


“Judgment Must Begin at the House of God.”
1 Peter 4:17.

See Testimonies, vol. 5, 211.

With His eye upon the church, the Lord has again and again
allowed matters to come to a crisis, that in their extremity His
people should look alone for His help. Their prayers, their faith,
together with their steadfast purpose to be true, have called for the
interference of God, and then He has fulfilled His promise, “Then
shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he
shall say, Here I am” Isaiah 58:9. His mighty arm has been stretched
out for the deliverance of His people. God reserves His gracious
interposition in their behalf till the time of their extremity; thus He
makes their deliverance more marked, and their victories more
glorious. When all human wisdom fails, the Lord’s interference
will be more clearly recognized, and He will receive the glory that
is His due. Even the enemies of our faith, persecutors, will per-
ceive that God is working for His people in turning their captivity.

Selected Messages, book 2, 372.

I was shown that the time was in the near future that these
whom God had warned and reproved and given great light but they
would not correct their ways and follow the light, He would re-
move from them that heavenly protection which had preserved
them from Satan's cruel power; the Lord would surely leave them
to themselves to follow the judgment and counsels of their own
wisdom; they would be simply left to themselves, and the protec-
tion of God be withdrawn from them, and they would not be shielded
from the workings of Satan; . . .

It is Satan’s power that is at work at sea and on land, bringing
calamity and distress and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of
his prey.

Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, 2–3.
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PREFACE

ELDER Ron Spear’s latest book, Rebellion, leaves no room
for complacency or self-satisfaction. His profound study of in-
spired writings has led him to the inescapable conclusion that all

segments of the Seventh-day Adventist Church— leaders, pastors, teach-
ers and laity—share fearful culpability for the impotency of God’s rem-
nant church.

Many leaders, pastors and teachers have shamefully betrayed their
trust and have become ringleaders in the apostasy and worldliness, which
is sweeping through the ranks of God’s people.  With equal culpability,
like in the days of Jeremiah and Christ, most of the laity have put their
trust in man and thus blindly follow the rebellion of leaders and pastors.

Faithful leaders, pastors, teachers and laity must unite now to pro-
claim the present truths which have for so long been kept away from
God’s flock, and to warn against the nefarious errors and practices in-
troduced by men unworthy of the sacred offices they hold.

Elder Spear’s loving burden for souls who are lost while believing
they are saved, often under the beguiling influence of treacherous men
comes through strongly in this book.

He shares the same anguish expressed by the late General Confer-
ence President, Elder Robert Pierson, who made a similar call for re-
vival and repentance at the 1973 annual council in which he acknowl-
edged that we were a church in insubordination.

This book, written 30 years later, reflects the much deeper apos-
tasy and worldliness in God’s chosen Church today.  The question re-
mains, will we heed this heart-wrenching call or will we reject it as
Elder Pierson’s call was rejected, resulting in greater darkness and deeper
delusions? May we finally acknowledge our undone condition, confess
our pitiful spiritual state, repent with heart-felt sincerity, turn from our
wicked ways, and return unto the mighty God.  May we not reject the
Holy Spirit’s call yet again.

I pray to this end.

Colin Standish
President
Hartland Institute
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Foreword

Elder Ronald Spear and I first met on April 17, 1980. Twenty-
three years have passed since my brother, Colin, introduced us
on the first day of the fifty-third General Conference Session

held in Dallas, Texas. He had met Elder Spear about a year earlier and
from their first meeting a bond of Christian brotherhood had been forged.
Both love the Seventh-day Adventist church as the object of Christ’s
“supreme regard.” Selected Messages, book 2, 396. Both shared a
mounting concern for the growing rebellion against truth sweeping through
God’s church and each, in love for their Lord, possessed an earnest
desire to warn God’s people of the peril of apostasy to the souls of
believers. Both trusted Scripture and the writings of the Spirit of Proph-
ecy implicitly.

I was a delegate to the Dallas General Conference Session. Elder
Spear was an attendee as he was in 1980 the Field Secretary for the
Review and Herald, then under the editorship of Elder Kenneth Wood,
a man of virtue. Like my brother, I immediately recognized in Elder
Spear a pastor of fidelity. We have in subsequent years preached to-
gether on four continents, Asia, Australia, Europe and North America.
Ours has been a sweet relationship in the cause of our God and His
truth.

Now in his eightieth year, this aged warrior of the Lord, still full of
energy and earnestness for the souls of people, has addressed the ur-
gent matter of the widespread rebellion in the very heart of God’s church.
In addressing this matter Elder Spear has chosen a course which will
bring him few accolades. The history of Scripture testifies to the fact
that similar messages to God’s church delivered by the prophets of old
have provoked a general and vicious antagonism against these servants
of God. But a very small remnant has always been alerted and it is for
such men and women who will find their heavenly home, that these
messages are mandated by God.

I greatly desire that the old soldiers of the cross, those grown
gray in the Master’s service, shall continue to bear their testimony
right to the point, in order that those younger in the faith may un-
derstand that the messages which the Lord gave us in the past are
very important at this stage of the earth’s history. Our past experi-
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ence has not lost one jot of its force.
Let all be careful not to discourage the pioneers, or cause them

to feel that there is little they can do. Their influence may still be
mightily exerted in the work of the Lord. The testimony of the aged
ministers will ever be a help and a blessing to the church. God will
watch over His tried and faithful standard-bearers, night and day,
until the time comes for them to lay off their armor. Let them be
assured that they are under the protecting care of Him who never
slumbers or sleeps; that they are watched over by unwearied senti-
nels. Knowing this, and realizing that they are abiding in Christ,
they may rest trustfully in the providences of God. Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 406.

We must recognise, as is seen in the pages of this book, that:

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time
than for ours, so that their prophesying is in force for us. Selected
Messages, book 3, 338.

Bearing this fact in mind, we need to understand that the rebellion
in Israel in the period of the prophet Isaiah was a foretaste of the state
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the twenty-first century.

Let us examine the current state of our church as revealed to the
prophet Isaiah 2,700 years ago:

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildo-
ers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward.

Why should ye be stricken anymore? YE WILL REVOLT MORE
AND MORE: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.

From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no sound-
ness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have
not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified by ointment.
Isaiah 1:4–6. Emphasis supplied.

Commenting on this passage, the Servant of the Lord stated:

But the dangers from without, overwhelming though thy
seemed, were not so serious as the dangers from within. It was the
perversity of his [Isaiah’s] people that brought the Lord’s servant
the greatest perplexity and deepest depression. By their apostasy
and rebellion those who should have been standing as light bearers
among the nations, were inviting the judgments of God. Prophets
and Kings, 305–306.
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Today God cries out to the leaders, pastors, theologians and the
laity of our church:

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto
the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. Isaiah 1:10.

I believe that Elder Spear is one of His servants whom God has
commissioned to present this message today. In fidelity to this commis-
sion, this warrior in the thinning ranks of the army of the Lord has shoul-
dered this responsibility, for he has recognized that

Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant,
we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto
Gomorrah. Isaiah 1:9.

The Omega of Apostasy is far advanced in our day. Writing re-
cently concerning Avondale College in Australia, in love for God and His
people in the South Pacific, I felt compelled to state that:

I can think of no tertiary institution in the South Pacific which
is less fitted to train young people for God’s service than Avondale
College. It has rejected the Seventh-day Adventist faith and does
its utmost to destroy that faith. Will the students find the sanctuary
message there? No! Will they discover the Three Angels’ Mes-
sages? No! Will they be motivated to seek Christian character per-
fection? No! Will they learn to keep the Sabbath day holy? No! Will
they learn to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness? No! Will
the students be fitted for translation at Avondale College? Of course
not! They will be assiduously encouraged to believe that they will
sin until the Second Coming. Will the students learn appropriate
entertainment standards? Most certainly not! Will the fallen human
nature of Christ be taught? Unquestionably it will not! Will the
Spirit of Prophecy be espoused in the manner which is appropriate?
No! Will end-time prophecy be taught as set forth in Daniel and
Revelation and the Spirit of Prophecy? No! Would an Avondale
College student be provided a proper concept of the Remnant? No!
Would he possess an accurate knowledge that there is no mediato-
rial work available after the close of probation? No! Would such a
student learn the proper and holy work of Christ through self-sup-
porting ministry? Certainly not! Would the Avondale College un-
dergraduate be taught the evil of the ecumenical movement? No!

This being so, how utterly counter-productive it is to send our
students to Avondale College in order to train to preach the vital
last-day message which alone will complete the task! The Remnant
Herald, February 2003, No 79, 1260.

FOREWORD
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Tragically, the rebellion of Avondale College is not an isolated case.
Thus humble devoted followers of Christ, such as the author of this
book, are burdened in their hearts when they see no evidence that church
leadership is arising to cleanse our training institutions of their apostasy.
Elder Spear’s response is well represented by the following inspired
words:

In the time when His wrath shall go forth in judgments, these
humble, devoted followers of Christ will be distinguished from the
rest of the world by their soul anguish, which is expressed in
lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others
try to throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the great
wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who have a zeal for God’s
honor and a love for souls will not hold their peace to obtain favor
of any. Their righteous souls are vexed day by day with the un-
holy works and conversation of the unrighteous. They are power-
less to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they are
filled with grief and alarm. They mourn before God to see religion
despised in the very homes of those who have had great light.
They lament and afflict their souls because pride, avarice, selfish-
ness, and deception of almost every kind are in the church. The
Spirit of God, which prompts to reproof, is trampled underfoot,
while the servants of Satan triumph. God is dishonoured, the truth
made of none effect. Testimonies for the [Seventh-day Adventist]
Church, vol. 5, 210–211.

We little wonder that Christ declares of the ministry of His church:

The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light
and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the
people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the position that
we need not look miracles and the marked manifestation of God’s
power as in former days. Times have changed. These words
strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord will not do good,
neither will He do evil. He is too merciful to visit His people in
judgment. Thus “Peace and safety” is the cry from men who will
never again lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God’s people
their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb
dogs that would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance
of an offended God. Ibid., 211.

I sense that in Elder Spear’s heart there is a deep love and a sin-
cere concern for his fellow brethren in the ministry. This concern stems
from the fact that Sister White has plainly declared that she “. . . saw
that the [unfaithful] ministers did not escape the wrath of God. Their
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suffering was tenfold greater than their people.” Early Writings, 282.
Elder Spear has written in no “holier than thou” mode. Rather, he

recognizes, as he has expressed to me on many occasions, that unless
he daily pleads with his Lord for the character of Christ, he, too, will be
lost. All faithful ministers and laypeople, those who earnestly preach the
Second Coming of Christ, must be warned by the words of inspiration.

Then I was shown a company who were howling in agony. On
their garments was written in large characters, “Thou art weighed in
the balance, and found wanting”. I asked who this company were.
The angel said, “These are they who once kept the Sabbath and
have given it up”. I heard them cry with a loud voice, “We have
believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy”. And while they
were speaking, their eyes would fall upon their garments and see
the writing, and then they would wail aloud. I saw that they had
drunk of the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet—
trodden the Sabbath underfoot—and that was why they were
weighed in the balance and found wanting. Ibid., 37.

This book is long overdue. That it is written by a pastor who loves
the members of God’s church with a deep passion, recommends it. I
know his anguished and tender love towards those leading out in that
rebellion and those joining it. I join Elder Spear in praying that none who
is privileged to read this book will be amongst those who after the mil-
lennium will recall in hopeless agony of mind, the words: “. . . the mes-
sengers of God despised, the warnings rejected, the waves of mercy
beaten back by the stubborn, unrepentant heart.” The Great Contro-
versy, 666.

Even the page number possesses an aura of urgency.

Russell R Standish
Remnant Herald
April 20, 2003

FOREWORD
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INTRODUCTION

EVER SINCE the beginning with the Millerite movement in the
first half of the 1800’s, God has intended for His people to fully
understand and experience the truths encapsulated in the three

angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6–12:

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication.

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in
his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.

The order of these messages is not accidental. The first angel’s
message must be understood and experienced if one is to have the proper
understanding of, and if one is to avoid being in, those groups condemned
by the messages of the second and third angels—fallen Babylon and
those who worship the beast and his image.

The first angel’s message is a call to worship the true God—the
Creator. It is a call to turn from this world to fully follow and to serve
Jesus Christ. It is a call to understand and follow with Christ into the
Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary and to there participate with
Christ in the cleansing of the sanctuary—the antitypical day of atone-
ment or judgment.

The first angel’s message was and is a call to follow as God re-

15
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veals increased light regarding Christ’s ministry in the heavenly sanctu-
ary. It was a call to learn through the sanctuary truths the lesson God
intended the children of Israel to learn from the earthly sanctuary—that
God saves sinners not by merely pardoning them but by also transform-
ing their characters “for obedience unto life” to make His followers
cleansed tabernacles for and by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

To Israel, whom He [God] desired to make His dwelling place,
He revealed His glorious ideal of character. The pattern was shown
them in the mount when the law was given from Sinai and when God
passed by before Moses and proclaimed, “The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness
and truth.” Exodus 34:6.

But this ideal they were, in themselves, powerless to attain.
The revelation at Sinai could only impress them with their need and
helplessness. Another lesson the tabernacle, through its service of
sacrifice, was to teach—the lesson of pardon of sin, and power
through the Saviour for obedience unto life.

Through Christ was to be fulfilled the purpose of which the
tabernacle was a symbol—that glorious building, its walls of glisten-
ing gold reflecting in rainbow hues the curtains inwrought with cheru-
bim, the fragrance of ever-burning incense pervading all, the priests
robed in spotless white, and in the deep mystery of the inner place,
above the mercy seat, between the figures of the bowed, worshiping
angels, the glory of the Holiest. In all, God desired His people to read
His purpose for the human soul. It was the same purpose long after-
ward set forth by the apostle Paul, speaking by the Holy Spirit:

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.” 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17. Education, 35–36. Emphasis supplied.

Yes, the first angel’s message was and is a call to understand and
to experience righteousness by faith—justification or pardon for sins
repented of through faith in what Christ did on the cross 2,000 years
ago, and sanctification or transformation of character through faith in
what Christ does now for us through His heavenly ministry.

Christ’s earthly ministry and His heavenly ministry are both equally
essential for man’s salvation.

The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanctuary
above is as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon
the cross. By His death He began that work which after His resur-
rection He ascended to complete in heaven. We must by faith enter
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within the veil, “whither the forerunner is for us entered.” Hebrews
6:20. . . .

Through defects in the character, Satan works to gain control
of the whole mind, and he knows that if these defects are cherished,
he will succeed. Therefore he is constantly seeking to deceive the
followers of Christ with his fatal sophistry that it is impossible for
them to overcome. But Jesus pleads in their behalf His wounded
hands, His bruised body; and He declares to all who would follow
Him, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 2 Corinthians 12:9. . . . Let
none, then, regard their defects as incurable. God will give faith and
grace to overcome them. The Faith I Live By, 204.

Yes, the first angel’s message was and is a call to experience righ-
teousness by faith through both pardon for sin and victory over sin.

The majority of those who “believed” that Christ was to return to
this earth and take His saints to heaven in 1843, and again in 1844,
revealed where their hearts really were when Christ failed to return.
They turned back from looking to Jesus to again focus upon the things
of this earth. They thus failed to comprehend the truth regarding Christ’s
entering into the antitypical day of atonement with the purpose of not
merely pardoning but actually transforming the characters of His saints
on earth—the everlasting gospel. By rebelling against, and turning from
Christ, these half-hearted Christians ended up with a partial gospel based
upon pardoning grace alone without the full righteousness by faith gos-
pel provided by both Christ’s pardoning grace and His enabling grace.
This group of partial-gospel Christians, failing to understand the first
angel’s message, could not understand the second nor the third angel’s
message. They became part of confused Babylon condemned by the
second angel’s message.

So it is today. Those Christians, including Seventh-day Adventists,
who fail to understand and/or fail to experience the two-fold work of
Christ in their life—pardon and full obedience to all known light through
transformation—end up with a partial gospel. Relying primarily on par-
don and downplaying victory over sin rather that accepting them as
equal ingredients in righteousness by faith, they will, unless awakened
from their slumber, end up failing to comprehend and failing to escape
the groups warned against by the second and third angels.

The understanding of, and the giving of, the three angels’ messages
by God’s Remnant movement has been progressive and in the order as
presented in scripture. As stated above, the Millerite movement, calling
the world to prepare for Christ’s second coming, was the first angel’s

INTRODUCTION
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message of the everlasting gospel calling man to experience the fullness
of Christ’s salvational ministry.

To William Miller and his colaborers it was given to preach the
warning in America. This country became the center of the great
advent movement. It was here that the prophecy of the first angel’s
message had its most direct fulfillment. The writings of Miller and
his associates were carried to distant lands. Wherever missionaries
had penetrated in all the world, were sent the glad tidings of Christ’s
speedy return. Far and wide spread the message of the everlasting
gospel: “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judg-
ment is come.” The Great Controversy, 368.

The Millerite movement initially believed that the sanctuary would
be cleansed in the spring of 1844. When Christ failed to appear at that
time, many believers took their eyes off of Christ and returned to the
fellowship of the unbelieving churches. The unbelieving churches in-
creased their open ridicule and resistance to the message of the first
angel.

In the summer of 1844, those remaining faithful to the advancing
light were led of the Lord to begin giving the second angel’s message.

The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first
preached in the summer of 1844, and it then had a more direct appli-
cation to the churches of the United States, where the warning of
the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally
rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most
rapid. Ibid., 389.

But the rejection of the everlasting gospel of the first angel, of
righteousness by faith through pardon and full obedience by the grace of
Christ to all light, is progressive and ongoing. Thus, the consequence of
such rejection—the application of the message of the second angel—is
also progressive and ongoing.

But the message of the second angel did not reach its com-
plete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then experienced a moral
fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent mes-
sage; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to
reject the special truths for this time they have fallen lower and
lower. Not yet, however, can it be said that “Babylon is fallen, . . .
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” She has not yet made all nations do this. The spirit of
world conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our
time exists and has been gaining ground in churches of the Prot-
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estant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches
are included in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second
angel. But the work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmina-
tion.

The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan
will work “with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness;” and they that “received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” will be left to re-
ceive “strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2
Thessalonians 2:9–11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and
the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished
throughout Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete. The
change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of Revela-
tion 14:8 is yet future. Ibid., 389–390.

It was not until after the great disappointment of 1844 that God
revealed to His faithful few—“the little flock”—that the first angel’s
message expanded into the truths regarding righteousness by faith
through entering within the veil of Christ’s antitypical day of atonement
ministry in heaven.

It was also not until after 1844 that the third angel’s message was
understood and begun to be preached. The closing words of its message
point to the end product of those who enter into “the hour of his judg-
ment” call of the first angel. The third angel thus again directs all to the
heavenly sanctuary as the only means of obtaining pardon and obedi-
ence through transformation.

As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He
passed into the holiest, and stood before the ark containing the
law of God, He sent another mighty angel with a third message to
the world. A parchment was placed in the angel’s hand, and as he
descended to the earth in power and majesty, he proclaimed a
fearful warning, with the most terrible threatening ever borne to
man. This message was designed to put the children of God upon
their guard, by showing them the hour of temptation and anguish
that was before them. Said the angel, “They will be brought into
close combat with the beast and his image. Their only hope of
eternal life is to remain steadfast. Although their lives are at stake,
they must hold fast the truth.” The third angel closes his message
thus: “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” As he repeated
these words, he pointed to the heavenly sanctuary. The minds of
all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy place,
where Jesus stands before the ark, making His final intercession

INTRODUCTION
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for all those for whom mercy still lingers and for those who have
ignorantly broken the law of God. Early Writings, 254.

Thus the light of the three angels’ messages was originally revealed
to God’s people in their written sequence. They are still best understood,
experienced, and proclaimed in this same order. Those who rebel against
light from Christ are failing to experience His day of atonement ministry
of the first angel’s message and persistence in rebellion will inevitably
place them in the partial and/or false gospel of fallen Babylon that wor-
ships the beast and his image.

Though inspiration frequently refers to all three messages as one—
the third angel’s message—and even describes the message of justifi-
cation or righteousness by faith as being “the third angel’s message in
verity” (Evangelism, 190), we are to understand that it is referring to all
three messages.

The theme of greatest importance is the third angel’s message,
embracing the messages of the first and second angels. All should
understand the truths contained in these messages and demon-
strate them in daily life, for this is essential to salvation. We shall
have to study earnestly, prayerfully, in order to understand these
grand truths; and our power to learn and comprehend will be taxed
to the utmost. Ibid., 196.

This book, entitled Rebellion, is an attempt to help us to compre-
hend the great danger to Seventh-day Adventists of rejecting any light
that God has given us whether through scripture or through the testi-
mony of Jesus—the Spirit of Prophecy. This is an attempt to help us to
wholeheartedly accept the call of the first angel to enter with Christ into
the cleansing of His human temple on earth as symbolized by the blot-
ting out of sin in the day-of-atonement cleansing of His heavenly sanc-
tuary. May God help us to turn from our rebellion to His counsels and
leadership before we are irreversibly joined to the groups condemned
by the messages of the second and of the third angels. May God help us
to comprehend, and to experience, Christ’s righteousness by faith con-
sisting of both pardon and of transformation into fully obedient repre-
sentatives of His.
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REBELLION

THE checkered history of the rebellion of the church since the
days of Moses is now before the remnant church—the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. It is our responsibility as members in

this final generation to examine ourselves as well as the history of the
Seventh-day Adventist movement which now spans more than 150 years.

Righteousness Rejected In 1844
Why are we still here? God would have cut His work short in

righteousness soon after 1844, if the church would have understood and
accepted all of the special messages of the three angels of Revelation
14:6–12. The prophet of the Lord reveals the great opportunity God was
extending to the young and humanly feeble embryonic Seventh-day
Adventist Church—the opportunity to enter into the experience of the
first angel’s message—the everlasting gospel of justification, or righ-
teousness, by faith.

The first angel’s message is a call to mankind to turn from man and
this world and to look to Christ the Creator for pardoning and transform-
ing grace that would bring them into full surrender and obedience to
God—righteousness by faith. Only such an experience can prepare man
to stand in God’s presence.

This experience was rejected by the Protestant Church in 1844,
God shut the door, and they went out in darkness.

Those who rejected and opposed the light of the first angel’s
message, lost the light of the second, and could not be benefited by
the power and glory which attended the message, “Behold, the
Bridegroom cometh.” Jesus turned from them with a frown; for they
had slighted and rejected Him. Those who received the message
were wrapped in a cloud of glory. Early Writings, 249.

As the churches refused to receive the first angel’s message,
they rejected the light from heaven and fell from the favor of God.
They trusted to their own strength, and by opposing the first mes-
sage placed themselves where they could not see the light of the
second angel’s message. But the beloved of God, who were op-
pressed, accepted the message, ‘Babylon is fallen,’ and left the
churches.” Ibid., 237.
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Christ’s Coming Delayed
Listen to our prophet explain this failed marvelous opportunity with

these inspired words:

Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held
fast their faith, and followed on unitedly in the opening providence
of God, receiving the message of the third angel and in the power of
the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, they would have seen the
salvation of God, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their
efforts, the work would have been completed, and Christ would
have come ere this to receive His people to their reward. Selected
Messages, book 1, 68.

God continues to explain through His messenger the early Adventist
rebellion:

But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed the
disappointment, many of the advent believers yielded their faith.
Dissensions and divisions came in. The majority opposed with voice
and pen the few who, following in the providence of God, received
the Sabbath reform and began to proclaim the third angel’s mes-
sage. Many who should have devoted their time and talents to the
one purpose of sounding warning to the world, were absorbed in
opposing the Sabbath truth, and in turn, the labor of its advocates
was necessarily spent in answering these opponents and defend-
ing the truth. Thus the work was hindered, and the world was left in
darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united upon the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus, how widely different
would have been our history!

It was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should be
thus delayed. God did not design that His people, Israel, should
wander forty years in the wilderness. He promised to lead them di-
rectly to the land of Canaan, and establish them there a holy, healthy,
happy people. But those to whom it was first preached, went not in
‘because of unbelief’ (Hebrews 3:19). Their hearts were filled with
murmuring, rebellion, and hatred, and He could not fulfill His cov-
enant with them.

For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out
ancient Israel from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed
the entrance of modern Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither
case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the world-
liness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s professed people
that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.
Selected Messages, book 1, 68–69.
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The Everlasting Gospel of Righteousness by Faith

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters. Revelation 14:6–7.

Yes, the first angel’s message was the same message that God
extended to Adam and Eve, and to every generation. It is the power of
the Holy Spirit in the willing seeker for truth to live victoriously over all
sin and temptation.

The churches that refused to receive the first angel’s message,
rejected light from Heaven. That message was sent in mercy to arouse
them to see their true condition of worldliness and backsliding, and to
seek a preparation to meet their Lord. God has ever required His
people to remain separate from the world, that they might not be
allured from their allegiance to Him. He delivered the Israelites from
bondage in Egypt because He would not have them corrupted by the
idolatry with which they were there surrounded. The children of this
world are the children of darkness. Their attention is not directed to
the Sun of Righteousness, but is centered upon themselves and the
treasures of earth. Blinded by the god of this world, they have no just
perception of the glory and majesty of the true God. While they enjoy
His gifts, they forget the claims of the Giver. Such have chosen to
walk in darkness, and they are led by the prince of the powers of
darkness. They do not love and enjoy divine things, because they do
not discern their value or loveliness. They have alienated themselves
from the light of God, and their understanding becomes so confused
in regard to that which is right, true, and holy, that the things of the
Spirit of God are foolishness to them.

“It was to separate the church of Christ from the corrupting
influence of the world that the first angel’s message was given. But
with the multitude, even of professed Christians, the ties which
bound them to earth were stronger than the attractions heaven-
ward. They chose to listen to the voice of worldly wisdom, and
turned away from the heart-searching message of truth. The Spirit
of Prophecy, vol. 4, 230–231.

Righteousness Rejected Again in 1888
As we review now our 150 plus years of history, we must ask

some serious questions. What was the message of 1888? And was that
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message rejected? Was that the same message the Protestant Churches
rejected in 1843, 1844?—Yes, it was the first angel’s message—the
everlasting gospel of obedience, by God’s grace, to all revealed light—
righteousness by faith.

In 1888, the Lord made another serious attempt to get us to expe-
rience fully His righteousness by faith. He attempted again to get us to
look away from man, from this world and to focus only on Christ and
His righteousness:

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to
His people through Elders [E.J.] Waggoner and [A. T.] Jones. This
message was to bring more prominently before the world the up-
lifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It pre-
sented justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people
to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of God. Last Day Events, 200.
All emphasis supplied unless otherwise noted.

Christ’s Coming Again Delayed
God told our prophet Ellen White in 1892, four years after 1888,

that the fourth angel of Revelation chapter 18 had been ready in 1888 to
join the third angel’s message of Revelation 14:9–11 and swell it to a
loud cry.

“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that
we might be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:24). In this scripture, the
Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral
law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of
Christ and to flee unto Him for pardon and peace by exercising
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to
accept this truth, lay at the foundation of a large share of the oppo-
sition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through
Brethren [E.J.] Waggoner and [A.T.] Jones. By exciting that opposi-
tion Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great
measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to
impart to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that effi-
ciency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the
world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The
light that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted,
and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree
kept away from the world. Selected Messages, book 1, 234–235.
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The seriousness of rejecting this first angel’s message is now with us
in the twenty-first century. In 1901, the servant of the Lord advised us:

We may have to remain here in this world because of insubor-
dination many more years, as did the children of Israel; but for
Christ’s sake, His people should not add sin to sin by charging God
with the consequence of their own wrong course of action. Evange-
lism, 696.

Most Serious Consequences From Delay
So we must understand that it is unbelief, worldliness,

unconsecration, rebellion, and strife among God’s remnant people that is
responsible for the long delay of our Lord’s return. As a result, many
have yielded up their faith. False theories, dissensions have brought se-
rious division among us. It was not the will of God that the children of
Israel should spend forty years wandering in a desert. It was because of
their stubborn rebellion, that God’s wrath ordered that that generation
should not enter into the Promised Land. Possibly a million or more
graves were the memorial of their rebellion. Joshua and Caleb were the
only originals of the Exodus movement to see the Promised Land.

Since it was the first angel’s message given by Waggoner and Jones,
and our prophet Ellen White in 1888, then is it not possible that those
who rejected it in 1888, and never repented of that rejection, went out in
darkness? Could it not then be possible that those leaders, pastors, and
laity among us who continue to reject it, because of worldliness and
backsliding, are now in, or are going into, darkness? We will ask the
reader to pray for God’s answer to this tragic situation.

Our rebellion, or refusal to enter into the experience of the first
angel’s message of righteousness by faith in 1888 led to the Alpha of
apostasy by J. H. Kellogg. Our rebellion also delayed Christ’s second
coming. Another question then must be addressed. Are we not then
accountable for World Wars I and II, and for all other wars and human
tragedy of the entire twentieth century? How about the millions of people
who have gone to their graves without the hope of a resurrection?

Ongoing Rejection and Rebellion
Our still continued refusal to obey God’s instructions regarding dress,

music, sports, entertainment, the operation of our schools, our health
institutions, and so on, clearly documents our ongoing rebellion against
Christ’s leadership in our personal and corporate lives.
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Today, we claim to believe in and to accept the truth of righteous-
ness by faith. But righteousness by faith in Christ is manifested by full
obedience to Him, to right-doing as He has instructed us in the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy. Our rebellion against His explicit counsels as to
our personal lives and methods of doing His work is mute evidence that
rather than righteous by faith, we are unrighteous by lack of faith.

We cannot preach clearly the three angels’ messages of full obedi-
ence to the Creator God when our life styles and our methods of labor
are in rebellion to His counsels. Yes, some may be saved through our
preaching just as will many who are presently following the preachers
of fallen Protestantism and Catholicism. This is because, that at some
point the Lord will help them to get beyond our example of disobedi-
ence. Tragically, many of our “converts” will never get beyond our ex-
ample of picking and choosing in our obedience to the Lord. Tragically
they will not be able to progress from our too frequently preached mes-
sage of salvation in sin—partial obedience—to the true gospel of salva-
tion from sin—full obedience by His grace. And, as long as we our-
selves remain in our rebellion of partial obedience, God cannot pour out
His Spirit upon us in latter rain power. He cannot approve of our rebel-
lion by using us to give the Loud Cry. Neither can He save us in His
eternal kingdom as long as we remain in our state of partial obedience to
His will—rebellion.

Fortress Opened to the Enemy
Partial obedience—rebellion—opens the fortress to the working of

Satan and results in spiritual blindness.

A partial surrender to truth gives Satan free opportunity to
work. Until the soul-temple is fully surrendered to God, it is the
stronghold of the enemy. This influence is leading souls away
from the grand old waymarks into false paths. When the mind
becomes confused, when right is considered unessential, and
error is called truth, it is almost impossible to make these de-
ceived souls see that it is the adversary who has confused their
senses and polluted the soul-temple. A tissue of lies is placed
where truth, and truth alone, should be. The word of God is a
dead letter to them, and the Saviour’s love is unknown. Review
and Herald, November 28, 1899.

Satan has gained marked advantage in ——— because the
people of God have not guarded the outposts. The very men whose
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labors God has signified that He would accept if they were fully
consecrated have been the ones to be deceived, to fail in their du-
ties, and to prove a terrible burden and discouragement, instead of
the help and blessing that they should have been. These men who
have been trusted to keep the fort have well-nigh betrayed it into
the hands of the enemy. They have opened the gates to a wily foe,
who has sought to destroy them.

Men of experience have seen stealthy hands slipping the
bolts that Satan might enter; yet they have held their peace with
apparent indifference as to the results. . . . These persons do not
realize that God holds them responsible for every advantage
gained by the foe who is admitted to the fort. The desolation and
ruin following lie at the door of the unfaithful sentinels, who, by
their neglect, become agents in the hands of the adversary to
win souls to destruction. Men in responsible positions should
seek wisdom and guidance of God, and not trust to their own
judgment and knowledge. Testimonies, vol. 4, 211.

Gospel Commission Unfulfilled
Worldliness and backsliding is why the church is so enfeebled and

powerless to finish the gospel’s commission. Because we have not fully
entered into the experience of the First Angel’s message of right doing
by God’s grace, many of our ministers and leaders are not willing to
preach clearly the second and third angel’s messages. The question we
must ask, if those in the churches in 1843, 1844 went out in darkness
because of their worldliness and rejection of the first angel’s message,
Can the same not happen to us?

Righteousness is Full Obedience by Faith

If you would stand through the time of trouble, you must
know Christ, and appropriate the gift of His righteousness, which
He imputes to the repentant sinner. The Review and Herald,
November 22, 1892.

Christ’s imputed and imparted righteousness brings us into full obe-
dience to His will:

Now, I want to say to you before closing, that we have a
wonderful friend in Jesus, who came to save His people from the
transgression of the law. What is sin? The only definition of sin is
that it is the transgression of the law. Then here is Jesus Christ, who
comes right in and imparts His righteousness to us; we cannot
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overcome in our own strength, but by faith in Him. If you will
believe on Jesus Christ, you will have Him today. You must be-
lieve that He is your Saviour now, and that He imputes to you His
righteousness because He has died, and because He has been
obedient unto every requirement of that transgressed law of God.
If you do this, you will have a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Adam and Eve lost Eden because they transgressed that law, but
you will lose heaven if you transgress it. Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 128.

Some may argue regarding the statement above with: Yes, it states
that obedience is required, but it is speaking of God’s ten command-
ments. I acknowledge that that is true. However, we must not be so
naïve in our understanding to not recognize that all other inspired mes-
sages from the Lord are merely clarifying the boundaries or extent of
the ten commandments. Known disobedience to the least of God’s ex-
pressed will is a breaking of, as a minimum, the first commandment of
having other gods before Him. This applies as much to the inspired
writings of the testimony of Jesus through Ellen G. White as to any
preceding messenger of the Lord. Our righteousness is determined by
our relationship to the ministry of Ellen White just as much as was the
righteousness of all preceding generations of God’s people determined
by their relationship to their most recent prophet. Our level of righteous-
ness by faith versus unrighteousness by rebellion is determined by how
we are relating to the degree of light given to us by God.

Our Title and Our Fitness For Heaven

We do not understand, as is our privilege, the faith and con-
fidence that we may have in God, and the great blessings which
faith will give us. An important work is before us. We are to obtain
a moral fitness for heaven. . . . Precious promises are upon record
on condition of our obedience to God’s requirements. Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 574–575.

Only a Christlike character fits us for our present labor and also for
heaven:

Brother P has qualities which would be excellent if they were
refined by the elevating influences of pure religion. He can be use-
ful. Sincere piety alone can qualify him to perform his duties well in
this world and give him a fitness for heaven. A heavenly character
must be acquired upon earth, my brother, or you will never possess
it; therefore you should engage at once in the work which you have
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to do. You should labor earnestly to obtain a fitness for heaven.
Live for heaven. Live by faith. Ibid., vol. 2, 430.

We must have both a title to, and a fitness for heaven:

Righteousness within is testified to by righteousness with-
out. He who is righteous within is not hard-hearted and unsympa-
thetic, but day by day he grows into the image of Christ, going on
from strength to strength. He who is being sanctified by the truth
will be self-controlled, and will follow in the footsteps of Christ until
grace is lost in glory. The righteousness by which we are justified is
imputed; the righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted.
The first is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.
Review and Herald, June 4, 1895.

Full or true righteousness comes by faith in Christ:

The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our title to
heaven and our fitness for it are found in the righteousness of
Christ. The Desire of Ages, 300.

We have no justification or title to heaven when knowingly disobe-
dient to Christ:

The advancement of the church is retarded by the wrong
course of its members. Uniting with the church, although an impor-
tant and necessary act, does not make one a Christian nor ensure
salvation. We cannot secure a title to heaven by having our names
enrolled upon the church book while our hearts are alienated from
Christ. We should be His faithful representatives on earth, working
in unison with Him. Testimonies, vol. 4, 16.

Neither do we have any sanctification or fitness for heaven when
we are knowingly disobedient to Christ:

Those only are truly sanctified who live by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. How terrible is it to be a false
light, and, while claiming salvation through the merit of the blood
of Christ, to be sowing the seed of rebellion against the law of God
in the hearts of men! The Signs of the Times, April 30, 1896.

A Most Serious Consequence
Since the 1888 message was a repeat of the first angel’s message

of 1844, then those who rejected the experience of that glorious mes-
sage in 1888 also went into darkness. And then it can be true today that
those of our pastors, leaders, and laity who will not accept the experi-
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ence of the first angel’s message of righteousness by faith manifested
by full obedience to all of God’s directives are now in, or are going into,
darkness. This is a most serious thought; a question that only each indi-
vidual, as they reexamine their experience, can now answer.

Worse Than They
How could this happen to God’s people in this final generation? We

had the history of the ancient church’s rebellion—apostasy. We have
had fifty-three volumes of inspired writings of our prophet Ellen White
to keep the church from repeating the ancient church’s rebellion, and
yet, God tells the prophet we have done worse than the ancient church
because we had greater light than they.

Then I was pointed back to the years 1843 and 1844. There
was a spirit of consecration then that there is not now. What has
come over the professed peculiar people of God? I saw the confor-
mity to the world, the unwillingness to suffer for the truth’s sake.
I saw a great lack of submission to the will of God. I was pointed
back to the children of Israel after they left Egypt. God in mercy
called them out from the Egyptians, that they might worship Him
without hindrance or restraint. He wrought for them in the way by
miracles, He proved and tried them by bringing them into strait
places. After the wonderful dealings of God with them, and their
deliverance so many times, they murmured when tried or proved
by Him. Their language was: “Would to God we had died by the
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt.” They lusted for the leeks
and onions there.

I saw that many who profess to believe the truth for these last
days think it strange that the children of Israel murmured as they
journeyed; that after the wonderful dealings of God with them, they
should be so ungrateful as to forget what He had done for them. Said
the angel: “Ye have done worse than they.” I saw that God has given
His servants the truth so clear, so plain, that it cannot be resisted.
Wherever they go, they have certain victory. Their enemies cannot
get round the convincing truth. Light has been shed so clear that the
servants of God can stand up anywhere and let truth, clear and con-
nected, bear away the victory. This great blessing has not been prized,
or even realized. If any trial arises, some begin to look back and think
they have a hard time. Some of the professed servants of God do not
know what purifying trials are. They sometimes make trials for them-
selves, imagine trials, and are so easily discouraged, so easily hurt,
self-dignity is so quick to feel, that they injure themselves, injure
others, and injure the cause. Satan magnifies their trials and puts
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thoughts into their minds that if given way to, will destroy their influ-
ence and usefulness. Testimonies, vol. 1, 128–129.

Responsibility For Israel’s Rebellion
What was the condition of the ancient church? Let us now review

these inspired statements from Scripture:

For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that
are led of them are destroyed. Isaiah 9:16.

That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that
will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not;
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy deceits: Get you out of the way, turn
aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from
before us. Isaiah 30:9–11.

Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and
princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all
equity. They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.
The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach
for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they
lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil
can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as
a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the
house as the high places of the forest. Micah 3:9–12.

Misleading Leaders
In reviewing the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and the

250 princes of Israel, the 70 years captivity in Babylon, and the rejection
and crucifixion of Christ, the question then must be asked concerning
the present apostasy, Can it be compared to ancient Israel’s rebellions
and apostasies? Who carries the greatest responsibility for the apostasies
then and now? Who was responsible for Christ’s crucifixion?

Thus by choosing a heathen ruler, the Jewish nation had with-
drawn from the theocracy. They had rejected God as their king.
Henceforth they had no deliverer. They had no king but Caesar. To
this the priests and teachers had led the people. For this, with the
fearful results that followed, they were responsible. A nation’s sin
and a nation’s ruin were due to the religious leaders. The Desire of
Ages, 737–738.
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What and who was responsible for this deplorable spiritual condi-
tion that demanded the crucifixion of our Saviour?—It was the leaders
usurping the authority of God by their unholy traditions that denied God’s
holy plan of salvation, and instituted the devil’s gospel, saved by works,
traditions and yielding to the authority of the leaders.

The Lord had declared by the prophet Micah: “Hear this, I
pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the
house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. They
build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads
thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire,
and the prophets thereof divine for money; yet will they lean
upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can
come upon us.” Micah 3:9-11.

How exactly did these words describe the corrupt and self-
righteous inhabitants of Jerusalem! While claiming to rigidly ob-
serve the law of God, they were transgressing all its principles.
They hated Christ because his purity and holiness revealed their
iniquity; and they accused him of being the cause of all the
troubles which had come upon them in consequence of their
sins. Though they knew him to be sinless, they had declared that
his death was necessary to their safety as a nation. “If we let him
thus alone,” said the Jewish leaders, “all men will believe on him;
and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and
nation.” John 11:48. If Christ were sacrificed, they might once
more become a strong, united people. Thus they reasoned, and
they concurred in the decision of their high priest, that it would
be better for one man to die than for the whole nation to perish.
The Spirit of Prophesy, vol. 4, 27–28.

Christ Exposed the Leadership
It was the priests—the leaders—yes, the high priest who led in the

rejection of Christ’s ministry and His crucifixion. Christ endeavored to
expose the leadership problem.

In the parables which Christ had spoken, it was His purpose
both to warn the rulers and to instruct the people who were willing
to be taught. But there was need to speak yet more plainly. Through
their reverence for tradition and their blind faith in a corrupt priest-
hood, the people were enslaved. These chains Christ must break.
The character of the priests, rulers, and Pharisees must be more
fully exposed. The Desire of Ages, 611–612.
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In the time of the Saviour, the Jews had so covered over the
precious jewels of truth with the rubbish of tradition and fable, that
it was impossible to distinguish the true from the false. The Saviour
came to clear away the rubbish of superstition and long-cherished
errors, and to set the jewels of God’s word in the frame-work of
truth. Review and Herald, June 4, 1889.

Responsibility For Modern Israel’s Rebellion
The servant of the Lord then describes the same problem in mod-

ern Israel:

What would the Saviour do if He should come to us now as He
did to the Jews? He would have to do a similar work in clearing away
the rubbish of tradition and ceremony. The Jews were greatly dis-
turbed when He did this work. They had lost sight of the original
truth of God, but Christ brought it again to view. It is our work to
free the precious truths of God from superstition and error. What a
work is committed to us in the gospel! Ibid.

God has given to the remnant Seventh-day Adventist Church dis-
tinctive truths which are to draw a clear line of distinction between the
remnant people of God and the churches of Babylon. They are as fol-
lows:

But such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection with the
2300 days, the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, are
perfectly calculated to explain the past Advent movement and show
what our present position is, establish the faith of the doubting, and
give certainty to the glorious future. These, I have frequently seen,
were the principal subjects on which the messengers should dwell.
Early Writings, 63.

Our prophet has revealed to us that as we approach the end, and
the close of probation of the world and the church, there would be an
attempt to remove the landmarks and pillars of our faith, and tear down
the wall that has separated us from the world and the churches of
Babylon.

After the truth has been proclaimed as a witness to all nations,
every conceivable power of evil will be set in operation, and minds
will be confused by many voices crying, ‘Lo, here is Christ; lo, He is
there. This is the truth, I have the message from God, He has sent me
with great light.’ Then there will be a removing of the landmarks, and
an attempt to tear down the pillars of our faith. A more decided effort



34 REBELLION

will be made to exalt the false sabbath, and to cast contempt upon
God Himself by supplanting the day He has blessed and sanctified.
This false sabbath is to be enforced by an oppressive law. The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 985.

Rebellion at the End
Tragically, we are now witnessing the fulfillment of Ellen White’s

prophecy. The Pentecostal worship and music has bewitched many of
our leaders and laity. In some of our churches and camp meetings, gos-
pel rock, and even dancing in the aisles have replaced the holy rever-
ence in the sanctuary on Sabbath morning.

Probation Is Closing

God calls upon His people to walk with sobriety and holy
consistency. They should be very careful not to misrepresent and
dishonor the holy doctrines of truth by strange performances, by
confusion and tumult. By this, unbelievers are led to think that
Seventh-day Adventists are a set of fanatics. Thus prejudice is
created that prevents souls from receiving the message for this
time. When believers speak the truth as it is in Jesus, they reveal a
holy, sensible calm, not a storm of confusion.

It is impossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord
will accomplish through His proposed vessels in carrying out His
mind and purpose. The things you have described as taking place
in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just before the
close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There
will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of
rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted
to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy
Spirit. Selected Messages, book 2, 36.

We are told that the spiritual condition of the church in Christ’s day
would be repeated in the end-time. See Selected Messages, book 1,
406.

Who then in this final apostasy carries the greatest responsibility?

The watchmen are responsible for the condition of the people.
While you open the door to pride, envy, doubt, and other sins, there
will be strife, hatred, and every evil work. Jesus, the meek and lowly
One, asks an entrance as your guest; but you are afraid to bid Him
enter. He has spoken to us in both the Old and the New Testament;
He is speaking to us still by His Spirit and His providences. His
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instructions are designed to make men true to God and true to them-
selves. Testimonies, vol. 5, 235.

Let us remember God has always distinguished between leaders of
rebellion, and the uninformed members.

In referring to the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, the
servant of the Lord says:

Yet God in His great mercy made a distinction between the
leaders in rebellion and those whom they had led. Patriarchs and
Prophets, 401.

Ancient Spirit Still Alive
As God sent the prophets of the Old Testament to attempt to turn the

church away from their apostasy—their rebellion—the church persecuted
and killed God’s messengers. It was the same anger in the high priest and
leaders that brought the Son of God to Pilot’s judgment hall. It is that same
anger today that is responsible for the disfellowshipping of hundreds of
faithful Seventh-day Adventists around the world. It is that same anger
inspired by Satan that brought leaders from Hartland Institute, Remnant
Herald,  and Hope International before the committee on April 5–6, 2001
at the General Conference headquarters. It is that same anger that brought
Raphael Perez to trial in Miami Florida. The question must be asked, How
far will our present leaders take this rebellion before God will pour out His
wrath upon the disobedient?

Lessons From the Past
As the Jews were preaching a counterfeit gospel to the church and

to the world, so now many of our pastors, leaders, and lay leaders are
believing and preaching a counterfeit gospel to our people on Sabbath
morning. Inspiration reveals the results of the history of the devil’s gos-
pel.

The message of salvation is communicated to men through
human agencies. But the Jews had sought to make a monopoly of
the truth which is eternal life. They had hoarded the living manna,
and it had turned to corruption. The religion which they tried to
shut up to themselves became an offense. They robbed God of His
glory, and defrauded the world by a counterfeit of the gospel. They
had refused to surrender themselves to God for the salvation of the
world, and they became agents of Satan for its destruction.
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The people whom God had called to be the pillar and ground of
the truth had become representatives of Satan. They were doing the
work that he desired them to do, taking a course to misrepresent the
character of God, and cause the world to look upon Him as a tyrant.
The very priests who ministered in the temple had lost sight of the
significance of the service they performed. They had ceased to look
beyond the symbol to the thing signified. In presenting the sacrifi-
cial offerings they were as actors in a play. The ordinances which
God Himself had appointed were made the means of blinding the
mind and hardening the heart. God could do no more for man through
these channels. The whole system must be swept away.

The deception of sin had reached its height. All the agencies
for depraving the souls of men had been put in operation. The Son
of God, looking upon the world, beheld suffering and misery. With
pity He saw how men had become victims of satanic cruelty. He
looked with compassion upon those who were being corrupted,
murdered, and lost. They had chosen a ruler who chained them to
his car as captives. The Desire of Ages, 36.

Recurring Rebellion
Another question must now be asked, Did God know that the Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church would repeat the history of the ancient
church?—Yes, God knows the beginning to the very end of the great
controversy.

The remnant church is called to go through an experience
similar to that of the Jews; and the True Witness, who walks up and
down in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, has a solemn
message to bear to His people. He says, “I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou repent” (Revelation 2:4–5). The love of God
has been waning in the church, and as a result, the love of self has
sprung up into new activity. With the loss of love for God there has
come the loss of love for the brethren. The church may meet all the
description that is given of the Ephesian church, and yet fail in vital
godliness. Selected Messages, book 1, 387.

We want to understand the time in which we live. We do not
half understand it. We do not half take it in. My heart trembles in me
when I think of what a foe we have to meet, and how poorly we are
prepared to meet him. The trials of the children of Israel, and their
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attitude just before the first coming of Christ, have been presented
before me again and again to illustrate the position of the people of
God in their experience before the second coming of Christ—how
the enemy sought every occasion to take control of the minds of the
Jews, and today he is seeking to blind the minds of God’s servants,
that they may not be able to discern the precious truth. Ibid., 406.

The same disobedience and failure which were seen in the
Jewish church have characterized in a greater degree the people
who have had this great light from heaven in the last messages of
warning. Shall we, like them, squander our opportunities and privi-
leges until God shall permit oppression and persecution to come
upon us? Will the work which might be performed in peace and
comparative prosperity be left undone until it must be performed in
days of darkness, under the pressure of trial and persecution?

There is a terrible amount of guilt for which the church is
responsible. Why are not those who have the light putting forth
earnest efforts to give that light to others? They see that the end is
near. They see multitudes daily transgressing God’s law; and they
know that these souls cannot be saved in transgression. Yet they
have more interest in their trades, their farms, their houses, their
merchandise, their dress, their tables, than in the souls of men and
women whom they must meet face to face in the judgment. The
people who claim to obey the truth are asleep. They could not be at
ease as they are if they were awake. The love of the truth is dying
out of their hearts. Their example is not such as to convince the
world that they have truth in advance of every other people upon
the earth. At the very time when they should be strong in God,
having a daily, living experience, they are feeble, hesitating, relying
upon the preachers for support, when they should be ministering to
others with mind and soul and voice and pen and time and money.
Testimonies, vol. 5, 456–457.

Shared Responsibility
Another important question must be asked. Who is now respon-

sible for this very last apostasy in the church—the Omega? (See Se-
lected Messages, book 1, 193–205)—We all are. Every member has
the responsibility for his own soul, and the souls of others. But a greater
responsibility must rest with leaders, pastors, and lay leaders who have
allowed the apostasy to develop in the celebration style worship and
music, the New Theology—saved in sin, in the books of a new order
found in our Adventist Book Centers, and in the worldliness of our col-
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leges. We see rebellion manifested in the operation of our hospitals,
which no longer represent the heavenly design God gave to our prophet
Ellen White in the medical missionary work. We also rebellion in our
publishing houses printing most anything to make a profit. The list can
go on. See Selected Messages, book 1, 193–205.

Equals Treated Equally
Let us remember the Review and Herald fire in Battle Creek. We

ask the question, How can we believe we can escape the wrath of God
for our rebellion in not following God’s plans and orders for His beloved
remnant church.

If the church pursue a course similar to that of the world, they
will share the same fate. Nay, rather, as they have received greater
light, their punishment will be greater than that of the impenitent.
Testimonies, vol. 5, 100.

The history of Israel should be to us a most solemn warning of
the calamities that will overtake us if we are disobedient to God’s
commandments. Signs of the Times, January 24, 1895.

There is a striking similarity between the Church of Rome
and the Jewish Church at the time of Christ’s first advent. Ibid.,
June 30, 1889.

These inspired statements should startle every Seventh-day
Adventist, layman, leader, and pastor. These inspired statements clearly
tell us that we are following in the same disobedience as the Jewish
Church, and the Jewish Church has a similar apostasy as the Roman
Church. The next question we must address, Is the Seventh-day Adventist
Church becoming Babylon?—No, a thousand times no. Zion was never
Babylon and Babylon was never Zion, but we must consider this ques-
tion in relation to the additional light that God has graciously given us
through the Spirit of Prophecy. Is it possible we are worse than Babylon?

Still Hope
The next question must be asked. Is there still hope for God’s last-

day remnant church?—Yes, a thousand times yes. There will not be
another church.

Though the following statement was penned preceding the burning
of the Battle Creek Sanitarium and the Review and Herald, both in
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1902, the principle still applies to disobedient institutions in our day.

The Lord will work to purify His church. I tell you in truth, the
Lord is about to turn and overturn in the institutions called by His
name. Just how soon this refining process will begin I cannot say,
but it will not be long deferred. He whose fan is in His hand will
cleanse His temple of its moral defilement. He will thoroughly purge
His floor. Ibid.

The counsel of the true Witness does not represent those
who are lukewarm as in a hopeless case. There is yet a chance to
remedy their state, and the Laodicean message is full of encour-
agement. . . . Purity of heart, purity of motive, may yet characterize
those who are halfhearted and who are striving to serve God and
mammon. They may yet wash their robes of character and make
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

The gold of faith and love, the white raiment of a spotless
character, and the eyesalve, or the power of clear discernment be-
tween good and evil—all these we must obtain before we can hope
to enter the kingdom of God. But these precious treasures will not
drop upon us without some exertion on our part. We must buy—we
must “be zealous and repent” of our lukewarm state. We must be
awake to see our wrongs, to search for our sins, and to put them
away from us. Our High Calling, 351.

Rebellion In True Sabbath Keeping
Ellen G. White, the prophet of God’s remnant church, has consis-

tently revealed that true Sabbath keeping according to Isaiah 58:13–14
is to be the Seal of the Living God.

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of
the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heri-
tage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
Isaiah 58:13–14.

Perfect Sabbath Keeping
Perfect Sabbath keeping will be the final test before probation closes

for the world and for every Seventh-day Adventist member.
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The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast
will be formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test
for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be de-
cided. . . . [Rev. 13:11–17 quoted.] . . .

This is the test that the people of God must have before they
are sealed. All who prove their loyalty to God by observing His law,
and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the ban-
ner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living
God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the
Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast. Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 976.

When the Protestant churches shall unite with the secular
power to sustain a false religion, for opposing which their ancestors
endured the fiercest persecution; when the state shall use its power
to enforce the decrees and sustain the institutions of the church—
then will Protestant America have formed an image to the papacy,
and there will be a national apostasy which will end only in national
ruin. Signs of the Times, March 22, 1910.

In the days of Jeremiah, we find that the leaders and people had
lost sight of true Sabbath keeping. This was one of the main reasons
why the church finally went into the 70 years of captivity.

Every man has been placed on trial, as were Adam and Eve in
Eden. As the tree of knowledge was placed in the midst of the
garden of Eden, so the Sabbath command is placed in the midst of
the decalogue. In regard to the fruit of the tree of knowledge, the
restriction was made, “Ye shall not eat of it, . . . lest ye die” Genesis
3:3. Of the Sabbath, God said, Ye shall not defile it, but keep it holy.
. . . As the tree of knowledge was the test of Adam’s obedience, so
the fourth command is the test that God has given to prove the
loyalty of all His people. The experience of Adam is to be a warn-
ing to us so long as time shall last. It warns us not to receive any
assurance from the mouth of men or of angels that will detract one
jot or tittle from the sacred law of Jehovah. Review and Herald,
August 30, 1898.

Reformation Needed
Only those who, before the sun sets on Friday the preparation day,

are prepared for the Sabbath, with their baths taken, their shoes pol-
ished, their clothes ready, their food cooked, and their family spiritually
prepared to receive the Sabbath blessing, with prayer and singing of
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hymns, will receive the seal of the living God. All conversation of such,
and all their thoughts will be in harmony with Isaiah 58:13.

The violation of the fourth commandment is not confined to
the preparation of food. Many carelessly put off blacking their boots,
and shaving, until after the beginning of the Sabbath. This should
not be. If any neglect to do such work on a working day, they
should have respect enough for God’s holy time to let their beards
remain unshaven, their boots rough and brown, until the Sabbath is
past. This might help their memory, and make them more careful to
do their own work on the six working days.

At every camp meeting, instruction should be given on all these
points. How can we expect the special blessing of God, unless we
shun with abhorrence the smallest sin. We should choose to suffer
inconvenience, loss, or privation, rather than disregard the instruc-
tions of the Lord. Our lack of spirituality has been caused by our
own course. We have gradually and insensibly chosen to please
ourselves instead of seeking to honor God. Christian perfection con-
sists in the complete harmony of our will with the will of our Creator.
The inhabitants of Heaven find, in obeying the will of God, their joy
and blessedness.

Let every family of Seventh-day Adventists honor God by a
strict regard for His law. The children should be taught to respect
the Sabbath. On the day of preparation, clothing should be put in
proper repair, shoes polished, baths taken. Then around the fam-
ily altar all should wait to welcome God’s holy day, as they would
watch for the coming of a dear friend. The Signs of the Times, May
25, 1882.

Those who do not keep the Sabbath with a deep spiritual experi-
ence will one day, in the time of trouble, if not before, join the ranks of
the enemy and be lost for eternity. See Testimonies, vol. 5, 136–137.

See Appendix “The Observance of the Sabbath” by Ellen G. White

Our Greatest Need

Only those who live the life of Christ are His co-workers. If one
sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the
life, the whole being is contaminated. The man becomes an instru-
ment of unrighteousness. The Desire of Ages, 313.

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and
most urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.
There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord,
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not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us,
but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Fa-
ther is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him,
than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But
it is our work, by confession, humiliation, repentance, and ear-
nest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has prom-
ised to grant us His blessing. . . .

Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly
sanctuary, or are we waiting for some compelling power to come
upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to see
the whole church revived? That time will never come.

There are persons in the church who are not converted, and
who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter
upon the work individually. We must pray more, and talk less.
Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught not to be satis-
fied with a form of godliness without the spirit and power. . . .

We have far more to fear from within than from without. The
hindrances to strength and success are far greater from the church
itself than from the world. Unbelievers have a right to expect that
those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus, will do more than any other class to promote
and honor, by their consistent lives, by their godly example and
their active influence, the cause which they represent. But how
often have the professed advocates of the truth proved the great-
est obstacle to its advancement! The unbelief indulged, the
doubts expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the pres-
ence of evil angels, and open the way for the accomplishment of
Satan’s devices.

Satan’s Greatest Fear
The great deceiver has prepared his wiles for every soul that

is not braced for trial and guarded by constant prayer and living
faith. As ministers, as Christians, we must work to take the stum-
bling blocks out of the way. We must remove every obstacle. Let us
confess and forsake every sin, that the way of the Lord may be
prepared, that He may come into our assemblies and impart His rich
grace. The world, the flesh, and the devil must be overcome.

We cannot prepare the way by gaining the friendship of the
world, which is enmity with God; but by His help we can break its
seductive influence upon ourselves and upon others. . . .

There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people
of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that
the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church and
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an impenitent congregation. If Satan had his way, there would
never be another awakening, great or small, to the end of time.
But we are not ignorant of his devices. It is possible to resist his
power. When the way is prepared for the Spirit of God, the bless-
ing will come. . . .

We Are in the Day of Atonement
We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins are, by

confession and repentance, to go beforehand to judgment. God
does not now accept a tame, spiritless testimony from His min-
isters. Such a testimony would not be present truth. The mes-
sage for this time must be meat in due season to feed the church
of God. But Satan has been seeking gradually to rob this mes-
sage of its power, that the people may not be prepared to stand
in the day of the Lord. . . .

What is our condition in this fearful and solemn time? Alas,
what pride is prevailing in the church, what hypocrisy, what de-
ception, what love of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what desire
for the supremacy! All these sins have clouded the mind, so that
eternal things have not been discerned. Shall we not search the
Scriptures, that we may know where we are in this world’s history?
Shall we not become intelligent in regard to the work that is being
accomplished for us at this time, and the position that we as sin-
ners should occupy while this work of atonement is going for-
ward? If we have any regard for our souls’ salvation, we must
make a decided change. We must seek the Lord with true peni-
tence; we must with deep contrition of soul confess our sins, that
they may be blotted out. . . .

The Church to Arise and Repent
Let the church arise, and repent of her backslidings before

God. Let the watchmen awake, and give the trumpet a certain
sound. It is a definite warning that we have to proclaim. God
commands His servants, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice
like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins” (Isaiah 58:1). The attention of the people
must be gained; unless this can be done, all effort is useless;
though an angel from heaven should come down and speak to
them, his words would do no more good than if he were speaking
into the cold ear of death.

The church must arouse to action. The Spirit of God can never
come in until she prepares the way. . . .
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Reformation Accompanies Revival
Sermons have been in great demand in our churches. The mem-

bers have depended upon pulpit declamations instead of on the
Holy Spirit. Uncalled for and unused, the spiritual gifts bestowed on
them have dwindled into feebleness. If the ministers would go forth
into new fields, the members would be obliged to bear responsibili-
ties, and by use their capabilities would increase. . . .

God calls for a spiritual revival and a spiritual reformation. Un-
less this takes place, those who are lukewarm will continue to grow
more abhorrent to the Lord, until He will refuse to acknowledge them
as His children.

A revival and a reformation must take place, under the minis-
tration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are two different
things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of
the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death.
Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theo-
ries, habits and practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good
fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the
Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and
in doing this work they must blend. Selected Messages, book 1,
121–128.

The Regular Lines
Though written prior to the reorganization of 1901, the regular lines

have still not done the work desired of God as evidenced by our disobe-
dience to many directives in the Testimony of Jesus and of our still being
in this sin-sick world.

God calls for a revival and a reformation. The “regular lines”
have not done the work which God desires to see accomplished. Let
revival and reformation make constant changes. Something has been
done in this line, but let not the work stop here. No! Let every yoke
be broken. Let men awaken to the realization that they have an
individual responsibility.

The present showing is sufficient to prove to all who have
the true missionary spirit that the “regular lines” may prove a
failure and a snare. God helping His people, the circle of kings who
dared to take such great responsibilities shall never again exercise
their unsanctified power in the so-called “regular lines”. Too much
power has been invested in unrevived, unreformed human agen-
cies. Let not selfishness and covetousness be allowed to outline
the work which must be done to fulfill the grand, noble commis-
sion which Christ has given to every disciple. He, our Lord and
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Master, has given us an example, in His life, of self-sacrifice, of the
way in which we must work to advance the kingdom of God.
Spalding and Magan, 175.

Few Great Men
We must now ask the question, How many Seventh-day Adventists

will make it to the kingdom?—Only a few of the millions who hold mem-
bership. Many of our leaders, pastors, and laymen are not diligent stu-
dents of the Word and the Spirit of Prophecy. We are told there will be
few great men among us at the end.

There are few really consecrated men among us, few who
have fought and conquered in the battle with self. Real conver-
sion is a decided change of feelings and motives; it is a virtual
taking leave of worldly connections, a hastening from their spiri-
tual atmosphere, a withdrawing from the controlling power of their
thoughts, opinions, and influences. The separation causes pain
and bitterness to both parties. It is the variance which Christ de-
clares that He came to bring. But the converted will feel a con-
tinual longing desire that their friends shall forsake all for Christ,
knowing that, unless they do, there will be a final and eternal
separation. The true Christian cannot, while with unbelieving
friends, be light and trifling. The value of the souls for whom
Christ died is too great. Testimonies, vol. 5, 82–83.

One Cherished Sin
Why did Jesus state that many are called, but only a few are

chosen? Matthew 22:14. The answer must come from inspiration:

Worldly policy and the undeviating principles of righteous-
ness do not blend into each other imperceptibly, like the colors of
the rainbow. Between the two a broad, clear line is drawn by the
eternal God. The likeness of Christ stands out as distinct from that
of Satan as midday in contrast with midnight. And only those who
live the life of Christ are His co-workers. If one sin is cherished in
the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being
is contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of
unrighteousness. . . .

All who choose Christ’s kingdom of love and righteousness
and peace, making its interest paramount to all other, are linked to
the world above, and every blessing needed for this life is theirs. In
the book of God’s providence, the volume of life, we are each given
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a page. That page contains every particular of our history; even the
hairs of the head are numbered. God’s children are never absent
from His mind. The Desire of Ages, 313.

The Kingdom of God Begins

The service rendered in sincerity of heart has great recom-
pense. “Thy Father which seeth in secret Himself shall reward thee
openly.” By the life we live through the grace of Christ the character
is formed. The original loveliness begins to be restored to the soul.
The attributes of the character of Christ are imparted, and the image
of the Divine begins to shine forth. The faces of men and women
who walk and work with God express the peace of heaven. They are
surrounded with the atmosphere of heaven. For these souls the
kingdom of God has begun. They have Christ’s joy, the joy of being
a blessing to humanity. They have the honor of being accepted for
the Master’s use; they are trusted to do His work in His name

“No man can serve two masters.” We cannot serve God with a
divided heart. Bible religion is not one influence among many oth-
ers; its influence is to be supreme, pervading and controlling every
other. It is not to be like a dash of color brushed here and there upon
the canvas, but it is to pervade the whole life, as if the canvas were
dipped into the color, until every thread of the fabric were dyed a
deep, unfading hue

“If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full
of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of
darkness.” Purity and steadfastness of purpose are the condi-
tions of receiving light from God. He who desires to know the
truth must be willing to accept all that it reveals. He can make no
compromise with error. To be wavering and halfhearted in alle-
giance to truth is to choose the darkness of error and satanic
delusion. Ibid., 312–313.

Perfection Promised

God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human
thought can reach. “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.” This command is a promise. The plan
of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power
of Satan. Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin. He
came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made provision
that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to
keep him from sinning.
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The tempter’s agency is not to be accounted an excuse for one
wrong act. Satan is jubilant when he hears the professed followers of
Christ making excuses for their deformity of character. It is these
excuses that lead to sin. There is no excuse for sinning. A holy tem-
per, a Christlike life, is accessible to every repenting, believing child
of God.

The ideal of Christian character is Christlikeness. As the Son
of man was perfect in His life, so His followers are to be perfect in
their life. Ibid., 311.

Your only safety is in coming to Christ, and ceasing from sin
this very moment. Signs of the Times, August 29, 1892.

It is the character, not the placing of our names on the church
books, that makes us Christians. What manifestations will appear
when Christ, abiding in the heart, is shining in the faces of those
who love Him and keep His commandments. Truth is written there.
The man is transformed into Christ’s image. A worldling may pass
by and not mark the change, but those who have had communion
with Christ discern the expression of Christ in word, in spirit. The
influence upon the heart is seen in a habitual gentleness, a more
than human love. The sweet peace of heaven will be in the soul, and
will be revealed in the countenances. The Upward Look, 28.

No Neutral Positions

No one can occupy a neutral position; there is no middle
class, who neither love God nor serve the enemy of righteous-
ness. Christ is to live in His human agents and work through their
faculties and act through their capabilities. Their will must be sub-
mitted to His will; they must act with His Spirit. Then it is no more
they that live, but Christ that lives in them. He who does not give
himself wholly to God is under the control of another power, lis-
tening to another voice, whose suggestions are of an entirely
different character. Half-and-half service places the human agent
on the side of the enemy as a successful ally of the hosts of
darkness. When men who claim to be soldiers of Christ engage
with the confederacy of Satan, and help along his side, they prove
themselves enemies of Christ. They betray sacred trusts. They
form a link between Satan and the true soldiers, so that through
these agencies the enemy is constantly working to steal away the
hearts of Christ’s soldiers.

The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the iniqui-
tous life of the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that
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life which otherwise appears virtuous, honorable, and noble, but in
which one sin is fostered, one vice indulged. Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, 94.

Christ’s character must be perfectly reproduced in God’s faithful
people. This is the only way God can be sure that there will never be
another revolution—a renewal of the great controversy.

The Devil’s Gospel
To believe that Christians are justified while committing known sins,

or neglecting known duty is the devil’s gospel.

But while God can be just, and yet justify the sinner through
the merits of Christ, no man can cover his soul with the garments
of Christ’s righteousness while practicing known sins, or ne-
glecting known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the
heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to
retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through
active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul. Se-
lected Messages, book 1, 366.

Cleansed Now

We believe without a doubt that Christ is soon coming.
This is not a fable to us; it is a reality. We have no doubt, neither
have we had a doubt for years, that the doctrines we hold today
are present truth, and that we are nearing the judgment. We are
preparing to meet Him who, escorted by a retinue of holy angels,
is to appear in the clouds of heaven to give the faithful and the
just the finishing touch of immortality. When He comes He is not
to cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us the defects in our
characters, or to cure us of the infirmities of our tempers and
dispositions. If wrought for us at all, this work will all be accom-
plished before that time. When the Lord comes, those who are
holy will be holy still. Those who have preserved their bodies
and spirits in holiness, in sanctification and honor, will then re-
ceive the finishing touch of immortality. But those who are un-
just, unsanctified, and filthy will remain so forever. No work will
then be done for them to remove their defects and give them holy
characters. The Refiner does not then sit to pursue His refining
process and remove their sins and their corruption. This is all to
be done in these hours of probation. It is now that this work is to
be accomplished for us. Testimonies, vol. 2, 355.
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Sanctification Is A Requirement With Justification

The sanctification set forth in the Sacred Scriptures has to
do with the entire being—spirit, soul, and body. Here is the true
idea of entire consecration. Paul prays that the church at
Thessalonica may enjoy this great blessing. “The very God of
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

True sanctification is an entire conformity to the will of God.
Rebellious thoughts and feelings are overcome, and the voice of
Jesus awakens a new life, which pervades the entire being. Those
who are truly sanctified will not set up their own opinion as a stan-
dard of right and wrong. They are not bigoted or self-righteous; but
they are jealous of self, ever fearing, lest a promise being left them,
they should come short of complying with the conditions upon which
the promises are based.

Bible sanctification does not consist in strong emotion. Here
is where many are led into error. They make feelings their criterion.
When they feel elated or happy, they claim that they are sanctified.
Happy feelings or the absence of joy is no evidence that a person
is or is not sanctified. There is no such thing as instantaneous
sanctification. True sanctification is a daily work, continuing as
long as life shall last. Those who are battling with daily tempta-
tions, over-coming their own sinful tendencies, and seeking for
holiness of heart and life make no boastful claims of holiness. They
are hungering and thirsting for righteousness. Sin appears to them
exceedingly sinful.

Genuine sanctification . . . is nothing less than a daily dy-
ing to self and daily conformity to the will of God. My Life
Today, 248.

Israel and the Straight Testimony
God has always had men and women of courage to stand against

the apostasy in the Church. He sent Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel , and the
prophets of the Old Testament to the Church leaders. They were perse-
cuted and many times killed. Isaiah was sawn in two, Jeremiah was
thrown into an abandoned well were he was up to his arm pits in mud
and slime.

In the New testament, John the Baptist gave the straight testimony
to the king and religious leaders, and he was beheaded. Christ was cru-
cified for preaching the straight Testimony. The disciples, except John
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the Beloved, met a martyr’s death at the hands of the religious leaders.

John met them [the scribes and Pharisees] with the scathing
inquiry, “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance;
and think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our
father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise
up children unto Abraham.”

The Jews had misinterpreted God’s promise of eternal favor to
Israel: “Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by day,
and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night,
which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The Lord of
hosts is His name: If those ordinances depart from before Me, saith
the Lord, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation
before Me forever. Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above can be
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I
will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith
the Lord.” Jeremiah 31:35–37. The Jews regarded their natural de-
scent from Abraham as giving them a claim to this promise. But they
overlooked the conditions which God had specified. Before giving
the promise, He had said, “I will put My law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My
people. . . . For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their
sin no more.” Jeremiah 31:33, 34.

To a people in whose hearts His law is written, the favor of God
is assured. They are one with Him. But the Jews had separated them-
selves from God. Because of their sins they were suffering under His
judgments. This was the cause of their bondage to a heathen nation.
Their minds were darkened by transgression, and because in times
past the Lord had shown them so great favor, they excused their
sins. They flattered themselves that they were better than other men,
and entitled to His blessings. . . .

John declared to the teachers of Israel that their pride, selfish-
ness, and cruelty showed them to be a generation of vipers, a deadly
curse to the people, rather than the children of just and obedient
Abraham. In view of the light they had received from God, they were
even worse than the heathen, to whom they felt so much superior.
They had forgotten the rock whence they were hewn, and the hole
of the pit from which they had been digged. God was not dependent
upon them for the fulfilling of His purpose. As He had called Abraham
out from a heathen people, so He could call others to His service.
Their hearts might now appear as lifeless as the stones of the desert,
but His Spirit could quicken them to do His will, and receive the
fulfillment of His promise. The Desire of Ages, 106.
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The Straight Testimony Revived
The straight testimony must again be given to the Remnant Church,

to its Laodicean leaders, pastors, and laity.

According to the light that God has given me in vision, wick-
edness and deception are increasing among God’s people who pro-
fess to keep His commandments. Spiritual discernment to see sin as
it exists, and then to put it out of the camp, is decreasing among
God’s people; and spiritual blindness is fast coming upon them.
The straight testimony must be revived, and it will separate those
from Israel who have ever been at war with the means that God has
ordained to keep corruptions out of the church. Wrongs must be
called wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by their right name. All
of God’s people should come nearer to Him and wash their robes of
character in the blood of the Lamb. Then will they see sin in the true
light and will realize how offensive it is in the sight of God. Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 324.

The Elijah Message
When the Third Angel’s message is soon joined by the fourth

angel of Revelation 18, the message will swell into a loud cry move-
ment. God will then have men and women who will fearlessly live
the message and they will present the Elijah message to the Church
and to the world. These are the men and women whom the Lord will
use to lead His people and to educate those who want to know the
truth.

They have administered impartial discipline, laying their hand
upon all false teaching, upon false brethren whose works have de-
nied the faith. Amid the scorn of men, suffering worldly loss, they
have manifested steadfast integrity. While temptations to worldli-
ness and licentiousness cause the love of many to wax cold, they
stand true as the needle to the pole, as faithful workers, as stan-
dard-bearers for God, in principle firm as a rock. Review and Herald,
January 21, 1890.

Men of God’s Calling
At the final hour of the Church’s history, God will raise up men and

women of His own choosing. At this important time, God will call to
account those of the Church leaders and pastors who have tied the
hands of God’s fearless messengers, whom they have maligned, perse-
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cuted, disfellowshipped, and denied the pulpit for the giving of their straight
testimony to the Church.

The Lord Jesus will one day call to account those who would
so tie your hands that it is almost impossible for you to move in
harmony with the Lord’s biddings. “The silver and the gold is mine,
saith the Lord, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.” Spalding and
Magan, 411.

Even if all our leading men should refuse light and truth,
that door will still remain open. The Lord will raise up men who
will give the people the message for this time. Testimonies to
Ministers, 107.

He will call men from the plow and from other occupations
to give the last note of warning to perishing souls. Testimonies,
vol. 9, 170.

Most startling messages will be borne by men of God’s ap-
pointment, messages of a character to warn the people, to arouse
them. Ibid., 137.

There Will Soon Be an Awakening

We are made sad as we see in many places so much left un-
done that should be done. But the Lord will use in the accomplish-
ment of His work means that we do not now see. He will raise up
from among the common people, men and women to do His work,
even as of old He called fishermen to be His disciples. There will
soon be an awakening that will surprise many. Those who do not
realize the necessity of what is to be done, will be passed by, and
the heavenly messengers will work with those who are called the
common people, fitting them to carry the truth to many places. Now
is the time for us to awake and do what we can. Loma Linda Mes-
sages, 83. See Counsels on Health, 395.

God’s appointed men and women will not wait for leaders to tell
them what to do or where to go. They will be directed by the Holy
Spirit.

I am free to say to our brethren who with humility of heart are
following the counsel of the Lord: If you know that God would
have you engage in any work, go forward. Those who have the
light and consciousness that God is leading need not depend upon
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any human agent to define their work. They are to receive the
counsel of the highest Authority. Safety and peace and calm as-
surance are to be found only by following the counsel of the
greatest Teacher that ever lived in our world. Let us not turn away
from His unerring counsel. Testimonies to Ministers, 502.

Go Forward
Rather than rebelling against the testimony of Jesus through Ellen

White, as manifested by our ignoring or disobeying the Spirit of Proph-
ecy, we must go forward in trusting obedience to God’s will:

The Lord is now dealing with His people who believe
present truth. He designs to bring about momentous results, and
while in His providence He is working toward this end, He says
to His people: “Go forward.” True, the path is not yet opened;
but when they move on in the strength of faith and courage, God
will make the way plain before their eyes. There are ever those
who will complain, as did ancient Israel, and charge the difficul-
ties of their position upon those whom God has raised up for the
special purpose of advancing His cause. They fail to see that
God is testing them by bringing them into strait places, from
which there is no deliverance except by His hand.

There are times when the Christian life seems beset by dan-
gers, and duty seems hard to perform. The imagination pictures
impending ruin before, and bondage or death behind. Yet the voice
of God speaks clearly above all discouragements: “Go forward.”
We should obey this command, let the result be what it may, even
though our eyes cannot penetrate the darkness and though we
feel the cold waves about our feet. Testimonies, vol. 4, 26.

The voice of the Lord bidding His faithful ones “go for-
ward” frequently tries their faith to the uttermost. But if they
should defer obedience till every shadow of uncertainty was
removed from their understanding, and there remained no risk of
failure or defeat, they would never move on at all. Those who
think it impossible for them to yield to the will of God and have
faith in His promises until all is made clear and plain before them,
will never yield at all. Faith is not certainty of knowledge; it “is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” To obey the commandments of God is the only way to
obtain His favor. “Go forward” should be the Christian’s watch-
word. Ibid., 27–28.
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God Will Take the Reins
Let us remember at this great hour that God will take the reins

into His own hands and the leaders will be surprised at the simple
means that He will use to finish His work in righteousness.

Unless those who can help in ——— are aroused to a sense
of their duty, they will not recognize the work of God when the
loud cry of the third angel shall be heard. When light goes forth
to lighten the earth, instead of coming up to the help of the Lord,
they will want to bind about His work to meet their narrow ideas.
Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work in a
manner very much out of the common order of things, and in a
way that will be contrary to any human planning. There will be
those among us who will always want to control the work of God,
to dictate even what movements shall be made when the work
goes forward under the direction of the angel who joins the third
angel in the message to be given to the world. God will use ways
and means by which it will be seen that He is taking the reins in
His own hands. The workers will be surprised by the simple means
that He will use to bring about and perfect His work of righteous-
ness. Testimonies to Ministers, 300.

Swept Away
At this time much of the Church’s merely human machinery will be

swept away. God cannot use it.

Under the showers of the latter rain the inventions of man, the
human machinery, will at times be swept away, the boundary of
man’s authority will be as broken reeds, and the Holy Spirit will
speak through the living, human agent, with convincing power. No
one then will watch to see if the sentences are well rounded off, if
the grammar is faultless. The living water will flow in God’s own
channels. Selected Messages, book 2, 58–59.

The Enduring Testimonies
Many of the pastors, leaders, and laity who read this book will find

it very difficult to accept the many inspired statements found in this
document. Unfortunately, they believe that Ellen White wrote only for a
special time—“the foundational period of our Church.” They conclude
that her statements do not refer to our time. But we are told that God’s
messages through her are to speak as long as time shall last:
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Abundant light has been given to our people in these last
days. Whether or not my life is spared, my writings will constantly
speak, and their work will go forward as long as time shall last. My
writings are kept on file in the office, and even though I should not
live, these words that have been given to me by the Lord will still
have life and will speak to the people. Ibid., book 1, 55.

Time and trial have not made void the instruction given, but
through years of suffering and self-sacrifice have established the
truth of the testimony given. The instruction that was given in the
early days of the message is to be held as safe instruction to follow
in these its closing days. Those who are indifferent to this light and
instruction must not expect to escape the snares which we have
been plainly told will cause the rejecters of light to stumble, and fall,
and be snared, and be taken. Selected Messages, book 1, 41.

There are no degrees of inspiration. It is either of God or of Satan.
There are no neutral positions in our relation to inspired writings. Yes,
the testimony of Jesus through Ellen G. White was for her time, but it is
even more specifically for the end time—our time.

Use of the Testimonies

Soon every possible effort will be made to discount and per-
vert the truth of the testimonies of God’s Spirit. We must have in
readiness the clear, straight messages that since 1846 have been
coming to God’s people. . . .

Those who have treated the light that the Lord has given as a
common thing will not be benefited by the instruction presented.}

There are those who will misinterpret the messages that God
has given, in accordance with their spiritual blindness.

Some will yield their faith, and will deny the truth of the mes-
sages, pointing to them as falsehoods.

Some will hold them up to ridicule, working against the light
that God has been giving for years, and some who are weak in the
faith will thus be led astray.

But others will be greatly helped by the messages. Though
not personally addressed, they will be corrected, and will be led to
shun the evils specified. . . . The Spirit of the Lord will be in the
instruction, and doubts existing in many minds will be swept away.
The testimonies themselves will be the key that will explain the
messages given, as scripture is explained by scripture. Many will
read with eagerness the messages reproving wrong, that they may
learn what they may do to be saved. . . . Light will dawn upon the
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understanding, and the Spirit will make an impression on minds, as
Bible truth is clearly and simply presented in the messages that
since 1846 God has been sending His people. These messages are
to find their place in hearts, and transformations will take place.
Selected Messages, book 1, 41–42.

More Than a Prophet

“Early in my youth I was asked several times, Are you a
prophet? I have ever responded, I am the Lord’s messenger. I know
that many have called me a prophet, but I have made no claim to this
title. My Saviour declared me to be His messenger. “Your work,” He
instructed me, “is to bear My word.” . . . 

“Be not afraid of man, for My shield shall protect you. It is not
you that speaketh: it is the Lord that giveth the messages of warn-
ing and reproof. Never deviate from the truth under any circum-
stances. Give the light I shall give you. The messages for these last
days shall be written in books, and shall stand immortalized, to
testify against those who have once rejoiced in the light, but who
have been led to give it up because of the seductive influences of
evil.”  Ibid., 32. First emphasis is in the original.

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time
than for ours, so that their prophesying is in force for us. Ibid.,
book 3, 338.

Setting Aside God’s Wisdom

Man is not to permit God’s work to be carried on contrary to a
plain ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ But it is becoming more and more cus-
tomary for men to separate from God, thinking that it is their privi-
lege to go forward in their own way and according to their own
ideas. The Publishing Ministry, 170.

There is no greater evidence that those who have received
great light do not appreciate that light, than is given by their refusal
to let their light shine upon those who are in darkness, and devoting
their time and energies in celebrating forms and ceremonies.
Thoughts of the inner work, the necessary purity of heart, are not
entertained. The absence of harmony with God becomes apparent.
The light grows dim, goes out; the candlestick has been removed.
There is much exercising of man-made authority by those to whom
God has not given his wisdom because they did not feel the need of
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the wisdom from above. This wisdom, “first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy,” is contrary to their disposition.
They have not the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, with which
the believer in Jesus should be adorned. They do not represent the
meek and lowly Carpenter of Nazareth. They set aside as of little
value that which God has said “is of great price.” Review and Her-
ald, July 16, 1895.

Satan’s Last Deception

The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect
the testimony of the Spirit of God. “Where there is no vision, the
people perish.” Proverbs 29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in dif-
ferent ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confi-
dence of God’s remnant people in the true testimony. Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 48.

One thing is certain: Those Seventh-day Adventists who take
their stand under Satan’s banner will first give up their faith in the
warnings and reproofs contained in the Testimonies of God’s Spirit.
Ibid., book 3, 84.

The enemy has made his masterly efforts to unsettle the faith
of our own people in the Testimonies. . . . This is just as Satan
designed it should be, and those who have been preparing the way
for the people to pay no heed to the warnings and reproofs of the
Testimonies of the Spirit of God will see that a tide of errors of all
kinds will spring into life. Ibid., 83.

Rebellion Against the Spirit

It is Satan’s plan to weaken the faith of God’s people in the
Testimonies. Next follows skepticism in regard to the vital points of
our faith, the pillars of our position, then doubt as to the Holy
Scriptures, and then the downward march to perdition. When the
Testimonies, which were once believed, are doubted and given up,
Satan knows the deceived ones will not stop at this; and he re-
doubles his efforts till he launches them into open rebellion, which
becomes incurable and ends in destruction. Testimonies, vol. 4, 211.

There are those among us who claim to believe the truth, yet
who refuse to be sanctified through the truth. When reproved for a
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wrong course, self immediately rises up, and they stubbornly follow
the devisings of the enemy. Through their long opposition to the
testimonies of the Spirit of God, they are working out a species of
the rebellion that has hindered the advancement of the kingdom of
God in the earth throughout the ages. There are those who are ever
seeking to have their own way, and to follow the leadings of their
own disposition. The result of all this is weakness and confusion,
evil surmisings and evil devisings. Those who continually work on
Satan’s side of the question will carry out the plans of the deceiver
until they find themselves wholly departed from the faith. Educa-
tional Messenger, September 11, 1908.

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in heaven is at work in
our churches. . . . O that those who have for years been at war with
the Testimonies God has graciously given in warnings to save His
people from the snares of Satan, would come into harmony with the
requirements of God. Light, precious light, has been given, and is
the genuine higher education. Pacific Union Recorder, May 6, 1909.

How Could It Happen?
In closing this document on rebellion, we must ask the question,

How could such a terrible disaster, the Omega of Apostasy, develop in
God’s beloved remnant church? Tragically, the following statements are
still applicable today.

October 2, 1868, I was shown the state of God’s professed
people. Many of them were in great darkness, yet seemed to be
insensible of their true condition. The sensibilities of a large num-
ber seemed to be benumbed in regard to spiritual and eternal things,
while their minds seemed all awake to their worldly interests. Many
were cherishing idols in their hearts and were practicing iniquity
which separated them from God and caused them to be bodies of
darkness. I saw but few who stood in the light, having discernment
and spirituality to discover these stumbling blocks and remove them
out of the way. Men who stand in very responsible positions at the
heart of the work are asleep. Satan has paralyzed them in order that
his plans and devices may not be discerned, while he is active to
ensnare, deceive, and destroy.

Unfaithful Watchmen
Some who occupy the position of watchmen to warn the people

of danger have given up their watch and recline at ease. They are
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unfaithful sentinels. They remain inactive, while their wily foe enters
the fort and works successfully by their side to tear down what God
has commanded to be built up. They see that Satan is deceiving the
inexperienced and unsuspecting; yet they take it all quietly, as though
they had no special interest, as though these things did not concern
them. They apprehend no special danger; they see no cause to raise
an alarm. To them everything seems to be going well, and they see
no necessity of raising the faithful, trumpet notes of warning which
they hear borne by the plain testimonies, to show the people their
transgressions and the house of Israel their sins. These reproofs
and warnings disturb the quiet of these sleepy, ease-loving senti-
nels, and they are not pleased. They say in heart, if not in words:
“This is all uncalled for. It is too severe, too harsh. These men are
unnecessarily disturbed and excited, and seem unwilling to give us
any rest or quietude ‘Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the
congregation are holy, every one of them.’ They are not willing that
we should have any comfort, peace, or happiness. It is active labor,
toil, and unceasing vigilance alone which will satisfy these unrea-
sonable, hard-to-be-suited watchmen. Why don’t they prophesy
smooth things, and cry: Peace, peace? Then everything would move
on smoothly.”

These are the true feelings of many of our people. And Satan
exults at his success in controlling the minds of so many who pro-
fess to be Christians. He has deceived them, benumbed their sensi-
bilities, and planted his hellish banner right in their midst, and they
are so completely deceived that they know not that it is he. Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 439–440.

For Your Soul’s Sake

Brethren, I see your peril, and again I ask, Do you who err
make any effort to correct the wrong? Souls may be stumbling along,
walking in darkness, because you have not made straight paths for
your feet. If you are in positions of trust, I appeal the more earnestly
to you, for your own souls’ sake and for the sake of those who look
to you as guides, repent before God for every mistake made, and
confess your error

Changing Leaders
If you indulge stubbornness of heart, and through pride and

self-righteousness do not confess your faults, you will be left sub-
ject to Satan’s temptations. If when the Lord reveals your errors you
do not repent or make confession, his providence will bring you
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over the ground again and again. You will be left to make mistakes of
a similar character, you will continue to lack wisdom, and will call sin
righteousness, and righteousness sin. The multitude of deceptions
that will prevail in these last days will encircle you, and you will
change leaders, and not know that you have done so. Review and
Herald, December 16, 1890.

This is a time when Satan’s deceptive power is exercised, not
only upon the minds of those who are young and inexperienced,
but upon the minds of men and women of mature years and of broad
experience. Men in positions of responsibility are in danger of chang-
ing leaders. This I know; for it has been plainly revealed to me. I
have been instructed that the enemy seeks to link up with men
bearing large responsibilities in the Lord’s work, in order that he
may fill their minds with evil devisings. Under his influence men will
suggest many things that are contrary to the mind of God. Special
Testimonies, Series B, 48.

The enemy is preparing for his last campaign against the
church. He has so concealed himself from view that many can hardly
believe that he exists, much less can they be convinced of his amaz-
ing activity and power. They have to a great extent forgotten his
past record; and when he makes another advance move, they will
not recognize him as their enemy, that old serpent, but they will
consider him a friend, one who is doing a good work. Boasting of
their independence they will, under his specious, bewitching influ-
ence, obey the worst impulses of the human heart and yet believe
that God is leading them. Could their eyes be opened to distinguish
their captain, they would see that they are not serving God, but the
enemy of all righteousness. They would see that their boasted inde-
pendence is one of the heaviest fetters Satan can rivet on unbal-
anced minds. Testimonies, vol. 5, 294.

While There Is Still Hope
These inspired references are selected not to condemn leaders,

pastors, or laity, but they are presented to warn as well as rebuke all of
us for our Laodicean state, which has delayed the coming of our Lord
and Saviour for over a hundred years. God help us now while the
church’s probation still lingers. The latter rain is coming very soon,
and only those that prepare now will endure to the end and be saved.
The time of trouble will burst upon the obedient remnant people as an
overwhelming surprise.
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The world is a theater; the actors, its inhabitants, are prepar-
ing to act their part in the last great drama. With the great masses of
mankind there is no unity, except as men confederate to accomplish
their selfish purposes. God is looking on. His purposes in regard to
His rebellious subjects will be fulfilled. The world has not been
given into the hands of men, though God is permitting the elements
of confusion and disorder to bear sway for a season. A power from
beneath is working to bring about the last great scenes in the drama—
Satan coming as Christ, and working with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in those who are binding themselves together in
secret societies. Those who are yielding to the passion for confed-
eration are working out the plans of the enemy. The cause will be
followed by the effect.

Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the
world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The
end is very near. We who know the truth should be preparing for
what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.
Testimonies, vol. 8, 27–28.

Look Heavenward

We are stewards, entrusted by our absent Lord with the care
of His household and His interests, which He came to this world to
serve. He has returned to heaven, leaving us in charge, and He
expects us to watch and wait for His appearing. Let us be faithful to
our trust, lest coming suddenly He find us sleeping. Ibid. 37.

God designs that His people shall fix their eyes heavenward,
looking for the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. While the attention of worldlings is turned to various en-
terprises, ours should be to the heavens; our faith should reach
further and further into the glorious mysteries of the heavenly
treasure, drawing the precious, divine rays of light from the heav-
enly sanctuary to shine in our hearts, as they shine upon the face
of Jesus. The scoffers mock the waiting, watching ones, and in-
quire: “Where is the promise of His coming? You have been disap-
pointed. Engage now with us, and you will prosper in worldly
things. Get gain, get money, and be honored of the world.” The
waiting ones look upward and answer: “We are watching.” And
by turning from earthly pleasure and worldly fame, and from the
deceitfulness of riches, they show themselves to be in that posi-
tion. By watching they become strong; they overcome sloth and
selfishness and love of ease. Affliction’s fire kindles upon them,
and the waiting time seems long. They sometimes grieve, and faith
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falters; but they rally again, overcome their fears and doubts, and
while their eyes are directed heavenward, say to their adversaries:
“I am watching, I am waiting the return of my Lord. I will glory in
tribulation, in affliction, in necessities.” Ibid., vol. 2, 194–195.

God Is Able
God is able to change the most hopeless and discouraging outlook.

But the well being and prosperity of God’s church is dependent upon
three ifs—loyalty, faithfulness, and righteousness as manifested in obe-
dience:

But the church of Christ is God’s agency for the proclamation
of truth; she is empowered by Him to do a special work; and if she is
loyal to God, obedient to His commandments, there will dwell within
her the excellency of divine power. If she will be true to her alle-
giance, there is no power that can stand against her. The forces of
the enemy will be no more able to overwhelm her than is the chaff to
resist the whirlwind.

There is before the church the dawn of a bright, glorious day, if
she will put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness, withdrawing from
all allegiance to the world.

God calls upon His faithful ones, who believe in Him, to talk
courage to those who are unbelieving and hopeless. Turn to the
Lord, ye prisoners of hope. Seek strength from God, the living
God. Show an unwavering, humble faith in His power and His
willingness to save. When in faith we take hold of His strength,
He will change, wonderfully change, the most hopeless, discour-
aging outlook. He will do this for the glory of His name. Prophets
and Kings, 259–260.

Children of Light

When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly—
at a time when we are least expecting it. But we can have a clean
record in heaven today, and know that God accepts us; and finally,
if faithful, we shall be gathered into the kingdom of heaven. The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 989.

Dear Brethren and Sisters, leaders, and pastors, September 11,
2001 was a wake-up call.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the
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children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. There-
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are
drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the
hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that,
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 1
Thessalonians 5:4–10.

Let us not sleep the sleep of death. Let us now be sober, diligent
with our feet shod with the gospel of peace, defending the truth with our
very lives and endure through the time of trouble and see Jesus, and live
forever. God help us now that we may survive the Omega of Apostasy,
is my prayer.

Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose
to eclipse the view of Jesus and lead men

to look to man, and trust to man,
and be educated to expect help from man.

For years the church has been looking to man
and expecting much from man,

but not looking to Jesus,
in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered.

Therefore God gave to His servants
[A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner in 1888]

a testimony that presented the truth as it is in Jesus,
which is the third angel's message,

in clear, distinct lines.
Testimonies to Ministers, 93.
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THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH

By Ellen G. White

Testimonies, vol. 6, 349–368

GREAT BLESSINGS are enfolded in the observance of the
Sabbath, and God desires that the Sabbath day shall be to us a
day of joy. There was joy at the institution of the Sabbath. God

looked with satisfaction upon the work of His hands. All things that He
had made He pronounced “very good.” Genesis 1:31. Heaven and earth
were filled with rejoicing. “The morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy.” Job 38:7. Though sin has entered the
world to mar His perfect work, God still gives to us the Sabbath as a
witness that One omnipotent, infinite in goodness and mercy, created all
things. Our heavenly Father desires through the observance of the Sab-
bath to preserve among men a knowledge of Himself. He desires that
the Sabbath shall direct our minds to Him as the true and living God, and
that through knowing Him we may have life and peace.

When the Lord delivered His people Israel from Egypt and com-
mitted to them His law, He taught them that by the observance of the
Sabbath they were to be distinguished from idolaters. It was this that
made the distinction between those who acknowledge the sovereignty
of God and those who refuse to accept Him as their Creator and King.
“It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever,” the Lord
said. “Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to ob-
serve the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual cov-
enant.” Exodus 31:17, 16.

As the Sabbath was the sign that distinguished Israel when they
came out of Egypt to enter the earthly Canaan, so it is the sign that now
distinguishes God’s people as they come out from the world to enter the
heavenly rest. The Sabbath is a sign of the relationship existing between
God and His people, a sign that they honor His law. It distinguishes
between His loyal subjects and transgressors.

From the pillar of cloud Christ declared concerning the Sabbath:
“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you
throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that

65
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doth sanctify you.” Exodus 31:13.
The Sabbath given to the world as the sign of God as the Creator is

also the sign of Him as the Sanctifier. The power that created all things
is the power that re-creates the soul in His own likeness. To those who
keep holy the Sabbath day it is the sign of sanctification. True sanctifi-
cation is harmony with God, oneness with Him in character. It is re-
ceived through obedience to those principles that are the transcript of
His character. And the Sabbath is the sign of obedience. He who from
the heart obeys the fourth commandment will obey the whole law. He is
sanctified through obedience.

To us as to Israel the Sabbath is given “for a perpetual covenant.”
To those who reverence His holy day the Sabbath is a sign that God
recognizes them as His chosen people. It is a pledge that He will fulfill
to them His covenant. Every soul who accepts the sign of God’s gov-
ernment places himself under the divine, everlasting covenant. He fas-
tens himself to the golden chain of obedience, every link of which is a
promise.

The fourth commandment alone of all the ten contains the seal of
the great Lawgiver, the Creator of the heavens and the earth. Those
who obey this commandment take upon themselves His name, and all
the blessings it involves are theirs. “The Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless
the children of Israel saying unto them,

“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:
The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto

thee:
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
And they shall put My Name upon the children of Israel;
And I will bless them.” Numbers 6:22–27.
Through Moses was given also the promise: “The Lord shall es-

tablish thee an holy people unto Himself, as He hath sworn unto thee,
if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in
His ways. And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by
the name of the Lord. . . . And the Lord shall make thee the head, and
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be be-
neath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy
God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them.”
Deuteronomy 28:9–13. . . .

These promises given to Israel are also for God’s people today.
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They are the messages which the Sabbath brings to us.

Reform in Sabbath Observance
The Sabbath is a golden clasp that unites God and His people.

But the Sabbath command has been broken. God’s holy day has been
desecrated. The Sabbath has been torn from its place by the man of
sin, and a common working day has been exalted in its stead. A breach
has been made in the law, and this breach is to be repaired. The true
Sabbath is to be exalted to its rightful position as God’s rest day. In the
fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah is outlined the work which God’s people
are to do. They are to magnify the law and make it honorable, to build
up the old waste places, and to raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations. . . .

The Sabbath question is to be the issue in the great final conflict in
which all the world will act a part. . . . It is our work to lead the people
to understand this. We are to show them that it is of vital consequence
whether they bear the mark of God’s kingdom or the mark of the king-
dom of rebellion, for they acknowledge themselves subjects of the king-
dom whose mark they bear. God has called us to uplift the standard of
His downtrodden Sabbath. How important, then, that our example in
Sabbathkeeping should be right. . . .

Ministers should give careful instruction as to the proper obser-
vance of the Sabbath. We must be guarded, lest the lax practices that
prevail among Sundaykeepers shall be followed by those who profess to
observe God's holy rest day. The line of demarcation is to be made clear
and distinct between those who bear the mark of God's kingdom and
those who bear the sign of the kingdom of rebellion.

Far more sacredness is attached to the Sabbath than is given it by
many professed Sabbathkeepers. The Lord has been greatly dishon-
ored by those who have not kept the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment, either in the letter or in the spirit. He calls for a reform in the
observance of the Sabbath.

Preparation for the Sabbath
At the very beginning of the fourth commandment the Lord said:

"Remember." He knew that amid the multitude of cares and perplexities
man would be tempted to excuse himself from meeting the full require-
ment of the law, or would forget its sacred importance. Therefore He
said: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." Exodus 20:8.

THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH
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All through the week we are to have the Sabbath in mind and be
making preparation to keep it according to the commandment. We
are not merely to observe the Sabbath as a legal matter. We are to
understand its spiritual bearing upon all the transactions of life. All who
regard the Sabbath as a sign between them and God, showing that He is
the God who sanctifies them, will represent the principles of His gov-
ernment. They will bring into daily practice the laws of His kingdom.
Daily it will be their prayer that the sanctification of the Sabbath may
rest upon them. Every day they will have the companionship of Christ
and will exemplify the perfection of His character. Every day their light
will shine forth to others in good works.

In all that pertains to the success of God’s work, the very first
victories are to be won in the home life. Here the preparation for the
Sabbath must begin. Throughout the week let parents remember that
their home is to be a school in which their children shall be prepared for
the courts above. Let their words be right words. No words which their
children should not hear are to escape their lips. Let the spirit be kept
free from irritation. Parents, during the week live as in the sight of a holy
God, who has given you children to train for Him. Train for Him the little
church in your home, that on the Sabbath all may be prepared to wor-
ship in the Lord’s sanctuary. Each morning and evening present your
children to God as His blood-bought heritage. Teach them that it is their
highest duty and privilege to love and serve God. . . .

When the Sabbath is thus remembered, the temporal will not be
allowed to encroach upon the spiritual. No duty pertaining to the six
working days will be left for the Sabbath. During the week our ener-
gies will not be so exhausted in temporal labor that on the day when
the Lord rested and was refreshed we shall be too weary to engage in
His service.

While preparation for the Sabbath is to be made all through the
week, Friday is to be the special preparation day. Through Moses the
Lord said to the children of Israel: “Tomorrow is the rest of the holy
Sabbath unto the Lord: bake that which ye will bake today, and seethe
that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be
kept until the morning.” “And the people went about, and gathered it
[the manna], and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in
pans, and made cakes of it.” Exodus 16:23; Numbers 11:8. There was
something to be done in preparing the heaven-sent bread for the children
of Israel. The Lord told them that this work must be done on Friday, the
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preparation day. This was a test to them. God desired to see whether or
not they would keep the Sabbath holy.

This direction from the lips of Jehovah is for our instruction. The
Bible is a perfect guide, and if its pages are prayerfully studied by hearts
willing to understand, none need err upon this question.

Many need instruction as to how they should appear in the assem-
bly for worship on the Sabbath. They are not to enter the presence of
God in the common clothing worn during the week. All should have a
special Sabbath suit, to be worn when attending service in God’s house.
While we should not conform to worldly fashions, we are not to be
indifferent in regard to our outward appearance. We are to be neat and
trim, though without adornment. The children of God should be pure
within and without.

On Friday let the preparation for the Sabbath be completed. See
that all the clothing is in readiness and that all the cooking is done. Let
the boots be blacked and the baths be taken. . . . Before the setting of
the sun let all secular work be laid aside and all secular papers be put out
of sight. . . .

We should jealously guard the edges of the Sabbath. Remember
that every moment is consecrated, holy time. Whenever it is possible,
employers should give their workers the hours from Friday noon until
the beginning of the Sabbath. . . .

There is another work that should receive attention on the prepara-
tion day. On this day all differences between brethren, whether in the
family or in the church, should be put away. Let all bitterness and wrath
and malice be expelled from the soul. . . .

Before the Sabbath begins, the mind as well as the body should be
withdrawn from worldly business. . . . We should each Sabbath reckon
with our souls to see whether the week that has ended has brought
spiritual gain or loss.

It means eternal salvation to keep the Sabbath holy unto the Lord.
God says: “Them that honor Me I will honor.” 1 Samuel 2:30.

The Sabbath in the Home
Before the setting of the sun let the members of the family as-

semble to read God’s word, to sing and pray. There is need of reform
here, for many have been remiss. We need to confess to God and to one
another. We should begin anew to make special arrangements that ev-
ery member of the family may be prepared to honor the day which God

THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH
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has blessed and sanctified.
Let not the precious hours of the Sabbath be wasted in bed. On

Sabbath morning the family should be astir early. If they rise late, there
is confusion and bustle in preparing for breakfast and Sabbath school.
There is hurrying, jostling, and impatience. . . .

We should not provide for the Sabbath a more liberal supply or a
greater variety of food than for other days. Instead of this the food
should be more simple, and less should be eaten, in order that the mind
may be clear and vigorous to comprehend spiritual things. Overeating
befogs the brain. The most precious words may be heard and not appre-
ciated, because the mind is confused by an improper diet. By overeating
on the Sabbath, many have done more than they think to dishonor God.

While cooking upon the Sabbath should be avoided, it is not neces-
sary to eat cold food. In cold weather let the food prepared the day
before be heated. And let the meals, though simple, be palatable and
attractive. Provide something that will be regarded as a treat, something
the family do not have every day.

At family worship let the children take a part. Let all bring their
Bibles and each read a verse or two. Then let some familiar hymn be
sung, followed by prayer. For this, Christ has given a model. The Lord's
Prayer was not intended to be repeated merely as a form, but it is an
illustration of what our prayers should be--simple, earnest, and compre-
hensive. In a simple petition tell the Lord your needs and express grati-
tude for His mercies. Thus you invite Jesus as a welcome guest into
your home and heart. . . .

The Sabbath school and the meeting for worship occupy only a
part of the Sabbath. The portion remaining to the family may be made
the most sacred and precious season of all the Sabbath hours. Much of
this time parents should spend with their children. In many families the
younger children are left to themselves to find entertainment as best
they can. Left alone, the children soon be come restless and begin to
play or engage in some kind of mischief. Thus the Sabbath has to them
no sacred significance.

In pleasant weather let parents walk with their children in the fields
and groves. Amid the beautiful things of nature tell them the reason for
the institution of the Sabbath. . . .

Tell them of the way of salvation; how “God so loved the world,
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. Let the sweet
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story of Bethlehem be repeated. Present before the children Jesus, as a
child obedient to His parents, as a youth faithful and industrious, helping
to support the family. Thus you can teach them that the Saviour knows
the trials, perplexities, and temptations, the hopes and joys, of the young,
and that He can give them sympathy and help. From time to time read
with them the interesting stories in Bible history. Question as to what
they have learned in the Sabbath school, and study with them the next
Sabbath's lesson.

As the sun goes down, let the voice of prayer and the hymn of
praise mark the close of the sacred hours and invite God’s presence
through the cares of the week of labor.

Thus parents can make the Sabbath, as it should be, the most joyful
day of the week. They can lead their children to regard it as a delight,
the day of days, the holy of the Lord, honorable.  I counsel you, my
brethren and sisters: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” If
you desire your children to observe the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment, you must teach them by both precept and example. The
deep engraving of truth in the heart is never wholly effaced. It may be
obscured, but can never be obliterated. The impressions made in early
life will be seen in afteryears. Circumstances may occur to separate the
children from their parents and their home, but as long as they live the
instruction given in childhood and youth will be a blessing.

Traveling on the Sabbath
If we desire the blessing promised to the obedient, we must ob-

serve the Sabbath more strictly. I fear that we often travel on this day
when it might be avoided. In harmony with the light which the Lord has
given in regard to the observance of the Sabbath, we should be more
careful about traveling on the boats or cars on this day. In these matters
we should set a right example before our children and youth. In order to
reach the churches that need our help, and to give them the message
that God desires them to hear, it may be necessary for us to travel on the
Sabbath; but so far as possible we should secure our tickets and make
all necessary arrangements on some other day. When starting on a jour-
ney we should make every possible effort to plan so as to avoid reach-
ing our destination on the Sabbath.

When compelled to travel on the Sabbath we should try to avoid the
company of those who would draw our attention to worldly things. We
should keep our minds stayed upon God and commune with Him. . . .

THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH
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Sabbath Meetings
Christ has said: “Where two or three are gathered together in My

name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20. Wherever
there are as many as two or three believers, let them meet together on
the Sabbath to claim the Lord’s promise. . . .

The preaching at our Sabbath meetings should generally be short.
Opportunity should be given for those who love God to express their
gratitude and adoration.

When the church is without a minister, someone should be appointed
as leader of the meeting. But it is not necessary for him to preach a
sermon or to occupy a large part of the time of service. A short, interest-
ing Bible reading will often be of greater benefit than a sermon. And this
can be followed by a meeting for prayer and testimony. . . .

Let none come to the place of worship to take a nap. There should
be no sleeping in the house of God. You do not fall asleep when engaged
in your temporal business, because you have an interest in your work.
Shall we allow the service which involves eternal interests to be placed
on a lower level than the temporal affairs of life? . . .

All heaven is keeping the Sabbath, but not in a listless, do-nothing
way. On this day every energy of the soul should be awake, for are
we not to meet with God and with Christ our Saviour? We may behold
Him by faith. He is longing to refresh and bless every soul.

Everyone should feel that he has a part to act in making the Sab-
bath meetings interesting. You are not to come together simply as a
matter of form, but for the interchange of thought, for the relation of
your daily experiences, for the expression of thanksgiving, for the ut-
terance of your sincere desire for divine enlightenment, that you may
know God, and Jesus Christ, whom He has sent. Communing together
in regard to Christ will strengthen the soul for life’s trials and conflicts.
Never think that you can be Christians and yet withdraw yourselves
within yourselves. Each one is a part of the great web of humanity,
and the experience of each will be largely determined by the experi-
ence of his associates. . . .

We must carry to every religious gathering a quickened spiritual
consciousness that God and His angels are there, cooperating with all
true worshipers. As you enter the place of worship, ask the Lord to
remove all evil from your heart. Bring to His house only that which He
can bless. Kneel before God in His temple, and consecrate to Him His
own, which He has purchased with the blood of Christ. Pray for the
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speaker or the leader of the meeting. Pray that great blessing may come
through the one who is to hold forth the word of life. Strive earnestly to
lay hold of a blessing for yourself.

God will bless all who thus prepare themselves for His service.
They will understand what it means to have the assurance of the Spirit
because they have received Christ by faith. . . .

While we are exhorted not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together, these assemblies are not to be merely for our own refresh-
ing. We are to be inspired with greater zeal to impart the consolation
we have received. It is our duty to be very jealous for the glory of God
and to bring no evil report, even by the sadness of the countenance or
by ill-advised words, as if the requirements of God were a restriction
upon our liberty. Even in this world of sorrow, disappointment, and sin
the Lord desires us to be cheerful, and strong in His strength. The
whole person is privileged to bear a decided testimony in every line. In
features, in temper, in words, in character, we are to witness that the
service of God is good. . . .

The church of God below is one with the church of God above.
Believers on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen
constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the
assemblies of the saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner
court of heaven they listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ
in the outer court on earth, and the praise and thanksgiving from the
worshipers below is taken up in the heavenly anthem, and praise and
rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ has not died
in vain for the fallen sons of Adam. While angels drink from the foun-
tainhead, the saints on earth drink of the pure streams flowing from the
throne, the streams that make glad the city of our God. . . .

The church of God below is one with the church of God above.
Believers on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen
constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the
assemblies of the saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the
inner court of heaven they listen to the testimony of the witnesses for
Christ in the outer court on earth, and the praise and thanksgiving
from the worshipers below is taken up in the heavenly anthem, and
praise and rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ
has not died in vain for the fallen sons of Adam. While angels drink
from the fountainhead, the saints on earth drink of the pure streams
flowing from the throne, the streams that make glad the city of our
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God. Oh, that we could all realize the nearness of heaven to earth!
When the earthborn children know it not, they have angels of light as
their companions. A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seek-
ing to draw that soul to Christ. As long as there is hope, until men
resist the Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin, they are guarded by heav-
enly intelligences. Let us all bear in mind that in every assembly of the
saints below are angels of God, listening to the testimonies, songs, and
prayers. Let us remember that our praises are supplemented by the
choirs of the angelic host above. . . .

God teaches that we should assemble in His house to cultivate
the attributes of perfect love. This will fit the dwellers of earth for the
mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for all who love Him. There
they will assemble in the sanctuary from Sabbath to Sabbath, from
one new moon to another, to unite in loftiest strains of song, in praise
and thanksgiving to Him who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb for
ever and ever.
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marked benefit.
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IN THE PAGES of this book,
author and revivalist Ron
Spear addresses the question,
Is the Church retreating to-
ward Egypt? God has given us
the answer:

“The church has turned
back from following Christ her
Leader and is steadily retreat-
ing toward Egypt. Yet few are
alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power.
Doubt, and even disbelief of
the testimonies of the Spirit of
God, is leavening our
churches everywhere. Satan
would have it thus. Ministers
who preach self instead of
Christ would have it thus. The

testimonies are unread and unappreciated. God has spoken to you.
Light has been shining from His word and from the testimonies,
and both have been slighted and disregarded. The result is appar-
ent in the lack of purity and devotion and earnest faith among us.

“Let each put the question to his own heart: "How have we
fallen into this state of spiritual feebleness and dissension? Have
we not brought upon ourselves the frown of God because our
actions do not correspond with our faith? Have we not been seek-
ing the friendship and applause of the world rather than the pres-
ence of Christ and a deeper knowledge of His will?” Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 5, 217–218.

Are you headed for the heavenly Canaan—or are you re-
treating toward Egypt? This is the question to prayerfully con-
sider as you study the pages of this book.

Place your orders for this book at Hope International
Special prices are in effect to facilitate wide distribution to

pastors, administrators, and laity.
1 – 20 copies: $3.00 each; 21– 49 copies: $2.50 each

50+ copies: $2.00 each

Call 1-800-468-7884 for shipping information,
and to place your orders.
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Prophetic War on Terrorism

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: Beat your
plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the

weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen,
and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty

ones to come down, O LORD.
Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat:

for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the
sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down;

for the press is full, the vats overflow; for their wickedness is great.
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision:

for the day of the LORD is near
in the valley of decision. Joel 3:9–14.

Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury,
a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head

of the wicked. Jeremiah 30:23.

Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words,
and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter his

voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation;
he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the

inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall come even to the ends of the
earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead

with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the
LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from
nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the

coasts of the earth. And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not

be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung
upon the ground. Jeremiah 25:30–33.

All these are the beginning of sorrows. Matthew 24:8.

The war on terrorism may very well be the beginning of sorrows
which will lead to the enforcement of Sunday laws and

the close of probation.




