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PREFACE

students at La Sierra College were taking a course in Church

His-tory, taught by Dr. Keld J. Reynolds. At that time Dr. Reynolds
wastheA cademic Dean of the college. Helater became Educational
Secretary of the General Conference.

Onthisparticular morning hewaslecturing the class about the Je-
suits. Hedescribed their origin, their history, and their specificfunction
inthe Roman Catholic Church. According to him, they werethe Se-
cret Service of the Catholic Church, who kept the Vatican well in-
formed about theaffairsof al nations, and dl churches. Thiswasdone,
he said, by al of the known methods of spying, and especialy by
infiltration.

They patiently and adroitly maneuvered to get their agentsinto dl
churches, eveninto leadership positions. So, hesaid, thereare Jesuits
inevery denomination, and doubtlessin our own denomination aswell.

Thiswasashock to me. Theideathat aJesuit could infiltrate our
church, carefully work hisway up to aposition of leadership, and then
usehisinfluenceto createevil inthe church, seemed smply incredible.

But that wasin theyear 1945. Thisistheyear 2003, and | have
retired fromforty yearsof ministry inthe Seventh-day Adventist Church.
| nolonger have any doubt that Dr. Reynolds's statement was accu-
rate and true.

| have watched in dumb-founded amazement as personsin high
officein our church have supported and even introduced changesin
our theology, from truth to cunningly disguised falsehood. They have
labored tolower our standards, and to bring worldly proceduresinto
our worship services. And they have demonstrated great zeal intheir
attemptsto destroy faithinthe Spirit of Prophecy. They recognizeit as
their greatest enemy. These activitiesarewel | worthy of the Jesuits,
and would bring them high commendation from the Vatican.

| have not been alonein my observations. Ron Spear hashad an
experiencesmilar to mine, he hasmade observationssimilar tomine,

I T WAStheyear 1945, inthe month of May. The Senior theology
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Chapter One

ToBe A CHRISTIAN

titleto betakenlightly. Inredlity, it requiresmorethan bearing
aname, however gloriousthat opportunity is.

To bea Christian meansto correctly represent Christ through a
reproduction of Hischaracter in our daily lives. To accept the call
to be a Christian and thusto be an heir of eternal lifein Christ’s
kingdom of glory, isto embark on alife of total surrender of our
ownwill to thewill of Christ. For fallen, sinful mankind to bere-
stored to Paradise, he must, by God' s grace, demonstrate awhole-
hearted willingnessto abide by the conditions placed upon Adam
and Eve beforethe Fall.

Thegospel, which we must experience and al so communicate to
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, isnot achangeintherules
which governed Adam and Evein Eden, itisnot an exemptionplanfor
defective behavior and characters. The gospel is God's plan for ac-
cepting surrendered, corrupt, fallen characters, pardoning their past,
and then transforming theminto representativesin thispresent life of
the character of His Son Christ Jesus. Only such born-again Christians
aretruly Chrigtians—Christ like.

TO BEA CHRISTIAN, tobecalled by Christ’sname, isnot a

Christ doesnot lessen the claimsof thelaw. In unmistak-
ablelanguage He presents obedienceto it asthe condition of
eterna life—the same condition that wasrequired of Adam
beforehisfall. The Lord expectsno lessof the soul now than
Heexpected of manin Paradise, perfect obedience, unblem-
ished righteousness. Therequirement under the covenant of
graceisjust as broad asthe requirement made in Eden—
harmony with God’s law, which is holy, just, and good.
Christ’s Object Lessons, 391.

11
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Thegospd isnot alowering of the Old Testament standards:

Itisadangeroustheory that |leads mento declarethat all
that isnecessary to salvationisto smply believein Christ,
whiledisregarding Hisplain commands. Thegospel isnot
the Old Testament standard lowered, it requiresfaith that
worksrighteousness, that keepsthe commandmentsof God.
Saystheapostle, “Thisisthelove of God that we keep his
commandments, and hiscommandmentsare not grievous.”
Whenmendamtobesavedwhilelivinginviolationof God's
law, they claimthat towhichthey havenoright. Their sva
tionisnot assured, but they are deceived by thefa sehood of
theevil one. The same sophistry isindulged, thesamelie
repeated by men, aswasfirst spoken in Eden through the
mediumship of the serpent. Though the medium ischanged,
the sentiment is the same. Sgns of the Times, May 12,
1890.

Full obedienceisrequired of man, just asof angels:

Itistransgressioninthelittlethingsthat first leadsthe soul
away from God. By their onesinin partaking of theforbid-
denfruit, Adam and Eve opened the floodgates of woe upon
the world. Some may regard that transgression as avery
littlething, but we seethat its consequences were anything
but small. Theangelsin heaven haveawider and moreel-
evated sphereof actionthanwe, but right with themand right
with usare oneand the samething. Testimonies, val. 4, 573.

Obedience and submission arethe conditionsfor eternal life. The
wagesof sniseterna desath:

Obedienceand submissionto God'srequirementsarethe
conditions given by theinspired apostle by which we be-
come children of God, membersof theroyal family. Every
child and youth, every man and woman, has Jesus rescued
by Hisown blood from the abyssof ruintowhich Satanwas
compellingthemto go. Because sinnerswill not accept of the
salvation freely offered them, arethey released fromtheir
obligations? Their choosingtoremaininsinand bold trans-
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gression does not lessen their guilt. Jesus paid apricefor
them, and they belong to Him. They are His property; and if
they will not yield obedienceto Himwho hasgiven Hislife
for them, but devotetheir timeand strength and talentsto the
serviceof Satan, they areearning their wages, whichisdesth.
Immortal glory and eternal lifeisthereward that our Re-
deemer offersto thosewho will be obedient to Him. Hehas
made it possible for them to perfect Christian character
through Hisnameand to overcome on their own account as
Heovercameintheir behaf. Hehasgiventhem an example
inHisownlife, showing them how they may overcome. “The
wagesof snisdegath; but thegift of Godiseternd lifethrough
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ibid., vol. 3, 365.

Satan knowsthat oneunrepented of sndisqudifiesusasChrigtians
and of eternd life. Heknowsthat even“ alittledisobedience’ ruinsour
otherwisechain of perfect obedienceto God:

Satanwill comein many waysto tempt the soul away from
Chrigt. Hewill first tel youthat you aregood enough of yoursdf;
that you do not need awork of reformationwrought for you. He
will suggest toyouthat you havemade but few mistakesinyour
life, and that thesewill be overba anced by thegood you have
done. If you havelived suchalifeashewould makeyou bdieve
you have, itwould belikeachanwithunsoundlinksinit, wholly
worthless. Onesinunrepented of isenoughto closethegatesof
heaven against you. It was because man could not be saved
withonegtanaof snuponhim, thet JesuscametodieonCavary’s
cross. Sgnsof the Times, March 17, 1890.

Wemay flaiter oursalvesthat wearefreefrommany things
of which othersareguilty; but if we have some strong points
of character, and but onewesk point, thereisyet acommun-
ion between sinand thesoul. Theheartisdividedinitsser-
vice, and says, “ Some of self and someof Thee.” Thechild
of God must search out the sin which he has petted and in-
dulged himsedlf in, and permit God to cut it out of hisheart.
Hemust overcomethat onesin; for itisnot atrifling matter in
the sight of God. Messagesto Young People, 91.



14 Our GREATEST NEED

Onewillful snslencesthe Holy Spirit and removes God'sblessing:

L et none decel vethemsaveswith thebelief that God will
pardon and blessthem whilethey aretrampling upon one of
Hisrequirements. Thewillful commission of aknownsins-
lencesthe witnessing voice of the Spirit, and separatesthe
soul from God. Ibid., 114.

Onecherished snmakesusarepresentative of Satan rather than of
Chrid:

Worldly policy and theundeviating principlesof righteous-
nessdo not blendinto each other imperceptibly, likethecol-
ors of the rainbow. Between thetwo abroad, clear lineis
drawn by theeternal God. Thelikenessof Christ standsout
asdistinct fromthat of Satan asmidday in contrast with mid-
night. And only thosewho livethelifeof Christ areHisco-
workers. If onesinischerished in the soul, or onewrong
practiceretainedinthelife, thewholebeingiscontaminated.
Theman becomesaninstrument of unrighteousness. TheDe-
sireof Ages, 313. All emphases supplied unless otherwise
noted.

Indeed, Satan’ smost camouflaged and effective decoy isthe pro-
fessed Christianwho fostersbut onesin:

Thestrongest bulwark of vicein our worldisnot theinig-
uitouslifeof the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast;
itisthat lifewhich otherwise appearsvirtuous, honorable,
and noble, butinwhich onesinisfostered, oneviceindulged.
Tothesoul that isstrugglingin secret againgt somegiant temp-
tation, trembling upon thevery verge of the precipice, such
an exampleisone of themost powerful enticementsto sin.
Hewho, endowed with high conceptionsof lifeand truthand
honor, doesyet willfully transgressone precept of God'sholy
law, hasperverted Hisnoblegiftsinto alureto sin. Genius,
talent, sympathy, even generous and kindly deeds, may be-
come decoys of Satan to entice other soulsover the preci-
piceof ruinfor thislifeand thelifeto come. ThoughtsFrom
the Mount of Blessings, 94-95.
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Wewiill never besaintsin heaven unlesswearefirs saintshere:

Therearemany, many, professed Chrisianswho arewait-
ing unconcernedly for the coming of theLord. They havenot
onthegarment of Hisrighteousness. They may professto be
children of God, but they arenot cleansedfromsin. They are
sfishand sdf-aufficient. Their experienceisChrigtless. They
neither love God supremely nor their neighbor asthemsalves.
They havenotrueideaof what congtitutesholiness. They do
not seethe defectsin themselves. So blinded arethey, that
they are not ableto detect the subtle working of prideand
iniquity. They arecladintheragsof self- righteousness, and
stricken with spiritual blindness. Satan has cast hisshadow
between them and Chrigt, and they have no wishto study the
pure, holy character of the Saviour.

Thosewho do not become saints here can never be saints
in heaven. Review and Herald, February 26, 1901.

TobeaChristian meansto obey and follow Christ’sdirectives:.

Ungodlinessisnot Chrigtianity. Do not think that you can
stand under the blood-stained banner of Prince Emmanuel
unlessasfaithful soldiersyou obey Hisorders. Inword and
actionyoumust say, “l amaChristian.” Ibid., December 31,
1901.

Tofollow Christ means. . . torender obedience. Weare
under service to God, and we must obey His commands.
No soldier iscounted afollower of hiscommander unlesshe
obeyshisgenera’sorders. Ibid., August 21, 1894.

Chrigtianity issmply living by every word that proceed-
eth out of the mouth of God. Faith and Works, 122.

We must follow the directions given through the Spirit
of prophecy. We must love and obey thetruth for thistime.
Thiswill save usfrom accepting strong delusions. God has
gpoken to usthrough HisWord. He has spoken to usthrough
the Testimoniesto the church, and through the books that
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have hel ped to makeplain our present duty and the position
that we should now occupy. Testimonies, vol. 8, 298.

If we are not obeying Christ's commands, we are being used of
Satan:

Those who would at last be victorious must meet and
conquer theforces of Satan, who with fierce determination
opposesevery step of advance.

They must meet avigilant foe, acrafty enemy who never
deegps, andwhotriesuntiringly to underminethefath of God's
servantsand to induce themto carry out plansof hismaking.
Hedeclaresthat these planswill advance God swork, when
inredity they arepart of hisinsdiousdevisngsandwill sepa-
ratefromthe Lord’s cause thosewho follow them.

Weareto stand dwayson guard, for theenemy isworking
withall deca vablenessof unrighteousness. Hehaslegionsunder
hiscontrol, emissariesof evil, who cooperatewiththeir leader
for the deception and destruction of the humanrace. Satanis
capableof exercising great subtlety, andwhilemendegpheis
awake. Thosewho areoff their guard areingreat danger. Itis
not safeto be presumptuous, to ignore Satan’ sshrewdness, or
tofall tohaveacorrect esimateof theeffortsthat wemust make
if weescapebeing takeninhissnare. Itisafact that many de-
ceivershave goneout into theworld, and unlesswe obey our
Captain’sorders, we shal be used by Satan to serve hispur-
poses. Manuscript Releases, val. 20, 28.

Disobedienceleaves us defense essbefore Satan and hisagents:

When Balaamwascalled to cursethe Hebrews he could
not, by al hisenchantments, bring evil upon them; for the
Lord had not “beheldiniquity in Jacob,” neither had He* seen
perverseness in Isragl.” Numbers 23:21, 23. But when
through yielding to temptation they transgressed God'slaw,
their defense departed from them. When the people of God
arefaithful to Hiscommandments, “ thereisno enchantment
againgt Jacob, neither isthereany divination againgt Isradl.”
Hence all the power and wily arts of Satan are exerted to
seducetheminto sin. If thosewho professto be the deposi-
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taries of God'slaw become transgressors of its precepts,
they separatethemsavesfrom God, and they will beunable
to stand beforetheir enemies. Patriarchsand Prophets, 457.

At our baptism, we solemnly vowed to be obedient to every word
from the mouth of God:

By our baptisma pledgewe avouched and solemnly con-
fessedthe L ord Jehovah asour Ruler. Wevirtudly took asol-
emn oath, inthenameof the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghog, that henceforth our liveswould bemergedintothe
lifeof thesethreegreat agencies thet thelifeweshouldliveinthe
fleshwould belivedinfaithful obedienceto God' ssacred law.
Wededared oursdvesdeed, and our lifehidwith Christin God,
that henceforthwe should wak with Himin newnessof life, as
men andwomen having experiencedthenew birth. Weacknowl-
edged God'scovenant with us, and pledged oursal vesto seek
thosethingswhich areabove, where Christ sitteth ontheright
hand of God. By our profession of faithweacknowledged the
Lordasour God, andyiel ded oursdvesto obey Hiscommand-
ments. By obedienceto God' sWord wetestify beforeangels
and menthat welive by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God. Manuscript Releases, val. 1, 118.

Yes, tofollow Chrigt, to beaChristian, meansto obey every word
that proceedeth out of Hismouth. Only thus can wereach heaven:

To believein Christ, wemust cometo Christ and follow
Him. Repentancetoward God meansthe confession and for-
saking of al sin. It meanslaying hold of Christ asapersona
Saviour, and continuing to hold fast to Him asthe chief good.
Heisour Prince, our Saviour. Only through Him can we
approach the Father. Loving Him day by day and hour by
hour, eating Hisflesh and drinking Hisblood, taking Him as
theman of our counsd, living by every word that proceedeth
out of Hismouth—only thus can we reach heaven. Review
and Herald, August 13, 1901.
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Chapter Two

CHRIST SPEAKSTO HisEND TiME CHURCH

revealed will hasalwaysbeen the condition for retaining or

receiving God'sapproval and eternal life. The conditionfor
salvation, sincetheFal, hasremained constant throughout al genera-
tions. Also, sncetheFall, theonly way of meeting those conditionshas
been through the pardoning, enabling, and transforming grace of Jesus
Chrigt. Theonly variablein the equation of salvationisthevolume of
God'swill, theamount of light, givento any generation.

Seventh-day Adventistsare God'sremnant people. Weareliving
intheend of thisfalenworld sexistence. Through the Bible, wehave
theaccumulated light of God'ssix-thousand yearsof dedlingwith sin-
ful man. Each of theancient prophets spoke morefor our day than for
theirs, and the history of God's people down through the ages has
been recorded for our admonition, for our benefit.

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own
timethanfor ours, so that their prophesyingisinforcefor us.
“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
andthey arewritten for our admonition, uponwhomtheends
of theworld arecome” 1 Corinthians10:11. “Not unto them-
selves, but unto usthey did minister thethings, which are
now reported unto you by them that have preached thegos-
pel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
which thingsthe angelsdesireto ook into” 1 Peter 1:12.
Selected Messages, book, 3, 338.

Q SWASPOINTED OUT, perfect obedienceto all of God's

Thegloriousbeamsof continudly-increasinglight areall
concentrated in our time. Sgns of the Times, January 13,
1898.

19
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Thefollowing graphically describesthispurpose of the Holy Scrip-
tures

Thetravesof thechildren of |sradl arefaithfully described;
the deliverancewhich the Lord wrought for them, their per-
fect organization and specia order, their sinin murmuring
against Moses and thus against God, their transgressions,
their rebellions, their punishments, their carcassesstrewnin
thewildernessbecause of their unwillingnessto submit to
God’ swise arrangements—thisfaithful pictureishung up
beforeusasawarning lest wefollow their exampleof dis-
obedience, and fall likethem. Gospel Workers, 1892 edi-
tion, 159-160.

Theexperiencesof God'sfaithful in past agesareto bean encour-
agementtous.

TheBiblehasbeenyour study-book. Itiswell thus, foritis
thetruecounsdl of God, anditistheconductor of all theholy
influencesthat theworld has contained sinceitscreation. We
have the encouraging record that Enoch walked with God. If
Enochwakedwith God, inthat degenerateagejudt prior tothe
destruction of theworld by aflood, weareto receive courage
and be stimul ated with hisexampl e that we need not be con-
taminated withtheworld but, amid al itscorrupting influences
andtendencies, wemay wa k with God. Wemay havethemind
of Christ. Sdlected Messages, book, 3, 338.

God’s Latest Messenger

Yes, God communicatesHiswill to Hisend time peoplethrough dl
of the recorded prophets of the past. In addition, He speaks to us
through His specia messenger for our day—Ellen G White. Her min-
istry—Christ’smessagesthrough her—isone of theevidencesof our
being Christ’sRemnant Church:

And thedragon waswroth with thewoman, and went to
makewar with theremnant of her seed, which keepthecom-
mandmentsof God, and havethetestimony of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 12:17.
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Just as God called Mosesto guide ancient Israel from slavery to
freedominthe earthly Canaan, just sodid God call Ellen G Whiteto
be His prophet and messenger to lead Hisremnant church into the
heavenly Canaan. Repeatedly Ellen White asserted that her writings
and messages to the Seventh-day Adventist Church were from the
Lord. In Publishing Ministry, 172, sherefersto her counselsto lead-
ersof thepublishingwork at Battle Creek as*theword of God, given
inthe Testimoniesof HisHoly Spirit.”

Just as Jesus spoke through Hismessenger Moses, ddlineating His
will for nearly every aspect of ancient |sragl’ s corporate and persona
lives, just so hasHe communicated Hiswill tomodernIsradl. Persis-
tencein rgecting any part of Christ’smessagesthrough Moseswas
identified by God asstiff-necked rebellion. Soitisinmodern Isragl.
Topersistin neglecting or rgjecting any part of the Testimony of Jesus
through E. G White, beit regarding our corporate or persond lives, is
rejection of Christ and endsin loss of God's blessings and hope of
eternd life,

Christ speaksto His people today just as earnestly through the
Testimoniesas He did through the apostles and prophets of the past:

Inancient times God spoketo men by themouth of proph-
ets and apostles. In these days He speaks to them by the
testimoniesof His Spirit. Therewasnever atimewhen God
instructed His people more earnestly than Heinstructsthem
now concerning Hiswill and the coursethat Hewould have
them pursue. But will they profit by Histeachings?will they
receive Hisreproofs and heed Hiswarnings? God will ac-
cept of no partial obedience; Hewill sanction no compro-
misewith self. Testimonies, vol. 4, 147-148.

Thosewho, by word and/or examplelessenthefaith of God'speople
inthe Testimony of Jesusareinrebellion againgt God:

My brethren, beware of the evil heart of unbelief. The
word of Godisplainand closeinitsrestrictions; it interferes
with your selfishindulgence; therefore you do not obey it.
Thetestimoniesof His Spirit call your atention to the Scrip-
tures, point out your defects of character, and rebuke your
sins; therefore you do not heed them. And to justify your
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carnal, ease-loving course you begin to doubt whether the
testimoniesarefrom God. If youwould obey their teachings
youwouldbeassured of their divineorigin. Remember, your
unbelief doesnot affect their truthfulness. If they arefrom
God they will stand. Those who seek to lessen thefaith of
God’s peoplein these testimonies, which have beeninthe
churchfor thelast thirty-ax years[writtenin 1882], arefighting
against God. Itisnot theinstrument whom you slight and
insult, but God, who has spoken to you in these warnings
and reproofs. Ibid., vol. 5, 234-235.

The balance of many soulswill betippedinthewrong direction by
thosewho have asettled unbdlief in the messages of the Testimony of
Jesus.

Satan hopesto involvethe remnant people of Godinthe
genera ruinthat iscoming upon the earth. Asthe coming of
Christ drawsnigh, hewill be more determined and decisive
inhiseffortsto overthrow them. Men and womenwill arise
professing to have somenew light or somenew revelation
whosetendency isto unsettlefaithintheold landmarks. Thelr
doctrineswill not bear thetest of God'sword, yet soulswill
be deceived. Falsereportswill becirculated, and somewill
betakeninthissnare. They will believetheserumorsandin
their turnwill repeat them, and thusalink will beormed con-
necting themwiththearchdeceiver. Thisspirit will not dways
be manifested in an open defiance of themessagesthat God
sends, but asettled unbelief isexpressed in many ways. Ev-
ery false statement that is made feeds and strengthensthis
unbelief, and through thismeansmany soulswill beba anced
inthewrong direction. Ibid., 295-296.

We should not therefore be surprised that Satan’sfinal deception
for usasapeopleis, by oneway or another, to make of none effect the
testimony of theHoly Spirit:

Satanis. . . congtantly pressing inthe spurious—tolead
away fromthetruth. Thevery last deception of Satanwill be
to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God.
“Wherethereisno vison, thepeopleperish” Proverbs29:18.
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Satanwill work ingenioudy, in different waysand through
different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God'srem-
nant peopleinthetruetestimony.

Therewill beahatred kindled againgt thetestimonieswhich
issatanic. Theworkingsof Satanwill beto unsettlethefaith
of the churchesinthem, for thisreason: Satan cannot have so
clear atrack to bring in hisdeceptionsand bind up soulsin
hisdeusionsif thewarningsand reproofsand counselsof the
Spirit of God are heeded. Sel ected Messages, book 1, 48.

Yes, Jesus Christ has spoken through Hismessenger E. G White
and we neglect and reject Hisdirectivesat the peril of our personal
and corporatelives.

God hasindeed blessed Seventh-day Adventistswith aflood of
light unimaginable by previousgenerations. Itisestimated that Ellen
White, over aperiod of some70years, penned some 25 millionwords
of instruction, thefruitage of over 2,000 visonsand dresmsfromthe
Lord. Jesus Christ hasthusfocused aflood-light of truth and guidance
upon Hisend time people. Not only are Hisdirectivesthrough Ellen
White aflood-light due to their volume, but also dueto their wide
availability and ease of access, at |east in devel oped countries.

Ancient | srael was dependent largely upon the public reading of the
writings of Moses and the other Old Testament prophets, and their
memories, for aknowledge of God'swill. There were no printing
presses, duplicators, photo copiers, or even carbon copy paper. Ev-
ery portion of Scripture had to be laboriously copied by hand and
individually copy edited. And yet, under what we consider very primi-
tive conditions, Israel was held accountablefor thelight sent them.
Today, most familieshave severa copiesof theentire Bible, and usu-
dlyinseverd versons. Not only arethey intheprinted formbut soin
audio form on tapes and CDs. Not even the frenetic, time-pressed
modern life styleisan excusefor not knowing God’ sWord. Indeed,
thewordsof the Lord recorded in Habakkuk 2:2 aretruein our day:

Writethevision, and makeit plain upon tables, that he
may runthat readethit.

Thesameistrueof the Testimony of Jesusthrough Hismessenger Ellen
G White. Over sixty printed booksarein circulation and includereprints
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of her periodicd atides All of her publishedwritings dongwiththeBible,
are conveniently available onan economica CD. With only afew key
strokeson our computerswecan bring up al of the published counsdl sof
theLord onany subject. Many of her writingsareaso availableonaudio
tapesand audio CDs. Asbusy as Seventh-day Adventiststendto be, God
isleaving uswithout excusefor not knowing Hiswill regarding nearly every
agpect of our individua and corporatelives.

Unto whomsoever muchisgiven, of him shall bemuch
required. Luke 12:48.

Yes, Christ has spoken to Seventh-day Adventists more than to
any other of His chosen people. He has spoken to us through His
Word—the Old and the New Testament Scriptures. He has al so spo-
kenvoluminoudly to usthrough Hismessenger E. G White. Hiscom-
municationsto Hisend time people arereadily availablein printed,
electronic, and audibleforms. We are absol utely and totally without
excusefor not knowing and for not obeying fully Christ’sdirectives.

Periloustimesare before us. Every onewho hasaknowl-
edgeof thetruth should awake, and placehimsdlf, body, soul,
and spirit, under the discipline of God. Theenemy ison our
track. Wemust bewide awake, on our guard against him. We
must put on thewholearmor of God. We must follow the di-
rections given through the Spirit of prophecy. We must love
and obey thetruthfor thistime. Thiswill saveusfromaccepting
strong delusions. God has spoken to usthrough Hisword. He
hasgpokento usthroughthetestimoniestothechurch, andthrough
the booksthat have hel ped to make plain our present duty and
the position we should now occupy. Thewarningsthat have
been given, line upon line, precept upon precept, should be
heeded. If we disregard them, what excuse can we offer?
Gospe Workers, 308. Emphasissupplied.

The reader isreferred to the booklet |ssues at the End, 5783,
availablefrom HopeInternational, for athorough presentation of the
present importance and rel evance of the Testimony of Jesus’ writings
through Ellen G White.




Chapter Three

THE CAIN PRINCIPLE

RAGICALLY, wetendtofollow Cainin pretended, but only

partial, acceptance of Christ’sleadership. Wefail to recognize

that partial obedienceisin reality disobedience. In our per-
sond lives, andin our work for Jesus, wetend to offer Himthe* ben-
efits’ of our opinions, our wisdom, our theological training, our tried
and proven experience—thefruits of our labor—rather than render
Chrigt full and explicit obedience:

Thesetwo brothers, Cain and Abel, represent thewhole
human family. They were both tested on the point of obedi-
ence, and al will betested asthey were. Abel borethe prov-
ing of God. Herevealed the gold of arighteous character,
the principlesof truegodliness. But Cain’sreligion had not a
good foundation; it rested on human merit. He brought to
God somethinginwhich hehad apersona interest—thefruits
of the ground, which had been cultivated by histoil; and he
presented hisoffering asafavor doneto God, throughwhich
he expected to secure the divine approval. He obeyed in
building an altar, obeyedin bringing asacrifice; but it was
only apartial obedience.

Asfar ashirthandrdigiousingructionwereconcerned, these
brotherswereequd, though Cain, being thefirst-born, wasin
some respectsthefavored one. Both were sinners, and both
acknowledged thedamsof God asan object of worship. Todl
outward gppearance, their rligionwasthesameuptoacertain
point of time; but the Bible history showsusthat therewasa
timewhen thedifference between thetwo becamevery grest.
Thisdifferencelay intheobedienceof oneandthedisobedience
of the other. Sgnsof the Times, December 23, 1886.

25
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When we pick and choosein the Testimony of Jesusasto “what
portionsareinspired,” or “till relevant,” or “important,” we, likethe
majority of the Christianworld, arefollowing the principle of Cain,
whichisredly aprincipleof Satan—pretended obedience;

Cain representsthose who carry out the principlesand
worksof Satan, by worshiping Godinaway of their own
choosing. Liketheleader whom they follow, they arewilling
to render partial obedience, but not entiresubmissionto God.
Man, inthe prideof hisheart, would liketo believethat he
can confer somefavor upon God; that our heavenly Father
may bethereceiver, and not alwaysthegiver. . . .

In all agesthe multitudes have accepted the Cain prin-
ciple, and have maintained that apartial obedienceisall that
isnecessary. They have claimed aright to thefavor of God,
whiledisregarding Hispositive commands. Thisistheposi-
tion of the Christian world today. I bid.

King Saul adopted the principleof Cain and demonstrated the great
danger of human wisdom adapting the L ord’scounselsto fit “ our cir-
cumstances,” “our culture,” or our “experience’ and “wisdom.”

The L ord commanded Saul to* utterly destroy thesinners
the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be con-
sumed.”. . . But Saul had spared the king, the most wicked
and mercilessof them all; onewho had hated and destroyed
the people of God, and whose influence had been strongest
to promoteidolatry.

Saul thought he had done all that was essential of that
which the Lord commanded himto do. Perhapsheevenflat-
tered himself that he was more merciful than hisMaker, as
do some unbelieversin our day. He met Samuel with the
salutation, “ Blessed bethou of the Lord; | have performed
thecommandment of theLord.” But when the prophet asked
what meant the bleating of the sheep and thelowing of the
oxen which he heard, Saul was obliged to confessthat the
people had taken of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of
thethingswhich should have been utterly destroyed, to sac-
rificetotheLordinGilgal.
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Didthe Lord accept thisjustification of Saul’sconduct?
Was He pleased with this partial obedience, and willing to
passover thetriflethat had been neglected out of so good a
motive? Saul did what he thought was best, and would not
the Lord commend such excellent judgment? No. Said
Samuel, “Hath the Lord asgreat delight in burnt offerings
and sacrificesasin obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
to obey isbetter than sacrifice, and to hearken than thefat of
rams. For rebdllionisasthesin of witchcraft, and stubborn-
nessisasiniquity and idolatry. Becausethou hast rej ected
theword of the Lord, he hath also rejected theefrom being
king.”

Theseingtances show how God looksupon Hisprofessed
people when they obey part of His commandments while
in other respectsthey follow a cour se of their own choos-
ing. Let no oneflatter himself that apart of God'srequire-
ments are nonessential . He has placed no command in His
word that men may obey or disobey at will, and not suffer
the consequences. If men choose any other path than that of
strict obedience, they will find that “the end thereof arethe
waysof death.” Ibid., July 17, 1884. All emphases supplied
unlessotherwise noted.

The Jewish leaders, in thetime of Christ, developed the Cain
principleof pretended obedienceto avery high, salf-deceiving level.
They demonstrated the spiritually blind claim to accept and follow
God’s messengers of the past whilerejecting God's M essenger of
the present. They professed to be servants and followers of M oses,
the spokesman of Christ, whilerefusing to accept and obey Christ
Himsdf:

Chrigt’smiracleof restoring the sight of theman who had
been born blind wasaconvincing evidence of thedivinity of
Hismission. When the people saw thetransformationinthe
man, they said to him, “How werethine eyes opened?’ He
answered, “ A manthat iscaled Jesusmadecay, and anointed
mineeyes, and said unto me, Goto the pool of Siloam, and
wash: and | went and washed, and | received sight. Then
said they unto him, Whereishe?Hesaid, | know not.”
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Then they brought him to the Pharisees, and “the Phari-
seesal so asked him how he had received hissight. He said
unto them, He put clay upon mineeyes, and | washed; and
dosee”

But with hearts hardened by prejudice and unbelief, the
Phariseessaid, “ Give God the praise: we know that thisman
isasinner. Heanswered and said, Whether hebeasinner or
no, | know not: onething I know, that, whereas| wasblind,
now | see. Then said they to him again, What did heto thee?
how opened hethine eyes? Heanswered them, | havetold
you dready, and yedid not hear: whereforewould ye hear it
again?will yealso behisdisciples? Thenthey reviled him,
and said, Thou art hisdisciple; but weareMaoses disciples.
Weknow that God spake unto Moses: asfor thisfellow, we
know not fromwhenceheis.” Review and Herald, Febru-
ary 11, 1902.

When we doubt theinspiration of the Testimony of Jesusthrough
the ministry of Ellen G. White, when we pick and choose asto what
webelieveinthe Spirit of Prophecy isimportant or relevant, weare
living and working “for the Lord” according to the pretentiousprin-
cipleof Cain. Whenwe professto be Bible Christians but cannot dis-
cernthe same I nspiration inthe Testimony of Jesus, weare exhibiting
our Laodicean blindnessin echoing the position of the Jewish leaders
of Christ’sday and of themajority of Christianity today. By so doing,
weare placing our learning and our wisdom above a“thussaith the
Lord” and worshiping self and human wisdom in place of God. Yes,
we can haveour Adventist Village commemorating and reenacting the
livesof theearly pioneersand the ministry of Ellen G. White, but as
long aswe continueto refuseto obey the counsel sof the Lord through
Ellen G White, wearetragically, inredity, commemorating and reen-
acting thelives of the God-rejected leaders of ancient Israel. While
clamingtoobey Chrigt, wearesayingto Him, inregardsto Hisspokes-
woman, “Weknow not fromwhence sheis.”

Thegreat |eadersof religiousthought inthisgeneration
sound the praises and build the monuments of those who
planted the seed of truth centuries ago. Do not many turn
from thiswork to trample down the growth springing from
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the same seed today? The old cry isrepeated, “We know
that God spake unto M oses; asfor thisfellow [Christinthe
messenger He sends], we know not from whence heis.”
John 9:29. Asin earlier ages, thespecial truthsfor thistime
arefound, not with theecclesiagtical authorities, but withmen
and women who are not too learned or too wiseto believe
theword of God. Christ’s Object Lessons, 79. Thewords
inbracketsareintheoriginal.
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Chapter Four

L Essons FrRoM THE PAsT

HRIST HASRECORDED the experiencesof ancient Isradl
asimportant lessons, especially for “those upon whom the
endsof theworld arecome:”

Theapostle Paul plainly statesthat the experience of the
|sraelitesin their travel shasbeen recorded for the benefit of
thoseliving in thisage of theworld, those upon whom the
ends of the world are come. We do not consider that our
dangersare any lessthan those of the Hebrews, but greater.
Therewill betemptationsto jed ous esand murmurings, and
therewill be outspoken rebellion, asarerecorded of ancient
Israel. Therewill ever beaspirit to riseup against there-
proof of sinsand wrongs. But shall the voice of reproof be
hushed because of this?If so, we shall bein no better Situa-
tion than arethevariousdenominationsin our landwho are
afraidtotouch theerrorsand prevailing sins of the people.
Testimonies, vol. 3, 358.

Tragi

caly, wearefollowinginthesamepath aslsrad of old:

| have been shown that the spirit of theworldisfast |eav-
ening the church. You arefollowing the same path asdid

anc
call

ient |srael. Thereisthesamefaling away fromyour holy
ing asGod'speculiar people. You are having fellowship

with theunfruitful worksof darkness. Your concord with un-

beli
not

evers has provoked the Lord’ sdispleasure. You know
the thingsthat belong to your peace, and they are fast

being hidfromyour eyes. Your neglect tofollow thelight will
placeyou inamore unfavorable position than the Jawsupon
whom Christ pronounced awoe.

31
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| have been shown that unbelief in the testimonies has
been steadily increasing asthe peopl e backdide from God.
Itisall through our ranks, all over thefield. But few know
what our churchesareto experience. | saw that at present
we are under divine forbearance, but no one can say how
long thiswill continue. No one knowshow great the mercy
that has been exercised toward us. But few are heartily de-
voted to God. Thereareonly afew who, likethestarsina
tempestuous night, shine here and there among the clouds.
Ibid., vol. 5, 75-76.

Satan’ssnaresarelaid for usasverily asthey werelaid
for thechildren of Isragl just prior to their entranceinto the
land of Canaan. We arerepeating the history of that people.
Lightness, vanity, love of easeand pleasure, selfishness, and
impurity areincreasing among us. Thereisneed now of men
who arefirm and fearlessin declaring thewhole counsel of
God; menwho will not deep asdo others, but watch and be
sober. Ibid., 160.

L et usstudy someof thelessonsfrom the past:

But with many of them God was not well pleased: for
they were overthrown in thewilderness. Now thesethings
were our examples, to theintent we should not lust after evil
things, asthey also lusted. Neither beyeidolaters, aswere
some of them; asit iswritten, The people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let uscommit forni-
cation, assomeof them committed, and fell inoneday three
and twenty thousand. Neither let ustempt Christ, assome of
them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were de-
stroyed of thedestroyer. Now al thesethings happened unto
them for ensamples: and they arewritten for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of theworld are come. Whereforelet
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall. 1
Corinthians 10:5-12.
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Lessons In Health Reform

Thechurchingenera at Battle Creek have not sustained
the Ingtitute by their example. They have not honored the
light of healthreformby carryingit outintheir families. The
scknessthat hasvisited many familiesin Battle Creek need
not have been, if they had followed thelight God hasgiven
them. Likeancient Israel, they have disregarded thelight,
and could seeno more necessity of restricting their appetite
than did ancient Israel. The children of Israel would have
flesh meats, and said, asmany now say, We shall diewithout
meat. God gaverebellious|srael flesh, but Hiscurse was
withit. Thousands of them died whilethe meet they desired
was between their teeth. We have the example of ancient
Israel, and the warning for us not to do asthey did. Their
history of unbelief and rebellionisleft on record asaspecia
warning that we should not follow their example of murmur-
ing at God'srequirements. How can we passon so indiffer-
ently, choosing our own course, following the sight of our
own eyes, and departing farther and farther from God, as
did the Hebrews? God cannot do great thingsfor Hispeople
because of their hardness of heart and sinful unbelief. Coun-
selson Diet and Foods, 378-379. All emphases supplied
unlessotherwise noted.

Lessons In Education

Thenation, of which he [ Solomon] had been the pride,
followed hisleading. Though he afterward repented, his
repentance did not prevent the fruition of the evil he had
sown. Thediscipline and training that God appointed for
|srael would causethem, inall their waysof life, to differ
from the people of other nations. This peculiarity, which
should have been regarded asaspecia privilege and bless-
ing, wasto them unwelcome. Thesimplicity and self-re-
straint essential to the highest devel opment they sought to
exchange for the pomp and self-indulgence of heathen
peoples. To be“likeall the nations” (1 Samuel 8:5) was
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their ambition. God’s plan of education was set aside,
Hisauthority disowned.

Intherejection of thewaysof God for theways of men,
thedownfall of Israel began. Thusa soit continued, until the
Jewish peoplebecameaprey to the very nationswhose prac-
ticesthey had chosentofollow.

Asanationthechildren of Israel failed of receiving the
benefitsthat God desired to give them. They did not appre-
ciate Hispurpose or co-operateinitsexecution. . . .

Theexperiencesof Israel wererecorded for our instruc-
tion. . . . Withus, aswithlsragl of old, successineducation
depends on fidelity in carrying out the Creator’s plan.
Adherencetothe principlesof God swordwill bring asgreat
blessings to us as it would have brought to the Hebrew
people. Education, 49-50.

Lessons In Purity of Life

Thelsraglites, who could not be overcome by thearms
or by theenchantmentsof Midian, fell aprey to her harlots.
Suchisthe power that woman, enlisted inthe service of Sa
tan, has exerted to entrap and destroy souls. “ She hath cast
down many wounded: yea, many strong men havebeendain
by her.” Proverbs7:26. It wasthusthat the children of Seth
were seduced fromtheir integrity, and the holy seed became
corrupt. It wasthusthat Joseph wastempted. Thus Samson
betrayed hisstrength, the defense of 1sradl, into the hands of
the Philistines. Here David stumbled. And Solomon, thewis-
est of kings, who had thrice been called the beloved of his
God, becameadaveof passion, and sacrificed hisintegrity
to the same bewitching power. . . .

Satan well knowsthematerial with which he hasto deal
inthe human heart. Heknows—for hehasstudied with fiend-
ishintensity for thousands of years—the pointsmost easily
assailed in every character; and through successivegenera
tionshe haswrought to overthrow the strongest men, princes
inlsradl, by the sametemptationsthat were so successful at
Baalpeor. All dong throughthe agesthere are strewnwrecks
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of character that have been stranded upon the rocks of sen-
sual indulgence. Aswe approach the close of time, asthe
peopleof God stand upon the bordersof the heavenly Canaan,
Satanwill, asof old, redouble hiseffortsto prevent them
from entering the goodly land. Helayshissnaresfor every
soul. Itisnot theignorant and uncultured merely that need to
be guarded; hewill prepare histemptationsfor thoseinthe
highest positions, inthemost holy office; if hecanlead them
to pollutetheir souls, hecanthrough them destroy many. And
he empl oysthe sameagentsnow as he employed threethou-
sand yearsago. By worldly friendships, by the charms of
beauity, by pleasure seeking, mirth, feasting, or thewinecup,
hetemptsto the violation of the seventh commandment.

Satan seduced | sradl intolicentiousnessbeforeleading them
toidolatry. Thasewhowill dishonor God'simageand defileHis
templeinther own personswill not scrupleat any dishonor to
Godthat will gratify thedesreof their depraved hearts. Sensud
indulgenceweakensthemind and debasesthesoul. Themora
andintdlectud powersarebenumbed and pardyzed by thegrati-
fication of theanima propengties, anditisimpossblefor the
daveof passionto realizethe sacred obligation of thelaw of
God, to gppreciaetheatonement, or to placearight vaueupon
the soul. Goodness, purity, and truth, reverencefor God, and
lovefor sacred things—all thoseholy affectionsand noblede-
gresthat link menwith the heavenly world—areconsumedin
thefiresof lust. The soul becomesablackened and desolate
waste, the habitation of theevil spirits, andthe” cageof every
uncleanand hateful bird.” Beingsformedintheimageof God
aredragged downto aleve with the brutes. Patriarchsand
Prophets, 457-458.

Lessons In Presumptuous Pride—
“God’s Chosen People”

The Jewshad deceived themsalvesby misinterpreting the
wordsof theL ord through Hisprophets, of Hiseternal favor
toHispeoplelsradl. Spirit of Prophecy, val. 2, 52.
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“ThussaiththeLord, which giveth thesunfor alight by
day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the starsfor a
light by night, which divideth the seawhen thewavesthereof
roar; theLord of hostsishisname: If those ordinancesde-
part from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel
also shall ceasefrom being anation beforemeforever. Thus
saith the Lord: If heaven above can be measured, and the
foundations of the earth searched out benesath, | will also
cast off al the seed of Isradl for dl that they havedone, saith
theLord.” Jeremiah 31:35-37.

These words the Jews applied to themselves. And be-
cause God had shown them so great favor and mercy, they
flattered themsel vesthat, notwithstanding their sinsandinig-
uities, Hewould still retain them asHisfavored people, and
shower especia blessingsupon them. They misapplied the
words of Jeremiah, and depended for their salvation upon
being caled thechildren of Abraham. If they hadindeed been
worthy of the name of Abraham’schildren, they would have
followed therighteousexampleof their father Abraham, and
would have donetheworksof Abraham.

This has been the danger of the people of God in all
ages, and especially isthisthe danger of thoseliving near
the close of time. We are cited by the apostle to the unbe-
lief, blindness, rebellion, and repeated sins of the Hebrews,
asawarning. Paul plainly statesthat “ all thesethingshap-
pened unto them for ensampl es; and they arewrittenfor our
admonition, upon whomtheendsof theworldarecome.” If,
intheselast daysof peril, for theencouragement of persons
inresponsible positions, God in mercy givesthem atesti-
mony of favor, they frequently becomelifted up, and lose
sight of their frailtiesand weaknesses, and rely upon their
ownjudgment, flattering themsa vesthat God cannot accom-
plish Hiswork without their especia aid. They trustintheir
own wisdom; and the Lord permitsthem, for atime, to ap-
parently prosper, to reveal the weakness and folly of the
natura heart. But theLord will,inHisowntime, andin His
ownway, bring down the prideand folly of these deceived
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ones, and show to them their true condition. If they will ac-
cept the humiliation, and by confession and sincererepen-
tance, turn unto the Lord, perfecting holinessinthefear of
God, Hewill renew Hisloveto them. But if they shut their
eyestotheir ownsins, asdidthe Jews, and choosetheir own
ways, the Lord will givethem up to blindness of mind, and
hardness of heart, that they cannot discern thethings of the
Spirit of God. Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 2, 52.

Lessons In Lack of Faith

Many who, like ancient Israel, professto keep God's
commandmentshave heartsof unbelief whileoutwardly ob-
sarving thestatutes of God. Although favored with great light
and preciousprivileges, they will neverthelesslosethe heav-
enly Canaan, even astherebellious|sraglitesfailed to enter
the earthly Canaan that God had promised them asthere-
ward of their obedience.

Asapeoplewelack faith. In these daysfew wouldfol-
low thedirections given through God’s chosen servant as
obediently asdidthearmiesof |sradl at thetaking of Jericho.
The Captain of the Lord shost did not revea Himself toal
the congregation. He communicated only with Joshua[ Ellen
G White], whorelated the story of thisinterview tothe He-
brews. It rested with them to believe or to doubt thewords
of Joshua[Ellen G White], tofollow thecommandsgiven by
him [her] inthename of the Captain of the Lord'shost, or to
rebel againgt his[her] directionsand deny his[her] authority.
They could not seethe host of angel's, marshaled by the Son
of God, who led their van; and they might have reasoned:
“What unmeaning movementsarethese, and how ridiculous
the performance of marching daily around thewalls of the
city, blowing trumpets of ram’shornsmeanwhile! Thiscan
have no effect upon those strong towering fortifications.”

But thevery plan of continuing thisceremony through so
long atimeprior tothefina overthrow of thewallsafforded
opportunity for theincrease of faithamongthelsradlites.
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They wereto becomethoroughly impressed with theidea
that their strength was not in the wisdom of man, nor inhis
might, but only inthe God of their salvation. They werethus
to becomeaccustomed to putting themsal ves out of the ques-
tionandrelying wholly upontheir divine L eader.

Would those who today professto be God's people con-
duct themselvesthusunder similar circumstances? Doulbt-
lessmany wouldwishtofollow out their own plansand would
suggest other waysand means of accomplishingthedesired
end. They would beloath to submit to so Ssimplean arrange-
ment and onethat reflected upon themselvesno glory save
themerit of obedience. They would also question the possi-
bility of amighty city being conquered inthat manner. But the
law of duty issupreme. It should hold sway over humanrea-
son. Faithistheliving power that pressesthrough every bar-
rier, overridesall obstacles, and plantsitsbanner inthe heart
of theenemy’scamp.

God will do marvel ousthingsfor thosewho trustinHim.
It is because His professed people trust so much to their
own wisdom, and do not give the Lord an opportunity to
reveal His power in their behalf, that they have no more
strength. Hewill help Hisbdieving childrenin every emer-
gency if they will placetheir entire confidencein Himand
implicitly obey Him. Testimonies, vol. 4, 162-163. Words
in brackets are added.

Theexperienceof thechildren of Isradl istohelp usinour
work. TheWord of God declares, “ Thesethings happened
unto them for ensamples: and they arewritten for our admo-
nition, upon whom the ends of theworld are come.” The
Lord brought the children of Isradl into trying placesto test
their faith. He had promised to lead them into the promised
land, and if they had waited patiently for Him, reviving their
faith by recounting Hisgreat goodnessand wonderful works
intheir behalf, Hewould have shortened their test. But they
forgot their Leader. Murmuring and complaining, they vented
their wrath upon Moses, forgetting that their emergency was
God'sopportunity.
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Today God saysto Hispeople, Do not imitate the con-
duct of thechildren of Isragl at Rephidim by showing unbe-
lief when brought into difficulties. “ There hath no temptation
taken you but such asiscommon to man: but God isfaithful,
whowill not suffer you to betempted abovethat yeareable;
but will with the temptation al so make away to escape, that
yemay beableto bear it.”

Godisdeclaredin all Hisdealingswith Hispeople; and
with clear, unclouded eyes, in adversity, insickness, indis-
appointment, andintrial, weareto behold thelight of His
glory inthefaceof Christ, and trust to Hisguiding hand. But
too often we grieve Hisheart by our unbelief. Our faithis
short-sighted, and weallow trial to strengthen our natural
tendency to distrust. Brought into strait places, we dishonor
God by murmuring and complaining. Instead, weshould help
thosein need of assistance, thosewho are seeking for light,
but know not how to find it. Such have aspecia claimonour
sympathy, but how often, instead of trying to help them, we
pass by on the other side, intent on our own troubles. Re-
view and Herald, April 7, 1903.

Lessons In Patience

The peopleof God, and especially the men who occupy
positionsof trust, need to study the history of Moses' failure
to enter Canaan. L et them stop and think what it meansto
become angry, to show aspirit unworthy of aleader of God's
people. There arethosein God's service who have given
way to anger, and who have not felt the repentancethat Moses
felt. Thesemen have braced themsel vesto follow an unchris-
tian course, and have gone on from onewrong to another.
Ibid., January 7, 1904.

Andtherearemurmurersin the church, who easily lose
their self-contral. If everything doesnot moveto pleasethem,
they becomeirritated, and provoke one another to evil. They
havenot thelight andloveof Godintheir souls; if theirway is
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crossed, they giveloosereinto an unsanctified, irritable spirit.
Review and Herald, January 7, 1904.

Lessons In Covetousness

Therearemany inthisday that would designate Achan’'s
sgnasof little consequence, and would excusehisguilt; but it
isbecausethey haveno redlization of the character of snand
its consequences, no sense of the holiness of God and of His
requirements. The statement isoften heard that God isnot
particular whether or not wegivediligent heed to Hisword,
whether or not we obey all thecommandments of Hisholy
law; but therecord of Hisdealing with Achan should bea
warningto us. Hewill innowiseclear theguilty. . . .

Thechildren of Isragl often repeated thisexperiencein
their history. Not profiting by the examplesof thosewho had
sinned, nor being warned by the judgmentsthat had fallen
upon thetransgressors, they lightly regarded the precepts of
Jehovah, and came under condemnation. The nation that,
through thefavor of God, had goneforth asinvincibleand
victorious, because of disobediencelost their power, their
defense departed from them, and they becamethe proverb
of the heathen and the prey of their enemies. Ibid., March
20, 1888.

Lessons In Disbelief / Rebellion

Those who in sincerity and truth believe the words of
Christ sent to them through Hisambassadors, will under-
stand what istheimport of thosewords; but thosewho have
entrenched themselvesin unbdlief, will beaswerethe Jaws,
blinded to thelight. By regjection of evidence, they lost their
spiritual eyesight, and could not discern between good and
evil, between truth and error, light and darkness. Thosewho
arefilled with unbelief can discerntheleast thing that hasan
obj ectionabl e appearance, and by beholding the objection-
ablefesature, they canlosesight of dl theevidencethat God
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has given in manifesting Hisabundant grace and power, in
reveding preciousgemsof truth from theinexhaugtiblemine
of Hisword. They can hold the objectionable atom under
themagnifying glassesof theirimagination until theatom looks
likeaworld, and shutsout from their view the preciouslight
of heaven. But instead of placing that which appearsobjec-
tionable beneath the eyes, why not bring before the soul the
preciousthingsof God?Why makethethingsof priceless
value of little esteem, while the worthlessthingsare made
much of ?Why take so much account of that which may ap-
pear to you as objectionablein the messenger, and sweep
away all the evidencesthat God has given to balance the
mindinregardtothetruth?

Withthe higtory of the children of Israel beforeus, let us
take heed, and not be found committing the samesins, fol-
lowinginthesameway of unbdlief and rebellion. Ibid., April
18, 1893.

Yes, whenwe openly and brazenly ignore, or reject the directives
of Christ through the Spirit of Prophecy, we are wearing the same
spiritual blindersasisrael in Christ’sday. We are saying “We know
that God spoke unto Moses [and Peter, John, and Paul]; asfor this
felow [Christintheministry of Ellen G White], we know not whence
heis.” Godisno respecter of persons. The same spiritual conditions
today will producethe sameresultsasthey did in the daysof ancient
Isradl. Christ would have usturn from the stubborn unbelief and rebel -
lion of ancient | srael and her pretentious Phari seesand Sadduceesand
learnthesmplefaith, trust, and obedience devel oped by M oses, Caeb,
Joshua, Peter, John, and Paul:

God isno respecter of persons; but in every generation
they that fear the L ord and work righteousness are accepted
of Him; whilethosewho are murmuring, unbelieving, and
rebellious, will not have Hisfavor or the blessings promised
to thosewho lovethetruthand walk init. Thosewho have
thelight and do not follow it, but disregard the requirements
of God, will find that their blessingswill be changed into
curses, and their merciesinto judgments. God would haveus
learn humility and obedience aswe read the history of an-
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cient Israel, who were His chosen and peculiar people, but
who brought their own destruction by following their own
ways. Counsels on Diet and Foods, 379.

Yes, weareblessed with many valuablelessonsfrom the past. With
such clear examplesof thefruitsof disobedience and stubborn rebel -
lionin God's people of the past, how much clearer can God reved to
usthe absolute necessity of full surrender to Hisrevealed will ?What
more can God say or do toimpressupon usthe need for revival and
reformation? Because of theincreased light and thelessonsfromthe
past shining upon us, persistencein disobediencewill bring greater
guilt upon usthan upon those who crucified the Son of God.

Thereislessexcuseinour day for stubbornnessand un-
belief than therewasfor the Jawsin thedaysof Christ. They
did not have before them the exampl e of anation that had
suffered retribution of their unbelief and disobedience. But
we have before usthe history of the chosen peopleof God,
who separated themsel vesfrom Him, and rgjected the Prince
of life. Thoughthey could not convict Him of sin, thoughthey
could not fail to seetheir own hypocrisy, they hated the Prince
of lifebecauseHelad baretheir evil ways. Inour day greater
light and greater evidenceisgiven. Wehaveaso their ex-
ample, the warnings and reproof s that were presented to
them, and our snanditsretributionwill bethegreeter, if we
refusetowalk inthelight. Many say, “If | had only livedin
thedaysof Christ, | would not have wrested Hiswords, or
fasdly interpreted Hisingtruction. | would not havergected
and crucified Him asdid the Jews;” but that will be proved
by the way in which you deal with His message and His
messengers today. The Lord is testing the people of to-
day as much as Hetested the Jewsin their day. When He
sends His messages of mercy, thelight of Histruth, Heis
sending the spirit of truthto you, and if you accept the mes-
sage, you accept of Jesus. Those who declarethat if they
had lived inthe daysof Chrit, they would not do asdid the
rejectersof Hismercy, will today betested. Thosewho live
inthisday are not accountablefor the deeds of those who
crucified the Son of God; but if with all thelight that shone
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upon Hisancient people, delinested beforeus, wetravel over
the same ground, cherish the same spirit, refuseto receive
reproof and warning, then our guilt will begrestly augmented,
and the condemnation that fell upon themwill fall upon us,
onlyitwill beasmuch greater asour light isgreater inthis
agethan wastheir light in their age. Review and Herald,
April 11, 1893.

The reader is referred to the books Retreating Toward Egypt,
and Rebellion, availablefrom Hope Internationa,, if itisnot crystal
clear toyou asto why weas Seventh-day Adventists, individually and
corporately areinlong-term, serious disobedienceto the counsel s of
Jesus Chridt.
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Chapter Five

CONFUSION AT THE END

ITHOUT A DOUBT, the Seventh-day ChurchisGod's

remnant church. Thereisto beno other. Inspiration refers

to usasthe L aodicean church which means* apeoplead-
judged” or “peoples’ judgment.” We arose out of the confusion of the
great disappointment of 1844. Only ahandful of the many thousands
who had believed that Christ wasto returnto thisearthin 1844, re-
mained convinced that the Holy Spirit had led to the correct under-
standing of Danidl 8:14 asto the cleansing of the sanctuary in 1844. In
their continued study, thissmall group discovered that the sanctuary to
be cleansed in 1844 was not this earth but the sanctuary in heaven,
with Christ Himself astheofficiating High Priest. Thediscovery of this
marvel ous and most important truth has been the foundation of the
Seventh-day Adventist Movement.

The correct understanding of theministrationin the heav-
enly sanctuary isthefoundation of our faith. Evangelism,
221.

The correct understanding of Daniel 8:14 turned the Great Disap-
pointment into aMagnificent Beginning for God' sremnant people. The
reader isreferred to abook written by C. Mervyn Maxwell, published
by Pacific Pressin 1994, whichisabout “What really happenedin
1844 ... anditsmeaningtoday.” Itisappropriately entitled Magnifi-
cent Disappointment.

Thesanctuary truth unlocked themystery of 1844 andit also served
tojoinall of thebibletruthsinto aharmoniouswhole.

Thesubject of the sanctuary wasthekey which unlocked
themystery of thedisappointment of 1844. It openedtoview
acompletesystem of truth, connected and harmonious, show-

45
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ing that God’shand had directed the great advent movement
and revealing present duty asit brought to light the position
and work of His people. The Great Controversy, 423.

Within just acouple of yearsof the great disappoi ntment, our pio-
neershad madegreat progressinthe correct understanding of Christ’s
aoningminigry:

TheLord showed mein vision, morethan oneyear ago,
that Brother Crosier had thetruelight, onthecleansing of the
sanctuary, et cetera, and that it wasHiswill that Brother C.
should write out the view which hegave usinthe Day-Star,
Extra, February 7, 1846. | fedl fully authorized by theLord
to recommend that Extrato every saint—A letter fromE. G
Whiteto Brother Eli Curtis, New York City, dated Topsham,
April 21, 1847. AWbrd To the Little Flock, 12.

The conclusionsof seriousbiblestudy by Brethren Hiram Edson
andO.R. L. Croser regarding Danie 8:14 were published by Brother
Crosier inthe Day-Star, Extramentioned above. They areasfollows:

1. If the atonement was made on Calvary, by whomwasit made?
Themaking of the atonement isthework of apriest; but who
officiated on Calvary? Roman soldiersand wicked Jews.

2. Thedaying of thevictim was not making the atonement; the
sinner dew thevictim, Leviticus4:1-4, 13-15, etc., and after
that the priest took the blood and madethe atonement. Leviticus
4:5-12, 16-21.

3. Christ wasappointed High Priest to make the atonement, and
Hecertainly could not have acted inthat capacity till after His
resurrection, and we have no record of Hisdoing anything on
earth after Hisresurrection, which could be called the atone-
ment.

4. Theatonement was madein the sanctuary, but Calvary wasnot
suchaplace.

5. Hecould not, according to Hebrews 8:4, makethe atonement
whileonearth. “if hewere on earth, he should not beapriest.”
TheL evitica wastheearthly priesthood; thedivine, the heav-
enly.
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6. Therefore, He did not begin the work of making the atone-
ment, whatever the nature of that work may be, till after His
ascension, when by Hisown blood He entered His heavenly
sanctuary for us.

We are now over 150 years nearer to the close of probation and
theend of thisworld, and tragically Satan has succeeded in bringing
gpiritual confusion againinto Christ’sremnant movement.

Let Chrigt tell ushow vitd itisthat wehaveaclear understanding of
thisgreat truth that concernsevery soul:

The subject of the sanctuary and theinvestigativejudg-
ment should be clearly understood by the people of God. Al
need aknowledgefor themsel ves of the position and work
of their great High Priest. Otherwiseit will beimpossiblefor
themto exercisethefaithwhichisessential at thistimeor to
occupy the position which God designsthemtofill. Every
individual hasasoul to saveor tolose. Each hasacase pend-
ing at the bar of God. Each must meet thegreat Judgefaceto
face. How important, then, that every mind contempl ate of -
ten the solemn scene when the judgment shall sit and the
booksshall be opened, when, with Danidl, every individua
must standin hislot, at theend of thedays.

All who havereceved thelight uponthese subjectsareto
bear testimony of thegreat truthswhich God hascommitted
tothem. Thesanctuary in heavenisthevery center of Christ’s
work in behaf of men. It concernsevery soul living upon the
earth. It opensto view the plan of redemption, bringing us
downtothevery closeof timeand revealing the triumphant
issue of the contest between righteousnessand sin. It isof
theutmost importancethat al should thoroughly investigate
these subjects and be able to give an answer to everyone
that asketh them areason of the hopethat isinthem. Great
Controversy, 488—489.

Themgority of theso-called Christian world believe and teach that
thedeath of Christ onthe crosswasthe complete and fina atonement
for fallen mankind. Tragically, thiserroneousteaching has made seri-
ousinroadsinto the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Itisoneof thesad
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results of our theologians obtaining their “advanced” degreesat the
feet of the spiritually blind teachers of Babylon. In our discussion of
thissubject, wemust kegpin mind that:

Error isnever harmless. It never sanctifies, but aways
bringsconfusion and dissension. Itisawaysdangerous. The
enemy hasgreat power over mindsthat are not thoroughly
fortified by prayer and established in Bibletruth. Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 292.

Oneof theearliest, if not the earliest, attacksin our midst against
the sanctuary truth appeared in the Seventh-day Adventist magazine
for ministers, Ministry of February 1957. It announced adoctrinal
position never before propounded by official Adventism, that “ the sac-
rificial act onthecross[was] acomplete, perfect, and final atonement
forman'ssin.”

Thearticlespokefirs of “thesacrificia death of Chrigt onthecross”
then of “theministry of our heavenly High Priest inthe sanctuary above
ontheantitypica day of atonement,” and finally concluded that each
aspect is“incomplete with out the other, and each [is] theindispens-
able complement of the other.” Apparently thewriter nor the editors
saw any contradictionin these confused and confusing statements. The
reader isreferred to abooklet by Dave Fiedler, Adventismand Walter
Martin, availablefrom Hope Internationa, for amorethorough pre-
sentation of the beginningsof the seriousdoctrina confusion among
us

On pages 33 and 34 of the above publication, Brother Fiedler de-
lineates some of the serious consequencesto thetrue gospe by adopting
the atonement-compl eted-on-the-crossteaching:

Belief in afinished atonement leadsto the conclusion
that theindividual Christianisnot able, of himself, to de-
cide hisown destiny. To the Catholic, Christ finished His
priestly work of atonement at the cross, thus supplying a
stockpile of merit which must be applied to thesinner’s
account by theintercession of earthly priests, Mary, and
the Saints. To the Calvinist, Christ finished the atonement
at the cross, thus placing the question of salvation beyond
theinfluence of human decision. Itisfrom thisbelief that
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the doctrine of predestination (and itsfirst cousin, “ once-
saved-aways-saved”) isderived.

It takesno imagination to seethat, no matter which branch
of thistheology onemight choose, accepting the doctrine of
an atonement finished at the crosswill rule out the truth of
Chrigt’shigh priestly ministry in heaven. Oncethat conces-
sionismade, other truthsquickly erode. If thereisno high
priestly ministry in heaven, what possibleneed istherefor a
heavenly sanctuary? What merit would therebein cleansing
anon-existent sanctuary? What could be said for the 2300
day prophecy of Daniel ?And what need would therebefor
aremnant church if it had no greater truth to proclaim or
gpecid missontofulfill?

Confusionregarding the sanctuary and itsassociated topicssuch as
full obedience, victory over sninthislife, and character perfectionin
thislife, isrampant among us. Inmany of our published discussionsof
salvation issues, wetend to lean toward the position of apostate Chris-
tianity. Wedo thisby subtly lifting up the crossto the downplaying or
ignoring of Christ’sheavenly minisiry.

Welift up faith and downplay works. Welift up justification and
downplay sanctification. Welift up pardon and forgivenessand down-
play transformation. Welift up mercy and downplay enabling grace.
We lift up imputed righteousness and downplay imparted righteous-
ness. Welift up Christ’slifeof victory over temptation 2000 yearsago
and downplay Hislifeof victory inthelivesof Hissaintsinthehereand
now. Whilethistype of theological confusionisexpressed by many
speakersand authors, here areafew examplesfrom just oneauthor:

| understood judtification by faith. | knew all thetextsin
Romans. | could giveBiblestudiesonit.. . . Yet that day |
experienced thegreat Biblical truth that my only hopeof sal-
vation wasrooted inwhat Christ did outside of me, andin
the place of me 2000 yearsago at Calvary.

| experienced thetruth that no matter how sanctified and
obedient | became, works—eventheonesdonethrough Christ
inme—could no morejustify mebefore God than the blood
of pigscould wash away my sins. Clifford Goldstein, Minis-
try, February 1996.
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They [the 144,000] have no hope of salvation apart from
what Christ did for them on the crosstwo thousand years
ago! . ..

Theonly thing that enabl esthese peopl eto passthrough
thejudgment istheimputed righteousness of Christ. Christ
standsintheir stead, pleading the meritsof Hisperfectionon
their behaf onelasttime. . ..

And the more onetalks about thefinal generation that
liveswithout amediator, the more one must talk about the
perfect lifeof Christimputed to that find generation. Clifford
Goldstein, Between the Lamb and the Lion, 111-112.

Again, theissue hereisnot salvation. These people[the
144,000] have already been sealed in Chrigt, vindicated in
thejudgment by Hisrighteousnesspleaded on their behalf.
No matter how holy and righteousthey areor how fully they
reflect theimage of Jesus, their only hopeisinwhat Christ
didfor them onthecross.

“God hasonly onecriterionfor salvation:” writes Begtrice
S.Nedll, “faithinthemeritsof acrucified Saviour. Justifica:
tionaloneisour titleto heaven. For God to changethere-
guirementson thelast generation would beunjust.” Ibid.,
116. Emphasisintheoriginal.

On page 25 of theteachersedition of the Second Quarter of 2003's
Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, our confusion wasworded
thisway:

But not only did Chrigt diefor our sins, Hefreed usof our
snshby taking them upon Himself. Weno longer need to bear
theguilt of Sn. AttheCrossthereisbothretributionand restora-
tion. Thereispunishment for snand ddiverancefromsin.

TheLordistheGod of the Old and the New Testament.
Herequiresobedienceto Hislaw and demandsjusticewhen
that law isbroken; but Hea so showsmercy by forgiving us
whenwedisobey Hislaw and promisesto restoreusat His
second comingto asinlessstate.

Herewearetold that Christ freed man of hissinsat thecross. In
redlity, Christ transferred our confessed sinsto the heavenly sanctuary
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earthly nature, and anew lifein Christ Jesusiscreated. Manu-
script Releases, val. 10, 166.

Dying Daily
Althoughthe old natureisdescribed asbeing killed, the old man

must diedaily. Wemust be converted daily if weareto have aperfect
character likeChrist:

TheLord requiresusto be submissiveto Hiswill, sub-
dued by His Spirit, and sanctified to His service. Sdlfishness
must be put away, and we must overcome every defect in
our charactersas Christ overcame. In order to accomplish
thiswork, wemust diedaily to sdf. Said Paul: “| diedaily.” 1
Corinthians 15:31. Hehad anew converson every day, took
an advance step toward heaven. Togaindaily victoriesinthe
divinelifeisthe only coursethat God approves. Testimo-
nies, vol. 4, 66-67.

Thelifeof thetruly convertedisboth peacewith God and daily war
withtheold man:

When the Spirit of God controlsmind and heart, thecon-
verted soul breaksforthinto anew song; for herealizesthat
in hisexperiencethe promise of God hasbeenfulfilled, that
histransgression hasbeenforgiven, hissin covered. Hehas
exercised repentance toward God for the violation of the
divinelaw, and faithtoward Christ, who died for man'sjus-
tification. “Beingjustified by faith,” hehas*peacewith God
through our Lord JesusChrist.” Romans5:1.

But becausethisexperienceishis, the Christianisnot
thereforeto fold his hands, content with that which has
been accomplished for him. He who has determined to
enter the spiritual kingdom will find that all the powers
and passions of unregenerate nature, backed by theforces
of thekingdom of darkness, are arrayed against him. Each
day he must renew his consecration, each day do battle
with evil. Old habits, hereditary tendenciesto wrong, will
strivefor the mastery, and against these heisto be ever
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onguard, striving in Christ’sstrength for victory. The Acts
of the Apostles, 476-477.

Perfecting a Christ-like Character

Trueconversonisaprogressveexperiencethat iscompleted only
with the perfection of character:

Noneareliving Christiansunlessthey haveadaily expe-
rienceinthethingsof God and daily practice self-denial,
cheerfully bearing the crossand following Christ. Every liv-
ing Christianwill advancedaily inthedivinelife. Ashead-
vancestoward perfection, he experiencesaconversionto
God every day; and thisconversionisnot completed until he
attainsto perfection of Christian character, afull preparation
for thefinishing touch of immortality. God'sAmazing Grace,
291.

Thissideof eternity the saintswill never beableto claim that they
areperfect, for they will never know whentheHoly Spirit hasfinished
revedingtothem defectiveareasof their lifeyet to beovercomethrough
Hispower. Likewise, therewill never beholy flesh that will not tempt
ustosin, until our vilefalen natureiseternally removed from us at
Christ’ssecond coming. Until that gloriousday, the saints perfection
will belimitedtothe spiritud life. It will consistinliving, by Christ's
enabling grace, infull surrender to, and in complete harmony with, all
knownlight. Until Jesusglorifiesusat Hissecond coming, wewill daily
have hard battleswith self tofight:

Every missionary will have hard battlesto fight with
self, and these combats will not becomefewer. But if we
are congtantly growing in Christian experience, if we con-
tinueto look to Jesusinfaith, strength will be given usfor
every emergency. All the powersand faculties of aregen-
erated nature must be brought into constant, daily exer-
cise. Every day we shall have occasionto crucify self, to
war against inclination and a perverse temperament that
would draw thewill inawrong direction. Thereposeand
triumph of victory arenot yet ours, except aswe by faith
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enter into the victory that Christ has gained for us. Re-
flecting Christ, 108.

L et no one supposethat conversionisthe beginning and
end of theChrigtianlife. Thereisascienceof Chritianity that
must be mastered. Thereisto be growth in grace, that is
constant progressand improvement. Themindisto bedisci-
plined, trained, educated; for the child of God isto do ser-
vicefor Godinwaysthat arenot natural, or in harmony with
inborninclination. Thosewho becomethefollowersof Christ
find that new motives of action are supplied, new thoughts
arise, and new actions must result. But they can make ad-
vancement only through conflict; for thereisan enemy that
ever contends against them, presenting temptationsto cause
the soul to doubt and sin. Besidesthisever vigilant foe, there
are hereditary and cultivated tendenciesto evil that must be
overcome. Thetraining and education of alifetimemust of-
ten be discarded that the Christian may becomealearner in
theschool of Christ, andin himwhowould beapartaker of
thedivinenature, appetite and passion must be brought un-
der the control of the Holy Spirit. Thereisto benoendto
thiswarfarethisside of eternity, but whilethere are constant
battlesto fight, thereare a so preciousvictoriesto gain, and
thetriumph over salf and sinisof morevauethanthemind
can estimate. Theeffort put forth to overcome, though re-
quiring self-denid, isof littleaccount besidethevictory over
evil. Christian Education, 122.

In Union With Divinity

A lifeof victory over temptationispossi bleonly through the union
of humanity with Divinity. Towork out our own savationwithfear and
trembling wemust unite our work with that of God:

Those who leave their work in the service of God for
someothersto do, freeing themsal vesfrom religiousrespon-
sibility, will not experiencethelatter part of the assurance,
“For itisGod whichworkethinyou.” | wishto set thismat-
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ter before every member of our churches. Therdligiouslife
reguiresthe harmonious action of mind and heart with the
divineforces. No man can of himself work out hisown sal-
vation, and God cannot do thiswork for himwithout hisco-
operation. But when man worksearnestly, God workswith
him, giving him power to becomeason of God. Manuscript
Releases, vol. 21, 38.

Transformation requires determined and painstaking human effort
with Chrigt providing the enabling power:

Nothing but divine power can regenerate the human heart
andimbue soulswiththeloveof Christ, whichwill ever mani-
festitself withlovefor thosefor whom Hedied. . ..

But thosewho arewaiting to behold amagica changein
their characterswithout determined effort ontheir part to
overcomesin, will be disappointed. We have no reason to
fear whilelooking to Jesus, no reason to doubt but that Heis
ableto saveto the uttermost al that come unto Him; but we
may constantly fear lest our old nature will again obtain the
supremecy, that theenemy shall devise some snarewhereby
we shall again become hiscaptives. Weareto work out our
own savationwithfear and trembling, for itisGod that work-
eth in you to will and to do of His good pleasure. God's
Amazing Grace, 302.

To renouncetheir ownwill, perhapstheir chosen ob-
jects of affection or pursuit, requires an effort, at which
many hesitate and falter and turn back. Yet thisbattle must
befought by every heart that istruly converted. We must
war against temptationswithout and within. We must gain
thevictory over self, crucify the affectionsand lusts; and
then beginsthe union of the soul with Chrigt. . . . After this
unionisformed, it can be preserved only by continual,
earnest, painstaking effort. Christ exercises His power to
preserve and guard this sacred tie, and the dependent,
hel pless sinner must act his part with untiring energy, or
Satan by hiscruel, cunning power will separate him from
Christ. Ibid., 321.
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Inthecopartnership of humanity with Divinity al the power and dl
theglory belongsto God for it is Christ’ srighteousnessthat accom-
plisheseverything through grace. Aswe cooperate with Christ by re-
ceiving from Him new thoughtsand new fedlings, Hewill successfully
transform our characters.

Godworksand manworks. . .. Theremust beacopart-
nership inwhich all the power isof God and al theglory
belongsto God. Theresponsibility restswith us. We must
receiveinthoughtsandinfedlings, togiveinexpresson. The
law of the human and the divine action makesthereceiver a
|aborer together with God. It bringsmanwherehe can, united
with Divinity, work theworksof God. Humanity toucheshu-
manity. Divine power and the human agency combined will
be acomplete success, for Christ’s righteousness accom-
plisheseverything. Faith and Works, 26-27.

An Obedience That Purifies

Perfect obedienceto God'swill, made possibleby imparted divine
power, purifiesand sanctifiesthebeliever:

The conversion of the human soul isof nolittle conse-
quence. Itisthegreatest miracle performed by Divinepower.
Actual resultsareto bereached through abelief in Christ as
apersonal Saviour. Purified by obedienceto thelaw of God,
sanctified by aperfect observance of Hisholy Sabbath, trust-
ing, believing, patiently waiting, and earnestly working out
our own salvationwith fear and trembling, weshal learnthat
it is God that worketh in usto will and to do of His good
pleasure. Evangelism, 289-290.

Everyone, by placing their will onthesideof God'swill, candodl
thingsthrough Christ who strengtheneth them. “ All things” include hav-
ing victory over al temptation; even every temptation that arisesfrom
our falennature:

Everyonemay placehiswill onthesdeof thewill of God,
may chooseto obey Him, and by thuslinking himself with
divine agencies, he may stand where nothing canforcehim
to do evil. Education, 289.
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True Righteousness by Faith

By Hisdeath, Christ first reconcilesusto God and then, by Hislife
Hesavesus:

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by thedeath of his Son, much more, being reconciled,
weshall be saved by hislife. Romans5:10.

Whenwediedaily with Christ, HelivesHislifeinus:

| am crucified with Christ: neverthelessl live; yet not 1,
but Christ livethinme: and thelifewhich | now liveinthe
flesh liveby thefaith of the Son of God, wholoved me, and
gavehimsdf for me. Galatians 2: 20.

Chrigt living Hislifeinusisour hopeof glory. See Colossans 1:27.

Jesus Christ iseverything to us—thefirst, thelast, the
best in everything. Jesus Christ, His Spirit, His character,
colorseverything; it isthewarp and thewoof, thevery tex-
tureof our entire being. Thewordsof Christ are spirit and
life. We cannot, then, center our thoughtsupon self; itisno
morewethat live, but Christ that livethinus, and Heisthe
hopeof glory. Sefisdead, but Christisaliving Saviour. The
Faith | Live By, 150.

With true daily conversion our nature is replaced by that of
Christ’s. Wethen find eternal life in the obedience which Christ
worksout in usday to day through our faith in Histransforming
power:

Itisthe privilege of every believer in Christ to possess
Christ’snature, anature far above that which Adam for-
feited by transgression. He who seesthe Son by faith and
believesin Him, isobedient to the commandments of God,
and in this obedience he finds everlasting life. The Up-
ward Look, 18.

Theactive obedience of Christ clothesthebdievingsin-
ner with therighteousnessthat meetsthe demandsof thelaw.
The Youth's I nstructor, November 29, 1894.
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E. J. Waggoner, oneof our principa preacherson righteousnesshby
faith, summarizeditinthefollowingwords:

TheBibledoesnot teach usthat God callsusrighteous
amply because Jesusof Nazareth wasrighteouse ghteen hun-
dred yearsago. It saysthat by His obedience we are made
righteous. Noticethat it ispresent, actual righteousness. The
troublewith those who object to therighteousness of Christ
beingimputed to believersisthat they do not takeinto con-
Sderation thefact that Jesuslives. Heisalivetoday, asmuch
aswhen Hewasin Judea. “Heever liveth,” and Heis“the
sameyesterday, and today and for ever.” Hebrews13:8. His
lifeisasperfectly in harmony with thelaw now asit wasthen.
AndHelivesintheheartsof thosewho believeon Him.

Thereforeit is Christ’s present obedience in believers
that makes them righteous. Waggoner on Romans, 101—
102.

Our only hopeisto ceasefrom sin. Christ’simplicit obediencein
usisthecondition of salvation:

It isthought strange by somethat our salvation should
demand our entire submission to thelaw of God. But the
Lord could not do amore cruel thing than to save manin
hisrebellion. No man can be saved unless he comes un-
der therule of Christ. Salvation means to us complete
surrender of soul, body, and spirit. Because of the unruly
elementsin our nature, our passions often gain the mas-
tery. Theonly hope of thesinner isto ceasefrom sin. Then
hiswill isin harmony with thewill of Christ. Hissoul is
brought into fellowship with God. Thosewho enlistinthe
army of Christ must in all things submit to Hisauthority
and consult Hiswill. Implicit obedienceisthe condition
of salvation. God’s law must be obeyed in every par-
ticular. Itisour salvationto make Hislaw our rule, Hislife
our pattern, Hisglory our chief aim. To keep ourselvesin
the love of God, to be bound to obedience by His re-
quirements, thisisto befreein Christ. Sgnsof the Times,
November 15, 1899.
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Christ met the claims of thelaw by Hislife of perfect obedience
two thousand yearsago. Christ d so meetstheclaimsof thelaw through
the perfectly obedient livesof those Hetransformstoday:

God hasgivento theworld and to angel sthe evidence of
the changel esscharacter of Hislove. Hewould part with His
only begotten Son, send Himinto theworld, clothedinthe
likeness of sinful flesh, to condemn sin and to die upon
Cavary’scrossto makeit manifest to men that thereispro-
visioninthe counsels of heaven for those who believein
Christ, to keep the commandments of God. Aside from
Christ, man cannot in spirit and intruth keep one of thecom-
mandmentsof God, but in Christ Jesustheclaimsof thelaw
are met, because He transforms the nature of man by His
grace, createsintheheart anew spiritud life, implantsaholy
nature, and men become Christlikein character. Manuscript
Releases, vol. 14, 86.

Both justification and sanctification are obtained by gracethrough
fathintherighteousnessof Chrigt:

The proud heart strivesto earn salvation; but both our
titleto heaven and our fitnessfor it arefoundin therighteous-
ness of Christ. The Desire of Ages, 300.

The sanctifying or transforming righteousnessof Christ isactually
imparted or giventous:

Therighteousnessby whichwearejustified isimputed;
therighteousnessby whichweare sanctifiedisimparted. The
firstisour titleto heaven, the secondisour fitnessfor heaven.
Review and Herald, June 4, 1895.

Christ, the perfect Redeemer, deliversthe surrendered soul from
the power of sinthrough atransformation of the character:

Thepart man hasto act in the salvation of the soul, isto
believe on Jesus Christ asaperfect Redeemer, not for some
other man, but for hisown self. Heistotrust, tolove, tofear
the God of heaven. Thereisacertain work to be accom-
plished. Man must be delivered from the power of sin. He
must be made perfect in every good work. Indoing thewords
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of Chrigtishisonly assurancethat hishouseisbuilt uponthe
solid foundation. To hear, to say, to preach, and not to do the
wordsof Chrigt, isbuilding upon thesand. Thosewho do the
wordsof Christ will perfect aChristian character, because
Christ’swill istheir will. Thusis Christ formed within, the
hopeof glory. They arebeholding, asinaglass, theglory of
God. By making Christ the subject of meditation, He will
become the subject of conversation; and by beholding, we
will actualy be changed into the sameimage, from glory to
glory, even by the Spirit of theLord. Man, fallen man, may
betransformed by the renewing of themind, so that hecan
“provewhat isthat good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God.” Romans 12:2. How doeshe provethis? By theHoly
Spirit taking possession of hismind, spirit, heart, and char-
acter. Wheredoesthe proving comein?“Weare aspectacle
totheworld, to angels, and to men.” A real work iswrought
by the Holy Spirit upon the human character, and itsfruits
are seen; just asagood treewill bear good fruit, sowill the
treethat is actually planted in the Lord’s garden produce
good fruit unto eternd life, Besetting Snsareovercome; evil
thoughtsare not allowed in themind; evil habitsare purged
from the soul temple. The tendencies, which have been bi-
ased in awrong direction, are turned in aright direction.
Wrong dispositionsand feelingsarerooted out. Holy tem-
persand sanctified emotionsare now thefruit borne upon
the Chrigtiantree. An entire transformation hastaken place.
Thisisthework to bewrought. We see by experiencethat in
our own human strength, resolutionsand purposesare of no
avall. Must we, then, give up? No; although our experience
testifiesthat we cannot possibly do thiswork ourselves, help
hasbeen laid upon Onewhoismighty todoit for us. But the
only way that we can securethe help of God isto put our-
selveswholly in Hishands, and trust Him towork for us. As
welay hold of Him by faith, Hedoesthework. Thebdiever
canonly trust. AsGod works, we canwork, trusting in Him
and doing Hiswill. Pamphlet no. 28. Elder Daniels and
the Fresno Church, 8-9.
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In order to enter Christ’ skingdom we must receive Christ’strans-
forming grace, Hisimparted righteousness:

Christ does not acknowledge any caste, color, or grade
as necessary to become a subject of His kingdom. Ad-
mittance to His kingdom does not depend upon wealth or
asuperior heredity. But those who are born of the Spirit
arethe subjectsof Hiskingdom. Spiritual character isthat
whichwill be recognized by Christ. Hiskingdom isnot of
thisworld. His subjects are those who are partakers of
the Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that isin
theworld through lust. And this grace is given them of
God. Christ does not find His subjectsfitted for Hisking-
dom, but He qualifiesthem by His Divine power. Those
who have been dead in trespasses and sins are quickened
to spiritual life. The facultieswhich God has given them
for holy purposes arerefined, purified, and exalted, and
they areled to form characters after the divine similitude.
Review and Herald, March 26, 1895.

Qualified Through Sanctification

Chrigt’smediatorial work inheaveninvolvesnot only the obtaining
of God’spardon of our transgressions but also obtaining the Father’s
transforming—sanctifying—experiencefor us, whichiswhat qudifies
usfor theimmorta inheritance:

We have an Advocate at the throne of God, whichis
encircled by the bow of promise, and we areinvited to
present our petitionsin the name of Christ beforethe Fa-
ther. Jesus says: Ask what yewill in My name, and it shall
be done unto you. In presenting My name, you bear wit-
ness that you belong to Me, that you are My sons and
daughters, and the Father will treat you asHisown, and
loveyou asHeloveth Me. Your faithin Mewill lead you
to exerciseclose, filial affection toward Me and the Fa-
ther. | am the Golden Chain by which your heart and soul
are bound in love and obedienceto My Father. Express
to My Father the fact that My name is dear to you, that
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you respect and love Me, and you may ask what you will.
Hewill pardon your transgressions, and adopt you into
Hisroyal family,—makeyou achild of God, ajoint heir
with His only-begotten Son. Through faithin My name
He will impart to you the sanctification and holiness
which will fit you for Hiswork in a world of sin, and
qualify you for an immortal inheritance in His king-
dom. The Father has thrown open, not only all heaven,
but all Hisheart, to those who manifest faith in the sacri-
fice of Christ, and who through faithin thelove of God,
return unto their loyalty. Those who believein Christ as
the Sin-bearer, the Propitiation for their sins, the Inter-
cessor intheir behalf, may through theriches of the grace
of God, lay claim to the treasures of heaven. He that
spared not Hisown Son, but delivered Him up for usall,
how shall He not with Him also freely giveusall things?
Jesus says, “ Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may
befull.” John 16:24. Sgns of the Times, June 18, 1896.

Our eterna destiny isdetermined by the character producedinus
today:

Thecharacter formedinthisworld determinesthedestiny
for eternity. Youth Instructor, August 17, 1899.

Wearedl to betested hereinthislifeto provewhether, if
admitted to heaven, we shall repeat the same course that
Satan pursued there. But if the character which wedevel op
during our probation isaccording to the divine Pattern, it
qualifiesusto receive thewelcome, “Well done, thou good
andfaithful servant: . . . enter thou into thejoy of thy lord.”
Matthew 25:21. Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 201.

Reproducing Christ’s Character

If we areto be asaint in heaven we must first be asaint with a
perfected character here on earth:

The character you bear in probationary timewill bethe
character youwill haveat thecoming of Chrigt. If youwould
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beasaintin heaven, youmust first beasaint on earth. The
traitsof character you cherishinlifewill not be changed by
death or by theresurrection. Youwill comeup fromthegrave
with the samedisposition you manifested in your homeand
in society. Jesus does not changethe character at Hiscom-
ing. Thework of transformation must bedonenow. Our daily
livesare determining our destiny. Adventist Home, 16.

Christ’sglory—Hischaracter—isrevededinHislaw andadsoin
the perfected charactersof Hissaints:

Theglory of Christisrevededinthelaw, whichisatran-
script of Hischaracter, and Histransforming efficacy isfelt
upon the soul until men become changed to Hislikeness.
They aremade partakersof thedivine nature, and grow more
and moreliketheir Saviour, advancing step by stepin con-
formity to thewill of God, till they reach perfection. God's
Amazing Grace, 80.

Just as God sent Christ to the world to reveal His character, so
Christ sendstransformed men and women to also reveal that same
character:

Jesus has helped the whole world to an intelligent
knowledge of Hisdivine mission and work. He cameto
represent the character of the Father to our world, and as
we study thelife, thewords, and works of Jesus Christ,
weare helped in every way in the education of obedience
to God; and aswe copy the example He has given us, we
areliving epistlesknown and read of all men. We arethe
living human agenciesto represent in character Jesus Christ
to theworld.

We are ever to be thankful that Jesus has proved to us
by actual factsthat man can keep the commandments of
God, giving contradiction to Satan’sfal sehood that man
cannot keep them. The Great Teacher cameto our world
to stand at the head of humanity, to thus elevate and sanc-
tify humanity by His holy obedienceto all of God'sre-
quirementsshowingitispossibleto obey all thecommand-
ments of God. He has demonstrated that alifelong obedi-
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enceispossible. ThusHe givesmen to theworld, asthe
Father gavethe Son, to exemplify intheir lifethelife of
Jesus Christ. Lift Him Up, 169.

Christ bruised the head of Satan by Hislifeof perfect obedienceto
HisFather. Head so givesafatal wound to Satan through thefully obe-
dientlivesof Hissaints:

And I will put enmity between thee and thewoman, and
between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruisethy head, and
thou shalt bruisehished. Genesis3:15.

Christ wasthe special Onewho should bruisethe head of
the serpent; but the prophecy also includesall those who
shdl overcometheenemy by the blood of the Lamb, and by
theword of their testimony. . . . Thosewho truly unitewith
Christ will be found doing the same work that Christ did
while on the earth—they will befound magnifying thelaw
and making it honorable. . . .Whenever asoul takesade-
cided stand for truth, the head of the serpent isbruised by
the seed of the woman. . . . When the advocates of truth
reved theefficiency of truthintheir lifeand character, ablow
isstruck against the kingdom of Satan. Youth'sInstructor,
October 11, 1894.

The Vindication of God

Thehonor of God—thevindication of Hischaracter—isinvolved
inthe perfection of the charactersof Hispeople:

Of the Spirit Jesussaid, “Heshal glorify Me.” The Sav-
iour cameto glorify the Father by the demonstration of His
love; sothe Spirit wasto glorify Christ by revealing Hisgrace
totheworld. Thevery image of Godisto bereproducedin
humanity. Thehonor of God, the honor of Chrig, isinvolved
inthe perfection of the character of Hispeople. TheDesire
of Ages, 671.

The obedience of Hiscommandments by His people exats God
beforetheworld:
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The blessings of God's covenant are mutual. . . . God
acceptsthosewho will work for Hisname' sglory, to make
Hisnameapraiseinaworld of apostasy and idolatry. He
will be exalted by His commandment-keeping peoplethat
He may makethem * high above all nationswhich he hath
made, inpraise, andin name, andin honour.” Deuteronomy
26:19. Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 118.

Oneof themajor issues of the great controversy is Satan’sclaim
that God'slaws—areflection of Hischaracter—cannot be obeyed or
reflectedinthelivesof Hiscreatures—specificaly the sonsand daugh-
tersof fallen Adam. Satan’sclaimswill be proved to thewhole uni-
verseto betotally false as God'sremnant peoplereflect God' s char-
acter and Hislawsintheir own Christlike characters:

Christ cameto theworld to counteract Satan’sfal sehood
that God had madealaw which men could not keep. Taking
humanity upon Himself, He cametothisearth, and by alife
of obedience showed that God hasnot made alaw that man
cannot keep. Heshowed that itispossiblefor man perfectly
to obey thelaw. Those who accept Christ astheir Saviour,
becoming partakersof Hisdivinenature, are enabled tofol-
low Hisexample, livingin obedienceto every precept of the
law. Throughthemeritsof Chrigt, manisto show by hisobe-
diencethat he could betrusted in heaven, that hewould not
rebel. TheFaith | Live By, 114.

Thefact that thelaw ishaly, just, and goodisto betestified
beforeall nations, tongues, and peoples, toworldsunfalen, to
angels, seraphim, and cherubim. The principlesof thelaw of
Godwerewrought out inthe character of JesusChrist, and he
who cooperateswith Christ, becoming apartaker of thedivine
nature, will deve opthedivinecharacter, and becomeanillugtra:
tionof thedivinelaw. Chrigtintheheart will bringthewholemean,
soul, body, and spirit into captivity to the obedience of righ-
teousness. Chrigt’struefollowerswill bein conformity tothe
mind andwill and character of God, and thefar-reaching prin-
ciplesof the law will be demonstrated in humanity. Review
andHerald, March 9, 1897.
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Thegreatest fear of God'sfina generation after theclose of proba-
tion, during thetime of trouble, isthat there might be someimperfec-
tion of character manifest inthem that would bring reproach upon God's
holy name:

Though God'speoplewill besurrounded by enemieswho
are bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they
suffer isnot adread of persecution for thetruth’s sake; they
fear that every sin hasnot been repented of, and that through
somefaultinthemse vesthey will fall toredizethefulfillment
of the Saviour’spromise: | “will keep theefrom the hour of
temptation, which shall comeupondl theworld.” Revelation
3:10. If they could havethe assurance of pardon they would
not shrink from torture or death; but should they proveun-
worthy, and losetheir lives because of their own defects of
character, then God'sholy namewould bereproached. The
Great Controversy, 619.

We are promised that eventually thefina and full display of God's
love—Hischaracter and laws—will be manifest inthelivesof His
church memberswhen they demonstrate the transforming power of
Christtosavemanfromsin, notinsin:

The churchisthe depositary of thewealth of theriches
of the grace of Christ, and through the church eventually
will be made manifest thefinal and full display of thelove
of God to theworld that isto belightened withitsglory.
The prayer of Christ that His church may be oneasHe
wasonewith HisFather will finally beanswered. Therich
dowry of the Holy Spirit will be given, and through its
constant supply to the people of God they will become
witnessesin theworld of the power of God unto salva-
tion. Testimoniesto Ministers, 50.

When the character of Christis perfectly reproduced in His
people, then the character of God and Hislawswill befully vindi-
cated. The hour of Hisjudgment can then be brought to aclose,
the sanctuary will befinally cleansed, and Christ can cometo take
His people home:
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“Whenthefruitisbrought forth, immediately heputtethin
thesickle, becausethe harvestiscome.” Mark 4:29. Christ
iswaitingwithlonging desirefor themanifestation of Himsalf
inHischurch. Whenthe character of Christ shal beperfectly
reproduced in His people, then Hewill cometo claimthem
asHisown. Christ’'s Object Lessons, 69.

When Christ’ speople understand and experiencethetransforming,
saving power of Hisspiritua kingdom, thenthetruegospd will quickly
gotothewholeworldand Christ will come:

Andthisgospel of thekingdom shall be preachedinall
theworldfor awitnessunto dl nations; and then shdl theend
come. Matthew 24:14.

To beredeemed meansto ceasefrom sin. No heart that
isstirred to rebellion against the law of God hasany union
with Christ, who died to vindicatethelaw and exalt it before
al nations, tongues, and peoples. Pharisai ¢ self-complacency
and bold assumptions of holinessare abundant. Thereare
many who do not seethemselvesin thelight of the law of
God. They do not |oathe selfishness; thereforethey are self-
ish. Their soulsare spotted and defiled. Yet with sin-stained
lipsthey say, “1 am holy. Jesusteaches methat the law of
God is ayoke of bondage. Those who say that we must
keepthelaw havefalenfromgrace.”

Chrigt says, “ Blessed arethey that do hiscommandments.”
Theheavenly benedictionispronounced upon thosewho keep
thelaw. “ They shdl haveright tothetreeof life,” the Saviour
declares, “and shall enter inthroughthe gatesinto thecity.”

Wemust decidefor ourselveswhether or not thesewords
will be spoken to us. A right decision will be revealed by
actionin harmony withthelaw of God. But we can not pos-
sbly keep the commandmentswithout thehelp of Christ. He
alonecan saveus, by cleansingusfromall sin. Hedoesnot
save us by thelaw; but neither will he save usin disobedi-
encetothelaw. Hedrawsusto himself because he hasbeen
lifted upon the cross of Calvary. Review and Herald, Sep-
tember 25, 1900.
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Simple Agencies Will Be Used

“Representations have been made to me,
showing that the Lord will carry out His plans
through a variety of ways and instruments.
It is not alone the most talented,
not alone those who hold high positions of trust,
or are the most highly educated
from a worldly point of view,
whom the Lord uses
to do His grand and holy work of soulsaving.
He will use simple means;

He will use many who have had few advantages
to help in carrying forward His work.

He will, by the use of simple means,
bring those who possess property and lands
to a belief of the truth,
and these will be influenced
to become the Lord’s helping hand
in the advancement of His work.”

Selected Messages, book 1, 128.



Chapter Ten

1888 REvISTED
God’'s Attempt to Revive and Reform the Church

HE GREAT SIN of ancient Israel wasthat of placing their

own opinions, desires, preferences, and “wisdom” in place of

God'srevededwill. They tended to look to themselves, or to
their wayward leaders, and even to the pagan nationsaround them for
“ideas’ and “inspiration” asto how to live and work for the Lord.
Their great sinwasto look to man rather thanto Christ for their wis-
domand guidance.

TheHebrewswerenot willing to submit to thedirections
and regtrictions of the Lord. They ssmply wanted their own
way, to follow theleadings of their own mind, and be con-
trolled by their own judgment. Could they have beenleft free
to do this, no complaintswould have been made of Moses;
but they were restless under restraint. Testimonies, vol. 3,
360.

L ooking to man rather than to Christ hasbeen modern | sragl’ sgrest
sin also—for quite sometime now. Because of our tendency to place
our own wisdom, or that of other men, ahead of that of Jesus Christ,
theLord sent agpecid messageof reviva and reformationto our church
in General Conference session in Minneapolisin October and No-
vember 1888. It wasacall to turn from looking to man and to focus
our attention upon the uplifted Saviour and Hisatoning heavenly min-
istry inour behalf. It wasaspecia cal fromtheLord for Hischurchto
not just know and preach the theory but to actually experience the
threeangelS messages of Righteousnessby Faith.

TheLordinHisgreat mercy sent amost precious mes-
sageto Hispeoplethrough EldersWaggoner and Jones. This
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messagewasto bring more prominently beforetheworld the
uplifted Saviour, the sacrificefor thesinsof thewholeworld.
It presented justification through faithinthe Surety; it invited
the peopleto receive therighteousness of Christ, whichis
mademanifestin obedienceto dl thecommandmentsof God.
Many had logt sight of Jesus. They needed to havetheir eyes
directed to Hisdivine person, Hismerits, and Hischangeless
lovefor thehuman family. All power isgiveninto Hishands,
that Hemay dispenserich giftsunto men, imparting theprice-
lessgift of Hisown righteousnessto the hel plesshuman agent.
Thisisthe messagethat God commanded to begiventothe
world. Itisthethird angel’s message, whichisto be pro-
claimed with aloud voice, and attended with the outpouring
of HisSpiritinalargemeasure.

Theuplifted Saviour isto appear in Hisefficaciouswork
astheLamb dain, sitting upon the throne, to dispensethe
pricel ess covenant blessings, the benefits He died to pur-
chasefor every soul who should believe on Him. John could
not expressthat loveinwords; it wastoo deep, too broad,
he callsupon the human family tobeholdit. Chrigtispleading
for thechurchintheheavenly courtsabove, pleading for those
for whom He paid the redemption priceof Hisownlifeblood.
Centuries, ages, can never diminishtheefficacy of thisaton-
ing sacrifice. Themessage of thegospel of Hisgracewasto
begiventothechurchinclear and digtinct lines, that theworld
should no longer say that Seventh-day Adventiststalk the
law, thelaw, but do not teach or believe Christ.

Theefficacy of theblood of Christ wasto be presented
to the peoplewith freshnessand power, that their faith might
lay hold uponitsmerits. Asthe high priest sprinkled thewarm
blood upon the mercy seat, whilethefragrant cloud of in-
cense ascended before God, so whilewe confessour sins
and plead the efficacy of Chrigt’satoning blood, our prayers
are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our
Saviour’scharacter. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we
areever to bear in mind that thereisOnethat can take away
snand savethesnner. Every sin acknowledged before God
with acontrite heart, Hewill remove. Thisfaithisthelifeof
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thechurch. Asthe serpent waslifted up inthewildernessby
Moses, and dl that had been bitten by thefiery serpentswere
bidden tolook and live, so aso the Son of man must belifted
up, that “whosoever believethin Him should not perish, but
haveeverlaginglife”

Unlesshe makesit hislife businessto behold the uplifted
Saviour, and by faithto accept themeritswhichitishisprivi-
legeto claim, the sinner can no more be saved than Peter
could walk upon the water unless he kept his eyes fixed
steadily upon Jesus. Testimoniesto Ministers, 91-93.

For sometime prior to the 1888 General Conference session, the
messenger of theLord—Ellen G White—had also been giving strong
calsfor reviva and reformation. Theurgency of turning from thefol-
lowing of manto full obedienceto Jesus Christ wasemphasizedinlight
of our livinginthegreat antitypical day of atonement. If thefollowing
wordsfrom Jesus Christ were of importance, and applicable, toAd-
ventistsover acentury ago, how urgent and serious must they befor
every oneof ustoday. Thissolemn apped wasentitled“ The Church’s
Great Need.”

A revival of truegodlinessamong usisthe greatest and
most urgent of all our needs. To seek thisshould be our first
work. Theremust be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of
theL ord, not because Godisnot willing to bestow Hisblessng
upon us, but because we are unprepared to receiveit. Our
Heavenly Father ismorewilling to give HisHoly Spirit to
themthat ask Him, than are earthly parentsto givegood gifts
tother children. Butitisour work, by confession, humilia-
tion, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions
uponwhich God has promised to grant usHisblessing. . . .

Wehavefar moreto fear from withinthan fromwithout.
Thehindrancesto strength and successarefar greater from
thechurchitsdf thanfromtheworld. Unbelievershavearight
to expect that those who profess to be keeping the com-
mandments of God and thefaith of Jesus, will do morethan
any other classto promote and honor, by their consistent
lives, by their godly exampleand their activeinfluence, the
cause which they represent. But how often have the pro-
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fessed advocates of thetruth proved the greatest obstacleto
itsadvancement! Theunbdlief indulged, the doubtsexpressed,
the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil an-
gels, and open theway for the accomplishment of Satan’s
devices. . ..

Let usconfessand forsakeevery sin, that theway of the
Lord may be prepared, that He may comeinto our assem-
bliesandimpart Hisrich grace. Theworld, theflesh, and the
Devil must be overcome. We cannot prepare the way by
gaining thefriendship of theworld, whichisenmity with God;
but by Hishelp we can break its seductive influence upon
ourselvesand upon others. . . . Therecan beand must bea
withdrawa from conformity to theworld, ashunning of all
appearance of evil, so that no occasion shall be given for
gainsayers. We cannot escape reproach; it will come; but we
should be very careful that we are not reproached for our
ownsinsor fallies, but for Christ'ssake.

Thereisnothing that Satan fearsso much asthat the people
of God shdl clear theway by removing every hindrance, so
that the L ord can pour out His Spirit upon alanguishing church
and animpenitent congregation. If Satan had hisway, there
would never be another awakening, great or small, to the
endoftime. . ..

We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins
are, by confession and repentance, to go beforehand to
Judgment. God does not now accept atame, spiritlesstes-
timony from Hisministers. Such atestimony would not be
present truth. Themessagefor thistime must bemeat indue
season to feed the church of God. But Satan hasbeen seek-
ing gradually to rob this message of its power, that the
people may not be prepared to stand inthe day of theLord.

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the Most Holy
Place of the heavenly Sanctuary, to begin thework of the
investigative Judgment. The casesof therighteousdead have
been passing inreview before God. Whenthat work shall be
completed, judgment isto be pronounced upon theliving.
How precious, how important are these solemn moments!
Each of ushasacase pendinginthecourt of heaven. Weare
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individually to bejudged according to the deedsdoneinthe
body. . ..

Shall wenot becomeintd ligent inregard to thework that
isbeing accomplished for usat thistime, and the position that
weass nnersshould occupy whilethiswork of atonementis
going forward?If we have any regard for our souls' salva
tion, we must make a decided change. We must seek the
Lord with true penitence; we must with deep contrition of
soul confessour sins, that they may beblotted out. . . .

L et the church arise, and repent of her back-dlidings be-
fore God. L et thewatchmen awake, and givethetrumpet a
certain sound. Itisadefinitewarning that we haveto pro-
claim. God commands Hisservants, “ Cry aloud, sparenot,
lift up thy voicelike atrumpet, and show my peopletheir
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” Theatten-
tion of the peoplemust begained; unlessthiscan bedone, all
effort isuseless; though an angel from heaven should come
down and speak to them, hiswordswould do no moregood
thanif hewerespesakinginto thecold ear of death. Thechurch
must arouseto action. The Spirit of God can never comein
until she preparestheway. There should be earnest search-
ing of heart. There should be united, persevering prayer, and
throughfaithaclaiming of the promisesof God. Thereshould
be, not aclothing of the body with sackcloth, asin ancient
times, but adeep humiliation of soul. We have not thefirst
reason for self-congratul ation and self exaltation. We should
humbl e ourselvesunder the mighty hand of God. Hewill ap-
pear to comfort and bless the true seekers. Review and
Herald, March 22, 1887. All emphases supplied unlessoth-
erwisenoted.

Just afew months prior to the 1888 General Conference session,
Ellen White penned an articleentitled “How Do We Stand?’ Shegave
the painful description of God's peopleashaving their anchor to Christ
severed and thusdrifting “without chart or compass’—asbeing spiri-
tually dead. She pointed out that we may claim to believein Jesus
whenweunderstand that Hisdeath makesit possibleto ceasefromsin
and to perfect arighteous character. Shedirected her readersto Christ
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asour Saviour fromour sins—alifeof victory through faith and obe-
dience. Shegaveamoving call tothework of overcoming. Thiscal to
righteousnessby faith, isespecidly gppropriateinthisour day of “ subtle
temptation to worldliness, to self-security, toindulgenceof pride, cov-
etousness, falsedoctrines, andimmordity of life.”

The solemn question should come hometo every mem-
ber of our churches, How are we standing before God, as
the professed followersof Jesus Christ?Isour light shining
forthtotheworldin clear, teady rays? Havewe, asapeople
solemnly dedicated to God, preserved our union with the
Sourceof all light?Are not the symptoms of decay and de-
clendonpainfully visbleinthemidst of the Christian churches
of today? Spiritual death has come upon the people that
should bemanifesting lifeand zedl, purity and consecration,
by the most earnest devotion to the cause of truth. Thefacts
concerning therea condition of the professed peopleof God,
speak moreloudly thantheir profession, and makeit evident
that some power has cut the cablethat anchored themtothe
Eternal Rock, and that they aredrifting away to sea, without
chart or compass.

What isto bedone? The True Witness pointsout theonly
remedy: “ Repent, and do thefirst works; or elsel will come
unto thee quickly, and will removethy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.” Christ will ceaseto take your
nameupon HislipsinHisintercess on with the Father, unless
thereisadecided changeinthelifeand charactersof those
who have wandered from theliving God, and forsaken his
sarvice. . ..

Today |et the question come hometo the heart of every
onewho professesthenameof Chrigt, “ Dost thou believein
the Son of God?’ Not, “ Do you admit that Jesusisthe Re-
deemer of theworld?” Not to soothe your conscience and
the consciences of othershby saying, “1 believe,” and think
that isal thereisto bedone. But doyou believewith al your
heart that Jesusisyour Saviour? Do you bring Himinto your
life, and weave Him into your character, until you are one
with Christ? Many accept Jesus as an article of belief, but
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they have no saving faithin Him astheir sacrificeand Sav-
iour. They have no realization that Christ hasdied to save
them fromthe pendty of thelaw whichthey havetransgressed,
inorder that they may be brought back toloyalty to God. Do
you believethat Christ, asyour substitute, paysthe debt of
your transgression? Not, however, that you may continuein
an, but that you may besaved fromyour sins; that you, through
the merits of Hisrighteousness, may bere-instated to the
favor of God. Do you know that aholy and just God will
accept your effortsto keep Hislaw, throughthe meritsof His
own beloved Sonwho died for your rebellion and sin?
Youmay say that you believein Jesus, whenyou havean
gppreciation of thecost of salvation. Youmay makethisclam,
whenyoufeel that Jesusdied for you onthecruel cross of
Calvary; whenyou have an intelligent, understanding faith
that Hisdeath makesit possiblefor you to ceasefromsin,
andto perfect arighteous character through the grace of God,
bestowed upon you asthe purchase of Christ’sblood. . . .
“Asmany as| love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.” Hasthere been adeparturefrom God?
then there must be areturning unto Him; there must be a
doing of thefirst works;, there must be aclose examination of
thelife. The state of the character must be compared with
thegreat moral standard of righteousness. Theremust bea
searching out of the peculiar snswhich have been offensive
to God, which havedishonored Hisname, and quenched the
light of His Spirit, and killed thefirst lovefromthesoul. . . .
“1 counsel thee,” saith the True Witness, “to buy of me
goldtriedinthefire, that thou mayest berich; and whiterai-
ment that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear.” Christ’srighteousnesswill not
cover theunrighteousnessof any one. “ All unrighteousnessis
an,” and“snisthetransgression of thelaw,” therefore, those
who are breaking thelaw of God and teaching othersto break
it, will not be covered with the garments of Christ’srigh-
teousness. He came not to save men intheir sins; but from
their sins. . . . Weneed an advocate with the Father, because
itisthe Father’slaw that we have broken. We need to re-
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pent of our transgression, and returnto our alegianceto God.
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also thelaw: for
sinisthetransgression of thelaw. And yeknow that hewas
manifested to takeaway our sins. andinhimisnosin. Who-
soever abideth in him sinneth not; whosoever sinneth hath
not seen him, neither known him.” Hereitisplainly stated
that whosoever abidethin Christ will not be atransgressor of
thelaw of God. . . .

Hewhoisthedivine Head of the church, the mightiest of
conquerors, would point Hisfollowersto Hislife, Histoails,
Hissdf-denias, Hisstruggles, and sufferings, through con-
tempt, throughreection, ridicule, scorn, insult, mockery, false-
hood, up the path of Calvary to the scene of the crucifixion,
that they might be encouraged to press on toward the mark
for the prize and reward of the overcomer. Victory isas-
sured through faith and obedience. Let usmakean applica-
tion of thewordsof Christ to our ownindividual cases. Are
we poor, and blind, and wretched, and miserable? Then et
usseek thegold and whiteraiment that He offers. Thework
of overcomingisnot restricted to the age of themartyrs. The
conflictisfor us, inthese daysof subtletemptationtoworld-
liness, to sdlf-security, toindulgence of pride, covetousness,
fasedoctrines, andimmordlity of life. “ By their fruitsyeshall
know them,” and every churchisto bear thetest of God's
law. Shall we stand beforethe proving of God?1bid., July
24,1888. Emphasisintheoriginal.

Satan doesall that he can to encourage our natural tendency to not
look to, and to not follow Christ. Hedoesall that he possibly canto
eclipse our view of Jesus and to get usto be more concerned asto
what man thinks of usthan of what Jesusdoes. He getsusto looking
to man for guidance and counsel rather than to Jesus Christ. It was
because of Satan’s successin thisareathat God had Waggoner and
Jonespresent their messagesonrighteousnessby faith—thethirdange’s

message.
Now, it has been Satan’ sdetermined purposeto eclipse

theview of Jesusand lead men to look to man, and trust to
man, and be educated to expect help from man. For years
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the church hasbeenooking to man and expecting muchfrom
man, but not looking to Jesus, inwhom our hopesof eterna
lifeare centered. Therefore God gaveto Hisservantsates-
timony that presented thetruth asitisin Jesus, whichisthe
third angel’smessage, in clear, distinct lines. Testimoniesto
Ministers, 93.

To not belooking to and following and obeying Christ, or to be
expecting much from anyoneother than Christ, whether from our own
wisdom or from other men, istowalk in step with the beast, and the
image warned against by thethird angel’smessage. Inthisantitypical
day of atonement, wemust especiallly belooking to Christ rather than
tomanfor our spiritua guidanceand character development. Thisthird
angel’smessage of ooking to Christ inthe heavenly sanctuary, rather
than to man—the beast and hisimage—must be sounded to awaken

thepeople:

Itisinthistimeof probationthat we areto prepareeither
for eternd lifeinglory, or for perdition. Itisherethat weare
engaged inthework of character-building; and if we suc-
ceed, we shall merit from the Master the welcome, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.” Christ hasgoneinto
themost holy department, and hasleft usword towatch and
pray, lest Hereturn suddenly and find usdeeping. Thechar-
acter whichweare now making will comeinreview before
God before Christ |eavesthe sanctuary. Here God will see
what characterswe have been building for timeand eternity.
How shall we stand before the great Eternal ? How many
sheaveswill we have brought to the Master through our ear-
nest efforts?. . .

All havedefectsof character to overcome, and therefore
no human being can be your pattern. You should not feel
content to do merely asothersdo. If they do not liveout the
truth, will it excuse you for disobedience?You should not
imitatetheir example; you should try to help them by aright
courseof living beforethem. . . . .

The third angel’s message must go over the land, and
awaken the people, and call their attention to the command-
mentsof God and thefaith of Jesus. Another angdl uniteshis
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voicewiththethird angel, and the earthislighted with its
glory. Thelight increases, and it shinesout to all the nations
of theearth. Itisto goforth asalight that burneth. It will be
attended with great power, until itsgolden beamshavefallen
upon every tongue, every people, and every nation upon the
face of thewhole earth. Let meask you, What you aredoing
to preparefor thiswork?Areyou building for eternity?You
must remember that thisangel representsthe peoplethat have
thismessageto givetotheworld. Areyou among that people?
Doyouredly believethat thiswork inwhichweare engaged
istruly thethird angel’ smessage? I so, then you understand
that we have amighty work to do, and that we ought to be
about it. We must sanctify ourselves by a strict obedience
to thetruth, placing ourselvesinright relation to God and
Hiswork. Review and Herald, August 18, 1885.

God raisesup men to meet the need of the hour. Heraisesup those
who call Hispeopletolook to and to follow Jesusin obedience asthe
Source of our righteousness—right doing (see Christ’s Object Les-
sons, 312):

God hasrai sed up mentomeet thenecessity of thistimewho
will cry doud and spare not, whowill lift uptheir voicelikea
trumpet, and show my peoplethar tranggress onsand thehouse
of Jacobtheir sns. Their work isnot only to proclamthelaw,
but to preach thetruth for thistime—the L ord our righteous-
ness. Thecurseof Meroz will be upon thosewho do not now
comeuptothehdpof theL ord againg themighty. Well may the
question beaskedinthespirit of Elijah. “How long halt yebe-
tweentwo opinions?f theLordbeGod, follow him; butif Badl,
thenfollow him.” Ibid., August 13, 1889.

The servant of the Lord went on to give awarning to those who
worked contrary to His chosen messengers. Those who would do
anything to calm rather than help to awaken the peopleto the solem-
nity of thishour [thegreat day of atonement}, if they persisted, would
receivethereward of thosewho arein openrebellion against God:

All heavenisinterested in thework that isgoing on upon
the earth. But there are those who see no necessity for a
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specia work at thistime. While God isworking to arouse
the people, they seek to turn aside the message of warning,
reproof, and entreaty. Their influencetendsto quiet thefears
of the people, and to prevent them from awaking to the so-
lemnity of thistime. Thosewho aredoingthis, aregiving the
trumpet no certain sound. They ought to be awake to the
situation, but they have become ensnared by the enemy. If
they do not changetheir course, they will berecorded onthe
booksof heaven asstewardswho areunfaithful inthesacred
trusts committed to them, and the same reward will be ap-
portioned to them asto thosewho areat enmity andin open
rebellionagainst God. 1bid.

Wheninquired of, the servant of the L ord clarified that justification
by faith in Jesus Christ is“thethird angel’smessagein verity.” She
went onto discussthe church’sgreat need of experiencing thereviva
and reformation advocated by the True Witness in the message to
L aodicea. The memberswereto ook to and obey Christ astheonly
source of the righteousnessrepresented by thewedding garment:

Several havewrittentome, inquiring if the message of
justification by faith isthethird angel’s message, and |
have answered, “It isthe third angel’s message in ver-
ity.”. .. God haslight for His people, and all who will ac-
cept it will seethe sinfulnessof remaining inalukewarm
condition; they will heed the counsel of the True Witness
when He says, “Be zealous therefore, and repent. Be-
hold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will comeinto him, and will
sup with him, and hewithme.”

The Churchispresented asstanding in aself-satisfied,
pleased, proud, independent position, ignorant of her desti-
tution and wretchedness. By her attitudeshesays, “1 amrich,
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.”. . .

The gold that Jesus would have us buy of Himisgold
tried inthefire; itisthegold of faith and love, that hasno
defiling substance mingled withit. Thewhiteraiment isthe
righteousness of Christ, thewedding garment which Christ
alonecan give. Theeye-salveisthetrue spiritual discern-
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ment that isso wanting among us, for spiritua thingsmust be
spiritualy discerned. Ibid., April 1, 1890.

Thequestion of most vital importanceintheendtimeis“Whoison
theLord' sside?’ Only thosewho experience thetransforming grace
of Christ will beableto givethefina angd’smessagetotheworld:

Thequestion of most vitd importancefor thistimeis, “Who
isontheLord sside?Whowill unitewiththeange ingiving
the message of truth to theworld?Who will receivethelight
that istofill thewholeearthwithitsglory?” Thosewho cher-
ishthelight that they have, will receilvemore. Increasinglight
will shineabout the soulswho yield to the softening, subdu-
inggraceof Christ; and thosewho lovethelight, will besaved
fromthedelusionsof Satan. Hewill strivewithintenseen-
ergy toexhibit, through hismiracle-working power, sgnsand
wondersthat will seem to eclipsethework that God will do
inthe earth. And all will be deceived except those whose
namesarewritteninthe Lamb’sbook of life. Weneed light
now at every step, lest we be swept away with the error of
thewicked. Ibid., November 5, 1889.

Only asweexperiencethereviva and reformation of turning from
self and looking solely to Christ arewefitted to witnesseffectively to
others. When we cease from |ooking to man and rather ook to Jesus,
wewill becomerighteousby faith through transformationinto Hislike-
ness

When the heart isemptied of self, it will beready for
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and then you will befitted
to strengthen the sheep and lambs of the flock of Christ;
for self will be hid with Christin God. The Spirit of Christ
will bemanifestedinyour daily life. The apostle says, “Be
yeholy inal manner of conversation.” You areto befound
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Your whole
body, soul, and spirit are to be preserved blameless unto
the coming of the Lord. What we need isthe deep movings
of the Spirit of God; for the standard of Christianlifeis
expressed in thesewords: “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
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thy mind, andwith all thy strength. . .. Thou shalt lovethy
neighbor asthyself.”

Inorder tofulfill thisdivine requirement, weneed to look
upon Himwhom our sinshave pierced, and become changed
into Hisimage. We need the endowment of the Holy Spirit.
Sgnsof the Times, August 1, 1892.

In 1888, Satan used differences in understanding of thelaw in
Galatiansto distract God'sleadersfromthecall to reviva and refor-
mation which they so desperately needed. Controversy asto whether
Paul wasreferring to themoral law or to the ceremonia law asbeing
“the schoolmaster to bring usunto Christ” wasassociated with sucha
spiritud state of our leadersthat they were unwilling to surrender pre-
conceived opinionsand surrender to the messagesfor reviva and ref-
ormation. They persisted inlooking to and upholding their own opin-
ions and ways, and those of other leaders, and refused to turn and
look only to Jesusfor the needed guidance and revival. The conse-
guenceswere most disastrous and wide spread. Because of their fail-
ureto look to Jesusin contrition and obedience—experiencerigh-
teousnessby faith—they were unableto receivetheHoly Spiritinlat-
ter rain power. In 1896, eight years after the 1888 General Confer-
ence session, the servant of the L ord penned thefollowing sad com-
mentary:

“Thelaw was our school master to bring usunto Chrigt,
that wemight bejustified by faith” Galatians 3:24. Inthis
scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostleis speaking es-
pecidly of themord law. Thelaw reved ssintous, and causes
ustofeel our need of Christ and to fleeunto Himfor pardon
and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Anunwillingnessto yield up preconceived opinions, and
to accept thistruth, lay at thefoundation of alarge share of
the opposition manifested at MinneapolisagainsttheLord's
messagethrough Brethren[E. J] Waggoner and[A. T.] Jones.
By exciting that opposition Satan succeeded in shutting avay
from our people, in agreat measure, the specia power of the
Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The enemy
prevented them from obtaining that efficiency which might
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have been theirsin carrying the truth to the world, asthe
apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. Thelight
that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was re-
sisted, and by the action of our own brethren hasbeenina
great degree kept away fromtheworld. Selected Messages,
book 1, 234-235.

Inthe sameyear, Ellen White sent thefollowing severerebuketo
leaderswho were continuing to refuseto follow and obey Jesus Christ
fully. By failing to experiencerighteousness by faith—justification and
sanctification—they werefa seguidepods:

| have no smooth message to bear to those who have
been solong asfa se guideposts, pointing thewrong way. If
you reject Christ’ sdelegated messengers, you rgect Christ.
Neglect thisgreat salvation, kept beforeyou for years, de-
spisethisgloriousoffer of justification through the blood of
Christ and sanctification through the cleansing power of the
Holy Spirit, and there remaineth no more sacrificefor sins,
but acertain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indig-
nation. | entreat you now to humble yourselvesand cease
your stubborn resistance of light and evidence. Say untothe
Lord, Mineiniquities have separated between me and my
God. O Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins
from the book of Thy remembrance. Praise Hisholy name,
thereisforgivenesswith Him, and you can be converted,
transformed. Testimoniesto Ministers, 97-98.

Hasnot thisseriousrefusal to experiencerighteousnessby faith—
to cease from the ways of man, and rather to look to and to obey
Christimplicitly asaresult of contrition and transformation—persisted
tothe present time?Wearetill here uponthisearth. God hasstill been
unableto placeapproval upon our stubbornwaywardnessin our per-
sonal livesand in our work for Him. He has not yet been ableto pour
out thelatter rain upon us. We have not yet been empowered to give
theloud cry. We professto believein righteousness by faith, but in
reality we are unrighteous because of lack of faithin, and lack of obe-
dienceto, theleadership of JesusChrigt. Christ’smessagesto usthrough
the Spirit of Prophecy—the Testimony of Jesus—areto agrest extent
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of none effect among us. Ever since 1888, because of our unright-
eousnessfromlack of faithinthe counselsgiven, we have not been
found qualified to receivethelatter rain or to givetheloud cry. Be-
causeof our stubborn persistenceinlooking to, andinfollowing man,
wehavenot been found qualifiedto give, inlatter rain power, thethree
angels messages of full surrender to Christ. Because of thegreat dis-
crepanciesbetween our practicesand our preaching, we havenot yet
beenfound qudifiedtofinishtheLord' swork uponthisearth. In 1903—
100 years ago—the servant of the L ord penned thefollowing strong
rebukeand warning:

Our positionintheworldisnot what it should be. Weare
far from wherewe should have been had our Christian expe-
rience been in harmony with thelight and the opportunities
given us, had we from the beginning constantly pressed on-
ward and upward. Had wewalked in thelight that hasbeen
given us, had wefollowed on to know the Lord, our path
would have grown brighter and brighter. But many of those
who have had special light are so conformed to theworld
that they can scarcely bedistinguished fromworldlings. They
do not stand forth as God's peculiar people, chosen and pre-
cious. Itisdifficult to discern between him that serveth God
and himthat serveth Him not.

I nthe ba ances of the sanctuary the Seventh-day Advent-
ist churchisto beweighed. Shewill bejudged by theprivi-
leges and advantagesthat she hashad. If her spiritual expe-
rience does not correspond to the advantagesthat Christ, at
infinite cost, hasbestowed on her, if the blessings conferred
have not qualified her to do thework entrusted to her, onher
will be pronounced the sentence: “ Found wanting.” By the
light bestowed, the opportunitiesgiven, will shebejudged.
Testimonies, vol. 8, 247.

Becausewe have allowed Satan to “make of none effect thetesti-
mony of the Holy Spirit” among us, we are unprepared to receivethe
Holy Spiritingreater power:

God hasinstorelove, joy, peace, and glorioustriumph
for al who serve Himin spirit and in truth. Hiscommand-
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ment-keeping peopleareto stand constantly inreadinessfor
sarvice. They areto receiveincreased grace and power, and
increased knowledgeof theHoly Spirit’ sworking. But many
arenot ready to receivethe preciousgiftsof the Spirit which
God iswaiting to bestow on them. They are not reaching
higher and il higher for power from abovethat through the
giftsbestowed, they may berecognized as God’s peculiar
people, zealousof good works. . . .

Would we not now have much greater light if, in the
past, we had received the L ord’s admonitions, acknowl-
edged His presence, and turned away from all practices
contrary to Hiswill? Had we donethis, thelight of heaven
would have shoneinto the soul-templ e, enabling usto com-
prehend the truth and to love God supremely and our
neighborsasourselves. Oh, how greatly Christ isdishon-
ored by those who, professing to be Christians, disgrace
the namethey bear by failing to maketheir lives corre-
spond to their profession. Ibid., 247-248.

Because of our stubborn persistencein choosing our own ways of
living and working for Christ contrary to Hiscounselsto us, God says
that Hewill choose our delusions:

Onewho seesbeneath the surface, who readsthe hearts
of dl men, saysof thosewho havehad grest light: “ They are
not afflicted and astoni shed because of their moral and spir-
itual condition.” Yea, they have chosen their ownways, and
their soul delightethintheir abominations. | alsowill choose
their delusions, and will bring their fearsupon them; because
when | called, nonedid answer; when | spake, they did not
hear: but they did evil before Mine eyes, and chosethat in
which | delighted not.” “ God shall send them strong delu-
sion, that they should believealie,” becausethey received
not thelove of thetruth, that they might be saved,” “but had
pleasurein unrighteousness.” Isaiah 66:3, 4; 2 Thessalonians
2:11, 10, 12. Ibid., 249.

What stronger delusion could come upon usthan that our pretense
of obeyingtheLord, wheninreality wearefollowing thewaysof the
world, isacceptableto Him and isbeing blessed by Him:
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The heavenly Teacher inquired: “What stronger delusion
can beguilethe mind than the pretensethat you are building
on theright foundation and that God accepts your works,
wheninredlity you areworking out many thingsaccording to
worldly policy and are sinning against Jehovah?Oh, itisa
great deception, afascinating delusion, that takes possession
of mindswhen menwho haveonceknownthetruth, mistake
theform of godlinessfor the spirit and power thereof; when
they suppose that they are rich and increased with goods
andin need of nothing, whilein reality they arein need of
everything.” Ibid., 249-250.

Whenwe areliving liketheworld and adopting the methods and
standards of theworld for our ingtitutionsand ministry, our pretended
garmentsof righteousnessare spotted with stainsof theworld and we
arespiritud harlots.

Who cantruthfully say: “Our goldistried inthefire; our
garmentsare unspotted by theworld” ? | saw our Instructor
pointing to the garments of so-called righteousness. Strip-
ping them off, Helaid barethe defilement benesth. ThenHe
said to me: “Can you not see how they have pretentiously
covered up their defilement and rottenness of character?
‘How isthefaithful city becomean harlot!” My Father’ shouse
ismade ahouse of merchandise, aplacewhencethedivine
presence and glory have departed! For thiscausethereis
weakness, and strengthislacking.” 1bid., 250.

A century ago, fifteen yearsafter werejected the message of righ-
teousnessby faith, the messenger of the L ord closed the aboverebuke
andwarningtouswithacall toreviva and reformation. If wepersstin
refusing that call to liveand work inthe manner Christ hasinstructed
us—according to Hiswill—wedo so at our eterna peil:

Unlessthechurch, whichisnow beingleavened with her
own backdiding, shall repent and be converted, shewill eat
of thefruit of her own doing, until she shall abhor herself.
When sheresiststhe evil and choosesthe good, when she
seeks God with al humility and reachesher high callingin
Christ, standing ontheplatform of eternal truth and by faith
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laying hold upon the attainments prepared for her, shewill be
healed. Shewill appear in her God-given smplicity and pu-
rity, separate from earthly entanglements, showing that the
truth has made her freeindeed. Then her memberswill in-
deed bethe chosen of God, Hisrepresentatives.

Thetime has comefor athorough reformation to take
place. When thisreformation begins, thespirit of prayer will
actuate every believer and will banish from the church the
spirit of discord and strife. Thosewho havenot beenlivingin
Christian fellowship will draw close to one another. One
member working inright lineswill lead other membersto
unitewith himinmaking intercessionfor therevelation of the
Holy Spirit. Therewill beno confusion, becausedl will bein
harmony with the mind of the Spirit. The barriers separating
believer from believer will be broken down, and God's ser-
vantswill speak the samethings. The Lord will cooperate
with Hisservants. All will pray understandingly the prayer
that Chrigt taught Hisservants. “ Thy kingdom come. Thy will
bedonein earth, asitisin heaven.” Matthew 6:10. Ibid.,
250-251.




Chapter Eleven

OuUR GREATEST NEED
Revival and Reformation Now

gospd of salvation—theeverlasting gospd . It consstsof par-

donand transformation through faithinwhat Christ hasdone
2,000 years ago outside of us and what He can do within us now
through HisHigh Priestly ministry. By God' sgrace, we can not only be
pardoned frontheguilt of our Sins, but also delivered, inthislife, from
the power of sin. Christ cameand took our fallen nature to show that
humanity, united to divinity, doesnot sin. Heisour Exampleand by His
gracewe can represent Him correctly inthispresent life.

Victoriouslivingispossbleonly whenthelifeweliveistheresult of
Christlivinginus. Christ’sprofessed peoplearethosewho claimto
have opened their heart doorsto Hisindwelling and are considered
Histemple, Hisdwelling place—“whichtempleyeare.” 1 Corinthians
3:17. When Christ’sfollowerssin, Histempleispolluted, in need of
cleangng.

When asinner confesses and repents, the earthly “temple’—the
individual and the church—isforgiven. (Sin usually doesnot result
inguilt solely for the perpetrator. Asthe case of Achan teaches, the
group isheld accountablefor theindividual. Very rareindeed isthe
group who hasgiven aproper example and completeinstructionin
righteousness to each of its members. Thus, sins of one member
are partly theresponsibility of all.) The confessed and forgivensin
istransferred to the heavenly sanctuary whereit isregistered to the
individual’sand to the church’saccount. The pardoned partiesare
placed on probation. They are declared clean but not cured from
theleprosy of sin. The probationary timeisfor experiencing sanc-
tification through the transforming power of “ Christ in you the hope

of glory.”

Q SWE HAVE SEEN in our study thusfar, thereisonly one

137
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Onthegreat day of atonement, inwhichweareliving since 1844,
the cases of all are reviewed to document who havetaken advantage
of thecurefromsinsofredly offered. Thosewho haveallowed Christ
to cleansethe soul templefrom the power of sinaredeclared cured,
their sinsareblotted out, and their namesretained in the Lamb’ sbook
of life. Christ’ssubgtitutionary death on the cross—the second death
of complete separation from God—cancels the guilt of the cured
snner’ sdisobediencesand theredeemed isrestored to full unionwith
God and eternal existencein Hisuniverse. Thosewho haveretained
even only one unconfessed and unrepented of sin are declared un-
cured and incurable. Their sinsare not blotted out, but rather their
nameisremoved fromthebook of life. They must bear theguilt of their
own sinand must suffer eternal separation from God—eternal degth.

When al of the cases of Christ’s professed followers, from the
garden of Eden until now, arereviewed and their status of cured or
incurableisdetermined, the guilt of the sinsof theincurableisplaced
upon them, the guilt of the sinsof the cured i s placed upon Satan for
himto bear hisshare. Thetemple on earth consisting then of only those
cured fromsin—Chrigt’struefollowers—arethen fully released from
their culpability. Their atonement iscompleted.

Theseareindeed lifeand death issues. All repentant sinnersfrom
Adam and Eve onward have looked forward to this our day “upon
whom theendsof theworld arecome.”

Itisdifficult for the human mind to comprehend thefull importance
of the Great Day of Atonement inwhichwelive. We can be certain of
onething, and that isthat our eternal destiny isbeing reviewed and
Christisestablishing for al timewhether or not each of His professed
followersiscured or incurable—arethey safeto save. We can also
know that for Christ to be ableto cleansethe heavenly sanctuary, for
Hisheavenly ministry to be ableto cease, for Himto be ableto come
the second time, and for the great controversy to bedrawnto aclose,
Christ must be ableto find ageneration of followerswho arejust as
desirousand willing to be cleansed from participationinsin asthey are
from the guilt of sin. For Christ to be able to cleanse the heavenly
sanctuary, Histemple on earth must demonstrate, by Hisgrace, that
they are cleansed and cured from sin. Christ must have ageneration
who have allowed His character to be fully reproduced in them as
demonstrated, at least in part, by their full obedienceto Hiswill. Yes,
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“Thehonor of God, thehonor of Chrigt, isinvolved inthe perfection of
the character of Hispeople.” Desire of Ages, 671.

Itisindeed an awesome and humbling thought that the Godhead's
honor, their law, their character, thefoundation of their governmentis
affected by their being ableto demonstrate that their plan of salvation
isableto saverepentant snnersfrom their snsand not intheir sins. If
thelatter werenot true, then repentant Adam and Eve could have been
immediately restored to the Garden of Eden.

Wordsfail usto depict the awesomeimportance of thisGreat Day
of Atonement inwhichwelive. And only theHoly Spirit can help each
one of usto evaluate correctly our behavior and conduct while our
eternal destiniesarebeing decided, not just in heaven, but by our day-
to-day surrender to Christ’stransforming, sanctifying, soul-cleansing
power. We can be certain that if it was ever safe for afollower of
Christ toknowingly ignore, neglect, or regject any counsel through any
of Hischosen messengers, itisnot safeto do sointheday of atone-
ment. If it wasever safefor God'speopleto knowingly participatein
sn, itisnot now safeintheday of atonement. Thereader isreferredto
the book Why Jesus\W\éits, by Herbert E. Douglass, availablethrough
your Adventist Book Center, for an in-depth presentation of the spiri-
tual condition of God'sfina generation.

Thewhole[day of atonement] ceremony wasdesigned
toimpressthelsraeliteswith the holiness of God and His
abhorrence of sin; and, further, to show them that they
could not comein contact with sin without becoming pol-
luted. Every manwasrequired to afflict hissoul whilethis
work of atonement was going forward. All businesswas
to belaid aside, and thewhole congregation of Isragl were
to spend the day in solemn humiliation before God, with
prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart. Great Con-
troversy, 419-420.

From the above, we can conclude that the day of atonement was
not atimefor partying or celebration; certainly not prior totheir atone-
ment being completed at the close of probation with thewords* he
that isrighteous, let him berighteousdtill; and hethat isholy, let him be
holy still.” We can conclude from the statement which followsthat now
isalsonot atimefor approving plurdismor for neutrality for neutrality
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istreason against God. Inaspiritual crisis, blindnessdevel opsinany
attempt to be neutral on doctrina issuesand church policieswhichare
inerror:

Wheat astoni shing deception and fearful blindnesshad, like
adark cloud, covered Israel! Thisblindness and apostasy
had not closed about them suddenly; it had come upon them
gradually asthey had not heeded the word of reproof and
warning which the Lord had sent to them because of their
prideandtheir sns. And now, inthisfearful crigs, inthepres-
ence of theidolatrous priestsand the apostate king, they re-
mained neutrd. If God abhorsonesn aboveancther, of which
Hispeoplearequilty, itisdoing nothing in case of an emer-
gency. Indifferenceand neutrality inareligiouscrisisisre-
garded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the very
worst typeof hogtility against God. Testimonies, val. 3, 280—
281.

Chrigt’sfollowershaveno right to stand on the ground of
neutrality. Thereismore hope of an open enemy than of one
whoisneutral. Review and Herald, February 25, 1902.

You cannot affiliate with theworld without becoming a
partaker of itsspirit, without becoming guilty of treesonagaingt
the Lord who hasbought you. Ibid., August 26, 1890.

Let uslistentothe servant of the L ord asshedescribesthe urgency
of our spiritud Stuation:

Wearenow living in the solemn period of theantitypical
day of atonement. Inthetype, the sinsof the people were,
on the atonement day, to be called to mind and repented of .
Itwasatimeof humiliation and affliction of soul. Thegrestest
carewasenjoined that every part of the service be attended
to with becoming reverence, lest the anger of the Lord be
displayed. The high priest wasrequired to make the most
careful and solemn preparation, and he must guard himsel f
withtheutmost diligencefromal contamination. Howmuch
morewhilethe antitypica atonement isgoing onin heaven,
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should thosewho minister in sacred thingsbe holy. “ Beye
cleanthat bear thevesselsof theLord.” Said Chrigt, “1 sanc-
tify Mysdlf that they also may besanctified.” Thosewho are
sent to the peoplein Christ’s stead should be men of God,
pureinlife, purein conversation, ensamplestotheflock. They
have a solemn work beforethem, warning every man and
teaching every man, inall wisdom, that we may present ev-
ery man perfectin Christ Jesus. “Whereunto | dsolabor striv-
ing according to Hisworking whichworkethinmemightily.”
Manuscript Releases, vol. 5, 5-6.

Wearenow livinginthegreat day of atonement. Inthe
typica service, whilethe high priest wasmaking the atone-
ment for Israel, al wererequired to afflict their soulsby re-
pentance of sinand humiliation beforetheLord, lest they be
cut off from among the people. Inlikemanner, al whowould
havetheir namesretained in the book of life should now, in
thefew remaining daysof their probation, afflict their souls
before God by sorrow for sin and true repentance. There
must be deep, faithful searching of heart. Thelight, frivolous
spiritindulged by so many professed Christians must be put
away. Thereisearnest warfarebeforeall whowould subdue
the evil tendenciesthat strivefor the mastery. Thework of
preparationisanindividua work. Wearenot saved ingroups.
The purity and devotion of onewill not offset the want of
these qualitiesin another. Though all nationsareto passin
judgment before God, yet Hewill examinethe case of each
individud withascloseand searching scrutiny asif therewere
not another being upon the earth. Everyone must be tested
and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work
of the atonement. Momentous are the interests involved
therein. Thejudgment isnow passing inthesanctuary above.
For many yearsthiswork hasbeenin progress. Soon—none
know how soon—it will passtothecasesof theliving. Inthe
awful presenceof God our livesareto comeupinreview. At
thistimeaboveal othersit behoovesevery soul to heed the
Saviour’sadmonition: “Watch and pray: for yeknow not when
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thetimeis.” Mark 13:33. “If thereforethou shalt not watch,
| will comeontheeasathief, and thou shalt not know what
hour | will comeuponthee.” Revelation 3:3. Great Contro-
ver sy, 489-490.

Inthisgreat day of atonement our work isthat of heart-
searching, of self-abasement, and confession of sin, each
humbling hisown soul before God, and seeking pardon for
himself individually. Anciently every onethat did not onthe
day of atonement afflict hissoul, wascut off from the people.
God would have uswork out our own salvation with fear
andtrembling. If each will search and seewhat snsarelurk-
inginhisown heart to shut out Jesus, hewill find suchawork
to dothat hewill beready to esteem othersbetter than him-
self. He will no longer seek to pluck the mote out of his
brother’s eye while abeam isin his own eye. Historical
Sketches, 213.

Thetime of trouble such asnever was, issoon to open
upon us; and we shall need an experience which wedo not
now possess, and which many aretooindolent to obtain. It
isoftenthe casethat troubleisgreater in anticipation thanin
reality; but thisisnot true of the crisisbefore us. The most
vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of theordedl.
And now, whilethe precious Saviour ismaking an atone-
ment for us, we should seek to become perfect in Christ.
God'sprovidenceistheschool inwhichwearetolearnthe
meeknessand lowliness of Jesus. TheLordisever setting
before us, not theway wewould choose, whichiseasier and
pleasanter to us, but thetrueaimsof life. None can neglect
or defer thiswork but at themost fearful peril to their souls.
Maranatha, 275.

Over 100 yearsago, Ellen G White gave usthefollowing strong
rebuke and solemn appeal from Christ. How long darewedelay in
heedingitscall?

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place
of theheavenly sanctuary, to begin thework of theinvestiga:
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tivejudgment. The cases of therighteous dead have been
passingin review before God. When that work shal becom-
pleted, judgment isto be pronounced upon theliving. How
precious, how important arethese solemn moments! Each of
us hasacase pending in the court of heaven. Weareindi-
vidually to be judged according to the deeds done in the
body. In thetypical service, when the work of atonement
was performed by the high priest in themost holy place of
the earthly sanctuary, the peoplewererequired to afflict their
soulsbefore God, and confesstheir sins, that they might be
atoned for and blotted out. Will any lessberequired of usin
thisantitypical day of atonement, when Christinthesanctu-
ary aboveispleading in behalf of Hispeople, and thefinal,
irrevocable decision isto be pronounced upon every case?

What isour conditioninthisfearful and solemntime?Alas,
what prideisprevailingin the church, what hypocrisy, what
deception, what loveof dress, frivolity, and amusement, what
desirefor the supremacy! All these sins have clouded the
mind, so that eternal things have not been discerned. Shall
we not search the Scriptures, that we may know wherewe
areinthisworld' shistory? Shal wenot becomeintelligentin
regard to thework that isbeing accomplished for usat this
time, and the position that we assinnersshould occupy while
thiswork of atonement isgoing forward? If we have any
regard for our souls' salvation, we must make a decided
change. Wemust seek the Lord with true penitence; we must
with deep contrition of soul confessour sins, that they may
be blotted out.

We must no longer remain upon the enchanted ground.
Wearefast approaching the close of our probation. L et ev-
ery soul inquire, How do | stand before God?We know not
how soon our names may be taken into the lips of Christ,
and our casesbefinaly decided. What, oh, what will these
decisonsbe! Shdl webe counted withtherighteous, or shall
we be numbered with the wicked? Sel ected Messages, book
1, 125-126.
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The Early and the Latter Rains

Leadersand laity, if therewasever aproper timefor arevival and
reformation among God'speople, now isthat time! Revival and refor-
mation must begin with adeep, earnest searching through the Spirit of
Prophecy andto ask theHoly Spirit toreveda to usevery stepwemust
take now to prepare ourselves, and our peoplefor the outpouring of
thelatter rain experience, which must comesoon. Theearly rainexpe-
rience must come first to prepare usfor the great Pentecost that is
promised.

Then shall weknow, if wefollow onto know the Lorb:
hisgoing forthisprepared asthemorning; and heshal come
unto us astherain, as the latter and former rain unto the
earth. Hosea 6:3.

Beglad then, yechildren of Zion, and rgjoiceintheLorp
your God: for he hath given you theformer rain moderately,
and hewill causeto comedown for youtherain, theformer
rain, and thelatter raininthefirst month. Joel 2:23.

By thepower of theHoly Spirit themord imageof Godis
to be perfected in the character. We areto bewholly trans-
formedinto thelikenessof Chrigt.

Thelatter rain, ripening earth’ sharvest, representsthe spiri-
tual gracethat preparesthe church for the coming of the Son
of man. But unlesstheformer rain hasfalen, therewill beno
life; thegreenbladewill not spring up. Unlesstheearly show-
ershavedonetheir work, thelatter rain can bring no seed to
perfection. ...

“Many haveinagreat measurefailedtoreceivetheformer
rain. They have not obtained al the benefitsthat God has
thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be
supplied by thelatter rain. When therichest abundance of
grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their heartsto
receiveit. They aremaking aterriblemistake. Thework that
God has begun in the human heart in giving Hislight and
knowledge must be continually going forward. Every indi-
vidua must redlize hisown necessity. The heart must beemp-



Our GREATEST NEED 145

tied of every defilement and cleansed for theindwelling of
the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by
earnest prayer and consecration of themselvesto God, that
theearly disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy
SpiritontheDay of Pentecost. Thesamework, only ingreater
degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only
to ask for theblessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the
work concerning him. It is God who began thework, and
Hewiill finish Hiswork, making man completein JesusChrigt.
But there must be no neglect of the gracerepresented by the
former rain. Only thosewho areliving up to thelight they
havewill receivegrester light. Unlesswearedaily advancing
intheexemplification of theactive Chrigtian virtues, weshal
not recognizethe manifestationsof theHoly Spiritinthelat-
ter rain. It may befalling on heartsal around us, but weshall
not discern or receiveit. . ..

If wedo not progress, if wedo not placeourselvesinan
attitude to receive both the former and the latter rain, we
shdll lose our souls, and theresponsibility will lieat our own
door.” 1bid., 506-508.

The Former Rain Experience
Is Victory Over All Temptation to Sin

To preparefor thelatter rain:

Andit shall cometo passafterward, that | will pour out
my spirit upon all flesh; and your sonsand your daughters
shdl prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shdl seevisions. Joel 2:28.

In HisWord, God has committed to men theknowledge
necessary for salvation. The Holy Scripturesareto be ac-
cepted asanauthoritetive, infaliblereveaion of Hiswill. They
arethe standard of character, therevealer of doctrines, and
thetest of experience. . . .

Yet thefact that God hasreved ed Hiswill to menthrough
HisWord, has not rendered needl ess the continued pres-
enceand guiding of theHoly Spirit. . ..
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Therearethosewho will begladtolull youtosleepin
your carnal security, but | haveadifferent work. My mes-
sageistoaarmyou, to bid you reform your livesand cease
your rebellion against the God of the universe. Takethe Word
of God, and seeif you arein harmony withit. Isyour charac-
ter such aswill bear the search of theheavenly investigation?
The Faith | Live By, 293.

Sdf-will inusmust die; Chrigt’swill donemust beobeyed.
Thesoldier in Christ’sarmy must learn to endure hardness,
deny sdlf, take up the cross, and follow where his Captain
leadstheway. Therearemany thingsto dowhich aretrying
to human nature, and painful to flesh and blood. Thiswork of
self-subduing requiresdetermined, continuouseffort. Infight-
ing the good fight of faith, obtai ning preciousvictories, we
arelaying hold of eternal life. Youth'sInstructor, Dec. 22,
1886.

God'sfaithful soulsamong ministers, leaders, andlaity havenow a
greater respons bility than ever hasbeeninthisgreat controversy be-
tween Christ and Satan. Theleaders of the Protestant reformation of
the 14" to 16" centurieswerewilling to diefor what they accepted as
truth from their study of the Scriptures. Thesefreedom-loving reform-
ers set themselvesto accept death rather than compromisethetruth,
asthey understood it. These reformers pointed the people away from
thearm of flesh by presenting thefreedom of conscienceto study Scrip-
tures, and the Holy Spirit wastheir teacher.

Thesereformers, Wycliffe, Huss, Jerome, Martin L uther, Knox,
and theWed ey’ swerethetrue heroesof thereformation. God needs
heroesinthisfind crisishour. Truereformers—men and women—uwill
stand for truth without asingle compromise. Thefaith and freedom
bequeathed to us by these brave and gallant men must now berevived
inthe Seventh-day Adventist Church. We must now understand the
great sacrificethat heaven hasmade. Thegreat responsibility that now
isoursisto completethereformation that wasgivento thechurch after
thedisappointment of 1844.

The Omegaof Apostasy isstrangling God' s peopl €; keeping them
from compl eting the gospel commission. Thereformersled theway
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out of the darknessof theMiddleAgestothegloriouslight of justifica-
tion by faith that wasresponsiblefor the papacy receiving the deadly
wound. That deadly wound isnearly healed. The propheciesof Mat-
thew chapter 24, Mark chapter 13, and Luke chapters17 and 21 are
clearly beingfulfilled. Truly, the devil hascomedowntotheworld, and
especidly to Seventh-day Adventist leadership, pastors, and laity, with
great wrath because he knows now that hisdaysare numbered. See 1
Peter 5:8.

God'sfaithful apostles, with the experience of Pentecost, took the
messages of warning, rebuke, and the gospel to theworldintheir day.
That same experienceisnow offered to those who arewilling to be
madewilling to moveforward with revival and reformation. Thereis
now an awakening among our people. It may bethe greatest sign of
theend.

We are made sad aswe seein many places so much left
undone that should be done. But the Lord will useinthe
accomplishment of Hiswork meansthat we do not now see.
Hewill raise up from among the common people, men and
womento do Hiswork, even asof old He called fishermen
to beHisdisciples. Therewill soon bean awakening that will
surprise many. Those who do not realize the necessity of
what isto bedone, will be passed by, and the heavenly mes-
sengerswill work with those who are called the common
people, fitting themto carry thetruth to many places. Now is
thetimefor usto awake and do what we can. Loma Linda
Messages, 83.

L et usnow remember, that under the showersof thelatter rain, the
faithful and loya Seventh-day Adventist will answer thecall to come
into line—to live and to work under the direction of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Hewill call men from the plow, and from other
occupationsto beHisministers.

TheLord must begiven an opportunity to show mentheir
duty and towork upon their minds. No oneisto bind himsalf
to servefor aterm of yearsunder thedirection of onegroup
of men or in one specified branch of the Master’ swork, for
theLord Himsdf will call men, asof old Hecdled thehumble
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fishermen, and will Himsdf givetheminstructionregarding
their field of labor and the methodsthey should follow. He
will call menfrom the plow and from other occupations, to
givethelast note of warning to perishing souls. Thereare
many waysinwhich towork for the Master, and the Great
Teacher will open the understanding of theseworkers, en-
abling them to seewondrousthingsin Hisword. Counsels
on Health, 395.

God will carry on Hiswork through wholly consecrated
workmen. If Hisministersfail of representing Christ, Hewill
turn to others, many of whom have not been prepared for
thework by aregular course of study, and will put amessage
into their lips, even the last message of warning. Review
and Herald, December 9, 1902.

Thoseworkerswho arefearful of the consequencesof giving the
straight testimony demanded by God inthiscrisis, whichisso crucia
now, thosewho believetheir pay-check and security ismoreimpor-
tant than preaching thetruthin thelove of Christ to awaken our people
that probationissoonto close, they will soon nolonger walk withthe
faithful, loya, and obedient people—Seventh-day Adventists.

The Eleventh Hour Worker
They will bereplaced by thefaithful of other churches.

L et not those who have the truth asit isin Jesus give
sanction, even by their sllence, to thework of the mystery of
iniquity. L et them never ceaseto soundthenoteof darm. Let
the education and training of the membersof our churches
be such that the children and youth among us shall under-
stand there areto be no concessionsto this power, theman
of 9n. Teachthemthat although thetimewill comewhenwe
canwagethewar only at therisk of property and liberty, yet
the conflict must be met, inthe spirit and meeknessof Chrigt;
thetruth isto be maintained and advocated asitisin Jesus.
Wedlth, honor, comfort, home—everythingelse—istobea
secondary consideration. Thetruth must not behid, it must
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not be denied or disguised, but fully avowed, and boldly pro-
claimed. The Ellen G White 1888 Materials, 902.

Theremust now comeareviva inour honesty, our integrity. When
werefuseto call sin by itsright name, we become responsible for
thosesins.

Duty to Reprove Sin

| have been shown that God hereillustrateshow Here-
gards sin among those who profess to be His command-
ment-keeping people. Those whom He has specially hon-
ored withwitnessing theremarkableexhibitionsof Hispower,
asdid ancient Israel, and who will eventhen ventureto dis-
regard Hisexpressdirections, will be subjectsof Hiswrath.
Hewould teach His people that disobedienceand sin are
exceedingly offensiveto Him and are not to belightly re-
garded. He showsusthat when Hispeoplearefoundinsin
they should at once take decided measuresto put that sin
fromthem, that Hisfrown may not rest uponthemall. But if
the sins of the people are passed over by thosein respon-
sble positions, Hisfrownwill be uponthem, and the people
of God, asabody, will beheld responsiblefor thosesins. In
Hisdealingswith Hispeopleinthe past theLord showsthe
necessity of purifying the church fromwrongs. Onesinner
may diffusedarknessthat will excludethelight of God from
the entire congregation. When the peopleredlizethat dark-
nessis settling upon them, and they do not know the cause,
they should seek God earnestly, in great humility and self-
abasement, until the wrongs which grieve His Spirit are
searched out and put away.

The prejudice which has arisen against us because we
have reproved thewrongsthat God has shown me existed,
and the cry that has been raised of harshness and severity,
areunjust. God bids us speak, and wewill not besilent. If
wrongs are apparent among Hispeople, and if the servants
of God passonindifferent to them, they virtualy sustainand
justify thesinner, and arealikeguilty and will just assurely
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receive the displeasure of God; for they will be madere-
sponsible for the sins of the guilty. In vision | have been
pointed to many instanceswherethe displeasure of God has
beenincurred by aneglect onthe part of Hisservantsto deal
with thewrongs and sins existing among them. Thosewho
have excused these wrongs have been thought by the people
to bevery amiableand lovely indisposition, smply because
they shunned to discharge aplain Scriptural duty. Thetask
wasnot agreeabletotheir fedings; thereforethey avoidedit.
Testimonies, vol. 3, 265-266.

| saw that many soulswill sink in darkness because of
their covetousness. Theplain, straight testimony must livein
the church, or the curse of God will rest upon Hispeopleas
surely asit did upon ancient | sragl because of their sins. God
holdsHispeople, asabody, responsiblefor thesnsexisting
inindividualsamong them. If theleadersof the church ne-
glect todiligently search out thesinswhich bring thedisplea
sure of God upon the body, they become responsible for
thesesins. But to dedl with mindsisthenicest work inwhich
men ever engaged. All are not fitted to correct the erring.
They havenot wisdomtoded justly, whileloving mercy. They
arenot inclined to seethe necessity of minglingloveandten-
der compassionwith faithful reproofs. Some areever need-
lesdly severe, and do not fedl the necessity of theinjunction
of the apostle: “ And of some have compassion, making a
difference: and others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire.” 1bid., 269-270.

That is, if oneneglectsthe duty Christ has enjoined, of
trying to restorethosewho arein error and sin, he becomes
apartaker inthesin. For evilsthat we might have checked,
wearejust asresponsible asif wewere guilty of the acts
ourselves. The Desire of Ages, 441.
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In Closing

In closing thisimportant document, we summarize by saying, itis
time, past timefor God's peopl eto stand-up and be counted on God's
side of present truth. We have waited too long. Satan’stheol ogy—
savedinsin—hasafirmgrip (hopefully it will yet be broken) on many
of our ministers, leaders, and therefore, our laity. Itistimetoariseand
tell theleadersand pastors, we can nolonger remain silent. Thiswill
bring avery strong reaction from men who have usurped theauthority,
which belongsto God only. Histheocracy must again bereestablished—
Hisrule.

Hehaspromised that Hischurch, the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
will gothrough shaken and purified. Only thefaithful and obedient will
endureto theend and be part of God'sfinishingwork. Hishandisstill
onthelever of al the circumstances. Therewill sooncomeatruere-
viva and reformation that will climax inthelittletimeof trouble, which
may beaready in progress. Persecution will rage through theworld
and our churches. Our greatest enemieswill bethe apostate leaders,
pastors, and laity who haverejected thetruth.

There are personsin the church who are not converted,
and whowill not unitein earnest, prevailing prayer. Wemust
enter upon thework individually. We must pray more, and
talk less. Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught
not to be satisfied with aform of godlinesswithout the spirit
and power. If weareintent upon searching our own hearts,
putting away our Sins, and correcting our evil tendencies, our
soulswill not belifted up unto vanity; weshall bedistrustful
of oursalves, having an abiding sensethat our sufficiency isof
God.

We havefar moreto fear fromwithin than from without.
Thehindrancesto strength and successarefar greater from
thechurchitsdf thanfromtheworld. Unbelievershavearight
to expect that those who profess to be keeping the com-
mandments of God and thefaith of Jesus, will do morethan
any other classto promote and honor, by their consistent
lives, by their godly exampleand their activeinfluence, the
cause which they represent. But how often have the pro-
fessed advocates of thetruth proved the greatest obstacleto
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itsadvancement! Theunbdief indulged, thedoubtsexpressed,
the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil an-
gels, and open theway for the accomplishment of Satan’s
devices. Selected Messages, book 1, 122.

God would have His people brought into harmony and unity of
mind and judgment:

God would have His peopledisciplined and brought into
harmony of action, that they may see eyeto eye and be of
the samemind and of the samejudgment. In order to bring
about thisstate of things, thereismuchto bedone. Thecar-
nal heart must be subdued and transformed. God designs
that thereshall ever bealiving testimony inthechurch. It will
be necessary to reprove and exhort, and somewill need to
be rebuked sharply, asthe case demands. We hear the plea:
“Oh, | am so sengitive, | cannot bear theleast reflection!” If
these personswould statethe case correctly, they would say:
“| am so self-willed, so sdlf-sufficient, so proud-spirited, that
| will not bedictated to; | will not bereproved. | claimthe
right of individua judgment; | havearight to bieveand talk
asl please.” TheLord would not haveusyield up our indi-
viduality. But what man isaproper judge of how far this
matter of individua independence should be carried? Testi-
monies, vol. 3, 360.

Tragically, many of our peoplein thesefina hoursof the Great Day
of Atonement arein harmony with the unfaithful watchmenwho seeno
need to disturb our idolatry. Let not any reader of thisbook befound
described inthefollowing words of reproof:

Somewho occupy the position of watchmentowarnthe
people of danger have given up their watch and recline at
eae. They areunfaithful sentinds. They remaininactive, while
their wily foeentersthefort and works successfully by their
sideto tear down what God has commanded to bebuilt up.
They seethat Satanisdeceiving theinexperienced and un-
suspecting; yet they takeit al quietly, asthough they had no
specid interest, asthough these thingsdid not concernthem.
They apprehend no specia danger; they seeno causetoraise
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an alarm. To them everything seemsto be going well, and
they seeno necessity of raising thefaithful, trumpet notes of
warning which they hear borne by the plain testimonies, to
show the peopletheir transgressionsand the house of Israel
their sins. Thesereproofsand warningsdisturb the quiet of
these deepy, ease-loving sentingls, and they arenot pleased.
They say inheart, if notinwords. “Thisisdl uncaledfor. Itis
t00 severe, too harsh. Thesemen are unnecessarily disturbed
and excited, and seem unwilling to give usany rest or qui-
etude Yetaketoo much upon you, seeing all the congrega
tionareholy, every oneof them.’ They arenot willing that we
should have any comfort, peace, or happiness. Itisactive
labor, toil, and unceasing vigilance alonewhich will satisfy
these unreasonabl e, hard-to-be-suited watchmen. Why don't
they prophesy smooth things, and cry: Peace, peace? Then
everything would moveon smoothly.”

These arethetruefeelings of many of our people. And
Satan exultsat hissuccessin controlling themindsof somany
who professto be Christians. He has deceived them, be-
numbed their sensibilities, and planted hishellish banner right
intheir midst, and they are so completely deceived that they
know not that it ishe. The people have not erected graven
images, yettheir snisnolessinthesight of God. They wor-
ship mammon. They loveworldly gain. Somewill makeany
sacrifice of conscience to obtain their object. God's pro-
fessed people are sefish and sdlf-caring. They lovethethings
of thisworld, and havefellowship with theworks of dark-
ness. They have pleasurein unrighteousness. They havenot
lovetoward God nor lovefor their neighbors. They areidola
ters, and areworse, far worse, in the sight of God than the
heathen, graven-image worshiperswho have no knowledge
of abetter way. Ibid., vol. 2, 440-441.

God counsdsHisunfaithful watchmen:

You haveinjured the cause of God; your willful course
haswounded the hearts of God'speople. Your influenceen-
couragesaslack state of thingsin the church. You should
bear aliving, pointed testimony. Stand out of theway of the
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work of God, step not in between God and Hispeople. You
havetoo long wrapped up the sharp testimony, and stood
opposed to the severe censure which God lays uponindi-
vidual wrongs. God iscorrecting, and proving, and purifying
Hispeople. Stand out of theway that Hiswork be not hin-
dered. Hewill not accept asmooth testimony. Ministersmust
cry doud, and sparenot. TheLord hasgiven you apowerful
testimony, cal cul ated to strengthen the church and arouse
unbelievers. But these thingswherein you lack must be cor-
rected, or your testimony will become powerless, and your
influenceinjurethe cause of God. Thepeoplelook toyoufor
an example. Do not midlead them. Let your influencebeto
correct wrongsinyour family andinthechurch. 1bid., val. 1,
215-216.

God’ swatchmen must give apointed testimony:

Thosewho engagein the solemnwork of bearing thethird
angel’smessage, must move out decidedly, and inthe Spirit
and power of God, fearlesdy preach thetruth, and let it cut.
They should devatethe standard of truth, and urgethe people
tocomeuptoit. It hasbeen lowered down to meet the people
intheir condition of darknessand sin. It isthe pointed testi-
mony that will bring up the peopleto decide. A peaceful tes-
timony will not do this. The people havetheprivilegeof lis-
tening to thiskind of teaching from the pul pitsof theday. But
God has servantsto whom he hasentrusted asolemn, fearful
message, to bring out and fit up apeoplefor the coming of
Christ. Thereisagreat adifferencein our faith and that of
nominal professors, asthe heavensare higher thanthe earth.

B 'God’sservants must bear apointed testimony. It will cut
thenatural heart, and develop character. Spiritual Gifts, vol.
2, 299-300.

The pointed testimony must liveinthechurch:

| was shown that the pointed testimony must liveinthe
church. This aone will answer to the message to the
L aodiceans. Wrongsmust bereproved, sin must becalled
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sin, and iniquity must be met promptly and decidedly, and
put away from us asapeople. Testimonies, vol. 3, 260.

Accordingto thelight that God hasgiven meinvision,
wickedness and deception are increasing among God's
peoplewnho professto keep Hiscommandments. Spiritual
discernment to seesinasit exists, andthento put it out of the
camp, isdecreasing among God'speople; and spiritua blind-
nessisfast coming upon them. The straight testimony must
berevived, and it will separatethosefrom Israel who have
ever been at war with the meansthat God has ordained to
keep corruptionsout of the church. Wrongsmust be called
wrongs. Grievoussinsmust becaled by their right name. Al
of God' speople should come nearer to Him and wash their
robes of character inthe blood of the Lamb. Thenwill they
seesninthetruelight and will realize how offensiveitisin
thesight of God. Ibid., 324.

Let usarisewhilethereisstill amoment of time and enter into
serious soul searching and purification under the transforming power
of Christ our Mediator. Let usturnfromlooking to manand|ook only
toHim asto how weareto liveand work for Him. Wemust all come
to acknowledgethat our self-sufficiency isof nothing and that our only
aufficiency isinour dl sufficient Saviour:

Every heart in every household needsto take up thework
of self-examination, e sesomewill find, asdid Saul, that they
are appointed to destruction. Especialy isthisapplicableto
menin positionsof responsibility. Saiththe Lord: “I will not
servewithany selfishdevisng.” Everyoneneedsnow to seek
the Lord. God's peoplewill not endurethetest unlessthere
isarevival and areformation. The Lord will not admit into
themansionsHeispreparing for therighteous, one soul who
issdf-sufficient. Ibid., vol. 7, 285.

Let usrefer oncemoreto thefollowing messagefrom Christ, which
iSSo appropriatefor our present situation:

Periloustimesare before us. Every onewho hasaknowl-
edge of the truth should awake, and place himself, body,
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soul, and spirit, under thedisciplineof God. Theenemy ison
our track. We must be wide awake, on our guard against
him. We must put on the whole armor of God. We must
follow thedirections given through the Spirit of prophecy.
Wemust loveand obey thetruth for thistime. Thiswill save
usfrom accepting strong delusions. God has spokento us
through Hisword. He has spoken to usthrough the testimo-
niesto the church, and through the booksthat have helped to
make plain our present duty and the position we should now
occupy. Thewarningsthat have been given, lineuponline,
precept upon precept, should be heeded. If we disregard
them, what excuse can we offer? Gospel Workers, 308.

May we, each one, enter into that experience of full revival and
reformation which our loving Redeemer desperately desiresfor usand
which hascost Him so much to makeavailableto us, ismy prayer.
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