of our church asrevealed to the
prophet I saiah 2,700 years ago:

Ah sinful nation, apeopleladen with iniquity, aseed of evildo-
ers, children that are corrupters. they have forsaken the Lord, they
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward.

Why should yebestrickenanymore?Y EWILL REVOLT MORE
AND MORE: thewhole head issick, and the whole heart faint.

From the sole of the foot even unto the head thereis no sound-
nessinit; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have
not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified by ointment.
Isaiah 1:4-6. Emphasis supplied.

Commenting on thispassage, the Servant of the Lord stated:

But the dangers from without, overwhelming though thy
seemed, were not so serious as the dangers from within. It was the
perversity of his [Isaiah’s] people that brought the Lord’s servant
the greatest perplexity and deepest depression. By their apostasy
and rebellion those who should have been standing aslight bearers
among the nations, were inviting the judgments of God. Prophets
and Kings, 305-306.
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Today God cries out to the leaders, pastors, theologians and the
laity of our church:

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto
thelaw of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. Isaiah 1:10.

| believe that Elder Spear is one of His servants whom God has
commissioned to present thismessagetoday. Infidelity to thiscommis-
sion, thiswarrior inthethinning ranks of thearmy of the L ord has shoul-
dered thisresponsibility, for he hasrecognized that

Except the Lord of hosts had |eft unto usavery small remnant,
we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto
Gomorrah. Isaiah 1:9.

The Omega of Apostasy is far advanced in our day. Writing re-
cently concerning Avondale CollegeinAugtraia, inlovefor God and His
peoplein the South Pacific, | felt compelled to state that:

| canthink of no tertiary institution in the South Pacific which
islessfitted to train young people for God’s service than Avondale
College. It has regjected the Seventh-day Adventist faith and does
its utmost to destroy that faith. Will the students find the sanctuary
message there? No! Will they discover the Three Angels' Mes-
sages? No! Will they be motivated to seek Christian character per-
fection? No! Will they learn to keep the Sabbath day holy? No! Will
they learn to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness? No! Will
the students befitted for translation at Avondale College? Of course
not! They will be assiduously encouraged to believe that they will
sin until the Second Coming. Will the students learn appropriate
entertainment standards? Most certainly not! Will the fallen human
nature of Christ be taught? Unquestionably it will not! Will the
Spirit of Prophecy be espoused in the manner which isappropriate?
No! Will end-time prophecy be taught as set forth in Daniel and
Revelation and the Spirit of Prophecy? No! Would an Avondale
College student be provided a proper concept of the Remnant? No!
Would he possess an accurate knowledge that there is no mediato-
rial work available after the close of probation? No! Would such a
student learn the proper and holy work of Christ through self-sup-
porting ministry? Certainly not! Would the Avondale College un-
dergraduate be taught the evil of the ecumenical movement? No!

Thisbeing so, how utterly counter-productiveit isto send our
students to Avondale College in order to train to preach the vital
last-day message which alone will complete thetask! The Remnant
Herald, February 2003, No 79, 1260.



12 REBELLION

Tragicaly, therebellion of Avonda e Collegeisnot anisolated case.
Thus humble devoted followers of Christ, such as the author of this
book, are burdened in their heartswhen they see no evidencethat church
leadershipisarising to cleanse our training institutions of their apostasy.
Elder Spear’sresponseiswell represented by the following inspired
words:

In thetime when Hiswrath shall go forth in judgments, these
humbl e, devoted followers of Christ will be distinguished from the
rest of the world by their soul anguish, which is expressed in
lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others
try to throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the great
wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who have azeal for God's
honor and alove for soulswill not hold their peaceto obtain favor
of any. Their righteous souls are vexed day by day with the un-
holy works and conversation of the unrighteous. They are power-
less to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they are
filled with grief and alarm. They mourn before God to seereligion
despised in the very homes of those who have had great light.
They lament and afflict their souls because pride, avarice, selfish-
ness, and deception of almost every kind are in the church. The
Spirit of God, which prompts to reproof, is trampled underfoot,
whilethe servants of Satan triumph. God is dishonoured, thetruth
made of none effect. Testimonies for the [ Seventh-day Adventist]
Church, val. 5, 210-211.

Welittlewonder that Christ declares of the ministry of Hischurch:

The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light
and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the
people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the position that
we need not look miracles and the marked manifestation of God's
power as in former days. Times have changed. These words
strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord will not do good,
neither will He do evil. He is too merciful to visit His people in
judgment. Thus “Peace and safety” is the cry from men who will
never again lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God's people
their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb
dogs that would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance
of an offended God. Ibid., 211.

| sensethat in Elder Spear’s heart thereisadeep loveand asin-
cereconcernfor hisfellow brethreninthe ministry. Thisconcern stems
from thefact that Sister White has plainly declared that she®. . . saw
that the [unfaithful] ministers did not escape the wrath of God. Their
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suffering wastenfold greater than their people.” Early Writings, 282.
Elder Spear haswritteninno “holier than thou” mode. Rather, he
recogni zes, as he has expressed to me on many occasions, that unless
hedaily pleadswith hisLord for the character of Christ, he, too, will be
lost. All faithful ministersand laypeople, thosewho earnestly preach the
Second Coming of Christ, must bewarned by thewordsof inspiration.

Then | was shown acompany who were howling in agony. On
their garmentswaswritteninlarge characters, “Thou art weighed in
the balance, and found wanting”. | asked who this company were.
The angel said, “These are they who once kept the Sabbath and
have given it up”. | heard them cry with a loud voice, “We have
believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy”. And while they
were speaking, their eyes would fall upon their garments and see
the writing, and then they would wail aloud. | saw that they had
drunk of the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet—
trodden the Sabbath underfoot—and that was why they were
weighed in the balance and found wanting. Ibid., 37.

Thisbook islong overdue. That it iswritten by apastor who loves
the members of God's church with a deep passion, recommendsit. |
know hisanguished and tender love towardsthose leading out in that
rebellion and thosejoiningit. | join Elder Spear in praying that nonewho
isprivileged to read thisbook will be amongst those who after the mil-
lenniumwill recall in hopelessagony of mind, thewords: “. . . themes-
sengers of God despised, the warnings rejected, the waves of mercy
beaten back by the stubborn, unrepentant heart.” The Great Contro-
versy, 666.

Even the page number possesses an auraof urgency.

Russal R Standish
Remnant Herald
April 20,2003
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| N\TRODUCTION

first half of the 1800's, God hasintended for Hispeopletofully
understand and experience the truths encapsulated in the three
angels messagesof Revelation 14:6-12:

EVER SINCE thebeginning with the Millerite movement inthe

And | saw another angel fly inthe midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying witha
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

And therefollowed another angel, saying, Babylonisfalen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made al nations drink of thewine
of the wrath of her fornication.

Andthethird angel followed them, saying with aloud voice, If
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in
hisforehead, or in hishand, The same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
hisindignation; and he shall betormented with fireand brimstonein
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.

The order of these messagesis not accidental. Thefirst angel’s
message must be understood and experienced if oneisto havethe proper
understanding of, and if oneisto avoid beingin, thosegroupscondemned
by the messages of the second and third angels—fallen Babylon and
those who worship the beast and hisimage.

Thefirst angel’s messageisacall to worship the true God—the
Creator. Itisacall toturnfromthisworld to fully follow and to serve
Jesus Christ. Itisacall to understand and follow with Christ into the
Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary and to there participate with
Christinthe cleansing of the sanctuary—the antitypical day of atone-
ment or judgment.

Thefirst angel’s message was and isacall to follow as God re-

15



16 REBELLION

vealsincreased light regarding Christ’ sministry in the heavenly sanctu-
ary. It wasacall to learn through the sanctuary truthsthe lesson God
intended the children of Isragl to learn from the earthly sanctuary—that
God savessinnersnot by merely pardoning them but by also transform-
ing their characters “for obedience unto life” to make His followers
cleansed tabernaclesfor and by theindwelling of the Holy Spirit.

To Israel, whom He[God] desired to make His dwelling place,
Herevealed Hisgloriousideal of character. The pattern was shown
them in the mount when the law was given from Sinai and when God
passed by before Moses and proclaimed, “The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness
andtruth.” Exodus 34:6.

But this idea they were, in themselves, powerless to attain.
Therevelation at Sinai could only impress them with their need and
helplessness. Another lesson the tabernacle, through its service of
sacrifice, was to teach—the lesson of pardon of sin, and power
through the Saviour for obedience unto life.

Through Christ was to be fulfilled the purpose of which the
tabernacle was asymbol—that gloriousbuilding, itswalls of glisten-
ing gold reflecting in rainbow huesthe curtainsinwrought with cheru-
bim, the fragrance of ever-burning incense pervading all, the priests
robed in spotless white, and in the deep mystery of the inner place,
above the mercy seat, between the figures of the bowed, worshiping
angels, theglory of theHoaliest. Inall, God desired His peopleto read
His purpose for the human soul. It was the same purpose long after-
ward set forth by the apostle Paul, speaking by the Holy Spirit:

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.” 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17. Education, 35-36. Emphasis supplied.

Yes, thefirst angel’smessagewasand isacall to understand and
to experience righteousness by faith—justification or pardon for sins
repented of through faith in what Christ did on the cross 2,000 years
ago, and sanctification or transformation of character through faithin
what Christ doesnow for usthrough Hisheavenly ministry.

Chrigt’searthly ministry and Hisheavenly ministry are both equally
essential for man’ssalvation.

The intercession of Christ in man’'s behalf in the sanctuary
aboveisas essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon
the cross. By His death He began that work which after His resur-
rection He ascended to complete in heaven. We must by faith enter
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within theveil, “whither the forerunner isfor us entered.” Hebrews
6:20....

Through defects in the character, Satan works to gain control
of thewhole mind, and he knowsthat if these defects are cherished,
he will succeed. Therefore he is constantly seeking to deceive the
followers of Christ with hisfatal sophistry that it isimpossible for
them to overcome. But Jesus pleads in their behalf His wounded
hands, His bruised body; and He declares to all who would follow
Him, “My graceis sufficient for thee.” 2 Corinthians 12:9. . . . Let
none, then, regard their defectsasincurable. God will givefaith and
graceto overcomethem. The Faith | Live By, 204.

Yes, thefirst angel’smessagewasand isacall to experiencerigh-
teousness by faith through both pardon for sin and victory over sin.

Themajority of thosewho “believed” that Christ wasto returnto
this earth and take His saints to heaven in 1843, and again in 1844,
revealed where their hearts really were when Christ failed to return.
They turned back from looking to Jesusto again focus upon the things
of thisearth. They thusfailed to comprehend thetruth regarding Christ’s
entering into the antitypical day of atonement with the purpose of not
merely pardoning but actually transforming the charactersof Hissaints
on earth—the everlasting gospel. By rebelling against, and turning from
Chrigt, these hdf-hearted Christiansended up with apartial gospel based
upon pardoning grace a onewithout thefull righteousness by faith gos-
pel provided by both Christ’s pardoning grace and His enabling grace.
Thisgroup of partial-gospel Christians, failing to understand thefirst
angel’smessage, could not understand the second nor thethird angel’s
message. They became part of confused Babylon condemned by the
second angel’smessage.

Soitistoday. Those Christians, including Seventh-day Adventists,
who fail to understand and/or fail to experience the two-fold work of
Chrigtintheir life—pardon and full obediencetodl known light through
transformation—end up with apartial gospel. Relying primarily on par-
don and downplaying victory over sin rather that accepting them as
equa ingredientsin righteousness by faith, they will, unless awakened
fromtheir dumber, end up failing to comprehend and failing to escape
the groupswarned against by the second and third angels.

Theunderstanding of, and thegiving of, thethreeangelS messages
by God's Remnant movement has been progressiveand inthe order as
presented in scripture. As stated above, the Millerite movement, calling
theworld to preparefor Christ’s second coming, wasthefirst angel’s
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message of theeverlasting gospd calling man to experiencetheful Iness
of Christ’ssalvationa ministry.

ToWilliam Miller and his colaborersit wasgivento preach the
warning in America. This country became the center of the great
advent movement. It was here that the prophecy of thefirst angel’s
message had its most direct fulfillment. The writings of Miller and
his associates were carried to distant lands. Wherever missionaries
had penetrated in all theworld, were sent the glad tidings of Christ's
speedy return. Far and wide spread the message of the everlasting
gospel: “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of Hisjudg-
ment iscome.” The Great Controversy, 368.

TheMillerite movement initially believed that the sanctuary would
be cleansed in the spring of 1844. When Christ failed to appear at that
time, many believerstook their eyes off of Christ and returned to the
fellowship of the unbelieving churches. The unbelieving churchesin-
creased their open ridicule and resistance to the message of the first
angel.

Inthe summer of 1844, those remaining faithful to the advancing
light wereled of the Lord to begin giving the second angel’ s message.

The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first
preached in the summer of 1844, and it then had amore direct appli-
cation to the churches of the United States, where the warning of
the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally
rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most
rapid. Ibid., 389.

But the rgjection of the everlasting gospel of the first angel, of
righteousness by faith through pardon and full obedience by thegrace of
Christtoadl light, isprogressiveand ongoing. Thus, the consequence of
such rej ection—the application of the message of the second angel—is
also progressive and ongoing.

But the message of the second angel did not reach its com-
plete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then experienced a moral
fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent mes-
sage; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to
reject the special truths for this time they have fallen lower and
lower. Not yet, however, canit besaid that “Babylonisfallen, . ..
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” She has not yet made all nations do this. The spirit of
world conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our
time exists and has been gaining ground in churches of the Prot-
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estant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches
areincluded in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second
angel. But the work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmina-
tion.

The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan
will work “with all power and signsand lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness;” and they that “received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” will be Ieft to re-
ceive “strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2
Thessalonians 2:9-11. Not until this condition shall bereached, and
the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished
throughout Christendom, will thefall of Babylon be complete. The
change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of Revela-
tion 14:8isyet future. Ibid., 389-390.

It was not until after the great disappointment of 1844 that God
revealed to Hisfaithful few—"thelittle flock” —that thefirst angel’s
message expanded into the truths regarding righteousness by faith
through entering withintheveil of Christ’santitypical day of atonement
ministry in heaven.

It wasalso not until after 1844 that thethird angel’s message was
understood and begun to be preached. The closingwordsof itsmessage
point to the end product of those who enter into “the hour of hisjudg-
ment” call of thefirst angel. Thethird angel thusagain directsall tothe
heavenly sanctuary asthe only means of obtaining pardon and obedi-
encethrough transformation.

Asthe ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He
passed into the holiest, and stood before the ark containing the
law of God, He sent another mighty angel with athird messageto
the world. A parchment was placed in the angel’s hand, and as he
descended to the earth in power and majesty, he proclaimed a
fearful warning, with the most terrible threatening ever borne to
man. This message was designed to put the children of God upon
their guard, by showing them the hour of temptation and anguish
that was before them. Said the angel, “They will be brought into
close combat with the beast and his image. Their only hope of
eternal lifeisto remain steadfast. Although their lives are at stake,
they must hold fast the truth.” The third angel closes his message
thus: “Here is the patience of the saints. here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Asherepeated
these words, he pointed to the heavenly sanctuary. The minds of
all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy place,
where Jesus stands before the ark, making His final intercession
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for all those for whom mercy still lingers and for those who have
ignorantly broken the law of God. Early Writings, 254.

Thusthelight of thethreeangelS messageswasoriginaly reveded
to God's peopleinther written sequence. They arestill best understood,
experienced, and proclaimed inthissame order. Thosewho rebel against
light from Christ arefailing to experience Hisday of atonement ministry
of thefirst angel’smessage and persistencein rebellion will inevitably
placetheminthe partial and/or false gospel of fallen Babylon that wor-
shipsthe beast and hisimage.

Though inspiration frequently refersto all threemessagesasone—
thethird angel’s message—and even describes the message of justifi-
cation or righteousness by faith asbeing “thethird angel’smessagein
verity” (Evangelism, 190), weareto understand that itisreferring to all
three messages.

Thetheme of greatest importanceisthethird angel’s message,
embracing the messages of the first and second angels. All should
understand the truths contained in these messages and demon-
strate them in daily life, for thisis essential to salvation. We shall
have to study earnestly, prayerfully, in order to understand these
grand truths; and our power to learn and comprehend will be taxed
to the utmost. Ibid., 196.

Thisbook, entitled Rebellion, isan attempt to help usto compre-
hend the great danger to Seventh-day Adventistsof rejecting any light
that God has given uswhether through scripture or through the testi-
mony of Jesus—the Spirit of Prophecy. Thisisan attempt to help usto
wholeheartedly accept thecall of thefirst angel to enter with Christinto
the cleansing of Hishuman temple on earth as symbolized by the blot-
ting out of sinin the day-of-atonement cleansing of Hisheavenly sanc-
tuary. May God help usto turn from our rebellion to His counselsand
leadership beforewe areirreversibly joined to the groups condemned
by the messages of the second and of thethird angels. May God help us
to comprehend, and to experience, Christ’srighteousness by faith con-
sisting of both pardon and of transformation into fully obedient repre-
sentativesof His.
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daysof Mosesisnow beforethe remnant church—the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. It isour responsibility asmembersin
thisfinal generation to examine ourselvesaswell asthe history of the
Seventh-day Adventist movement which now spansmorethan 150 years.

T HE checkered history of the rebellion of the church since the

Righteousness Rejected In 1844

Why are we still here? God would have cut His work short in
righteousness soon after 1844, if the church would have understood and
accepted all of the special messages of the three angels of Revelation
14:6-12. The prophet of the Lord revea sthe great opportunity God was
extending to the young and humanly feeble embryonic Seventh-day
Adventist Church—the opportunity to enter into the experience of the
first angel’s message—the everlasting gospel of justification, or righ-
teousness, by faith.

Thefirst angel’smessageisacall to mankind to turn from man and
thisworld and to look to Christ the Cresator for pardoning and transform-
ing grace that would bring them into full surrender and obedience to
God—righteousnessby faith. Only such an experience can prepare man
to stand in God'’s presence.

This experience was rejected by the Protestant Church in 1844,
God shut the door, and they went out in darkness.

Those who rejected and opposed the light of the first angel’s
message, lost the light of the second, and could not be benefited by
the power and glory which attended the message, “Behold, the
Bridegroom cometh.” Jesusturned from them with afrown; for they
had dlighted and rejected Him. Those who received the message
werewrapped in acloud of glory. Early Writings, 249.

As the churches refused to receive the first angel’s message,
they rejected the light from heaven and fell from the favor of God.
They trusted to their own strength, and by opposing the first mes-
sage placed themselves where they could not see the light of the
second angel’s message. But the beloved of God, who were op-
pressed, accepted the message, ‘Babylon is fallen,’” and left the
churches.” Ibid., 237.
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Christ’s Coming Delayed

Listento our prophet explain thisfailed marvel ous opportunity with
theseinspired words:

Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held
fast their faith, and followed on unitedly in the opening providence
of God, receiving the message of thethird angel and in the power of
theHoly Spirit proclaiming it to theworld, they would have seenthe
salvation of God, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their
efforts, the work would have been completed, and Christ would
have come ere this to receive His people to their reward. Selected
Messages, book 1, 68.

God continuesto explain through Hismessenger theearly Adventist
rebelion:

But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed the
disappointment, many of the advent believers yielded their faith.
Dissensionsand divisions camein. The majority opposed with voice
and pen the few who, following in the providence of God, received
the Sabbath reform and began to proclaim the third angel’s mes-
sage. Many who should have devoted their time and talents to the
one purpose of sounding warning to the world, were absorbed in
opposing the Sabbath truth, and in turn, the labor of its advocates
was necessarily spent in answering these opponents and defend-
ing thetruth. Thusthe work was hindered, and theworld wasleftin
darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united upon the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus, how widely different
would have been our history!

It was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should be
thus delayed. God did not design that His people, Israel, should
wander forty yearsin the wilderness. He promised to lead them di-
rectly to theland of Canaan, and establish them thereaholy, healthy,
happy people. But those to whom it was first preached, went not in
‘because of unbelief’ (Hebrews 3:19). Their hearts were filled with
murmuring, rebellion, and hatred, and He could not fulfill His cov-
enant with them.

For forty yearsdid unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out
ancient Israel from theland of Canaan. The same sins have delayed
the entrance of modern Isragl into the heavenly Canaan. In neither
case were the promises of God at fault. It isthe unbelief, the world-
liness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s professed people
that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.
Selected Messages, book 1, 68—69.
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The Everlasting Gospel of Righteousness by Faith

And | saw another angel fly inthe midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying witha
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters. Revelation 14:6—7.

Yes, the first angel’s message was the same message that God
extended to Adam and Eve, and to every generation. It isthe power of
theHoly Spiritinthewilling seeker for truth tolivevictoriously over al
sinand temptation.

The churches that refused to receive the first angdl’s message,
rejected light from Heaven. That messagewas sent in mercy to arouse
them to seetheir true condition of worldlinessand backdiding, and to
seek a preparation to meet their Lord. God has ever required His
people to remain separate from the world, that they might not be
alured fromtheir alegianceto Him. He delivered the | sraglitesfrom
bondage in Egypt because He would not have them corrupted by the
idolatry with which they were there surrounded. The children of this
world are the children of darkness. Their attention is not directed to
the Sun of Righteousness, but is centered upon themselves and the
treasures of earth. Blinded by the god of thisworld, they have no just
perception of theglory and majesty of thetrue God. Whilethey enjoy
His gifts, they forget the claims of the Giver. Such have chosen to
walk in darkness, and they are led by the prince of the powers of
darkness. They do not love and enjoy divine things, because they do
not discern their value or loveliness. They have aienated themselves
from the light of God, and their understanding becomes so confused
in regard to that which is right, true, and holy, that the things of the
Spirit of God are foolishnessto them.

“It was to separate the church of Christ from the corrupting
influence of theworld that the first angel’s message was given. But
with the multitude, even of professed Christians, the ties which
bound them to earth were stronger than the attractions heaven-
ward. They chose to listen to the voice of worldly wisdom, and
turned away from the heart-searching message of truth. The Spirit
of Prophecy, val. 4, 230-231.

Righteousness Rejected Again in 1888

As we review now our 150 plus years of history, we must ask
some serious questions. What was the message of 1888?And wasthat



24 REBELLION

message rej ected? Was that the same message the Protestant Churches
rejected in 1843, 18447—Yes, it was the first angel’s message—the
everlasting gospel of obedience, by God'sgrace, to all revealed light—
righteousnessby faith.

In 1888, the L ord made another serious attempt to get usto expe-
riencefully Hisrighteousness by faith. He attempted again to get usto
look away from man, from thisworld and to focus only on Christ and
Hisrighteousness:

The Lord in His great mercy sent amost precious message to
His people through Elders [E.J.] Waggoner and [A. T.] Jones. This
message was to bring more prominently before the world the up-
lifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It pre-
sented justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people
to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of God. Last Day Events, 200.
All emphasis supplied unless otherwise noted.

Christ’'s Coming Again Delayed

God told our prophet Ellen Whitein 1892, four years after 1888,
that thefourth angel of Revelation chapter 18 had been ready in 1888 to
jointhethird angel’s message of Revelation 14:9-11 and swell ittoa
loud cry.

“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that
wemight bejustified by faith” (Galatians 3:24). In thisscripture, the
Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral
law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of
Christ and to flee unto Him for pardon and peace by exercising
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to
accept thistruth, lay at the foundation of alarge share of the oppo-
sition manifested at Minneapolisagainst the Lord’s message through
Brethren [E.J.] Waggoner and [A.T.] Jones. By exciting that opposi-
tion Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great
measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to
impart to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that effi-
ciency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the
world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The
light that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted,
and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree
kept away from theworld. Selected Messages, book 1, 234-235.
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Theseriousnessof rgjecting thisfirst angel’smessageisnow with us
inthetwenty-first century. In 1901, the servant of theLord advised us:

We may haveto remain herein thisworld because of insubor-
dination many more years, as did the children of Israel; but for
Christ’s sake, His people should not add sin to sin by charging God
with the consegquence of their own wrong course of action. Evange-
lism, 696.

Most Serious Consequences From Delay

So we must understand that it is unbelief, worldliness,
unconsecration, rebellion, and strifeamong God' sremnant peoplethat is
responsiblefor thelong delay of our Lord’sreturn. Asaresult, many
haveyielded up their faith. Fal se theories, dissensionshave brought se-
riousdivision among us. It was not thewill of God that the children of
Israel should spend forty yearswandering in adesert. It was because of
their stubborn rebellion, that God’swrath ordered that that generation
should not enter into the Promised Land. Possibly amillion or more
graveswerethememorial of their rebellion. Joshuaand Caleb werethe
only originals of the Exodus movement to seethe Promised Land.

Sinceit wasthefirst angel’smessage given by Waggoner and Jones,
and our prophet Ellen Whitein 1888, thenisit not possiblethat those
whoreected itin 1888, and never repented of that rejection, went outin
darkness? Could it not then be possiblethat those | eaders, pastors, and
laity among us who continue to reject it, because of worldliness and
backdiding, are now in, or are going into, darkness? We will ask the
reader to pray for God'sanswer to thistragic situation.

Our rebellion, or refusal to enter into the experience of the first
angel’smessage of righteousness by faithin 1888 |ed to the Alpha of
apostasy by J. H. Kellogg. Our rebellion a so delayed Christ’s second
coming. Another question then must be addressed. Are we not then
accountablefor World Wars| and 11, and for all other warsand human
tragedy of the entiretwentieth century? How about the millionsof people
who have goneto their graveswithout the hope of aresurrection?

Ongoing Rejection and Rebellion

Our 4till continued refusal to obey God'singtructionsregarding dress,
music, sports, entertainment, the operation of our schools, our health
institutions, and so on, clearly documents our ongoing rebel lion against
Christ’sleadership in our personal and corporatelives.
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Today, we claimto believein and to accept the truth of righteous-
ness by faith. But righteousness by faith in Christ ismanifested by full
obedienceto Him, to right-doing as He hasingtructed usinthe Bibleand
the Spirit of Prophecy. Our rebellion against Hisexplicit counselsasto
our personal livesand methods of doing Hiswork ismute evidence that
rather than righteous by faith, we are unrighteousby lack of faith.

We cannot preach clearly thethreeangel S messages of full obedi-
enceto the Creator God when our life stylesand our methods of 1abor
areinrebellion to His counsels. Yes, some may be saved through our
preaching just aswill many who are presently following the preachers
of fallen Protestantism and Catholicism. Thisisbecause, that at some
point the Lord will help them to get beyond our exampl e of disobedi-
ence. Tragically, many of our “converts’ will never get beyond our ex-
ampleof picking and choosing in our obediencetothe Lord. Tragically
they will not be ableto progressfrom our too frequently preached mes-
sage of salvationin sin—partia obedience—to thetrue gospd of salva
tion from sin—full obedience by His grace. And, aslong as we our-
selvesremainin our rebellion of partial obedience, God cannot pour out
His Spirit upon usin latter rain power. He cannot approve of our rebel-
lion by using usto give the Loud Cry. Neither can He save usin His
eterna kingdomaslong asweremaininour state of partial obedienceto
Hiswill—rebdlion.

Fortress Opened to the Enemy

Partial obedience—rebellion—opensthefortressto theworking of
Satan and resultsin spiritual blindness.

A partial surrender to truth gives Satan free opportunity to
work. Until the soul-templeisfully surrendered to God, it isthe
stronghold of the enemy. This influence is leading souls away
from the grand old waymarks into false paths. When the mind
becomes confused, when right is considered unessential, and
error is called truth, it is aimost impossible to make these de-
ceived souls see that it is the adversary who has confused their
senses and polluted the soul-temple. A tissue of lies is placed
where truth, and truth alone, should be. The word of God is a
dead letter to them, and the Saviour’s love is unknown. Review
and Herald, November 28, 1899.

Satan has gained marked advantage in because the
people of God have not guarded the outposts. The very men whose



REBELLION 27

labors God has signified that He would accept if they were fully
consecrated have been the ones to be deceived, to fail in their du-
ties, and to prove aterrible burden and discouragement, instead of
the help and blessing that they should have been. These men who
have been trusted to keep the fort have well-nigh betrayed it into
the hands of the enemy. They have opened the gatesto awily foe,
who has sought to destroy them.

Men of experience have seen stealthy hands slipping the
bolts that Satan might enter; yet they have held their peace with
apparent indifference asto theresults. . . . These persons do not
realize that God holds them responsible for every advantage
gained by the foe who is admitted to the fort. The desolation and
ruin following lie at the door of the unfaithful sentinels, who, by
their neglect, become agents in the hands of the adversary to
win souls to destruction. Men in responsible positions should
seek wisdom and guidance of God, and not trust to their own
judgment and knowledge. Testimonies, val. 4, 211.

Gospel Commission Unfulfilled

Worldlinessand backdidingiswhy the churchisso enfeebled and
powerlessto finish the gospd’s commission. Because we have not fully
entered into the experience of the First Angel’s message of right doing
by God's grace, many of our ministers and leaders are not willing to
preach clearly the second and third angel’ s messages. The question we
must ask, if thosein the churchesin 1843, 1844 went out in darkness
because of their worldliness and rejection of thefirst angel’smessage,
Can the same not happen to us?

Righteousness is Full Obedience by Faith

If you would stand through the time of trouble, you must
know Christ, and appropriate the gift of Hisrighteousness, which
He imputes to the repentant sinner. The Review and Herald,
November 22, 1892.

Christ’simputed and imparted righteousnessbringsusinto full obe-
diencetoHiswill:

Now, | want to say to you before closing, that we have a
wonderful friend in Jesus, who came to save His people from the
transgression of the law. What is sin? The only definition of sinis
that it isthetransgression of the law. Then hereis Jesus Christ, who
comes right in and imparts His righteousness to us; we cannot
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overcome in our own strength, but by faith in Him. If you will
believe on Jesus Christ, you will have Him today. You must be-
lievethat Heisyour Saviour now, and that He imputesto you His
righteousness because He has died, and because He has been
obedient unto every requirement of that transgressed law of God.
If you do this, you will have a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Adam and Eve lost Eden because they transgressed that law, but
you will lose heaven if you transgress it. Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 128.

Some may argueregarding the statement abovewith: Yes, it states
that obedienceisrequired, but it is speaking of God’sten command-
ments. | acknowledge that that is true. However, we must not be so
naivein our understanding to not recognizethat all other inspired mes-
sagesfromthe Lord are merely clarifying the boundaries or extent of
the ten commandments. Known disobedienceto theleast of God's ex-
pressed will isabreaking of, asaminimum, the first commandment of
having other gods before Him. This applies as much to the inspired
writings of the testimony of Jesus through Ellen G. White as to any
preceding messenger of the Lord. Our righteousnessisdetermined by
our relationship to theministry of Ellen Whitejust asmuch aswasthe
righteousnessof al preceding generations of God's people determined
by their relationship to their most recent prophet. Our level of righteous-
ness by faith versusunrighteousness by rebellion isdetermined by how
we arerelating to the degree of light givento usby God.

Our Title and Our Fitness For Heaven

We do not understand, asis our privilege, the faith and con-
fidence that we may have in God, and the great blessings which
faith will give us. Animportant work isbefore us. We areto obtain
amoral fitnessfor heaven. . . . Precious promises are upon record
on condition of our obedience to God's requirements. Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 574-575.

Only aChristlike character fitsusfor our present |abor and alsofor
heaven:

Brother P has qualitieswhich would be excellent if they were
refined by the elevating influences of purereligion. He can be use-
ful. Sincere piety alone can qualify himto perform hisdutieswell in
thisworld and give him afitness for heaven. A heavenly character
must be acquired upon earth, my brother, or you will never possess
it; therefore you should engage at once in the work which you have
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to do. You should labor earnestly to obtain a fitness for heaven.
Livefor heaven. Liveby faith. Ibid., vol. 2, 430.

We must have both atitleto, and afitnessfor heaven:

Righteousness within is testified to by righteousness with-
out. He who is righteous within is not hard-hearted and unsympa-
thetic, but day by day he grows into the image of Christ, going on
from strength to strength. He who is being sanctified by the truth
will be self-controlled, and will follow in the footsteps of Christ until
graceislostin glory. Therighteousnessby whichwearejustifiedis
imputed; the righteousness by which we are sanctified isimparted.
Thefirst isour title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.
Review and Herald, June 4, 1895.

Full or truerighteousnesscomesby faithin Christ:

The proud heart strivesto earn salvation; but both our title to
heaven and our fitness for it are found in the righteousness of
Christ. The Desire of Ages, 300.

We haveno justification or title to heaven when knowingly disobe-
dientto Chrigt:

The advancement of the church is retarded by the wrong
course of itsmembers. Uniting with the church, although an impor-
tant and necessary act, does not make one a Christian nor ensure
salvation. We cannot secure atitle to heaven by having our names
enrolled upon the church book while our hearts are alienated from
Christ. We should be His faithful representatives on earth, working
in unison with Him. Testimonies, vol. 4, 16.

Neither do we have any sanctification or fitnessfor heaven when
weare knowingly disobedient to Christ:

Those only are truly sanctified who live by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. How terribleisitto beafalse
light, and, while claiming salvation through the merit of the blood
of Christ, to be sowing the seed of rebellion against the law of God
in the hearts of men! The Signs of the Times, April 30, 1896.

A Most Serious Consequence

Sincethe 1888 message was arepeat of thefirst angel’s message
of 1844, then those who rejected the experience of that glorious mes-
sagein 1888 also went into darkness. And then it can betrue today that
those of our pastors, leaders, and laity who will not accept the experi-
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ence of thefirst angel’smessage of righteousness by faith manifested
by full obedienceto all of God'sdirectivesarenow in, or are going into,
darkness. Thisisamost seriousthought; aquestion that only each indi-
vidual, asthey reexaminetheir experience, can now answe.

Worse Than They

How could thishappen to God's peopleinthisfina generation?We
had the history of the ancient church’srebellion—apostasy. We have
had fifty-three volumes of inspired writings of our prophet Ellen White
to keep the church from repeating the ancient church’srebellion, and
yet, God tellsthe prophet we have done worse than the ancient church
because we had greater light than they.

Then | was pointed back to the years 1843 and 1844. There
was a spirit of consecration then that there is not now. What has
come over the professed peculiar people of God? | saw the confor-
mity to the world, the unwillingness to suffer for the truth’s sake.
| saw agreat lack of submission to the will of God. | was pointed
back to the children of Israel after they left Egypt. God in mercy
called them out from the Egyptians, that they might worship Him
without hindrance or restraint. He wrought for them in the way by
miracles, He proved and tried them by bringing them into strait
places. After the wonderful dealings of God with them, and their
deliverance so many times, they murmured when tried or proved
by Him. Their language was: “Would to God we had died by the
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt.” They lusted for the leeks
and onions there.

| saw that many who profess to believe the truth for these last
days think it strange that the children of Isradl murmured as they
journeyed; that after the wonderful dealings of God with them, they
should be so ungrateful asto forget what He had done for them. Said
theangel: “Ye have done worse than they.” | saw that God has given
His servants the truth so clear, so plain, that it cannot be resisted.
Wherever they go, they have certain victory. Their enemies cannot
get round the convincing truth. Light has been shed so clear that the
servants of God can stand up anywhere and let truth, clear and con-
nected, bear away thevictory. Thisgreat blessing hasnot been prized,
or evenrealized. If any tria arises, some begin tolook back and think
they have ahard time. Some of the professed servants of God do not
know what purifying trialsare. They sometimes maketrialsfor them-
selves, imagine trials, and are so easily discouraged, so easily hurt,
self-dignity is so quick to fed, that they injure themselves, injure
others, and injure the cause. Satan magnifies their trials and puts
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thoughtsinto their mindsthat if given way to, will destroy their influ-
ence and usefulness. Testimonies, vol. 1, 128-129.

Responsibility For Israel’s Rebellion

What wasthe condition of the ancient church? L et usnow review
theseingpired statementsfrom Scripture;

For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that
areled of them are destroyed. I saiah 9:16.

That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that
will not hear the law of the Lorp: Which say to the seers, See not;
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy deceits: Get you out of the way, turn
aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from
beforeus. Isaiah 30:9-11.

Hear this, | pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and
princes of the house of Isragl, that abhor judgment, and pervert all
equity. They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.
The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach
for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they
lean upon the Lorp, and say, |s not the Lorp among us? none evil
can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as
afield, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the
house as the high places of the forest. Micah 3:9-12.

Misleading Leaders

Inreviewing therebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and the
250 princesof Isradl, the 70 years captivity in Babylon, and thergjection
and crucifixion of Christ, the question then must be asked concerning
the present apostasy, Can it be compared to ancient Isragl’ srebellions
and apostasies?Who carriesthe greatest responsibility for the gpostasies
then and now?Who wasresponsiblefor Christ’scrucifixion?

Thus by choosing aheathen ruler, the Jewish nation had with-
drawn from the theocracy. They had rejected God as their king.
Henceforth they had no deliverer. They had no king but Caesar. To
this the priests and teachers had led the people. For this, with the
fearful results that followed, they were responsible. A nation’s sin
and a nation’s ruin were due to the religious leaders. The Desire of
Ages, 737-738.
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What and who was responsiblefor this deplorable spiritual condi-
tion that demanded the crucifixion of our Saviour?—It wasthe leaders
usurping theauthority of God by their unholy traditionsthat denied God's
holy plan of salvation, and instituted the devil’ sgospel, saved by works,
traditionsand yielding to the authority of theleaders.

The Lord had declared by the prophet Micah: “Hear this, |
pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the
house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. They
build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads
thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire,
and the prophets thereof divine for money; yet will they lean
upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can
come upon us.” Micah 3:9-11.

How exactly did these words describe the corrupt and self-
righteousinhabitants of Jerusalem! While claiming torigidly ob-
serve the law of God, they were transgressing all its principles.
They hated Christ because his purity and holiness revealed their
iniquity; and they accused him of being the cause of all the
troubles which had come upon them in consequence of their
sins. Though they knew him to be sinless, they had declared that
his death was necessary to their safety asanation. “If welet him
thusalone,” said the Jewish leaders, “all menwill believe on him;
and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and
nation.” John 11:48. If Christ were sacrificed, they might once
more become a strong, united people. Thus they reasoned, and
they concurred in the decision of their high priest, that it would
be better for one man to die than for the whole nation to perish.
The Spirit of Prophesy, val. 4, 27-28.

Christ Exposed the Leadership

It wasthe priests—the leaders—yes, the high priest wholed inthe
regjection of Christ’sministry and Hiscrucifixion. Christ endeavored to
exposetheleadership problem.

In the parables which Christ had spoken, it was His purpose
both to warn the rulers and to instruct the people who were willing
to betaught. But there was need to speak yet more plainly. Through
their reverencefor tradition and their blind faith in a corrupt priest-
hood, the people were enslaved. These chains Christ must break.
The character of the priests, rulers, and Pharisees must be more
fully exposed. The Desire of Ages, 611-612.
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In the time of the Saviour, the Jews had so covered over the
preciousjewels of truth with the rubbish of tradition and fable, that
it wasimpossibleto distinguish thetrue from thefal se. The Saviour
came to clear away the rubbish of superstition and long-cherished
errors, and to set the jewels of God’'s word in the frame-work of
truth. Review and Herald, June 4, 1889.

Responsibility For Modern Israel’s Rebellion

The servant of the Lord then describesthe same problem in mod-
ernlsrag:

What would the Saviour doif He should cometo usnow asHe
did tothe Jews? Hewould haveto do asimilar work in clearing away
the rubbish of tradition and ceremony. The Jews were greatly dis-
turbed when He did this work. They had lost sight of the original
truth of God, but Christ brought it again to view. It is our work to
free the precious truths of God from superstition and error. What a
work iscommitted to usin the gospel! 1bid.

God hasgiven to theremnant Seventh-day Adventist Church dis-
tinctive truthswhich areto draw aclear line of distinction between the
remnant people of God and the churches of Babylon. They areasfol-
lows

But such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection with the
2300 days, the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, are
perfectly calculated to explain the past Advent movement and show
what our present position is, establish thefaith of the doubting, and
give certainty to the glorious future. These, | have frequently seen,
were the principal subjects on which the messengers should dwell.
Early Writings, 63.

Our prophet has revealed to us that as we approach the end, and
the close of probation of theworld and the church, therewould be an
attempt to removethelandmarksand pillars of our faith, and tear down
the wall that has separated us from the world and the churches of

Babylon.

After the truth has been proclaimed asawitnessto al nations,
every conceivable power of evil will be set in operation, and minds
will be confused by many voicescrying, ‘Lo, hereisChrist; lo, Heis
there. Thisisthetruth, | have the message from God, He has sent me
withgreat light.” Then therewill bearemoving of thelandmarks, and
an attempt to tear down the pillars of our faith. A more decided effort
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will be made to exalt the false sabbath, and to cast contempt upon
God Himself by supplanting the day He has blessed and sanctified.
This false sabbath is to be enforced by an oppressive law. The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 985.

Rebellion at the End

Tragically, weare now witnessing thefulfillment of Ellen White's
prophecy. The Pentecostal worship and music has bewitched many of
our leadersand laity. In some of our churchesand camp meetings, gos-
pel rock, and even dancing in the aisles have replaced the holy rever-

encein the sanctuary on Sabbath morning.

Probation Is Closing

God calls upon His people to walk with sobriety and holy
consistency. They should be very careful not to misrepresent and
dishonor the holy doctrines of truth by strange performances, by
confusion and tumult. By this, unbelievers are led to think that
Seventh-day Adventists are a set of fanatics. Thus prejudice is
created that prevents souls from receiving the message for this
time. When believers speak the truth asit isin Jesus, they revea a
holy, sensible calm, not a storm of confusion.

It isimpossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord
will accomplish through His proposed vessels in carrying out His
mind and purpose. The things you have described as taking place
in Indiana, the Lord has shown mewould take place just before the
close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There
will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of
rational beingswill become so confused that they cannot be trusted
to make right decisions. And thisis called the moving of the Holy
Spirit. Selected Messages, book 2, 36.

Wearetold that the spiritual condition of the churchin Christ’sday
would be repeated in the end-time. See Selected Messages, book 1,
406.

Who then inthisfinal apostasy carriesthe greatest responsibility?

Thewatchmen are responsiblefor the condition of the people.
While you open the door to pride, envy, doubt, and other sins, there
will bestrife, hatred, and every evil work. Jesus, the meek and lowly
One, asks an entrance as your guest; but you are afraid to bid Him
enter. He has spoken to us in both the Old and the New Testament;
He is speaking to us still by His Spirit and His providences. His
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instructions are designed to make men true to God and true to them-
selves. Testimonies, vol. 5, 235.

L et usremember God has aways distinguished between leaders of
rebellion, and the uninformed members.

In referring to the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, the
servant of the Lord says:

Yet God in His great mercy made a distinction between the
leaders in rebellion and those whom they had led. Patriarchs and
Prophets, 401.

Ancient Spirit Still Alive

AsGod sent the prophets of the Old Testament to attempt to turnthe
church away fromtheir apostasy—their rebel lion—the church persecuted
and killed God’'smessengers. It wasthe sameanger inthehigh priest and
leadersthat brought the Son of Godto Pilot’sjudgment hall. Itisthat same
anger today that isresponsiblefor the disfellowshipping of hundreds of
faithful Seventh-day Adventistsaround theworld. It isthat same anger
inspired by Satan that brought leadersfrom Hartland I nstitute, Remnant
Herad, and Hopelnternational beforethecommitteeonApril 5-6, 2001
at the Generd Conference headquarters. It isthat sameanger that brought
Raphael Perez totrid inMiami Florida The question must beasked, How
far will our present leaderstakethisrebellion before God will pour out His
wrath upon the disobedient?

Lessons From the Past

Asthe Jewswere preaching acounterfeit gospel to the churchand
to theworld, so now many of our pastors, leaders, and lay leadersare
believing and preaching acounterfeit gospel to our people on Sabbath
morning. Inspiration reveal sthe results of the history of thedevil’sgos-

pd.

The message of salvation is communicated to men through
human agencies. But the Jews had sought to make a monopoly of
the truth which is eternal life. They had hoarded the living manna,
and it had turned to corruption. The religion which they tried to
shut up to themselves became an offense. They robbed God of His
glory, and defrauded the world by a counterfeit of the gospel. They
had refused to surrender themselves to God for the salvation of the
world, and they became agents of Satan for its destruction.
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The people whom God had called to bethe pillar and ground of
the truth had become representatives of Satan. They were doing the
work that he desired them to do, taking a course to misrepresent the
character of God, and cause the world to look upon Him as atyrant.
The very priests who ministered in the temple had lost sight of the
significance of the service they performed. They had ceased to look
beyond the symbol to the thing signified. In presenting the sacrifi-
cial offerings they were as actors in a play. The ordinances which
God Himself had appointed were made the means of blinding the
mind and hardening the heart. God could do no morefor man through
these channels. The whole system must be swept away.

The deception of sin had reached its height. All the agencies
for depraving the souls of men had been put in operation. The Son
of God, looking upon the world, beheld suffering and misery. With
pity He saw how men had become victims of satanic cruelty. He
looked with compassion upon those who were being corrupted,
murdered, and lost. They had chosen a ruler who chained them to
his car as captives. The Desire of Ages, 36.

Recurring Rebellion

Another question must now be asked, Did God know that the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church would repeat the history of the ancient
church?—Yes, God knowsthe beginning to the very end of the great
controversy.

The remnant church is called to go through an experience
similar to that of the Jews; and the True Witness, who walks up and
down in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, has a solemn
message to bear to His people. He says, “| have somewhat against
thee, becausethou hast 1ft thy first love. Remember thereforefrom
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else |
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou repent” (Revelation 2:4-5). The love of God
has been waning in the church, and as aresult, the love of self has
sprung up into new activity. With theloss of love for God there has
cometheloss of love for the brethren. The church may meet all the
description that is given of the Ephesian church, and yet fail in vital
godliness. Selected Messages, book 1, 387.

We want to understand the time in which we live. We do not
half understand it. We do not half takeitin. My heart tremblesinme
when | think of what afoe we have to meet, and how poorly we are
prepared to meet him. The trials of the children of Israel, and their
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attitude just before the first coming of Christ, have been presented
before me again and again to illustrate the position of the people of
God in their experience before the second coming of Christ—how
the enemy sought every occasion to take control of the minds of the
Jews, and today heis seeking to blind the minds of God's servants,
that they may not be able to discern the precious truth. Ibid., 406.

The same disobedience and failure which were seen in the
Jewish church have characterized in a greater degree the people
who have had this great light from heaven in the last messages of
warning. Shall we, like them, squander our opportunitiesand privi-
leges until God shall permit oppression and persecution to come
upon us? Will the work which might be performed in peace and
comparative prosperity beleft undone until it must be performed in
days of darkness, under the pressure of trial and persecution?

There is a terrible amount of guilt for which the church is
responsible. Why are not those who have the light putting forth
earnest efforts to give that light to others? They seethat theend is
near. They see multitudes daily transgressing God's law; and they
know that these souls cannot be saved in transgression. Yet they
have more interest in their trades, their farms, their houses, their
merchandise, their dress, their tables, than in the souls of men and
women whom they must meet face to face in the judgment. The
people who claim to obey the truth are asleep. They could not be at
ease as they are if they were awake. The love of the truth is dying
out of their hearts. Their example is not such as to convince the
world that they have truth in advance of every other people upon
the earth. At the very time when they should be strong in God,
having adaily, living experience, they arefeeble, hesitating, relying
upon the preachersfor support, when they should be ministering to
others with mind and soul and voice and pen and time and money.
Testimonies, vol. 5, 456-457.

Shared Responsibility

Another important question must be asked. Who is now respon-
siblefor thisvery last apostasy in the church—the Omega? (See Se-
lected Messages, book 1, 193-205)—We all are. Every member has
theresponsibility for hisown soul, and the soulsof others. But agreater
responsibility must rest with leaders, pastors, and lay leaderswho have
allowed the apostasy to develop in the celebration style worship and
music, the New Theology—saved in sin, in the books of anew order
found in our Adventist Book Centers, and in theworldliness of our col-
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leges. We see rebellion manifested in the operation of our hospitals,
which nolonger represent the heavenly design God gaveto our prophet
Ellen Whitein the medical missionary work. We also rebellionin our
publishing houses printing most anything to make aprofit. Thelist can
go on. See Selected Messages, book 1, 193-205.

Equals Treated Equally

L et usremember the Review and Herald firein Battle Creek. We
ask the question, How can we believe we can escape thewrath of God
for our rebellionin not following God's plansand ordersfor Hisbeloved
remnant church.

If the church pursue acourse similar to that of theworld, they
will share the same fate. Nay, rather, as they have received greater
light, their punishment will be greater than that of the impenitent.
Testimonies, vol. 5, 100.

Thehistory of Israel should beto usamost solemn warning of
the calamities that will overtake us if we are disobedient to God's
commandments. Sgnsof the Times, January 24, 1895.

Thereisastriking similarity between the Church of Rome
and the Jewish Church at the time of Christ’sfirst advent. Ibid.,
June 30, 1889.

These inspired statements should startle every Seventh-day
Adventist, layman, leader, and pastor. Theseinspired statementsclearly
tell usthat we are following in the same disobedience as the Jewish
Church, and the Jewish Church has asimilar apostasy as the Roman
Church. Thenext question wemust address, | sthe Seventh-day Adventist
Church becoming Babylon>—No, athousand timesno. Zion wasnever
Babylon and Babylon wasnever Zion, but we must consider thisques-
tioninrelationto the additional light that God has graciously given us
through the Spirit of Prophecy. Isit poss blewe areworse than Babylon?

Still Hope

The next question must be asked. Isthere still hopefor God'slast-
day remnant church?—Yes, athousand times yes. There will not be
another church.

Though thefollowing statement was penned preceding the burning
of the Battle Creek Sanitarium and the Review and Herald, both in
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1902, the principletill appliesto disobedient ingtitutionsin our day.

The Lordwill work to purify Hischurch. | tell youintruth, the
Lord is about to turn and overturn in the institutions called by His
name. Just how soon this refining process will begin | cannot say,
but it will not be long deferred. He whose fan is in His hand will
cleanse Histemple of itsmoral defilement. Hewill thoroughly purge
Hisfloor. Ibid.

The counsel of the true Witness does not represent those
who are lukewarm as in a hopeless case. There is yet a chance to
remedy their state, and the Laodicean message is full of encour-
agement. . . . Purity of heart, purity of motive, may yet characterize
those who are halfhearted and who are striving to serve God and
mammon. They may yet wash their robes of character and make
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

The gold of faith and love, the white raiment of a spotless
character, and the eyesalve, or the power of clear discernment be-
tween good and evil—all these we must obtain before we can hope
to enter the kingdom of God. But these precious treasures will not
drop upon us without some exertion on our part. We must buy—we
must “be zealous and repent” of our lukewarm state. We must be
awake to see our wrongs, to search for our sins, and to put them
away from us. Our High Calling, 351.

Rebellion In True Sabbath Keeping

Ellen G. White, the prophet of God’sremnant church, hasconsis-
tently reveal ed that true Sabbath keeping according to Isaiah 58:13-14
isto bethe Seal of theLiving God.

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lorp, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lorp; and | will causetheeto
ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heri-
tage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lorp hath spoken it.
Isaiah58:13-14.

Perfect Sabbath Keeping

Perfect Sabbath keeping will bethefinal test before probation closes
for theworld and for every Seventh-day Adventist member.
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The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast
will beformed before probation closes; for it isto be the great test
for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be de-
cided....[Rev. 13:11-17 quoted.] . ..

This is the test that the people of God must have before they
aresealed. All who provetheir loyalty to God by observing Hislaw,
and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the ban-
ner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of theliving
God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the
Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast. Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 976.

When the Protestant churches shall unite with the secular
power to sustain afalsereligion, for opposing which their ancestors
endured the fiercest persecution; when the state shall use its power
to enforce the decrees and sustain the institutions of the church—
then will Protestant America have formed an image to the papacy,
and therewill be anational apostasy which will end only in national
ruin. Sgnsof the Times, March 22, 1910.

In the days of Jeremiah, wefind that the |leaders and people had
lost sight of true Sabbath keeping. Thiswas one of the main reasons
why the church finally went into the 70 years of captivity.

Every man has been placed ontrial, aswereAdam and Evein
Eden. As the tree of knowledge was placed in the midst of the
garden of Eden, so the Sabbath command is placed in the midst of
the decalogue. In regard to the fruit of the tree of knowledge, the
restriction wasmade, “ Yeshall noteat of it, . . . lest yedie” Genesis
3:3. Of the Sabbath, God said, Ye shall not defileit, but keepit holy.
.. .Asthetree of knowledge wasthe test of Adam’s obedience, so
the fourth command is the test that God has given to prove the
loyalty of all His people. The experience of Adam isto beawarn-
ing to us so long as time shall last. It warns us not to receive any
assurance from the mouth of men or of angelsthat will detract one
jot or tittle from the sacred law of Jehovah. Review and Herald,
August 30, 1898.

Reformation Needed

Only those who, beforethe sun setson Friday the preparation day,
are prepared for the Sabbath, with their baths taken, their shoes pol-
ished, their clothesready, their food cooked, and their family spiritually
prepared to receive the Sabbath blessing, with prayer and singing of
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hymns, will receivethe seal of theliving God. All conversation of such,
and al their thoughtswill bein harmony with Isaiah 58:13.

The violation of the fourth commandment is not confined to
the preparation of food. Many carelessly put off blacking their boots,
and shaving, until after the beginning of the Sabbath. This should
not be. If any neglect to do such work on a working day, they
should have respect enough for God’s holy time to let their beards
remain unshaven, their boots rough and brown, until the Sabbathis
past. Thismight help their memory, and make them more careful to
do their own work on the six working days.

At every camp meeting, instruction should be givenon all these
points. How can we expect the special blessing of God, unless we
shun with abhorrence the smallest sin. We should choose to suffer
inconvenience, loss, or privation, rather than disregard the instruc-
tions of the Lord. Our lack of spirituality has been caused by our
own course. We have gradually and insensibly chosen to please
ourselvesinstead of seeking to honor God. Christian perfection con-
sistsin the complete harmony of our will with thewill of our Creator.
Theinhabitants of Heaven find, in obeying thewill of God, their joy
and blessedness.

Let every family of Seventh-day Adventists honor God by a
strict regard for His law. The children should be taught to respect
the Sabbath. On the day of preparation, clothing should be put in
proper repair, shoes polished, baths taken. Then around the fam-
ily atar all should wait to welcome God's holy day, asthey would
watch for the coming of adear friend. The Sgns of the Times, May
25,1882.

Those who do not keep the Sabbath with adeep spiritual experi-
encewill oneday, inthetime of trouble, if not before, join the ranks of
theenemy and belost for eternity. See Testimonies, vol. 5, 136-137.

SeeAppendix “ The Observance of the Sabbath” by Ellen G White

Our Greatest Need

Only thosewho livethelife of Christ are Hisco-workers. If one
sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the
life, the whole being is contaminated. The man becomes an instru-
ment of unrighteousness. The Desire of Ages, 313.

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and
most urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.
There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord,
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not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us,
but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Fa-
ther ismorewilling to give HisHoly Spirit to them that ask Him,
than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But
it is our work, by confession, humiliation, repentance, and ear-
nest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has prom-
ised to grant us His blessing. . . .

Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly
sanctuary, or are we waiting for some compelling power to come
upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to see
the whole church revived? That time will never come.

There are persons in the church who are not converted, and
who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter
upon the work individually. We must pray more, and talk less.
Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught not to be satis-
fied with aform of godliness without the spirit and power. . . .

We have far moreto fear from within than from without. The
hindrancesto strength and success are far greater from the church
itself than from the world. Unbelievers have aright to expect that
those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus, will do more than any other class to promote
and honor, by their consistent lives, by their godly example and
their active influence, the cause which they represent. But how
often have the professed advocates of the truth proved the great-
est obstacle to its advancement! The unbelief indulged, the
doubts expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the pres-
ence of evil angels, and open the way for the accomplishment of
Satan’s devices.

Satan’s Greatest Fear

The great deceiver has prepared hiswiles for every soul that
is not braced for trial and guarded by constant prayer and living
faith. As ministers, as Christians, we must work to take the stum-
bling blocks out of theway. We must remove every obstacle. Let us
confess and forsake every sin, that the way of the Lord may be
prepared, that He may comeinto our assembliesand impart Hisrich
grace. The world, the flesh, and the devil must be overcome.

We cannot prepare the way by gaining the friendship of the
world, which is enmity with God; but by His help we can break its
seductive influence upon ourselves and upon others. . . .

Thereisnothing that Satan fears so much as that the people
of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that
the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church and
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an impenitent congregation. If Satan had his way, there would
never be another awakening, great or small, to the end of time.
But we are not ignorant of his devices. It is possibleto resist his
power. When theway is prepared for the Spirit of God, the bless-
ingwill come. ...

We Arein the Day of Atonement

We arein the great day of atonement, when our sins are, by
confession and repentance, to go beforehand to judgment. God
does not now accept atame, spiritless testimony from His min-
isters. Such a testimony would not be present truth. The mes-
sage for thistime must be meat in due season to feed the church
of God. But Satan has been seeking gradually to rob this mes-
sage of its power, that the people may not be prepared to stand
in the day of the Lord. . . .

Wheat is our condition in this fearful and solemn time? Alas,
what pride is prevailing in the church, what hypocrisy, what de-
ception, what love of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what desire
for the supremacy! All these sins have clouded the mind, so that
eternal things have not been discerned. Shall we not search the
Scriptures, that we may know wherewe arein thisworld’s history?
Shall we not become intelligent in regard to the work that is being
accomplished for us at this time, and the position that we as sin-
ners should occupy while this work of atonement is going for-
ward? If we have any regard for our souls' salvation, we must
make a decided change. We must seek the Lord with true peni-
tence; we must with deep contrition of soul confess our sins, that
they may be blotted out. . . .

The Church to Arise and Repent

Let the church arise, and repent of her backslidings before
God. Let the watchmen awake, and give the trumpet a certain
sound. It is a definite warning that we have to proclaim. God
commands His servants, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice
like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins” (Isaiah 58:1). The attention of the people
must be gained; unless this can be done, all effort is useless;
though an angel from heaven should come down and speak to
them, hiswordswould do no more good than if he were speaking
into the cold ear of death.

The church must arouseto action. The Spirit of God can never
comein until she preparestheway. . . .
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Reformation Accompanies Revival

Sermons have been in great demand in our churches. The mem-
bers have depended upon pulpit declamations instead of on the
Holy Spirit. Uncalled for and unused, the spiritua giftsbestowed on
them have dwindled into feebleness. If the ministerswould go forth
into new fields, the memberswould be obliged to bear responsibili-
ties, and by use their capabilitieswould increase. . . .

God callsfor aspiritual revival and aspiritual reformation. Un-
less thistakes place, those who are lukewarm will continue to grow
more abhorrent to the Lord, until Hewill refuseto acknowledgethem
as Hischildren.

A revival and areformation must take place, under the minis-
tration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation aretwo different
things. Revival signifiesarenewal of spiritual life, aquickening of
the powers of mind and heart, aresurrection from spiritual death.
Reformation signifiesareorganization, achangein ideas and theo-
ries, habitsand practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good
fruit of righteousness unlessit is connected with therevival of the
Spirit. Revival and reformation areto do their appointed work, and
in doing this work they must blend. Selected Messages, book 1,
121128,

The Regular Lines

Though written prior to thereorgani zation of 1901, theregular lines
havestill not donethework desired of God asevidenced by our disobe-
dienceto many directivesin the Testimony of Jesusand of our still being
inthissin-sick world.

God callsfor arevival and areformation. The “regular lines’
have not done the work which God desires to see accomplished. Let
revival and reformation make constant changes. Something has been
doneinthisline, but let not the work stop here. No! Let every yoke
be broken. Let men awaken to the realization that they have an
individual responsibility.

The present showing is sufficient to prove to all who have
the true missionary spirit that the “regular lines” may prove a
failureand asnare. God hel ping His people, thecircle of kingswho
dared to take such great responsibilities shall never again exercise
their unsanctified power inthe so-called “regular lines’. Too much
power has been invested in unrevived, unreformed human agen-
cies. Let not selfishness and covetousness be allowed to outline
the work which must be done to fulfill the grand, noble commis-
sion which Christ has given to every disciple. He, our Lord and
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Master, has given usan example, in Hislife, of self-sacrifice, of the
way in which we must work to advance the kingdom of God.
Soalding and Magan, 175.

Few Great Men

We must now ask the question, How many Seventh-day Adventists
will makeit to thekingdom?—Only afew of themillionswho hold mem-
bership. Many of our leaders, pastors, and laymen are not diligent stu-
dents of the Word and the Spirit of Prophecy. We aretold therewill be
few great men among us at the end.

There are few really consecrated men among us, few who
have fought and conquered in the battle with self. Real conver-
sion is a decided change of feelings and motives; it is a virtual
taking leave of worldly connections, a hastening from their spiri-
tual atmosphere, awithdrawing from the controlling power of their
thoughts, opinions, and influences. The separation causes pain
and bitterness to both parties. It is the variance which Christ de-
clares that He came to bring. But the converted will feel a con-
tinual longing desire that their friends shall forsake al for Christ,
knowing that, unless they do, there will be a final and eterna
separation. The true Christian cannot, while with unbelieving
friends, be light and trifling. The value of the souls for whom
Christ died istoo great. Testimonies, vol. 5, 82-83.

One Cherished Sin

Why did Jesus state that many are called, but only afew are
chosen? Matthew 22:14. The answer must come from inspiration:

Worldly policy and the undeviating principles of righteous-
ness do not blend into each other imperceptibly, like the colors of
the rainbow. Between the two a broad, clear line is drawn by the
eternal God. The likeness of Christ stands out as distinct from that
of Satan as midday in contrast with midnight. And only those who
live the life of Christ are His co-workers. If one sinis cherished in
the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being
is contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of
unrighteousness. . . .

All who choose Christ’s kingdom of love and righteousness
and peace, making its interest paramount to all other, are linked to
theworld above, and every blessing needed for thislifeistheirs. In
the book of God's providence, the volume of life, we are each given
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apage. That page contains every particular of our history; even the
hairs of the head are numbered. God's children are never absent
fromHismind. The Desire of Ages, 313.

The Kingdom of God Begins

The service rendered in sincerity of heart has great recom-
pense. “Thy Father which seeth in secret Himself shall reward thee
openly.” By thelifewelivethrough the grace of Christ the character
isformed. The original loveliness begins to be restored to the soul.
Theattributes of the character of Christ areimparted, and theimage
of the Divine begins to shine forth. The faces of men and women
who walk and work with God expressthe peace of heaven. They are
surrounded with the atmosphere of heaven. For these souls the
kingdom of God has begun. They have Christ’sjoy, thejoy of being
ablessing to humanity. They have the honor of being accepted for
the Master’s use; they are trusted to do His work in His name

“No man can serve two masters.” We cannot serve God with a
divided heart. Biblereligion is not one influence among many oth-
ers; its influence is to be supreme, pervading and controlling every
other. It isnot to be like adash of color brushed here and there upon
the canvas, but it isto pervade the whole life, asif the canvas were
dipped into the color, until every thread of the fabric were dyed a
deep, unfading hue

“If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full
of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of
darkness.” Purity and steadfastness of purpose are the condi-
tions of receiving light from God. He who desires to know the
truth must be willing to accept all that it reveals. He can make no
compromise with error. To be wavering and halfhearted in ale-
giance to truth is to choose the darkness of error and satanic
delusion. Ibid., 312-313.

Perfection Promised

God'sideal for His children is higher than the highest human
thought can reach. “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
whichisinheavenisperfect.” Thiscommandisapromise. The plan
of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power
of Satan. Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin. He
came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made provision
that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to
keep himfrom sinning.
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The tempter’s agency is not to be accounted an excuse for one
wrong act. Satan isjubilant when he hearsthe professed followers of
Christ making excuses for their deformity of character. It is these
excusesthat lead to sin. Thereis no excuse for sinning. A holy tem-
per, aChristlikelife, isaccessibleto every repenting, believing child
of God.

Theideal of Christian character is Christlikeness. Asthe Son
of man was perfect in Hislife, so Hisfollowers are to be perfect in
theirlife. Ibid., 311.

Your only safety isin coming to Christ, and ceasing from sin
thisvery moment. Sgns of the Times, August 29, 1892.

It isthe character, not the placing of our names on the church
books, that makes us Christians. What manifestations will appear
when Christ, abiding in the heart, is shining in the faces of those
who love Him and keep His commandments. Truth iswritten there.
The manistransformed into Christ’simage. A worldling may pass
by and not mark the change, but those who have had communion
with Christ discern the expression of Christ in word, in spirit. The
influence upon the heart is seen in a habitual gentleness, a more
than human love. The sweset peace of heaven will bein the soul, and
will be revealed in the countenances. The Upward Look, 28.

No Neutral Positions

No one can occupy a neutral position; there is no middle
class, who neither love God nor serve the enemy of righteous-
ness. Christ isto live in His human agents and work through their
facultiesand act through their capabilities. Their will must be sub-
mitted to Hiswill; they must act with His Spirit. Thenitisno more
they that live, but Christ that livesin them. He who does not give
himself wholly to God is under the control of another power, lis-
tening to another voice, whose suggestions are of an entirely
different character. Half-and-half service places the human agent
on the side of the enemy as a successful ally of the hosts of
darkness. When men who claim to be soldiers of Christ engage
with the confederacy of Satan, and help along hisside, they prove
themselves enemies of Christ. They betray sacred trusts. They
form alink between Satan and the true soldiers, so that through
these agencies the enemy is constantly working to steal away the
hearts of Christ’s soldiers.

The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the iniqui-
tous life of the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that
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life which otherwise appears virtuous, honorable, and noble, but in
which one sin is fostered, one vice indulged. Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, 94.

Christ’scharacter must be perfectly reproduced in God' sfaithful
people. Thisisthe only way God can be sure that there will never be
another revolution—arenewal of the great controversy.

The Devil’s Gospel

Tobelievethat Chrigtiansarejustified whilecommitting knownsins,
or neglecting known duty isthe devil’sgospel.

But while God can bejust, and yet justify the sinner through
the merits of Christ, no man can cover his soul with the garments
of Christ’'s righteousness while practicing known sins, or ne-
glecting known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the
heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to
retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through
active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul. Se-
lected Messages, book 1, 366.

Cleansed Now

We believe without a doubt that Christ is soon coming.
Thisisnot afableto us; it isareality. We have no doubt, neither
have we had a doubt for years, that the doctrines we hold today
are present truth, and that we are nearing the judgment. We are
preparing to meet Him who, escorted by aretinue of holy angels,
is to appear in the clouds of heaven to give the faithful and the
just the finishing touch of immortality. When He comes Heis not
to cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us the defects in our
characters, or to cure us of the infirmities of our tempers and
dispositions. If wrought for us at all, thiswork will all be accom-
plished before that time. When the Lord comes, those who are
holy will be holy still. Those who have preserved their bodies
and spiritsin holiness, in sanctification and honor, will then re-
ceive the finishing touch of immortality. But those who are un-
just, unsanctified, and filthy will remain so forever. No work will
then be done for them to remove their defects and give them holy
characters. The Refiner does not then sit to pursue His refining
process and remove their sins and their corruption. Thisisall to
be donein these hours of probation. It isnow that thiswork isto
be accomplished for us. Testimonies, vol. 2, 355.
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Sanctification Is A Requirement With Justification

The sanctification set forth in the Sacred Scriptures has to
do with the entire being—spirit, soul, and body. Here is the true
idea of entire consecration. Paul prays that the church at
Thessalonica may enjoy this great blessing. “The very God of
peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

True sanctification is an entire conformity to the will of God.
Rebellious thoughts and feelings are overcome, and the voice of
Jesus awakens a new life, which pervades the entire being. Those
who are truly sanctified will not set up their own opinion as a stan-
dard of right and wrong. They are not bigoted or self-righteous; but
they arejealous of sdlf, ever fearing, lest a promise being left them,
they should come short of complying with the conditions upon which
the promises are based.

Bible sanctification does not consist in strong emotion. Here
iswheremany areledinto error. They makefeelingstheir criterion.
When they feel elated or happy, they claim that they are sanctified.
Happy feelings or the absence of joy is ho evidence that a person
is or is not sanctified. There is no such thing as instantaneous
sanctification. True sanctification is a daily work, continuing as
long as life shall last. Those who are battling with daily tempta-
tions, over-coming their own sinful tendencies, and seeking for
holiness of heart and life make no boastful claims of holiness. They
are hungering and thirsting for righteousness. Sin appearsto them
exceedingly sinful.

Genuine sanctification . . . isnothing less than adaily dy-
ing to self and daily conformity to the will of God. My Life
Today, 248.

Israel and the Straight Testimony

God has always had men and women of courageto stand against
the apostasy in the Church. He sent Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel , and the
prophets of the Old Testament to the Church leaders. They were perse-
cuted and many times killed. Isaiah was sawn in two, Jeremiah was
thrown into an abandoned well were hewas up to hisarm pitsin mud
anddime.

Inthe New testament, John the Baptist gave the straight testimony
to theking and religiousleaders, and he was beheaded. Christ was cru-
cified for preaching the straight Testimony. The disciples, except John
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the Beloved, met amartyr’sdeath at the hands of thereligious|eaders.

John met them [the scribes and Pharisees] with the scathing
inquiry, “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
thewrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance;
and think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our
father: for | say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise
up children unto Abraham.”

The Jews had misinterpreted God's promise of eternal favor to
Israel: “Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for alight by day,
and the ordinances of the moon and of the starsfor alight by night,
which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The Lord of
hosts is His name: If those ordinances depart from before Me, saith
the Lord, then the seed of | srael also shall cease from being anation
before Me forever. Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above can be
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, |
will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith
the Lord.” Jeremiah 31:35-37. The Jews regarded their natural de-
scent from Abraham as giving them aclaim to this promise. But they
overlooked the conditions which God had specified. Before giving
thepromise, Hehad said, “1 will put My law intheir inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My
people. ... For | will forgivetheir iniquity, and | will remember their
sinnomore.” Jeremiah 31:33, 34.

To apeopleinwhose hearts Hislaw iswritten, the favor of God
isassured. They are onewith Him. But the Jews had separated them-
selvesfrom God. Because of their sinsthey were suffering under His
judgments. Thiswas the cause of their bondage to a heathen nation.
Their minds were darkened by transgression, and because in times
past the Lord had shown them so great favor, they excused their
sins. They flattered themselves that they were better than other men,
and entitled to Hisblessings. . . .

John declared to the teachers of Isragl that their pride, selfish-
ness, and cruelty showed them to be ageneration of vipers, adeadly
curse to the people, rather than the children of just and obedient
Abraham. Inview of thelight they had received from God, they were
even worse than the heathen, to whom they felt so much superior.
They had forgotten the rock whence they were hewn, and the hole
of the pit from which they had been digged. God was not dependent
upon themfor thefulfilling of His purpose. AsHehad called Abraham
out from a heathen people, so He could call others to His service.
Their hearts might now appear aslifel ess asthe stones of the desert,
but His Spirit could quicken them to do His will, and receive the
fulfillment of Hispromise. The Desire of Ages, 106.
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The Straight Testimony Revived

Thedtraight testimony must again be givento the Remnant Church,
toitsLaodicean leaders, pastors, and laity.

According to the light that God has given mein vision, wick-
edness and deception are increasing among God's people who pro-
fessto keep Hiscommandments. Spiritual discernment to seesinas
it exists, and then to put it out of the camp, is decreasing among
God's people; and spiritual blindness is fast coming upon them.
The straight testimony must be revived, and it will separate those
from Israel who have ever been at war with the means that God has
ordained to keep corruptions out of the church. Wrongs must be
called wrongs. Grievous sinsmust be called by their right name. All
of God’s people should come nearer to Him and wash their robes of
character in the blood of the Lamb. Thenwill they seesininthetrue
light and will realize how offensiveit isinthe sight of God. Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 324.

The Elijah Message

When the Third Angel’s message is soon joined by the fourth
angel of Revelation 18, the message will swell into aloud cry move-
ment. God will then have men and women who will fearlessly live
the message and they will present the Elijah message to the Church
and to theworld. These are the men and women whom the L ord will
use to lead His people and to educate those who want to know the
truth.

They have administered impartial discipline, laying their hand
upon all false teaching, upon false brethren whose works have de-
nied the faith. Amid the scorn of men, suffering worldly loss, they
have manifested steadfast integrity. While temptations to worldli-
ness and licentiousness cause the love of many to wax cold, they
stand true as the needle to the pole, as faithful workers, as stan-
dard-bearersfor God, in principlefirm asarock. Review and Herald,
January 21, 1890.

Men of God’s Calling

Atthefina hour of the Church’shistory, God will raiseup menand
women of Hisown choosing. At thisimportant time, God will call to
account those of the Church leaders and pastors who have tied the
hands of God' sfearless messengers, whom they have maligned, perse-
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cuted, disfellowshipped, and denied the pul pit for thegiving of their Sraight
testimony to the Church.

The Lord Jesus will one day call to account those who would
so tie your hands that it is aimost impossible for you to move in
harmony with the Lord’sbiddings. “ The silver and thegold ismine,
saith the Lord, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.” Spalding and
Magan, 411.

Even if al our leading men should refuse light and truth,
that door will still remain open. The Lord will raise up men who
will give the people the message for this time. Testimonies to
Ministers, 107.

Hewill call men from the plow and from other occupations
to give the last note of warning to perishing souls. Testimonies,
vol. 9, 170.

Most startling messages will be borne by men of God's ap-
pointment, messages of a character to warn the people, to arouse
them. Ibid., 137.

There Will Soon Be an Awakening

We are made sad as we see in many places so much left un-
done that should be done. But the Lord will usein the accomplish-
ment of His work means that we do not now see. He will raise up
from among the common people, men and women to do Hiswork,
even as of old He called fishermen to be His disciples. There will
soon be an awakening that will surprise many. Those who do not
realize the necessity of what is to be done, will be passed by, and
the heavenly messengers will work with those who are called the
common peoplg, fitting them to carry the truth to many places. Now
isthe time for us to awake and do what we can. Loma Linda Mes-
sages, 83. See Counselson Health, 395.

God's appointed men and women will not wait for leaderstotell
them what to do or whereto go. They will be directed by the Holy
Spirit.

| am freeto say to our brethren who with humility of heart are
following the counsel of the Lord: If you know that God would

have you engage in any work, go forward. Those who have the
light and consciousness that God is |eading need not depend upon
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any human agent to define their work. They are to receive the
counsel of the highest Authority. Safety and peace and calm as-
surance are to be found only by following the counsel of the
greatest Teacher that ever lived in our world. Let us not turn away
from His unerring counsel. Testimoniesto Ministers, 502.

Go Forward

Rather than rebelling against the testimony of Jesusthrough Ellen
White, as manifested by our ignoring or disobeying the Spirit of Proph-
ecy, we must go forward in trusting obedienceto God swill:

The Lord is now dealing with His people who believe
present truth. He designs to bring about momentous results, and
whilein His providence He is working toward this end, He says
to His people: “Go forward.” True, the path is not yet opened,;
but when they move on in the strength of faith and courage, God
will make the way plain before their eyes. There are ever those
who will complain, asdid ancient Israel, and charge the difficul -
ties of their position upon those whom God has raised up for the
special purpose of advancing His cause. They fail to see that
God is testing them by bringing them into strait places, from
which there is no deliverance except by His hand.

There are times when the Christian life seems beset by dan-
gers, and duty seems hard to perform. The imagination pictures
impending ruin before, and bondage or death behind. Yet the voice
of God speaks clearly above all discouragements: “Go forward.”
We should obey this command, let the result be what it may, even
though our eyes cannot penetrate the darkness and though we
feel the cold waves about our feet. Testimonies, vol. 4, 26.

The voice of the Lord bidding His faithful ones “go for-
ward” frequently tries their faith to the uttermost. But if they
should defer obedience till every shadow of uncertainty was
removed from their understanding, and there remained no risk of
failure or defeat, they would never move on at all. Those who
think it impossible for them to yield to the will of God and have
faithin Hispromisesuntil all ismade clear and plain before them,
will never yield at all. Faith is not certainty of knowledge; it “is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” To obey the commandments of God is the only way to
obtain Hisfavor. “Go forward” should be the Christian’s watch-
word. Ibid., 27-28.
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God Will Take the Reins

L et usremember at this great hour that God will take thereins
into His own hands and the leaders will be surprised at the simple
meansthat Hewill useto finish Hiswork in righteousness.

Unlessthose who can help in——— are aroused to asense
of their duty, they will not recognize the work of God when the
loud cry of the third angel shall be heard. When light goes forth
to lighten the earth, instead of coming up to the help of the Lord,
they will want to bind about Hiswork to meet their narrow ideas.
Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work in a
manner very much out of the common order of things, and in a
way that will be contrary to any human planning. There will be
those among uswho will alwayswant to control thework of God,
to dictate even what movements shall be made when the work
goes forward under the direction of the angel who joinsthe third
angel in the message to be given to the world. God will use ways
and means by which it will be seen that He istaking thereinsin
Hisown hands. Theworkerswill be surprised by the simple means
that He will use to bring about and perfect Hiswork of righteous-
ness. Testimonies to Ministers, 300.

Swept Away

At thistimemuch of the Church’smerely human machinery will be
swept away. God cannot useit.

Under the showers of thelatter rain theinventions of man, the
human machinery, will at times be swept away, the boundary of
man’s authority will be as broken reeds, and the Holy Spirit will
speak through the living, human agent, with convincing power. No
one then will watch to seeif the sentences are well rounded off, if
the grammar is faultless. The living water will flow in God’s own
channels. Selected Messages, book 2, 58-59.

The Enduring Testimonies

Many of the pastors, |leaders, and laity who read thisbook will find
it very difficult to accept the many inspired statements found in this
document. Unfortunately, they believethat Ellen Whitewroteonly for a
specid time—"thefoundational period of our Church.” They conclude
that her statementsdo not refer to our time. But we aretold that God's
messages through her areto speak aslong astime shall last:



REBELLION 55

Abundant light has been given to our people in these last
days. Whether or not my lifeis spared, my writingswill constantly
speak, and their work will go forward aslong astime shall last. My
writings are kept on filein the office, and even though | should not
live, these words that have been given to me by the Lord will still
havelife and will speak to the people. Ibid., book 1, 55.

Time and trial have not made void the instruction given, but
through years of suffering and self-sacrifice have established the
truth of the testimony given. The instruction that was given in the
early days of the messageisto be held as safeinstruction to follow
intheseits closing days. Those who are indifferent to thislight and
instruction must not expect to escape the snares which we have
been plainly told will causetherejectersof light to stumble, and fall,
and be snared, and be taken. Selected Messages, book 1, 41.

Thereareno degreesof ingpiration. Itiseither of God or of Satan.
Thereareno neutral positionsin our relation to inspired writings. Yes,
thetestimony of Jesusthrough Ellen G Whitewasfor her time, butitis
even more specifically for theend time—our time.

Use of the Testimonies

Soon every possible effort will be made to discount and per-
vert the truth of the testimonies of God's Spirit. We must have in
readiness the clear, straight messages that since 1846 have been
coming to God'speople. . . .

Those who have treated the light that the Lord has given asa
common thing will not be benefited by the instruction presented.}

There are those who will misinterpret the messages that God
has given, in accordance with their spiritual blindness.

Some will yield their faith, and will deny the truth of the mes-
sages, pointing to them as falsehoods.

Some will hold them up to ridicule, working against the light
that God has been giving for years, and some who are weak in the
faith will thus be led astray.

But others will be greatly helped by the messages. Though
not personally addressed, they will be corrected, and will be led to
shun the evils specified. . . . The Spirit of the Lord will be in the
instruction, and doubts existing in many mindswill be swept away.
The testimonies themselves will be the key that will explain the
messages given, as scripture is explained by scripture. Many will
read with eagerness the messages reproving wrong, that they may
learn what they may do to be saved. . . . Light will dawn upon the



56

REBELLION

understanding, and the Spirit will make an impression on minds, as
Bible truth is clearly and simply presented in the messages that
since 1846 God has been sending His people. These messages are
to find their place in hearts, and transformations will take place.
Selected Messages, book 1, 41-42.

More Than a Prophet

“Early in my youth | was asked several times, Are you a
prophet? | have ever responded, | am the Lord’s messenger. | know
that many have called meaprophet, but | have made no claimto this
title. My Saviour declared meto be Hismessenger. “ Your work,” He
instructed me, “isto bear My word.” . . .

“Benot afraid of man, for My shield shall protect you. Itisnot
you that speaketh: it isthe Lord that giveth the messages of warn-
ing and reproof. Never deviate from the truth under any circum-
stances. Givethelight | shall give you. The messages for these last
days shall be written in books, and shall stand immortalized, to
testify against those who have once rejoiced in the light, but who
have been led to give it up because of the seductive influences of
evil.” Ibid., 32. First emphasisisintheoriginal.

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time
than for ours, so that their prophesying isin force for us. lbid.,
book 3, 338.

Setting Aside God’s Wisdom

Manisnot to permit God’'swork to be carried on contrary to a
plain ‘ Thus saith the Lord.” But it is becoming more and more cus-
tomary for men to separate from God, thinking that it istheir privi-
lege to go forward in their own way and according to their own
ideas. The Publishing Ministry, 170.

There is no greater evidence that those who have received
great light do not appreciate that light, than is given by their refusal
tolet their light shine upon those who arein darkness, and devoting
their time and energies in celebrating forms and ceremonies.
Thoughts of the inner work, the necessary purity of heart, are not
entertained. The absence of harmony with God becomes apparent.
The light grows dim, goes out; the candlestick has been removed.
Thereismuch exercising of man-made authority by those to whom
God has not given hiswisdom because they did not feel the need of
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the wisdom from above. This wisdom, “first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy,” is contrary to their disposition.
They have not the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, with which
the believer in Jesus should be adorned. They do not represent the
meek and lowly Carpenter of Nazareth. They set aside as of little
value that which God has said “is of great price.” Review and Her-
ald, July 16, 1895.

Satan’s Last Deception

Thevery last deception of Satan will beto make of none effect
the testimony of the Spirit of God. “Where there is no vision, the
people perish.” Proverbs 29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in dif-
ferent ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confi-
dence of God'sremnant peoplein thetruetestimony. Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 48.

One thing is certain: Those Seventh-day Adventists who take
their stand under Satan’s banner will first give up their faith in the
warningsand reproofs contained in the Testimonies of God’s Spirit.
Ibid., book 3, 84.

The enemy has made his masterly efforts to unsettle the faith
of our own people in the Testimonies. . . . This is just as Satan
designed it should be, and those who have been preparing the way
for the people to pay no heed to the warnings and reproofs of the
Testimonies of the Spirit of God will see that atide of errors of all
kindswill springintolife. Ibid., 83.

Rebellion Against the Spirit

It is Satan’s plan to weaken the faith of God's people in the
Testimonies. Next follows skepticism in regard to the vital points of
our faith, the pillars of our position, then doubt as to the Holy
Scriptures, and then the downward march to perdition. When the
Testimonies, which were once believed, are doubted and given up,
Satan knows the deceived ones will not stop at this; and he re-
doubles his effortstill he launches them into open rebellion, which
becomesincurable and endsin destruction. Testimonies, vol. 4, 211.

There are those among us who claim to believe the truth, yet
who refuse to be sanctified through the truth. When reproved for a
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wrong course, self immediately risesup, and they stubbornly follow
the devisings of the enemy. Through their long opposition to the
testimonies of the Spirit of God, they are working out a species of
the rebellion that has hindered the advancement of the kingdom of
God in the earth throughout the ages. There are those who are ever
seeking to have their own way, and to follow the leadings of their
own disposition. The result of all this is weakness and confusion,
evil surmisings and evil devisings. Those who continually work on
Satan’s side of the question will carry out the plans of the deceiver
until they find themselves wholly departed from the faith. Educa-
tional Messenger, September 11, 1908.

The same spirit that prompted rebellionin heavenisat work in
our churches. . . . O that those who have for years been at war with
the Testimonies God has graciously given in warnings to save His
people from the snares of Satan, would comeinto harmony with the
requirements of God. Light, precious light, has been given, and is
the genuine higher education. Pacific Union Recorder, May 6, 1909.

How Could It Happen?

In closing this document on rebellion, we must ask the question,
How could such aterrible disaster, the Omegaof Apostasy, developin
God'sbeloved remnant church? Tragically, thefollowing statementsare
still applicabletoday.

October 2, 1868, | was shown the state of God's professed
people. Many of them were in great darkness, yet seemed to be
insensible of their true condition. The sensihilities of alarge num-
ber seemed to be benumbed in regard to spiritual and eternal things,
whiletheir minds seemed all awaketo their worldly interests. Many
were cherishing idols in their hearts and were practicing iniquity
which separated them from God and caused them to be bodies of
darkness. | saw but few who stood in the light, having discernment
and spirituality to discover these stumbling blocks and removethem
out of the way. Men who stand in very responsible positions at the
heart of the work are asleep. Satan has paralyzed them in order that
his plans and devices may not be discerned, while he is active to
ensnare, deceive, and destroy.

Unfaithful Watchmen

Somewho occupy the position of watchmen to warn the people
of danger have given up their watch and recline at ease. They are
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unfaithful sentinels. They remaininactive, whiletheir wily foeenters
the fort and works successfully by their side to tear down what God
has commanded to be built up. They see that Satan is deceiving the
inexperienced and unsuspecting; yet they takeit al quietly, asthough
they had no specia interest, as though these things did not concern
them. They apprehend no special danger; they see no causeto raise
an alarm. To them everything seems to be going well, and they see
no necessity of raising the faithful, trumpet notes of warning which
they hear borne by the plain testimonies, to show the people their
transgressions and the house of Israel their sins. These reproofs
and warnings disturb the quiet of these sleepy, ease-loving senti-
nels, and they are not pleased. They say in heart, if not in words:
“Thisis all uncalled for. It is too severe, too harsh. These men are
unnecessarily disturbed and excited, and seem unwilling to give us
any rest or quietude ‘Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the
congregation are holy, every one of them.” They are not willing that
we should have any comfort, peace, or happiness. It is active labor,
tail, and unceasing vigilance alone which will satisfy these unrea-
sonable, hard-to-be-suited watchmen. Why don't they prophesy
smooth things, and cry: Peace, peace? Then everything would move
on smoothly.”

These are the true feelings of many of our people. And Satan
exults at his success in controlling the minds of so many who pro-
fessto be Christians. He has deceived them, benumbed their sensi-
bilities, and planted his hellish banner right in their midst, and they
are so completely deceived that they know not that it is he. Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 439-440.

For Your Soul’'s Sake

Brethren, | see your peril, and again | ask, Do you who err
make any effort to correct thewrong? Souls may be stumbling aong,
walking in darkness, because you have not made straight paths for
your feet. If you arein positionsof trust, | appeal the more earnestly
toyou, for your own souls’ sake and for the sake of those who look
to you as guides, repent before God for every mistake made, and
confess your error

Changing Leaders

If you indulge stubbornness of heart, and through pride and
self-righteousness do not confess your faults, you will be left sub-
ject to Satan’ stemptations. If when the Lord revealsyour errorsyou
do not repent or make confession, his providence will bring you
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over theground again and again. You will beleft to make mistakes of
asimilar character, youwill continueto lack wisdom, and will call sin
righteousness, and righteousness sin. The multitude of deceptions
that will prevail in these last days will encircle you, and you will
change leaders, and not know that you have done so. Review and
Herald, December 16, 1890.

Thisisatime when Satan’s deceptive power is exercised, not
only upon the minds of those who are young and inexperienced,
but upon the minds of men and women of mature yearsand of broad
experience. Menin positions of responsibility arein danger of chang-
ing leaders. This | know; for it has been plainly revealed to me. |
have been instructed that the enemy seeks to link up with men
bearing large responsibilities in the Lord's work, in order that he
may fill their mindswith evil devisings. Under hisinfluencemenwill
suggest many things that are contrary to the mind of God. Special
Testimonies, SeriesB, 48.

The enemy is preparing for his last campaign against the
church. He has so conceal ed himself from view that many can hardly
believethat he exists, much | ess can they be convinced of hisamaz-
ing activity and power. They have to a great extent forgotten his
past record; and when he makes another advance move, they will
not recognize him as their enemy, that old serpent, but they will
consider him afriend, one who is doing a good work. Boasting of
their independence they will, under his specious, bewitching influ-
ence, obey the worst impulses of the human heart and yet believe
that God isleading them. Could their eyes be opened to distinguish
their captain, they would see that they are not serving God, but the
enemy of all righteousness. They would seethat their boasted inde-
pendence is one of the heaviest fetters Satan can rivet on unbal-
anced minds. Testimonies, vol. 5, 294.

While There Is Still Hope

Theseinspired references are sel ected not to condemn |eaders,
pastors, or laity, but they are presented to warn aswell asrebuke all of
usfor our Laodicean state, which has delayed the coming of our Lord
and Saviour for over a hundred years. God help us now while the
church’sprobation still lingers. Thelatter rain iscoming very soon,
and only those that prepare now will endure to the end and be saved.
Thetime of troublewill burst upon the obedient remnant peopleasan
overwhelming surprise.
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The world is a theater; the actors, its inhabitants, are prepar-
ing to act their part in the last great drama. With the great masses of
mankind thereisno unity, except asmen confederate to accomplish
their selfish purposes. God islooking on. His purposesin regard to
His rebellious subjects will be fulfilled. The world has not been
given into the hands of men, though God is permitting the elements
of confusion and disorder to bear sway for a season. A power from
beneath isworking to bring about thelast great scenesin the drama—
Satan coming as Christ, and working with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in those who are binding themselves together in
secret societies. Those who are yielding to the passion for confed-
eration are working out the plans of the enemy. The cause will be
followed by the effect.

Transgression has almost reached itslimit. Confusion fillsthe
world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The
end is very near. We who know the truth should be preparing for
what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.
Testimonies, vol. 8, 27-28.

Look Heavenward

We are stewards, entrusted by our absent Lord with the care
of Hishousehold and His interests, which He came to thisworld to
serve. He has returned to heaven, leaving us in charge, and He
expects usto watch and wait for His appearing. Let us be faithful to
our trust, lest coming suddenly He find us sleeping. Ibid. 37.

God designsthat His people shall fix their eyes heavenward,
looking for the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. While the attention of worldlings is turned to various en-
terprises, ours should be to the heavens; our faith should reach
further and further into the glorious mysteries of the heavenly
treasure, drawing the precious, divine rays of light from the heav-
enly sanctuary to shine in our hearts, as they shine upon the face
of Jesus. The scoffers mock the waiting, watching ones, and in-
quire: “Whereisthe promise of Hiscoming? You have been disap-
pointed. Engage now with us, and you will prosper in worldly
things. Get gain, get money, and be honored of the world.” The
waiting ones look upward and answer: “We are watching.” And
by turning from earthly pleasure and worldly fame, and from the
deceitfulness of riches, they show themselves to be in that posi-
tion. By watching they become strong; they overcome sloth and
selfishness and love of ease. Affliction’s fire kindles upon them,
and the waiting time seemslong. They sometimesgrieve, and faith
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falters; but they rally again, overcome their fears and doubts, and
while their eyes are directed heavenward, say to their adversaries:
“1 am watching, | am waiting the return of my Lord. | will glory in
tribulation, in affliction, in necessities.” Ibid., vol. 2, 194-195.

God Is Able

Godisableto changethe most hopel essand discouraging outlook.
But thewell being and prosperity of God's church is dependent upon
threeifs—loyalty, faithfulness, and righteousness as manifested in obe-
dience:

But the church of Christ is God’s agency for the proclamation
of truth; sheisempowered by Him to do aspecial work; and if sheis
loyal to God, obedient to Hiscommandments, therewill dwell within
her the excellency of divine power. If she will be true to her alle-
giance, there is no power that can stand against her. The forces of
the enemy will be no more able to overwhelm her than isthe chaff to
resist thewhirlwind.

Thereisbeforethe church the dawn of abright, gloriousday, if
shewill put ontherobe of Christ’srighteousness, withdrawing from
all allegiancetotheworld.

God callsupon Hisfaithful ones, who believein Him, to talk
courage to those who are unbelieving and hopeless. Turn to the
Lord, ye prisoners of hope. Seek strength from God, the living
God. Show an unwavering, humble faith in His power and His
willingness to save. When in faith we take hold of His strength,

He will change, wonderfully change, the most hopel ess, discour-
aging outlook. Hewill do thisfor the glory of Hisname. Prophets
and Kings, 259-260.

Children of Light

When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly—
at atime when we are least expecting it. But we can have a clean
record in heaven today, and know that God accepts us; and finally,
if faithful, we shall be gathered into the kingdom of heaven. The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 989.

Dear Brethren and Sisters, leaders, and pastors, September 11,
2001 wasawake-up call.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are al the children of light, and the
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children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. There-
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are
drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the
hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that,
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 1
Thessalonians 5:4-10.

Let usnot sleep the sleep of death. L et us now be sober, diligent
with our feet shod with the gospel of peace, defending the truth with our
very livesand endurethrough thetime of trouble and see Jesus, and live
forever. God help usnow that we may survivethe Omegaof Apostasy,

ismy prayer.

Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose
to eclipse the view of Jesus and lead men
to look to man, and trust to man,
and be educated to expect help from man.
For years the church has been looking to man
and expecting much from man,
but not looking to Jesus,
in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered.
Therefore God gave to His servants
[A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner in 1888]

a testimony that presented the truth as it is in Jesus,
which is the third angel's message,
in clear, distinct lines.
Testimonies to Ministers, 93.



64

REBELLION




THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH

By Ellen G. White

Testimonies, vol. 6, 349-368

REAT BLESSINGS are enfolded in the observance of the

Sabbath, and God desiresthat the Sabbath day shall betousa

day of joy. Therewasjoy at theinstitution of the Sabbath. God
looked with satisfaction upon thework of Hishands. All thingsthat He
had made He pronounced “very good.” Genesis1:31. Heaven and earth
werefilled with rgoicing. “ Themorning stars sang together, and al the
sons of God shouted for joy.” Job 38:7. Though sin has entered the
world to mar His perfect work, God still givesto usthe Sabbath asa
witnessthat One omnipotent, infinitein goodnessand mercy, created all
things. Our heavenly Father desiresthrough the observance of the Sab-
bath to preserve anong men aknowledge of Himself. He desiresthat
the Sabbath shall direct our mindsto Him asthetrueand living God, and
that through knowing Him wemay havelife and peace.

When the Lord delivered His peoplelsragl from Egypt and com-
mitted to them Hislaw, He taught them that by the observance of the
Sabbath they were to be distinguished from idolaters. It wasthisthat
made the di stinction between those who acknowledge the sovereignty
of God and those who refuseto accept Him astheir Creator and King.
“Itisasign between Me and the children of Israel forever,” the Lord
said. “Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to ob-
serve the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual cov-
enant.” Exodus31:17, 16.

Asthe Sabbath was the sign that distinguished Israel when they
came out of Egypt to enter the earthly Canaan, soitisthe signthat now
distinguishes God's people asthey come out from theworld to enter the
heavenly rest. The Sabbath isasign of therelationship existing between
God and His people, asign that they honor His law. It distinguishes
between Hisloyal subjectsand transgressors.

From the pillar of cloud Christ declared concerning the Sabbath:
“Verily My Sabbathsye shall keep: for it isasign between Meand you
throughout your generations; that ye may know that | am the Lord that

65
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doth sanctify you.” Exodus 31:13.

The Sabbath given to theworld asthe sign of God asthe Cresator is
alsothesign of Him asthe Sanctifier. The power that created all things
isthe power that re-createsthe soul in Hisown likeness. To those who
keep holy the Sabbath day it isthe sign of sanctification. True sanctifi-
cation is harmony with God, oneness with Him in character. It isre-
ceived through obedienceto those principlesthat are the transcript of
Hischaracter. And the Sabbath isthe sign of obedience. Hewho from
the heart obeysthe fourth commandment will obey thewholelaw. Heis
sanctified through obedience.

Tousasto |srael the Sabbath isgiven “for aperpetual covenant.”
To those who reverence His holy day the Sabbath isasign that God
recognizesthem asHis chosen people. Itisapledgethat Hewill fulfill
to them His covenant. Every soul who acceptsthe sign of God’sgov-
ernment places himself under thedivine, everlasting covenant. Hefas-
tenshimself to the golden chain of obedience, every link of whichisa
promise.

Thefourth commandment alone of all theten containsthe seal of
the great Lawgiver, the Creator of the heavens and the earth. Those
who obey thiscommandment take upon themsel ves Hisname, and all
theblessingsitinvolvesaretheirs. “ The L ord spake unto M oses, saying,
Speak unto Aaron and unto hissons, saying, Onthiswiseyeshall bless
thechildren of Isragl saying unto them,

“The Lord blessthee, and keep thee:

The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto
thee:

TheLord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.

Andthey shall put My Name upon the children of Isral;

And | will blessthem.” Numbers 6:22-27.

Through Moseswas given also the promise: “ The Lord shall es-
tablish thee an holy people unto Himself, asHe hath sworn unto thee,
if thou shalt keep the commandmentsof the Lord thy God, andwalk in
Hisways. And all people of the earth shall seethat thou art called by
thenameof theLord. . .. And the Lord shall make thee the head, and
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be be-
neath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy
God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them.”
Deuteronomy 28:9-13. . ..

These promises given to Israel are aso for God's peopl e today.
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They arethe messages which the Sabbath bringsto us.

Reform in Sabbath Observance

The Sabbath is a golden clasp that unites God and His people.
But the Sabbath command has been broken. God’s holy day has been
desecrated. The Sabbath has been torn from its place by the man of
sin, and acommon working day hasbeen exalted initsstead. A breach
has been made in the law, and thisbreach isto berepaired. Thetrue
Sabbathisto beexaltedtoitsrightful position asGod'srest day. Inthe
fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah isoutlined the work which God’s people
areto do. They areto magnify thelaw and makeit honorable, to build
up the old waste places, and to rai se up the foundations of many gen-
erations. . . .

The Sabbath questionisto betheissueinthegreat final conflictin
whichall theworldwill act apart. . .. Itisour work to lead the people
to understand this. We areto show them that it isof vital consequence
whether they bear the mark of God'skingdom or the mark of theking-
dom of rebdlion, for they acknowledge themsal ves subjects of theking-
dom whose mark they bear. God has called usto uplift the standard of
His downtrodden Sabbath. How important, then, that our examplein
Sabbathkeeping should beright. . ..

Ministers should give careful instruction asto the proper obser-
vance of the Sabbath. We must be guarded, lest the lax practicesthat
prevail among Sundaykeepersshall befollowed by thosewho professto
observe God'sholy rest day. Theline of demarcationisto bemadeclear
and distinct between those who bear the mark of God's kingdom and
thosewho bear the sign of the kingdom of rebellion.

Far more sacrednessisattached to the Sabbath thanisgivenit by
many professed Sabbathkeepers. The Lord has been greatly dishon-
ored by those who have not kept the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment, either intheletter or inthe spirit. Hecallsfor areforminthe
observance of the Sabbath.

Preparation for the Sabbath

At thevery beginning of the fourth commandment the L ord said:
"Remember." Heknew that amid the multitude of caresand perplexities
man would betempted to excuse himsalf from meeting thefull require-
ment of the law, or would forget its sacred importance. Therefore He
said: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keepit holy.” Exodus 20:8.
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All through the week we areto have the Sabbath in mind and be
making preparation to keep it according to the commandment. We
are not merely to observe the Sabbath as a legal matter. We are to
understanditsspiritual bearing upon al thetransactionsof life. All who
regard the Sabbath asasign between them and God, showing that Heis
the God who sanctifiesthem, will represent the principlesof Hisgov-
ernment. They will bring into daily practice thelaws of Hiskingdom.
Daily it will betheir prayer that the sanctification of the Sabbath may
rest upon them. Every day they will have the companionship of Christ
and will exemplify the perfection of Hischaracter. Every day their light
will shineforth to othersin good works.

In al that pertains to the success of God's work, the very first
victories are to be won in the home life. Here the preparation for the
Sabbath must begin. Throughout the week |et parents remember that
their homeisto beaschool inwhichtheir children shall be prepared for
the courtsabove. Let their words beright words. No wordswhich their
children should not hear areto escapetheir lips. Let the spirit be kept
freefromirritation. Parents, during theweek live asinthesight of aholy
God, who hasgivenyou childrentotrainfor Him. Trainfor Himthelittle
churchinyour home, that on the Sabbath al may be prepared to wor-
shipinthe Lord’ s sanctuary. Each morning and evening present your
children to God asHisblood-bought heritage. Teach them that it istheir
highest duty and privilegetoloveand serve God. . . .

When the Sabbath isthus remembered, the temporal will not be
allowed to encroach upon the spiritual. No duty pertaining to the six
working dayswill beleft for the Sabbath. During the week our ener-
gieswill not be so exhausted in temporal labor that on the day when
the Lord rested and was refreshed we shall betoo weary to engagein
Hisservice.

While preparation for the Sabbath isto be made all through the
week, Friday isto bethe special preparation day. Through Mosesthe
Lord said to the children of Israel: “ Tomorrow isthe rest of the holy
Sabbath unto the Lord: bake that which yewill baketoday, and seethe
that yewill seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for youto be
kept until themorning.” “ And the people went about, and gathered it
[themanna], and ground it in mills, or beat it inamortar, and baked itin
pans, and made cakes of it.” Exodus 16:23; Numbers 11:8. Therewas
something to bedonein preparing the heaven-sent bread for the children
of Israel. The L ord told them that thiswork must be done on Friday, the
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preparation day. Thiswasatest to them. God desired to seewhether or
not they would keep the Sabbath holy.

Thisdirectionfromthelipsof Jehovahisfor our instruction. The
Bibleisaperfect guide, andif itspagesare prayerfully studied by hearts
willing to understand, none need err upon thisquestion.

Many need instruction asto how they should appear inthe assem-
bly for worship on the Sabbath. They are not to enter the presence of
God in the common clothing worn during theweek. All should havea
specia Sabbath suit, to beworn when attending servicein God'shouse.
While we should not conform to worldly fashions, we are not to be
indifferent in regard to our outward appearance. We areto be neat and
trim, though without adornment. The children of God should be pure
within and without.

On Friday let the preparation for the Sabbath be completed. See
that all theclothingisin readinessand that all the cookingisdone. Let
the boots be blacked and the baths be taken. . . . Before the setting of
thesun let al secular work belaid asideand all secular papersbe put out
of sight. . ..

We should jeal ously guard the edges of the Sabbath. Remember
that every moment isconsecrated, holy time. Whenever itispossible,
employersshould give their workersthe hoursfrom Friday noon until
the beginning of the Sabbath. . . .

Thereisanother work that should receive attention on the prepara-
tion day. Onthisday al differences between brethren, whether inthe
family or inthechurch, should be put away. L et al bitternessand wrath
and malicebeexpelled fromthesoul. . ..

Before the Sabbath begins, themind aswell asthe body should be
withdrawn fromworldly business. . . . We should each Sabbath reckon
with our souls to see whether the week that has ended has brought
spiritual gainor loss.

It means eternal salvation to keep the Sabbath holy unto the L ord.
God says. “Themthat honor Mel will honor.” 1 Samuel 2:30.

The Sabbath in the Home

Before the setting of the sun let the members of the family as-
sembleto read God'sword, to sing and pray. Thereisneed of reform
here, for many have been remiss. We need to confessto God and to one
another. We should begin anew to make specia arrangementsthat ev-
ery member of thefamily may be prepared to honor the day which God
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has blessed and sanctified.

Let not the precious hours of the Sabbath be wasted in bed. On
Sabbath morning thefamily should be astir early. If they riselate, there
isconfusion and bustlein preparing for breakfast and Sabbath school.
Thereishurrying, jostling, andimpatience. . ...

We should not provide for the Sabbath amoreliberal supply or a
greater variety of food than for other days. Instead of this the food
should be more simple, and less should be eaten, in order that themind
may be clear and vigorousto comprehend spiritual things. Overeating
befogsthe brain. The most preciouswords may be heard and not appre-
ciated, becausethe mind isconfused by animproper diet. By overeating
on the Sabbath, many have done morethan they think to dishonor God.

While cooking upon the Sabbath should beavoided, itisnot neces-
sary to eat cold food. In cold weather let the food prepared the day
before be heated. And let the meal's, though simple, be pal atable and
attractive. Provide something that will beregarded asatreat, something
thefamily do not have every day.

At family worship let the children take a part. Let all bring their
Biblesand each read averse or two. Then let some familiar hymn be
sung, followed by prayer. For this, Christ hasgivenamodd. TheLord's
Prayer was not intended to be repeated merely asaform, but itisan
illustration of what our prayers should be--smple, earnest, and compre-
hensive. Inasimplepetition tell the Lord your needs and expressgrati-
tude for His mercies. Thus you invite Jesus as a welcome guest into
your home and heart. . . .

The Sabbath school and the meeting for worship occupy only a
part of the Sabbath. The portion remaining to the family may be made
the most sacred and precious season of all the Sabbath hours. Much of
thistime parents should spend with their children. In many familiesthe
younger children are left to themselvesto find entertainment as best
they can. Left alone, the children soon be come restless and begin to
play or engagein somekind of mischief. Thusthe Sabbath hasto them
no sacred significance.

In pleasant wesather |et parentswalk with their childreninthefields
and groves. Amid the beautiful things of naturetell them the reason for
theinstitution of the Sabbath. . . .

Tell them of theway of salvation; how “God so loved theworld,
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believethin Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. L et the sweet
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story of Bethlehem berepeated. Present beforethe children Jesus, asa
child obedient to His parents, asayouth faithful and industrious, helping
to support thefamily. Thusyou can teach them that the Saviour knows
thetrias, perplexities, and temptations, the hopesandjoys, of theyoung,
and that He can give them sympathy and help. From timeto timeread
with them theinteresting storiesin Bible history. Question asto what
they havelearned in the Sabbath school, and study with them the next
Sabbath'slesson.

As the sun goes down, let the voice of prayer and the hymn of
praise mark the close of the sacred hours and invite God's presence
through the cares of the week of |abor.

Thus parents can make the Sabbath, asit should be, themost joyful
day of theweek. They canlead their childrentoregard it asadelight,
the day of days, the holy of the Lord, honorable. | counsel you, my
brethren and sisters: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” If
you desireyour children to observe the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment, you must teach them by both precept and example. The
deep engraving of truth inthe heart is never wholly effaced. It may be
obscured, but can never be obliterated. Theimpressionsmadein early
lifewill beseenin afteryears. Circumstances may occur to separatethe
children from their parents and their home, but aslong asthey livethe
instruction givenin childhood and youth will beablessing.

Traveling on the Sabbath

If we desire the blessing promised to the obedient, we must ob-
servethe Sabbath more strictly. | fear that we often travel on thisday
when it might beavoided. In harmony with thelight which the Lord has
givenin regard to the observance of the Sabbath, we should be more
careful about traveling onthe boatsor carson thisday. In these matters
we should set aright example before our children and youth. In order to
reach the churches that need our help, and to give them the message
that God desiresthem to hear, it may be necessary for ustotravel onthe
Sabbath; but so far as possible we should secure our tickets and make
all necessary arrangements on some other day. When starting on ajour-
ney we should make every possibleeffort to plan so asto avoid reach-
ing our destination on the Sabbath.

When compelledto travel onthe Sabbath we should try to avoid the
company of thosewho would draw our attention to worldly things. We
should keep our minds stayed upon God and communewith Him. . ...
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Sabbath Meetings

Christ hassaid: “Wheretwo or three are gathered together in My
name, there am | in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20. Wherever
thereareasmany astwo or three believers, let them meet together on
the Sabbath to claimthe Lord’spromise. .. ...

The preaching at our Sabbath meetings should generally be short.
Opportunity should be given for those who love God to expresstheir
gratitude and adoration.

Whenthechurchiswithout aminister, someone should be appointed
as leader of the meeting. But it is not necessary for him to preach a
sermon or to occupy alarge part of thetime of service. A short, interest-
ing Biblereading will often be of greater benefit than asermon. And this
can befollowed by ameeting for prayer and testimony. . . .

L et none cometo the place of worship to take anap. Thereshould
be no deeping inthe house of God. You do not fall adeep when engaged
inyour temporal business, because you have aninterest in your work.
Shall weallow the servicewnhichinvolveseternal intereststo be placed
on alower level than thetemporal affairsof life?. ..

All heaveniskeeping the Sabbath, but not in alistless, do-nothing
way. On this day every energy of the soul should be awake, for are
we not to meet with God and with Christ our Saviour?We may behold
Him by faith. Heislonging to refresh and bless every soul.

Everyone should feel that he hasapart to act in making the Sab-
bath meetingsinteresting. You are not to come together simply asa
matter of form, but for the interchange of thought, for the relation of
your daily experiences, for the expression of thanksgiving, for the ut-
terance of your sinceredesirefor divine enlightenment, that you may
know God, and Jesus Christ, whom He has sent. Communing together
inregard to Christ will strengthen the soul for life'strialsand conflicts.
Never think that you can be Christians and yet withdraw yourselves
within yourselves. Each oneisapart of the great web of humanity,
and the experience of each will belargely determined by the experi-
ence of hisassociates. . . .

We must carry to every religious gathering a quickened spiritual
consciousnessthat God and Hisangelsarethere, cooperating with all
true worshipers. As you enter the place of worship, ask the Lord to
removeall evil from your heart. Bring to Hishouse only that which He
can bless. Kneel before God in Histemple, and consecrateto Him His
own, which He has purchased with the blood of Christ. Pray for the
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speaker or theleader of the meeting. Pray that great blessing may come
through theonewhoisto hold forth theword of life. Strive earnestly to
lay hold of ablessing for yourself.

God will blessall who thus prepare themselves for His service.
They will understand what it meansto have the assurance of the Spirit
because they havereceived Christ by faith. . . .

Whilewe are exhorted not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together, these assemblies are not to be merely for our own refresh-
ing. We areto beinspired with greater zeal to impart the consolation
wehavereceived. Itisour duty to bevery jealousfor theglory of God
and to bring no evil report, even by the sadness of the countenance or
by ill-advised words, asif the requirements of God werearestriction
upon our liberty. Evenin thisworld of sorrow, disappointment, and sin
the Lord desires us to be cheerful, and strong in His strength. The
whole personisprivileged to bear adecided testimony inevery line. In
features, intemper, inwords, in character, we areto witnessthat the
service of Godisgood. . ..

The church of God below is one with the church of God above.
Believerson the earth and the beingsin heaven who have never fallen
congtitute one church. Every heavenly intelligenceisinterested inthe
assemblies of the saintswho on earth meet to worship God. Intheinner
court of heaven they listen to the testimony of thewitnessesfor Christ
in the outer court on earth, and the praise and thanksgiving from the
worshipers below istaken up in the heavenly anthem, and praise and
rejoi cing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ hasnot died
invainfor thefallen sonsof Adam. While angelsdrink from the foun-
tainhead, the saints on earth drink of the pure streamsflowing fromthe
throne, the streamsthat make glad the city of our God. . . .

The church of God below isone with the church of God above.
Believerson the earth and the beingsin heaven who have never fallen
constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligenceisinterestedinthe
assemblies of the saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the
inner court of heaven they listen to the testimony of thewitnessesfor
Christ in the outer court on earth, and the praise and thanksgiving
from the worshipers below istaken up in the heavenly anthem, and
prai se and rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ
hasnot died in vain for thefallen sons of Adam. While angelsdrink
from the fountainhead, the saints on earth drink of the pure streams
flowing from the throne, the streams that make glad the city of our
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God. Oh, that we could all realize the nearness of heaven to earth!
When the earthborn children know it not, they have angels of light as
their companions. A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seek-
ing to draw that soul to Christ. Aslong as there is hope, until men
resist the Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin, they are guarded by heav-
enly intelligences. Let usall bear in mind that in every assembly of the
saintsbelow are angelsof God, listening to the testimonies, songs, and
prayers. Let usremember that our praises are supplemented by the
choirsof theangelic host above. . . .

God teaches that we should assemblein His houseto cultivate
the attributes of perfect love. Thiswill fit the dwellersof earth for the
mansionsthat Christ hasgoneto preparefor al who love Him. There
they will assemble in the sanctuary from Sabbath to Sabbath, from
one new moon to another, to unitein loftiest strainsof song, in praise
and thanksgiving to Him who sitsupon the throne, and to the Lamb for
ever and ever.
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rank-and-file laity who have discovered it to be one of the clearest presenta-
tions of the Bible principles of truth and righteousness. It is a timely warning of
clerical efforts to alter the faith of the laity, substituting a liberal agenda devoid
of Biblical mandate. Committed Christians reading this book will do so with
marked benefit.

Available at Order line: 1-800-774-3566
FAX 1-540-672-3568

N AT AN

j" FEEEEEEY 9:00 am, to 5:00 p.m. Mon.— Thurs.,
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon Fri. (Eastern)

Website: www.hartlandpublications.com
Email:sales@hartlandpublications.org



Preparing for Eternity

By Ron Spear

$8.95  PB 149 pgs.

A compilation of priceless passages from the
Spirit of Prophecy. By heeding these words of
instruction and caution, you can become a part
of the people who will be prepared to meet their
Lord

What | Believe

By Ron Spear

$7.95  PB 127 pgs.

. This book responds to questions posed by a

General Conference committee, by sharing some

- 20convictions, each of which is supported with

| the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. You will

~ see ablend of love and deep concern for God’s

~last-day remnant church, and you will also have
| your own faith strengthened as well!

Available at Order line: 1-800-468-7884
FAX 1-309-343-3721
Hope International

P.O. Box 220
Knoxville, Illinois 61448

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.,
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon Fri. (Central Time)

Website: www.hopeint.org
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Issues at the End
By Ron Spear
$3.95  PB 96 pgs.

Waymarks of Adventism

By Ron Spear

$3.95  PB 95 pgs.

As a successful soul winner, Elder Spear has
developed an abiding confidence in the Biblical
foundation of Adventist doctrines. In this book,
he shares an encouraging and assuring mes-
sage amid this time of uncertainty and dissen-
tion in our beloved church.

A response to the report issued by the Exami-
nation of Hope International Committee sub-
mitted to the General Conference ADCOM,
April 2000.
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Available at Order line; 1-800-468-7884

FAX 1-309-343-3721

o Hope International
PV P.O. Box 220
S A Knoxville, Illinois 61448

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.,
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon Fri. (Central Time)

Website: www.hopeint.org




Retreating Toward Egypt
By Ron Spear
$3.00 PB 59 pgs.

IN THE PAGES of this book,
author and revivalist Ron
Spear addresses the question,
Is the Church retreating to-
ward Egypt? God has given us
the answer:

“The church has turned
back from following Christ her
Leader and is steadily retreat-
ing toward Egypt. Yet few are
alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power.
Doubt, and even disbelief of
the testimonies of the Spirit of
God, is leavening our
churches everywhere. Satan
Ron Spear would have it thus. Ministers
. who preach self instead of
Christ would have it thus. The
testimonies are unread and unappreciated. God has spoken to you.
Light has been shining from His word and from the testimonies,
and both have been slighted and disregarded. The result is appar-
ent in the lack of purity and devotion and earnest faith among us.

“Let each put the question to his own heart: "How have we
fallen into this state of spiritual feebleness and dissension? Have
we not brought upon ourselves the frown of God because our
actions do not correspond with our faith? Have we not been seek-
ing the friendship and applause of the world rather than the pres-
ence of Christ and a deeper knowledge of His will?” Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 5, 217-218.

Are you headed for the heavenly Canaan—or are you re-
treating toward Egypt? This is the question to prayerfully con-
sider as you study the pages of this book.

Place your orders for this book at Hope International
Special prices are in effect to facilitate wide distribution to
pastors, administrators, and laity.

1 - 20 copies: $3.00 each; 21- 49 copies: $2.50 each
50+ copies: $2.00 each

Call 1-800-468-7884 for shipping information,
and to place your orders.



Prophetic War on Terrorism

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: Beat your
plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the

weak say, | am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen,

and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty
ones to come down, O Lorp.

L et the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat:
for therewill | sit tojudge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the
sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down;
for the pressis full, the vats overflow; for their wickedness is great.
Multitudes, multitudesin thevalley of decision:
for the day of the Lorp is near
inthevalley of decision. Joel 3:9-14.

Behold, the whirlwind of the Lorp goeth forth with fury,
acontinuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head
of the wicked. Jeremiah 30:23.

Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words,
and say unto them, The Lorp shall roar from on high, and utter his
voicefrom hisholy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation;
he shall give ashout, asthey that tread the grapes, against al the
inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall come even to the ends of the
earth; for the Lorp hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead
with al flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the
Lorp. Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from
nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
coasts of the earth. And the slain of the Lorp shall be at that day from
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not
belamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung
upon the ground. Jeremiah 25:30-33.

All these are the beginning of sorrows. Matthew 24:8.
Thewar on terrorism may very well be the beginning of sorrows

which will lead to the enforcement of Sunday laws and
the close of probation.





