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PREFACE

IT WAS the year 1945, in the month of May. The Senior theology
students at La Sierra College were taking a course in Church
His-tory, taught by Dr. Keld J. Reynolds. At that time Dr. Reynolds

was the Academic Dean of the college. He later became Educational
Secretary of the General Conference.

On this particular morning he was lecturing the class about the Je-
suits. He described their origin, their history, and their specific function
in the Roman Catholic Church. According to him, they were the Se-
cret Service of the Catholic Church, who kept the Vatican well in-
formed about the affairs of all nations, and all churches. This was done,
he said, by all of the known methods of spying, and especially by
infiltration.

They patiently and adroitly maneuvered to get their agents into all
churches, even into leadership positions. So, he said , there are Jesuits
in every denomination, and doubtless in our own denomination as well.

This was a shock to me. The idea that a Jesuit could infiltrate our
church, carefully work his way up to a position of leadership, and then
use his influence to create evil in the church, seemed simply incredible.

But that was in the year 1945. This is the year 2003, and I have
retired from forty years of ministry in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
I no longer have any doubt that Dr. Reynolds’s statement was accu-
rate and true.

I have watched in dumb-founded amazement as persons in high
office in our church have supported and even introduced changes in
our theology, from truth to cunningly disguised falsehood. They have
labored to lower our standards, and to bring worldly procedures into
our worship services. And they have demonstrated great zeal in their
attempts to destroy faith in the Spirit of Prophecy. They recognize it as
their greatest enemy. These activities are well worthy of the Jesuits,
and would bring them high commendation from the Vatican.

I have not been alone in my observations. Ron Spear has had an
experience similar to mine, he has made observations similar to mine,
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Chapter One

TO BE A CHRISTIAN

TO BE A CHRISTIAN, to be called by Christ’s name, is not a
title to be taken lightly. In reality, it requires more than bearing
a name, however glorious that opportunity is.

To be a Christian means to correctly represent Christ through a
reproduction of His character in our daily lives. To accept the call
to be a Christian and thus to be an heir of eternal life in Christ’s
kingdom of glory, is to embark on a life of total surrender of our
own will to the will of Christ. For fallen, sinful mankind to be re-
stored to Paradise, he must, by God’s grace, demonstrate a whole-
hearted willingness to abide by the conditions placed upon Adam
and Eve before the Fall.

The gospel, which we must experience and also communicate to
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, is not a change in the rules
which governed Adam and Eve in Eden, it is not an exemption plan for
defective behavior and characters. The gospel is God’s plan for ac-
cepting surrendered, corrupt, fallen characters, pardoning their past,
and then transforming them into representatives in this present life of
the character of His Son Christ Jesus. Only such born-again Christians
are truly Christians—Christ like.

Christ does not lessen the claims of the law. In unmistak-
able language He presents obedience to it as the condition of
eternal life—the same condition that was required of Adam
before his fall. The Lord expects no less of the soul now than
He expected of man in Paradise, perfect obedience, unblem-
ished righteousness. The requirement under the covenant of
grace is just as broad as the requirement made in Eden—
harmony with God’s law, which is holy, just, and good.
Christ’s Object Lessons, 391.
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The gospel is not a lowering of the Old Testament standards:

It is a dangerous theory that leads men to declare that all
that is necessary to salvation is to simply believe in Christ,
while disregarding His plain commands. The gospel is not
the Old Testament standard lowered, it requires faith that
works righteousness, that keeps the commandments of God.
Says the apostle, “This is the love of God that we keep his
commandments, and his commandments are not grievous.”
When men claim to be saved while living in violation of God’s
law, they claim that to which they have no right. Their salva-
tion is not assured, but they are deceived by the falsehood of
the evil one. The same sophistry is indulged, the same lie
repeated by men, as was first spoken in Eden through the
mediumship of the serpent. Though the medium is changed,
the sentiment is the same. Signs of the Times,  May 12,
1890.

Full obedience is required of man, just as of angels:

It is transgression in the little things that first leads the soul
away from God. By their one sin in partaking of the forbid-
den fruit, Adam and Eve opened the floodgates of woe upon
the world. Some may regard that transgression as a very
little thing, but we see that its consequences were anything
but small. The angels in heaven have a wider and more el-
evated sphere of action than we, but right with them and right
with us are one and the same thing. Testimonies, vol. 4, 573.

Obedience and submission are the conditions for eternal life. The
wages of sin is eternal death:

Obedience and submission to God’s requirements are the
conditions given by the inspired apostle by which we be-
come children of God, members of the royal family. Every
child and youth, every man and woman, has Jesus rescued
by His own blood from the abyss of ruin to which Satan was
compelling them to go. Because sinners will not accept of the
salvation freely offered them, are they released from their
obligations? Their choosing to remain in sin and bold trans-
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gression does not lessen their guilt. Jesus paid a price for
them, and they belong to Him. They are His property; and if
they will not yield obedience to Him who has given His life
for them, but devote their time and strength and talents to the
service of Satan, they are earning their wages, which is death.
Immortal glory and eternal life is the reward that our Re-
deemer offers to those who will be obedient to Him. He has
made it possible for them to perfect Christian character
through His name and to overcome on their own account as
He overcame in their behalf. He has given them an example
in His own life, showing them how they may overcome. “The
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ibid., vol. 3, 365.

Satan knows that one unrepented of sin disqualifies us as Christians
and of eternal life. He knows that even “a little disobedience” ruins our
otherwise chain of perfect obedience to God:

Satan will come in many ways to tempt the soul away from
Christ. He will first tell you that you are good enough of yourself;
that you do not need a work of reformation wrought for you. He
will suggest to you that you have made but few mistakes in your
life, and that these will be overbalanced by the good you have
done. If you have lived such a life as he would make you believe
you have, it would be like a chain with unsound links in it, wholly
worthless. One sin unrepented of is enough to close the gates of
heaven against you. It was because man could not be saved
with one stain of sin upon him, that Jesus came to die on Calvary’s
cross. Signs of the Times, March 17, 1890.

We may flatter ourselves that we are free from many things
of which others are guilty; but if we have some strong points
of character, and but one weak point, there is yet a commun-
ion between sin and the soul. The heart is divided in its ser-
vice, and says, “Some of self and some of Thee.” The child
of God must search out the sin which he has petted and in-
dulged himself in, and permit God to cut it out of his heart.
He must overcome that one sin; for it is not a trifling matter in
the sight of God. Messages to Young People, 91.

TO BE A CHRISTIAN
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One willful sin silences the Holy Spirit and removes God’s blessing:

Let none deceive themselves with the belief that God will
pardon and bless them while they are trampling upon one of
His requirements. The willful commission of a known sin si-
lences the witnessing voice of the Spirit, and separates the
soul from God. Ibid., 114.

One cherished sin makes us a representative of Satan rather than of
Christ:

Worldly policy and the undeviating principles of righteous-
ness do not blend into each other imperceptibly, like the col-
ors of the rainbow. Between the two a broad, clear line is
drawn by the eternal God. The likeness of Christ stands out
as distinct from that of Satan as midday in contrast with mid-
night. And only those who live the life of Christ are His co-
workers. If one sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong
practice retained in the life, the whole being is contaminated.
The man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness. The De-
sire of Ages, 313. All emphases supplied unless otherwise
noted.

Indeed, Satan’s most camouflaged and effective decoy is the pro-
fessed Christian who fosters but one sin:

The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the iniq-
uitous life of the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast;
it is that life which otherwise appears virtuous, honorable,
and noble, but in which one sin is fostered, one vice indulged.
To the soul that is struggling in secret against some giant temp-
tation, trembling upon the very verge of the precipice, such
an example is one of the most powerful enticements to sin.
He who, endowed with high conceptions of life and truth and
honor, does yet willfully transgress one precept of God’s holy
law, has perverted His noble gifts into a lure to sin. Genius,
talent, sympathy, even generous and kindly deeds, may be-
come decoys of Satan to entice other souls over the preci-
pice of ruin for this life and the life to come. Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessings, 94–95.
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We will never be saints in heaven unless we are first saints here:

There are many, many, professed Christians who are wait-
ing unconcernedly for the coming of the Lord. They have not
on the garment of His righteousness. They may profess to be
children of God, but they are not cleansed from sin. They are
selfish and self-sufficient. Their experience is Christless. They
neither love God supremely nor their neighbor as themselves.
They have no true idea of what constitutes holiness. They do
not see the defects in themselves. So blinded are they, that
they are not able to detect the subtle working of pride and
iniquity. They are clad in the rags of self- righteousness, and
stricken with spiritual blindness. Satan has cast his shadow
between them and Christ, and they have no wish to study the
pure, holy character of the Saviour.

Those who do not become saints here can never be saints
in heaven. Review and Herald, February 26, 1901.

To be a Christian means to obey and follow Christ’s directives:

Ungodliness is not Christianity. Do not think that you can
stand under the blood-stained banner of Prince Emmanuel
unless as faithful soldiers you obey His orders. In word and
action you must say, “I am a Christian.” Ibid., December 31,
1901.

To follow Christ means . . . to render obedience. We are
under service to God, and we must obey His commands.
No soldier is counted a follower of his commander unless he
obeys his general’s orders. Ibid., August 21, 1894.

Christianity is simply living by every word that proceed-
eth out of the mouth of God. Faith and Works, 122.

We must follow the directions given through the Spirit
of prophecy. We must love and obey the truth for this time.
This will save us from accepting strong delusions. God has
spoken to us through His Word. He has spoken to us through
the Testimonies to the church, and through the books that

TO BE A CHRISTIAN
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have helped to make plain our present duty and the position
that we should now occupy. Testimonies, vol. 8, 298.

If we are not obeying Christ’s commands, we are being used of
Satan:

Those who would at last be victorious must meet and
conquer the forces of Satan, who with fierce determination
opposes every step of advance.

They must meet a vigilant foe, a crafty enemy who never
sleeps, and who tries untiringly to undermine the faith of God’s
servants and to induce them to carry out plans of his making.
He declares that these plans will advance God’s work, when
in reality they are part of his insidious devisings and will sepa-
rate from the Lord’s cause those who follow them.

We are to stand always on guard, for the enemy is working
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness. He has legions under
his control, emissaries of evil, who cooperate with their leader
for the deception and destruction of the human race. Satan is
capable of exercising great subtlety, and while men sleep he is
awake. Those who are off their guard are in great danger. It is
not safe to be presumptuous, to ignore Satan’s shrewdness, or
to fail to have a correct estimate of the efforts that we must make
if we escape being taken in his snare. It is a fact that many de-
ceivers have gone out into the world, and unless we obey our
Captain’s orders, we shall be used by Satan to serve his pur-
poses. Manuscript Releases, vol. 20, 28.

Disobedience leaves us defenseless before Satan and his agents:

When Balaam was called to curse the Hebrews he could
not, by all his enchantments, bring evil upon them; for the
Lord had not “beheld iniquity in Jacob,” neither had He “seen
perverseness in Israel.” Numbers 23:21, 23. But when
through yielding to temptation they transgressed God’s law,
their defense departed from them. When the people of God
are faithful to His commandments, “there is no enchantment
against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel.”
Hence all the power and wily arts of Satan are exerted to
seduce them into sin. If those who profess to be the deposi-



17
taries of God’s law become transgressors of its precepts,
they separate themselves from God, and they will be unable
to stand before their enemies. Patriarchs and Prophets, 457.

At our baptism, we solemnly vowed to be obedient to every word
from the mouth of God:

By our baptismal pledge we avouched and solemnly con-
fessed the Lord Jehovah as our Ruler. We virtually took a sol-
emn oath, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, that henceforth our lives would be merged into the
life of these three great agencies, that the life we should live in the
flesh would be lived in faithful obedience to God’s sacred law.
We declared ourselves dead, and our life hid with Christ in God,
that henceforth we should walk with Him in newness of life, as
men and women having experienced the new birth. We acknowl-
edged God’s covenant with us, and pledged ourselves to seek
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. By our profession of faith we acknowledged the
Lord as our God, and yielded ourselves to obey His command-
ments. By obedience to God’s Word we testify before angels
and men that we live by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God. Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 118.

Yes, to follow Christ, to be a Christian, means to obey every word
that proceedeth out of His mouth. Only thus can we reach heaven:

To believe in Christ, we must come to Christ and follow
Him. Repentance toward God means the confession and for-
saking of all sin. It means laying hold of Christ as a personal
Saviour, and continuing to hold fast to Him as the chief good.
He is our Prince, our Saviour. Only through Him can we
approach the Father. Loving Him day by day and hour by
hour, eating His flesh and drinking His blood, taking Him as
the man of our counsel, living by every word that proceedeth
out of His mouth—only thus can we reach heaven. Review
and Herald, August 13, 1901.

TO BE A CHRISTIAN
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Chapter Two

CHRIST SPEAKS TO HIS END TIME CHURCH

AS WAS POINTED OUT, perfect obedience to all of God’s
revealed will has always been the condition for retaining or
receiving God’s approval and eternal life. The condition for

salvation, since the Fall, has remained constant throughout all genera-
tions. Also, since the Fall, the only way of meeting those conditions has
been through the pardoning, enabling, and transforming grace of Jesus
Christ. The only variable in the equation of salvation is the volume of
God’s will, the amount of light, given to any generation.

Seventh-day Adventists are God’s remnant people. We are living
in the end of this fallen world’s existence. Through the Bible, we have
the accumulated light of God’s six-thousand years of dealing with sin-
ful man. Each of the ancient prophets spoke more for our day than for
theirs, and the history of God’s people down through the ages has
been recorded for our admonition, for our benefit.

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own
time than for ours, so that their prophesying is in force for us.
“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the world are come” 1 Corinthians 10:11. “Not unto them-
selves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are
now reported unto you by them that have preached the gos-
pel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to look into” 1 Peter 1:12.
Selected Messages, book, 3, 338.

The glorious beams of continually-increasing light are all
concentrated in our time. Signs of the Times, January 13,
1898.

19
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The following graphically describes this purpose of the Holy Scrip-
tures:

The travels of the children of Israel are faithfully described;
the deliverance which the Lord wrought for them, their per-
fect organization and special order, their sin in murmuring
against Moses and thus against God, their transgressions,
their rebellions, their punishments, their carcasses strewn in
the wilderness because of their unwillingness to submit to
God’s wise arrangements—this faithful picture is hung up
before us as a warning lest we follow their example of dis-
obedience, and fall like them. Gospel Workers, 1892 edi-
tion, 159–160.

The experiences of God’s faithful in past ages are to be an encour-
agement to us:

The Bible has been your study-book. It is well thus, for it is
the true counsel of God, and it is the conductor of all the holy
influences that the world has contained since its creation. We
have the encouraging record that Enoch walked with God. If
Enoch walked with God, in that degenerate age just prior to the
destruction of the world by a flood, we are to receive courage
and be stimulated with his example that we need not be con-
taminated with the world but, amid all its corrupting influences
and tendencies, we may walk with God. We may have the mind
of Christ. Selected Messages, book, 3, 338.

God’s Latest Messenger
Yes, God communicates His will to His end time people through all

of the recorded prophets of the past. In addition, He speaks to us
through His special messenger for our day—Ellen G. White. Her min-
istry—Christ’s messages through her—is one of the evidences of our
being Christ’s Remnant Church:

And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 12:17.
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Just as God called Moses to guide ancient Israel from slavery to

freedom in the earthly Canaan, just so did God call Ellen G. White to
be His prophet and messenger to lead His remnant church into the
heavenly Canaan. Repeatedly Ellen White asserted that her writings
and messages to the Seventh-day Adventist Church were from the
Lord. In Publishing Ministry, 172, she refers to her counsels to lead-
ers of the publishing work at Battle Creek as “the word of God, given
in the Testimonies of His Holy Spirit.”

Just as Jesus spoke through His messenger Moses, delineating His
will for nearly every aspect of ancient Israel’s corporate and personal
lives, just so has He communicated His will to modern Israel. Persis-
tence in rejecting any part of Christ’s messages through Moses was
identified by God as stiff-necked rebellion. So it is in modern Israel.
To persist in neglecting or rejecting any part of the Testimony of Jesus
through E. G. White, be it regarding our corporate or personal lives, is
rejection of Christ and ends in loss of God’s blessings and hope of
eternal life.

Christ speaks to His people today just as earnestly through the
Testimonies as He did through the apostles and prophets of the past:

In ancient times God spoke to men by the mouth of proph-
ets and apostles. In these days He speaks to them by the
testimonies of His Spirit. There was never a time when God
instructed His people more earnestly than He instructs them
now concerning His will and the course that He would have
them pursue. But will they profit by His teachings? will they
receive His reproofs and heed His warnings? God will ac-
cept of no partial obedience; He will sanction no compro-
mise with self. Testimonies, vol. 4, 147–148.

Those who, by word and/or example lessen the faith of God’s people
in the Testimony of Jesus are in rebellion against God:

My brethren, beware of the evil heart of unbelief. The
word of God is plain and close in its restrictions; it interferes
with your selfish indulgence; therefore you do not obey it.
The testimonies of His Spirit call your attention to the Scrip-
tures, point out your defects of character, and rebuke your
sins; therefore you do not heed them. And to justify your

CHRIST SPEAKS TO HIS END TIME CHURCH
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carnal, ease-loving course you begin to doubt whether the
testimonies are from God. If you would obey their teachings
you would be assured of their divine origin. Remember, your
unbelief does not affect their truthfulness. If they are from
God they will stand. Those who seek to lessen the faith of
God’s people in these testimonies, which have been in the
church for the last thirty-six years [written in 1882], are fighting
against God. It is not the instrument whom you slight and
insult, but God, who has spoken to you in these warnings
and reproofs. Ibid., vol. 5, 234–235.

The balance of many souls will be tipped in the wrong direction by
those who have a settled unbelief in the messages of the Testimony of
Jesus:

 Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God in the
general ruin that is coming upon the earth. As the coming of
Christ draws nigh, he will be more determined and decisive
in his efforts to overthrow them. Men and women will arise
professing to have some new light or some new revelation
whose tendency is to unsettle faith in the old landmarks. Their
doctrines will not bear the test of God’s word, yet souls will
be deceived. False reports will be circulated, and some will
be taken in this snare. They will believe these rumors and in
their turn will repeat them, and thus a link will be ormed con-
necting them with the archdeceiver. This spirit will not always
be manifested in an open defiance of the messages that God
sends, but a settled unbelief is expressed in many ways. Ev-
ery false statement that is made feeds and strengthens this
unbelief, and through this means many souls will be balanced
in the wrong direction. Ibid., 295–296.

We should not therefore be surprised that Satan’s final deception
for us as a people is, by one way or another, to make of none effect the
testimony of the Holy Spirit:

Satan is . . . constantly pressing in the spurious—to lead
away from the truth. The very last deception of Satan will be
to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God.
“Where there is no vision, the people perish” Proverbs 29:18.
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Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways and through
different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God’s rem-
nant people in the true testimony.

There will be a hatred kindled against the testimonies which
is satanic. The workings of Satan will be to unsettle the faith
of the churches in them, for this reason: Satan cannot have so
clear a track to bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in
his delusions if the warnings and reproofs and counsels of the
Spirit of God are heeded. Selected Messages, book 1, 48.

Yes, Jesus Christ has spoken through His messenger E. G. White
and we neglect and reject His directives at the peril of our personal
and corporate lives.

God has indeed blessed Seventh-day Adventists with a flood of
light unimaginable by previous generations. It is estimated that Ellen
White, over a period of some 70 years, penned some 25 million words
of instruction, the fruitage of over 2,000 visions and dreams from the
Lord. Jesus Christ has thus focused a flood-light of truth and guidance
upon His end time people. Not only are His directives through Ellen
White a flood-light due to their volume, but also due to their wide
availability and ease of access, at least in developed countries.

Ancient Israel was dependent largely upon the public reading of the
writings of Moses and the other Old Testament prophets, and their
memories, for a knowledge of God’s will. There were no printing
presses, duplicators, photo copiers, or even carbon copy paper. Ev-
ery portion of Scripture had to be laboriously copied by hand and
individually copy edited. And yet, under what we consider very primi-
tive conditions, Israel was held accountable for the light sent them.
Today, most families have several copies of the entire Bible, and usu-
ally in several versions. Not only are they in the printed form but also in
audio form on tapes and CDs. Not even the frenetic, time-pressed
modern life style is an excuse for not knowing God’s Word. Indeed,
the words of the Lord recorded in Habakkuk 2:2 are true in our day:

Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he
may run that readeth it.

The same is true of the Testimony of Jesus through His messenger Ellen
G. White. Over sixty printed books are in circulation and include reprints

CHRIST SPEAKS TO HIS END TIME CHURCH
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of her periodical articles. All of her published writings, along with the Bible,
are conveniently available on an economical CD. With only a few key
strokes on our computers we can bring up all of the published counsels of
the Lord on any subject. Many of her writings are also available on audio
tapes and audio CDs. As busy as Seventh-day Adventists tend to be, God
is leaving us without excuse for not knowing His will regarding nearly every
aspect of our individual and corporate lives.

Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required. Luke 12:48.

Yes, Christ has spoken to Seventh-day Adventists more than to
any other of His chosen people. He has spoken to us through His
Word—the Old and the New Testament Scriptures. He has also spo-
ken voluminously to us through His messenger E. G. White. His com-
munications to His end time people are readily available in printed,
electronic, and audible forms. We are absolutely and totally without
excuse for not knowing and for not obeying fully Christ’s directives.

Perilous times are before us. Every one who has a knowl-
edge of the truth should awake, and place himself, body, soul,
and spirit, under the discipline of God. The enemy is on our
track. We must be wide awake, on our guard against him. We
must put on the whole armor of God. We must follow the di-
rections given through the Spirit of prophecy. We must love
and obey the truth for this time. This will save us from accepting
strong delusions. God has spoken to us through His word. He
has spoken to us through the testimonies to the church, and through
the books that have helped to make plain our present duty and
the position we should now occupy. The warnings that have
been given, line upon line, precept upon precept, should be
heeded. If we disregard them, what excuse can we offer?
Gospel Workers, 308. Emphasis supplied.

The reader is referred to the booklet Issues at the End, 57–83,
available from Hope International, for a thorough presentation of the
present importance and relevance of the Testimony of Jesus’ writings
through Ellen G. White.
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Chapter Three

THE CAIN PRINCIPLE

TRAGICALLY, we tend to follow Cain in pretended, but only
partial, acceptance of Christ’s leadership. We fail to recognize
that partial obedience is in reality disobedience. In our per-

sonal lives, and in our work for Jesus, we tend to offer Him the “ben-
efits” of our opinions, our wisdom, our theological training, our tried
and proven experience—the fruits of our labor—rather than render
Christ full and explicit obedience:

These two brothers, Cain and Abel, represent the whole
human family. They were both tested on the point of obedi-
ence, and all will be tested as they were. Abel bore the prov-
ing of God. He revealed the gold of a righteous character,
the principles of true godliness. But Cain’s religion had not a
good foundation; it rested on human merit. He brought to
God something in which he had a personal interest—the fruits
of the ground, which had been cultivated by his toil; and he
presented his offering as a favor done to God, through which
he expected to secure the divine approval. He obeyed in
building an altar, obeyed in bringing a sacrifice; but it was
only a partial obedience.

As far as birth and religious instruction were concerned, these
brothers were equal, though Cain, being the first-born, was in
some respects the favored one. Both were sinners, and both
acknowledged the claims of God as an object of worship. To all
outward appearance, their religion was the same up to a certain
point of time; but the Bible history shows us that there was a
time when the difference between the two became very great.
This difference lay in the obedience of one and the disobedience
of the other. Signs of the Times, December 23, 1886.
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When we pick and choose in the Testimony of Jesus as to “what
portions are inspired,” or “still relevant,” or “important,” we, like the
majority of the Christian world, are following the principle of Cain,
which is really a principle of Satan—pretended obedience:

Cain represents those who carry out the principles and
works of Satan, by worshiping God in a way of their own
choosing. Like the leader whom they follow, they are willing
to render partial obedience, but not entire submission to God.
Man, in the pride of his heart, would like to believe that he
can confer some favor upon God; that our heavenly Father
may be the receiver, and not always the giver. . . .

In all ages the multitudes have accepted the Cain prin-
ciple, and have maintained that a partial obedience is all that
is necessary. They have claimed a right to the favor of God,
while disregarding His positive commands. This is the posi-
tion of the Christian world today. Ibid.

King Saul adopted the principle of Cain and demonstrated the great
danger of human wisdom adapting the Lord’s counsels to fit “our cir-
cumstances,” “our culture,” or our “experience” and “wisdom.”

The Lord commanded Saul to “utterly destroy the sinners
the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be con-
sumed.”. . . But Saul had spared the king, the most wicked
and merciless of them all; one who had hated and destroyed
the people of God, and whose influence had been strongest
to promote idolatry.

Saul thought he had done all that was essential of that
which the Lord commanded him to do. Perhaps he even flat-
tered himself that he was more merciful than his Maker, as
do some unbelievers in our day. He met Samuel with the
salutation, “Blessed be thou of the Lord; I have performed
the commandment of the Lord.” But when the prophet asked
what meant the bleating of the sheep and the lowing of the
oxen which he heard, Saul was obliged to confess that the
people had taken of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of
the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sac-
rifice to the Lord in Gilgal.
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Did the Lord accept this justification of Saul’s conduct?

Was He pleased with this partial obedience, and willing to
pass over the trifle that had been neglected out of so good a
motive? Saul did what he thought was best, and would not
the Lord commend such excellent judgment? No. Said
Samuel, “Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubborn-
ness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being
king.”

These instances show how God looks upon His professed
people when they obey part of His commandments while
in other respects they follow a course of their own choos-
ing. Let no one flatter himself that a part of God’s require-
ments are nonessential. He has placed no command in His
word that men may obey or disobey at will, and not suffer
the consequences. If men choose any other path than that of
strict obedience, they will find that “the end thereof are the
ways of death.” Ibid., July 17, 1884. All emphases supplied
unless otherwise noted.

The Jewish leaders, in the time of Christ, developed the Cain
principle of pretended obedience to a very high, self-deceiving level.
They demonstrated the spiritually blind claim to accept and follow
God’s messengers of the past while rejecting God’s Messenger of
the present. They professed to be servants and followers of Moses,
the spokesman of Christ, while refusing to accept and obey Christ
Himself:

Christ’s miracle of restoring the sight of the man who had
been born blind was a convincing evidence of the divinity of
His mission. When the people saw the transformation in the
man, they said to him, “How were thine eyes opened?” He
answered, “A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed
mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and
wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. Then
said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.”

THE CAIN PRINCIPLE



28 OUR GREATEST NEED

Then they brought him to the Pharisees, and “the Phari-
sees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said
unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed; and
do see.”

But with hearts hardened by prejudice and unbelief, the
Pharisees said, “Give God the praise: we know that this man
is a sinner. He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or
no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see. Then said they to him again, What did he to thee?
how opened he thine eyes? He answered them, I have told
you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it
again? will ye also be his disciples? Then they reviled him,
and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples.
We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we
know not from whence he is.” Review and Herald, Febru-
ary 11, 1902.

When we doubt the inspiration of the Testimony of Jesus through
the ministry of Ellen G. White, when we pick and choose as to what
we believe in the Spirit of Prophecy is important or relevant, we are
living and working “for the Lord” according to the pretentious prin-
ciple of Cain. When we profess to be Bible Christians but cannot dis-
cern the same Inspiration in the Testimony of Jesus, we are exhibiting
our Laodicean blindness in echoing the position of the Jewish leaders
of Christ’s day and of the majority of Christianity today. By so doing,
we are placing our learning and our wisdom above a “thus saith the
Lord” and worshiping self and human wisdom in place of God. Yes,
we can have our Adventist Village commemorating and reenacting the
lives of the early pioneers and the ministry of Ellen G. White, but as
long as we continue to refuse to obey the counsels of the Lord through
Ellen G. White, we are tragically, in reality, commemorating and reen-
acting the lives of the God-rejected leaders of ancient Israel. While
claiming to obey Christ, we are saying to Him, in regards to His spokes-
woman, “We know not from whence she is:”

The great leaders of religious thought in this generation
sound the praises and build the monuments of those who
planted the seed of truth centuries ago. Do not many turn
from this work to trample down the growth springing from
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the same seed today? The old cry is repeated, “We know
that God spake unto Moses; as for this fellow [Christ in the
messenger He sends], we know not from whence he is.”
John 9:29. As in earlier ages, the special truths for this time
are found, not with the ecclesiastical authorities, but with men
and women who are not too learned or too wise to believe
the word of God. Christ’s Object Lessons, 79. The words
in brackets are in the original.

THE CAIN PRINCIPLE
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Chapter Four

LESSONS FROM THE PAST

CHRIST HAS RECORDED the experiences of ancient Israel
as important lessons, especially for “those upon whom the
ends of the world are come:”

The apostle Paul plainly states that the experience of the
Israelites in their travels has been recorded for the benefit of
those living in this age of the world, those upon whom the
ends of the world are come. We do not consider that our
dangers are any less than those of the Hebrews, but greater.
There will be temptations to jealousies and murmurings, and
there will be outspoken rebellion, as are recorded of ancient
Israel. There will ever be a spirit to rise up against the re-
proof of sins and wrongs. But shall the voice of reproof be
hushed because of this? If so, we shall be in no better situa-
tion than are the various denominations in our land who are
afraid to touch the errors and prevailing sins of the people.
Testimonies, vol. 3, 358.

Tragically, we are following in the same path as Israel of old:

I have been shown that the spirit of the world is fast leav-
ening the church. You are following the same path as did
ancient Israel. There is the same falling away from your holy
calling as God’s peculiar people. You are having fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness. Your concord with un-
believers has provoked the Lord’s displeasure. You know
not the things that belong to your peace, and they are fast
being hid from your eyes. Your neglect to follow the light will
place you in a more unfavorable position than the Jews upon
whom Christ pronounced a woe.

31
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I have been shown that unbelief in the testimonies has
been steadily increasing as the people backslide from God.
It is all through our ranks, all over the field. But few know
what our churches are to experience. I saw that at present
we are under divine forbearance, but no one can say how
long this will continue. No one knows how great the mercy
that has been exercised toward us. But few are heartily de-
voted to God. There are only a few who, like the stars in a
tempestuous night, shine here and there among the clouds.
Ibid., vol. 5, 75–76.

Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were laid
for the children of Israel just prior to their entrance into the
land of Canaan. We are repeating the history of that people.
Lightness, vanity, love of ease and pleasure, selfishness, and
impurity are increasing among us. There is need now of men
who are firm and fearless in declaring the whole counsel of
God; men who will not sleep as do others, but watch and be
sober. Ibid., 160.

Let us study some of the lessons from the past:

But with many of them God was not well pleased: for
they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things
were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil
things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were
some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit forni-
cation, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three
and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of
them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were de-
stroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall. 1
Corinthians 10:5–12.
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Lessons In Health Reform

The church in general at Battle Creek have not sustained
the Institute by their example. They have not honored the
light of health reform by carrying it out in their families. The
sickness that has visited many families in Battle Creek need
not have been, if they had followed the light God has given
them. Like ancient Israel, they have disregarded the light,
and could see no more necessity of restricting their appetite
than did ancient Israel. The children of Israel would have
flesh meats, and said, as many now say, We shall die without
meat. God gave rebellious Israel flesh, but His curse was
with it. Thousands of them died while the meat they desired
was between their teeth. We have the example of ancient
Israel, and the warning for us not to do as they did. Their
history of unbelief and rebellion is left on record as a special
warning that we should not follow their example of murmur-
ing at God’s requirements. How can we pass on so indiffer-
ently, choosing our own course, following the sight of our
own eyes, and departing farther and farther from God, as
did the Hebrews? God cannot do great things for His people
because of their hardness of heart and sinful unbelief. Coun-
sels on Diet and Foods, 378–379. All emphases supplied
unless otherwise noted.

Lessons In Education

The nation, of which he [Solomon] had been the pride,
followed his leading. Though he afterward repented, his
repentance did not prevent the fruition of the evil he had
sown. The discipline and training that God appointed for
Israel would cause them, in all their ways of life, to differ
from the people of other nations. This peculiarity, which
should have been regarded as a special privilege and bless-
ing, was to them unwelcome. The simplicity and self-re-
straint essential to the highest development they sought to
exchange for the pomp and self-indulgence of heathen
peoples. To be “like all the nations” (1 Samuel 8:5) was

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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their ambition. God’s plan of education was set aside,
His authority disowned.

In the rejection of the ways of God for the ways of men,
the downfall of Israel began. Thus also it continued, until the
Jewish people became a prey to the very nations whose prac-
tices they had chosen to follow.

As a nation the children of Israel failed of receiving the
benefits that God desired to give them. They did not appre-
ciate His purpose or co-operate in its execution. . . .

The experiences of Israel were recorded for our instruc-
tion. . . . With us, as with Israel of old, success in education
depends on fidelity in carrying out the Creator’s plan.
Adherence to the principles of God’s word will bring as great
blessings to us as it would have brought to the Hebrew
people. Education, 49–50.

Lessons In Purity of Life

The Israelites, who could not be overcome by the arms
or by the enchantments of Midian, fell a prey to her harlots.
Such is the power that woman, enlisted in the service of Sa-
tan, has exerted to entrap and destroy souls. “She hath cast
down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain
by her.” Proverbs 7:26. It was thus that the children of Seth
were seduced from their integrity, and the holy seed became
corrupt. It was thus that Joseph was tempted. Thus Samson
betrayed his strength, the defense of Israel, into the hands of
the Philistines. Here David stumbled. And Solomon, the wis-
est of kings, who had thrice been called the beloved of his
God, became a slave of passion, and sacrificed his integrity
to the same bewitching power. . . .

Satan well knows the material with which he has to deal
in the human heart. He knows—for he has studied with fiend-
ish intensity for thousands of years—the points most easily
assailed in every character; and through successive genera-
tions he has wrought to overthrow the strongest men, princes
in Israel, by the same temptations that were so successful at
Baalpeor. All along through the ages there are strewn wrecks
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of character that have been stranded upon the rocks of sen-
sual indulgence. As we approach the close of time, as the
people of God stand upon the borders of the heavenly Canaan,
Satan will, as of old, redouble his efforts to prevent them
from entering the goodly land. He lays his snares for every
soul. It is not the ignorant and uncultured merely that need to
be guarded; he will prepare his temptations for those in the
highest positions, in the most holy office; if he can lead them
to pollute their souls, he can through them destroy many. And
he employs the same agents now as he employed three thou-
sand years ago. By worldly friendships, by the charms of
beauty, by pleasure seeking, mirth, feasting, or the wine cup,
he tempts to the violation of the seventh commandment.

Satan seduced Israel into licentiousness before leading them
to idolatry. Those who will dishonor God’s image and defile His
temple in their own persons will not scruple at any dishonor to
God that will gratify the desire of their depraved hearts. Sensual
indulgence weakens the mind and debases the soul. The moral
and intellectual powers are benumbed and paralyzed by the grati-
fication of the animal propensities; and it is impossible for the
slave of passion to realize the sacred obligation of the law of
God, to appreciate the atonement, or to place a right value upon
the soul. Goodness, purity, and truth, reverence for God, and
love for sacred things—all those holy affections and noble de-
sires that link men with the heavenly world—are consumed in
the fires of lust. The soul becomes a blackened and desolate
waste, the habitation of the evil spirits, and the “cage of every
unclean and hateful bird.” Beings formed in the image of God
are dragged down to a level with the brutes. Patriarchs and
Prophets, 457–458.

Lessons In Presumptuous Pride—
“God’s Chosen People”

The Jews had deceived themselves by misinterpreting the
words of the Lord through His prophets, of His eternal favor
to His people Israel.  Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 2, 52.

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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“Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by
day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a
light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof
roar; the Lord of hosts is his name: If those ordinances de-
part from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel
also shall cease from being a nation before me forever. Thus
saith the Lord: If heaven above can be measured, and the
foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also
cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith
the Lord.” Jeremiah 31:35–37.

These words the Jews applied to themselves. And be-
cause God had shown them so great favor and mercy, they
flattered themselves that, notwithstanding their sins and iniq-
uities, He would still retain them as His favored people, and
shower especial blessings upon them. They misapplied the
words of Jeremiah, and depended for their salvation upon
being called the children of Abraham. If they had indeed been
worthy of the name of Abraham’s children, they would have
followed the righteous example of their father Abraham, and
would have done the works of Abraham.

This has been the danger of the people of God in all
ages; and especially is this the danger of those living near
the close of time. We are cited by the apostle to the unbe-
lief, blindness, rebellion, and repeated sins of the Hebrews,
as a warning. Paul plainly states that “all these things hap-
pened unto them for ensamples; and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” If,
in these last days of peril, for the encouragement of persons
in responsible positions, God in mercy gives them a testi-
mony of favor, they frequently become lifted up, and lose
sight of their frailties and weaknesses, and rely upon their
own judgment, flattering themselves that God cannot accom-
plish His work without their especial aid. They trust in their
own wisdom; and the Lord permits them, for a time, to ap-
parently prosper, to reveal the weakness and folly of the
natural heart. But the Lord will, in His own time, and in His
own way, bring down the pride and folly of these deceived
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ones, and show to them their true condition. If they will ac-
cept the humiliation, and by confession and sincere repen-
tance, turn unto the Lord, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God, He will renew His love to them. But if they shut their
eyes to their own sins, as did the Jews, and choose their own
ways, the Lord will give them up to blindness of mind, and
hardness of heart, that they cannot discern the things of the
Spirit of God. Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 2, 52.

Lessons In Lack of Faith

Many who, like ancient Israel, profess to keep God’s
commandments have hearts of unbelief while outwardly ob-
serving the statutes of God. Although favored with great light
and precious privileges, they will nevertheless lose the heav-
enly Canaan, even as the rebellious Israelites failed to enter
the earthly Canaan that God had promised them as the re-
ward of their obedience.

As a people we lack faith. In these days few would fol-
low the directions given through God’s chosen servant as
obediently as did the armies of Israel at the taking of Jericho.
The Captain of the Lord’s host did not reveal Himself to all
the congregation. He communicated only with Joshua [Ellen
G. White], who related the story of this interview to the He-
brews. It rested with them to believe or to doubt the words
of Joshua [Ellen G. White], to follow the commands given by
him [her] in the name of the Captain of the Lord’s host, or to
rebel against his [her] directions and deny his [her] authority.
They could not see the host of angels, marshaled by the Son
of God, who led their van; and they might have reasoned:
“What unmeaning movements are these, and how ridiculous
the performance of marching daily around the walls of the
city, blowing trumpets of ram’s horns meanwhile! This can
have no effect upon those strong towering fortifications.”

But the very plan of continuing this ceremony through so
long a time prior to the final overthrow of the walls afforded
opportunity for the increase of faith among the Israelites.

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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They were to become thoroughly impressed with the idea
that their strength was not in the wisdom of man, nor in his
might, but only in the God of their salvation. They were thus
to become accustomed to putting themselves out of the ques-
tion and relying wholly upon their divine Leader.

Would those who today profess to be God’s people con-
duct themselves thus under similar circumstances? Doubt-
less many would wish to follow out their own plans and would
suggest other ways and means of accomplishing the desired
end. They would be loath to submit to so simple an arrange-
ment and one that reflected upon themselves no glory save
the merit of obedience. They would also question the possi-
bility of a mighty city being conquered in that manner. But the
law of duty is supreme. It should hold sway over human rea-
son. Faith is the living power that presses through every bar-
rier, overrides all obstacles, and plants its banner in the heart
of the enemy’s camp.

God will do marvelous things for those who trust in Him.
It is because His professed people trust so much to their
own wisdom, and do not give the Lord an opportunity to
reveal His power in their behalf, that they have no more
strength. He will help His believing children in every emer-
gency if they will place their entire confidence in Him and
implicitly obey Him. Testimonies, vol. 4, 162–163. Words
in brackets are added.

The experience of the children of Israel is to help us in our
work. The Word of God declares, “These things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admo-
nition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” The
Lord brought the children of Israel into trying places to test
their faith. He had promised to lead them into the promised
land, and if they had waited patiently for Him, reviving their
faith by recounting His great goodness and wonderful works
in their behalf, He would have shortened their test. But they
forgot their Leader. Murmuring and complaining, they vented
their wrath upon Moses, forgetting that their emergency was
God’s opportunity.
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Today God says to His people, Do not imitate the con-

duct of the children of Israel at Rephidim by showing unbe-
lief when brought into difficulties. “There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it.”

God is declared in all His dealings with His people; and
with clear, unclouded eyes, in adversity, in sickness, in dis-
appointment, and in trial, we are to behold the light of His
glory in the face of Christ, and trust to His guiding hand. But
too often we grieve His heart by our unbelief. Our faith is
short-sighted, and we allow trial to strengthen our natural
tendency to distrust. Brought into strait places, we dishonor
God by murmuring and complaining. Instead, we should help
those in need of assistance, those who are seeking for light,
but know not how to find it. Such have a special claim on our
sympathy, but how often, instead of trying to help them, we
pass by on the other side, intent on our own troubles. Re-
view and Herald, April 7, 1903.

Lessons In Patience

The people of God, and especially the men who occupy
positions of trust, need to study the history of Moses’ failure
to enter Canaan. Let them stop and think what it means to
become angry, to show a spirit unworthy of a leader of God’s
people. There are those in God’s service who have given
way to anger, and who have not felt the repentance that Moses
felt. These men have braced themselves to follow an unchris-
tian course, and have gone on from one wrong to another.
Ibid., January 7, 1904.

And there are murmurers in the church, who easily lose
their self-control. If everything does not move to please them,
they become irritated, and provoke one another to evil. They
have not the light and love of God in their souls; if their way is

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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crossed, they give loose rein to an unsanctified, irritable spirit.
Review and Herald, January 7, 1904.

Lessons In Covetousness

There are many in this day that would designate Achan’s
sin as of little consequence, and would excuse his guilt; but it
is because they have no realization of the character of sin and
its consequences, no sense of the holiness of God and of His
requirements. The statement is often heard that God is not
particular whether or not we give diligent heed to His word,
whether or not we obey all the commandments of His holy
law; but the record of His dealing with Achan should be a
warning to us. He will in no wise clear the guilty. . . .

The children of Israel often repeated this experience in
their history. Not profiting by the examples of those who had
sinned, nor being warned by the judgments that had fallen
upon the transgressors, they lightly regarded the precepts of
Jehovah, and came under condemnation. The nation that,
through the favor of God, had gone forth as invincible and
victorious, because of disobedience lost their power, their
defense departed from them, and they became the proverb
of the heathen and the prey of their enemies. Ibid., March
20, 1888.

Lessons In Disbelief / Rebellion

Those who in sincerity and truth believe the words of
Christ sent to them through His ambassadors, will under-
stand what is the import of those words; but those who have
entrenched themselves in unbelief, will be as were the Jews,
blinded to the light. By rejection of evidence, they lost their
spiritual eyesight, and could not discern between good and
evil, between truth and error, light and darkness. Those who
are filled with unbelief can discern the least thing that has an
objectionable appearance, and by beholding the objection-
able feature, they can lose sight of all the evidence that God
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has given in manifesting His abundant grace and power, in
revealing precious gems of truth from the inexhaustible mine
of His word. They can hold the objectionable atom under
the magnifying glasses of their imagination until the atom looks
like a world, and shuts out from their view the precious light
of heaven. But instead of placing that which appears objec-
tionable beneath the eyes, why not bring before the soul the
precious things of God? Why make the things of priceless
value of little esteem, while the worthless things are made
much of? Why take so much account of that which may ap-
pear to you as objectionable in the messenger, and sweep
away all the evidences that God has given to balance the
mind in regard to the truth?

With the history of the children of Israel before us, let us
take heed, and not be found committing the same sins, fol-
lowing in the same way of unbelief and rebellion. Ibid., April
18, 1893.

Yes, when we openly and brazenly ignore, or reject the directives
of Christ through the Spirit of Prophecy, we are wearing the same
spiritual blinders as Israel in Christ’s day. We are saying “We know
that God spoke unto Moses [and Peter, John, and Paul]; as for this
fellow [Christ in the ministry of Ellen G. White], we know not whence
he is.” God is no respecter of persons. The same spiritual conditions
today will produce the same results as they did in the days of ancient
Israel. Christ would have us turn from the stubborn unbelief and rebel-
lion of ancient Israel and her pretentious Pharisees and Sadducees and
learn the simple faith, trust, and obedience developed by Moses, Caleb,
Joshua, Peter, John, and Paul:

God is no respecter of persons; but in every generation
they that fear the Lord and work righteousness are accepted
of Him; while those who are murmuring, unbelieving, and
rebellious, will not have His favor or the blessings promised
to those who love the truth and walk in it. Those who have
the light and do not follow it, but disregard the requirements
of God, will find that their blessings will be changed into
curses, and their mercies into judgments. God would have us
learn humility and obedience as we read the history of an-

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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cient Israel, who were His chosen and peculiar people, but
who brought their own destruction by following their own
ways. Counsels on Diet and Foods, 379.

Yes, we are blessed with many valuable lessons from the past. With
such clear examples of the fruits of disobedience and stubborn rebel-
lion in God’s people of the past, how much clearer can God reveal to
us the absolute necessity of full surrender to His revealed will? What
more can God say or do to impress upon us the need for revival and
reformation? Because of the increased light and the lessons from the
past shining upon us, persistence in disobedience will bring greater
guilt upon us than upon those who crucified the Son of God.

There is less excuse in our day for stubbornness and un-
belief than there was for the Jews in the days of Christ. They
did not have before them the example of a nation that had
suffered retribution of their unbelief and disobedience. But
we have before us the history of the chosen people of God,
who separated themselves from Him, and rejected the Prince
of life. Though they could not convict Him of sin, though they
could not fail to see their own hypocrisy, they hated the Prince
of life because He laid bare their evil ways. In our day greater
light and greater evidence is given. We have also their ex-
ample, the warnings and reproofs that were presented to
them, and our sin and its retribution will be the greater, if we
refuse to walk in the light. Many say, “If I had only lived in
the days of Christ, I would not have wrested His words, or
falsely interpreted His instruction. I would not have rejected
and crucified Him as did the Jews;” but that will be proved
by the way in which you deal with His message and His
messengers today. The Lord is testing the people of to-
day as much as He tested the Jews in their day. When He
sends His messages of mercy, the light of His truth, He is
sending the spirit of truth to you, and if you accept the mes-
sage, you accept of Jesus. Those who declare that if they
had lived in the days of Christ, they would not do as did the
rejecters of His mercy, will today be tested. Those who live
in this day are not accountable for the deeds of those who
crucified the Son of God; but if with all the light that shone
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upon His ancient people, delineated before us, we travel over
the same ground, cherish the same spirit, refuse to receive
reproof and warning, then our guilt will be greatly augmented,
and the condemnation that fell upon them will fall upon us,
only it will be as much greater as our light is greater in this
age than was their light in their age. Review and Herald,
April 11, 1893.

The reader is referred to the books Retreating Toward Egypt,
and Rebellion, available from Hope International, if it is not crystal
clear to you as to why we as Seventh-day Adventists, individually and
corporately are in long-term, serious disobedience to the counsels of
Jesus Christ.

LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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Chapter Five

CONFUSION AT THE END

WITHOUT A DOUBT, the Seventh-day Church is God’s
remnant church. There is to be no other. Inspiration refers
to us as the Laodicean church which means “a people ad-

judged” or “peoples’ judgment.” We arose out of the confusion of the
great disappointment of 1844. Only a handful of the many thousands
who had believed that Christ was to return to this earth in 1844, re-
mained convinced that the Holy Spirit had led to the correct under-
standing of Daniel 8:14 as to the cleansing of the sanctuary in 1844. In
their continued study, this small group discovered that the sanctuary to
be cleansed in 1844 was not this earth but the sanctuary in heaven,
with Christ Himself as the officiating High Priest. The discovery of this
marvelous and most important truth has been the foundation of the
Seventh-day Adventist Movement.

The correct understanding of the ministration in the heav-
enly sanctuary is the foundation of our faith. Evangelism,
221.

The correct understanding of Daniel 8:14 turned the Great Disap-
pointment into a Magnificent Beginning for God’s remnant people. The
reader is referred to a book written by C. Mervyn Maxwell, published
by Pacific Press in 1994, which is about “What really happened in
1844 . . . and its meaning today.” It is appropriately entitled Magnifi-
cent Disappointment.

The sanctuary truth unlocked the mystery of 1844 and it also served
to join all of the bible truths into a harmonious whole.

The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked
the mystery of the disappointment of 1844. It opened to view
a complete system of truth, connected and harmonious, show-
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ing that God’s hand had directed the great advent movement
and revealing present duty as it brought to light the position
and work of His people. The Great Controversy, 423.

Within just a couple of years of the great disappointment, our pio-
neers had made great progress in the correct understanding of Christ’s
atoning ministry:

The Lord showed me in vision, more than one year ago,
that Brother Crosier had the true light, on the cleansing of the
sanctuary, et cetera, and that it was His will that Brother C.
should write out the view which he gave us in the Day-Star,
Extra, February 7, 1846. I feel fully authorized by the Lord
to recommend that Extra to every saint—A letter from E. G.
White to Brother Eli Curtis, New York City, dated Topsham,
April 21, 1847. A Word To the Little Flock, 12.

The conclusions of serious bible study by Brethren Hiram Edson
and O. R. L. Crosier regarding Daniel 8:14 were published by Brother
Crosier in the Day-Star, Extra mentioned above. They are as follows:

1. If the atonement was made on Calvary, by whom was it made?
The making of the atonement is the work of a priest; but who
officiated on Calvary? Roman soldiers and wicked Jews.

2. The slaying of the victim was not making the atonement; the
sinner slew the victim, Leviticus 4:1-4, 13-15, etc., and after
that the priest took the blood and made the atonement. Leviticus
4:5-12, 16-21.

3. Christ was appointed High Priest to make the atonement, and
He certainly could not have acted in that capacity till after His
resurrection, and we have no record of His doing anything on
earth after His resurrection, which could be called the atone-
ment.

4. The atonement was made in the sanctuary, but Calvary was not
such a place.

5. He could not, according to Hebrews 8:4, make the atonement
while on earth. “if he were on earth, he should not be a priest.”
The Levitical was the earthly priesthood; the divine, the heav-
enly.
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6. Therefore, He did not begin the work of making the atone-

ment, whatever the nature of that work may be, till after His
ascension, when by His own blood He entered His heavenly
sanctuary for us.

We are now over 150 years nearer to the close of probation and
the end of this world, and tragically Satan has succeeded in bringing
spiritual confusion again into Christ’s remnant movement.

Let Christ tell us how vital it is that we have a clear understanding of
this great truth that concerns every soul:

The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judg-
ment should be clearly understood by the people of God. All
need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work
of their great High Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible for
them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to
occupy the position which God designs them to fill. Every
individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pend-
ing at the bar of God. Each must meet the great Judge face to
face. How important, then, that every mind contemplate of-
ten the solemn scene when the judgment shall sit and the
books shall be opened, when, with Daniel, every individual
must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.

All who have received the light upon these subjects are to
bear testimony of the great truths which God has committed
to them. The sanctuary in heaven is the very center of Christ’s
work in behalf of men. It concerns every soul living upon the
earth. It opens to view the plan of redemption, bringing us
down to the very close of time and revealing the triumphant
issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of
the utmost importance that all should thoroughly investigate
these subjects and be able to give an answer to everyone
that asketh them a reason of the hope that is in them.  Great
Controversy, 488–489.

The majority of the so-called Christian world believe and teach that
the death of Christ on the cross was the complete and final atonement
for fallen mankind. Tragically, this erroneous teaching has made seri-
ous inroads into the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It is one of the sad

CONFUSION AT THE END
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results of our theologians obtaining their “advanced” degrees at the
feet of the spiritually blind teachers of Babylon. In our discussion of
this subject, we must keep in mind that:

Error is never harmless. It never sanctifies, but always
brings confusion and dissension. It is always dangerous. The
enemy has great power over minds that are not thoroughly
fortified by prayer and established in Bible truth. Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 292.

One of the earliest, if not the earliest, attacks in our midst against
the sanctuary truth appeared in the Seventh-day Adventist magazine
for ministers, Ministry of February 1957. It announced a doctrinal
position never before propounded by official Adventism, that “the sac-
rificial act on the cross [was] a complete, perfect, and final atonement
for man’s sin.”

The article spoke first of “the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross,”
then of “the ministry of our heavenly High Priest in the sanctuary above
on the antitypical day of atonement,” and finally concluded that each
aspect is “incomplete with out the other, and each [is] the indispens-
able complement of the other.” Apparently the writer nor the editors
saw any contradiction in these confused and confusing statements. The
reader is referred to a booklet by Dave Fiedler, Adventism and Walter
Martin, available from Hope International, for a more thorough pre-
sentation of the beginnings of the serious doctrinal confusion among
us.

On pages 33 and 34 of the above publication, Brother Fiedler de-
lineates some of the serious consequences to the true gospel by adopting
the atonement-completed-on-the-cross teaching:

Belief in a finished atonement leads to the conclusion
that the individual Christian is not able, of himself, to de-
cide his own destiny. To the Catholic, Christ finished His
priestly work of atonement at the cross, thus supplying a
stockpile of merit which must be applied to the sinner’s
account by the intercession of earthly priests, Mary, and
the Saints. To the Calvinist, Christ finished the atonement
at the cross, thus placing the question of salvation beyond
the influence of human decision. It is from this belief that
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the doctrine of predestination (and its first cousin, “once-
saved-always-saved”) is derived.

It takes no imagination to see that, no matter which branch
of this theology one might choose, accepting the doctrine of
an atonement finished at the cross will rule out the truth of
Christ’s high priestly ministry in heaven. Once that conces-
sion is made, other truths quickly erode. If there is no high
priestly ministry in heaven, what possible need is there for a
heavenly sanctuary? What merit would there be in cleansing
a non-existent sanctuary? What could be said for the 2300-
day prophecy of Daniel? And what need would there be for
a remnant church if it had no greater truth to proclaim or
special mission to fulfill?

Confusion regarding the sanctuary and its associated topics such as
full obedience, victory over sin in this life, and character perfection in
this life, is rampant among us. In many of our published discussions of
salvation issues, we tend to lean toward the position of apostate Chris-
tianity. We do this by subtly lifting up the cross to the downplaying or
ignoring of Christ’s heavenly ministry.

We lift up faith and downplay works. We lift up justification and
downplay sanctification. We lift up pardon and forgiveness and down-
play transformation. We lift up mercy and downplay enabling grace.
We lift up imputed righteousness and downplay imparted righteous-
ness. We lift up Christ’s life of victory over temptation 2000 years ago
and downplay His life of victory in the lives of His saints in the here and
now. While this type of theological confusion is expressed by many
speakers and authors, here are a few examples from just one author:

I understood justification by faith. I knew all the texts in
Romans. I could give Bible studies on it. . . . Yet that day I
experienced the great Biblical truth that my only hope of sal-
vation was rooted in what Christ did outside of me, and in
the place of me 2000 years ago at Calvary.

I experienced the truth that no matter how sanctified and
obedient I became, works—even the ones done through Christ
in me—could no more justify me before God than the blood
of pigs could wash away my sins. Clifford Goldstein, Minis-
try, February 1996.

CONFUSION AT THE END
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They [the 144,000] have no hope of salvation apart from
what Christ did for them on the cross two thousand years
ago! . . .

The only thing that enables these people to pass through
the judgment is the imputed righteousness of Christ. Christ
stands in their stead, pleading the merits of His perfection on
their behalf one last time. . . .

And the more one talks about the final generation that
lives without a mediator, the more one must talk about the
perfect life of Christ imputed to that final generation. Clifford
Goldstein, Between the Lamb and the Lion, 111–112.

Again, the issue here is not salvation. These people [the
144,000] have already been sealed in Christ, vindicated in
the judgment by His righteousness pleaded on their behalf.
No matter how holy and righteous they are or how fully they
reflect the image of Jesus, their only hope is in what Christ
did for them on the cross.

“God has only one criterion for salvation:” writes Beatrice
S. Neall, “faith in the merits of a crucified Saviour. Justifica-
tion alone is our title to heaven. For God to change the re-
quirements on the last generation would be unjust.” Ibid.,
116. Emphasis in the original.

On page 25 of the teachers edition of the Second Quarter of 2003’s
Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, our confusion was worded
this way:

But not only did Christ die for our sins, He freed us of our
sins by taking them upon Himself. We no longer need to bear
the guilt of sin. At the Cross there is both retribution and restora-
tion. There is punishment for sin and deliverance from sin.

The Lord is the God of the Old and the New Testament.
He requires obedience to His law and demands justice when
that law is broken; but He also shows mercy by forgiving us
when we disobey His law and promises to restore us at His
second coming to a sinless state.

Here we are told that Christ freed man of his sins at the cross. In
reality, Christ transferred our confessed sins to the heavenly sanctuary
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earthly nature, and a new life in Christ Jesus is created. Manu-
script Releases, vol. 10, 166.

Dying Daily
Although the old nature is described as being killed, the old man

must die daily. We must be converted daily if we are to have a perfect
character like Christ:

The Lord requires us to be submissive to His will, sub-
dued by His Spirit, and sanctified to His service. Selfishness
must be put away, and we must overcome every defect in
our characters as Christ overcame. In order to accomplish
this work, we must die daily to self. Said Paul: “I die daily.” 1
Corinthians 15:31. He had a new conversion every day, took
an advance step toward heaven. To gain daily victories in the
divine life is the only course that God approves. Testimo-
nies, vol. 4, 66–67.

The life of the truly converted is both peace with God and daily war
with the old man:

When the Spirit of God controls mind and heart, the con-
verted soul breaks forth into a new song; for he realizes that
in his experience the promise of God has been fulfilled, that
his transgression has been forgiven, his sin covered. He has
exercised repentance toward God for the violation of the
divine law, and faith toward Christ, who died for man’s jus-
tification. “Being justified by faith,” he has “peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1.

But because this experience is his, the Christian is not
therefore to fold his hands, content with that which has
been accomplished for him. He who has determined to
enter the spiritual kingdom will find that all the powers
and passions of unregenerate nature, backed by the forces
of the kingdom of darkness, are arrayed against him. Each
day he must renew his consecration, each day do battle
with evil. Old habits, hereditary tendencies to wrong, will
strive for the mastery, and against these he is to be ever

ISSUES IN RIGHTEOUSNESS
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on guard, striving in Christ’s strength for victory. The Acts
of the Apostles, 476–477.

Perfecting a Christ-like Character
True conversion is a progressive experience that is completed only

with the perfection of character:

None are living Christians unless they have a daily expe-
rience in the things of God and daily practice self-denial,
cheerfully bearing the cross and following Christ. Every liv-
ing Christian will advance daily in the divine life. As he ad-
vances toward perfection, he experiences a conversion to
God every day; and this conversion is not completed until he
attains to perfection of Christian character, a full preparation
for the finishing touch of immortality. God’s Amazing Grace,
291.

This side of eternity the saints will never be able to claim that they
are perfect, for they will never know when the Holy Spirit has finished
revealing to them defective areas of their life yet to be overcome through
His power. Likewise, there will never be holy flesh that will not tempt
us to sin, until our vile fallen nature is eternally removed from us at
Christ’s second coming. Until that glorious day, the saints perfection
will be limited to the spiritual life. It will consist in living, by Christ’s
enabling grace, in full surrender to, and in complete harmony with, all
known light. Until Jesus glorifies us at His second coming, we will daily
have hard battles with self to fight:

Every missionary will have hard battles to fight with
self, and these combats will not become fewer. But if we
are constantly growing in Christian experience, if we con-
tinue to look to Jesus in faith, strength will be given us for
every emergency. All the powers and faculties of a regen-
erated nature must be brought into constant, daily exer-
cise. Every day we shall have occasion to crucify self, to
war against inclination and a perverse temperament that
would draw the will in a wrong direction. The repose and
triumph of victory are not yet ours, except as we by faith
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enter into the victory that Christ has gained for us. Re-
flecting Christ, 108.

Let no one suppose that conversion is the beginning and
end of the Christian life. There is a science of Christianity that
must be mastered. There is to be growth in grace, that is
constant progress and improvement. The mind is to be disci-
plined, trained, educated; for the child of God is to do ser-
vice for God in ways that are not natural, or in harmony with
inborn inclination. Those who become the followers of Christ
find that new motives of action are supplied, new thoughts
arise, and new actions must result. But they can make ad-
vancement only through conflict; for there is an enemy that
ever contends against them, presenting temptations to cause
the soul to doubt and sin. Besides this ever vigilant foe, there
are hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil that must be
overcome. The training and education of a lifetime must of-
ten be discarded that the Christian may become a learner in
the school of Christ, and in him who would be a partaker of
the divine nature, appetite and passion must be brought un-
der the control of the Holy Spirit. There is to be no end to
this warfare this side of eternity, but while there are constant
battles to fight, there are also precious victories to gain, and
the triumph over self and sin is of more value than the mind
can estimate. The effort put forth to overcome, though re-
quiring self-denial, is of little account beside the victory over
evil. Christian Education, 122.

In Union With Divinity
A life of victory over temptation is possible only through the union

of humanity with Divinity. To work out our own salvation with fear and
trembling we must unite our work with that of God:

Those who leave their work in the service of God for
some others to do, freeing themselves from religious respon-
sibility, will not experience the latter part of the assurance,
“For it is God which worketh in you.” I wish to set this mat-
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ter before every member of our churches. The religious life
requires the harmonious action of mind and heart with the
divine forces. No man can of himself work out his own sal-
vation, and God cannot do this work for him without his co-
operation. But when man works earnestly, God works with
him, giving him power to become a son of God. Manuscript
Releases, vol. 21, 38.

Transformation requires determined and painstaking human effort
with Christ providing the enabling power:

Nothing but divine power can regenerate the human heart
and imbue souls with the love of Christ, which will ever mani-
fest itself with love for those for whom He died. . . .

But those who are waiting to behold a magical change in
their characters without determined effort on their part to
overcome sin, will be disappointed. We have no reason to
fear while looking to Jesus, no reason to doubt but that He is
able to save to the uttermost all that come unto Him; but we
may constantly fear lest our old nature will again obtain the
supremacy, that the enemy shall devise some snare whereby
we shall again become his captives. We are to work out our
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that work-
eth in you to will and to do of His good pleasure. God’s
Amazing Grace, 302.

To renounce their own will, perhaps their chosen ob-
jects of affection or pursuit, requires an effort, at which
many hesitate and falter and turn back. Yet this battle must
be fought by every heart that is truly converted. We must
war against temptations without and within. We must gain
the victory over self, crucify the affections and lusts; and
then begins the union of the soul with Christ. . . . After this
union is formed, it can be preserved only by continual,
earnest, painstaking effort. Christ exercises His power to
preserve and guard this sacred tie, and the dependent,
helpless sinner must act his part with untiring energy, or
Satan by his cruel, cunning power will separate him from
Christ. Ibid., 321.
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In the copartnership of humanity with Divinity all the power and all

the glory belongs to God for it is Christ’s righteousness that accom-
plishes everything through grace. As we cooperate with Christ by re-
ceiving from Him new thoughts and new feelings, He will successfully
transform our characters.

God works and man works . . . . There must be a copart-
nership in which all the power is of God and all the glory
belongs to God. The responsibility rests with us. We must
receive in thoughts and in feelings, to give in expression. The
law of the human and the divine action makes the receiver a
laborer together with God. It brings man where he can, united
with Divinity, work the works of God. Humanity touches hu-
manity. Divine power and the human agency combined will
be a complete success, for Christ’s righteousness accom-
plishes everything. Faith and Works, 26–27.

An Obedience That Purifies
Perfect obedience to God’s will, made possible by imparted divine

power, purifies and sanctifies the believer:

The conversion of the human soul is of no little conse-
quence. It is the greatest miracle performed by Divine power.
Actual results are to be reached through a belief in Christ as
a personal Saviour. Purified by obedience to the law of God,
sanctified by a perfect observance of His holy Sabbath, trust-
ing, believing, patiently waiting, and earnestly working out
our own salvation with fear and trembling, we shall learn that
it is God that worketh in us to will and to do of His good
pleasure. Evangelism, 289–290.

Everyone, by placing their will on the side of God’s will, can do all
things through Christ who strengtheneth them. “All things” include hav-
ing victory over all temptation; even every temptation that arises from
our fallen nature:

Everyone may place his will on the side of the will of God,
may choose to obey Him, and by thus linking himself with
divine agencies, he may stand where nothing can force him
to do evil. Education, 289.

ISSUES IN RIGHTEOUSNESS



106 OUR GREATEST NEED

True Righteousness by Faith
By His death, Christ first reconciles us to God and then, by His life

He saves us:

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved by his life. Romans 5:10.

When we die daily with Christ, He lives His life in us:

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20.

Christ living His life in us is our hope of glory. See Colossians 1:27.

Jesus Christ is everything to us—the first, the last, the
best in everything. Jesus Christ, His Spirit, His character,
colors everything; it is the warp and the woof, the very tex-
ture of our entire being. The words of Christ are spirit and
life. We cannot, then, center our thoughts upon self; it is no
more we that live, but Christ that liveth in us, and He is the
hope of glory. Self is dead, but Christ is a living Saviour. The
Faith I Live By, 150.

With true daily conversion our nature is replaced by that of
Christ’s. We then find eternal life in the obedience which Christ
works out in us day to day through our faith in His transforming
power:

It is the privilege of every believer in Christ to possess
Christ’s nature, a nature far above that which Adam for-
feited by transgression. He who sees the Son by faith and
believes in Him, is obedient to the commandments of God,
and in this obedience he finds everlasting life. The Up-
ward Look, 18.

The active obedience of Christ clothes the believing sin-
ner with the righteousness that meets the demands of the law.
The Youth’s Instructor, November 29, 1894.
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E. J. Waggoner, one of our principal preachers on righteousness by

faith, summarized it in the following words:

The Bible does not teach us that God calls us righteous
simply because Jesus of Nazareth was righteous eighteen hun-
dred years ago. It says that by His obedience we are made
righteous. Notice that it is present, actual righteousness. The
trouble with those who object to the righteousness of Christ
being imputed to believers is that they do not take into con-
sideration the fact that Jesus lives. He is alive today, as much
as when He was in Judea. “He ever liveth,” and He is “the
same yesterday, and today and for ever.” Hebrews 13:8. His
life is as perfectly in harmony with the law now as it was then.
And He lives in the hearts of those who believe on Him.

Therefore it is Christ’s present obedience in believers
that makes them righteous. Waggoner on Romans, 101–
102.

Our only hope is to cease from sin. Christ’s implicit obedience in
us is the condition of salvation:

It is thought strange by some that our salvation should
demand our entire submission to the law of God. But the
Lord could not do a more cruel thing than to save man in
his rebellion. No man can be saved unless he comes un-
der the rule of Christ. Salvation means to us complete
surrender of soul, body, and spirit. Because of the unruly
elements in our nature, our passions often gain the mas-
tery. The only hope of the sinner is to cease from sin. Then
his will is in harmony with the will of Christ. His soul is
brought into fellowship with God. Those who enlist in the
army of Christ must in all things submit to His authority
and consult His will. Implicit obedience is the condition
of salvation. God’s law must be obeyed in every par-
ticular. It is our salvation to make His law our rule, His life
our pattern, His glory our chief aim. To keep ourselves in
the love of God, to be bound to obedience by His re-
quirements, this is to be free in Christ. Signs of the Times,
November 15, 1899.

ISSUES IN RIGHTEOUSNESS



108 OUR GREATEST NEED

Christ met the claims of the law by His life of perfect obedience
two thousand years ago. Christ also meets the claims of the law through
the perfectly obedient lives of those He transforms today:

God has given to the world and to angels the evidence of
the changeless character of His love. He would part with His
only begotten Son, send Him into the world, clothed in the
likeness of sinful flesh, to condemn sin and to die upon
Calvary’s cross to make it manifest to men that there is pro-
vision in the counsels of heaven for those who believe in
Christ, to keep the commandments of God. Aside from
Christ, man cannot in spirit and in truth keep one of the com-
mandments of God, but in Christ Jesus the claims of the law
are met, because He transforms the nature of man by His
grace, creates in the heart a new spiritual life, implants a holy
nature, and men become Christlike in character. Manuscript
Releases, vol. 14, 86.

Both justification and sanctification are obtained by grace through
faith in the righteousness of Christ:

The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our
title to heaven and our fitness for it are found in the righteous-
ness of Christ. The Desire of Ages, 300.

The sanctifying or transforming righteousness of Christ is actually
imparted or given to us:

The righteousness by which we are justified is imputed;
the righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted. The
first is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.
Review and Herald, June 4, 1895.

Christ, the perfect Redeemer, delivers the surrendered soul from
the power of sin through a transformation of the character:

The part man has to act in the salvation of the soul, is to
believe on Jesus Christ as a perfect Redeemer, not for some
other man, but for his own self. He is to trust, to love, to fear
the God of heaven. There is a certain work to be accom-
plished. Man must be delivered from the power of sin. He
must be made perfect in every good work. In doing the words
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of Christ is his only assurance that his house is built upon the
solid foundation. To hear, to say, to preach, and not to do the
words of Christ, is building upon the sand. Those who do the
words of Christ will perfect a Christian character, because
Christ’s will is their will. Thus is Christ formed within, the
hope of glory. They are beholding, as in a glass, the glory of
God. By making Christ the subject of meditation, He will
become the subject of conversation; and by beholding, we
will actually be changed into the same image, from glory to
glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord. Man, fallen man, may
be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that he can
“prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God.” Romans 12:2. How does he prove this? By the Holy
Spirit taking possession of his mind, spirit, heart, and char-
acter. Where does the proving come in? “We are a spectacle
to the world, to angels, and to men.” A real work is wrought
by the Holy Spirit upon the human character, and its fruits
are seen; just as a good tree will bear good fruit, so will the
tree that is actually planted in the Lord’s garden produce
good fruit unto eternal life. Besetting sins are overcome; evil
thoughts are not allowed in the mind; evil habits are purged
from the soul temple. The tendencies, which have been bi-
ased in a wrong direction, are turned in a right direction.
Wrong dispositions and feelings are rooted out. Holy tem-
pers and sanctified emotions are now the fruit borne upon
the Christian tree. An entire transformation has taken place.
This is the work to be wrought. We see by experience that in
our own human strength, resolutions and purposes are of no
avail. Must we, then, give up? No; although our experience
testifies that we cannot possibly do this work ourselves, help
has been laid upon One who is mighty to do it for us. But the
only way that we can secure the help of God is to put our-
selves wholly in His hands, and trust Him to work for us. As
we lay hold of Him by faith, He does the work. The believer
can only trust. As God works, we can work, trusting in Him
and doing His will. Pamphlet no. 28. Elder Daniels and
the Fresno Church, 8–9.
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In order to enter Christ’s kingdom we must receive Christ’s trans-
forming grace, His imparted righteousness:

Christ does not acknowledge any caste, color, or grade
as necessary to become a subject of His kingdom. Ad-
mittance to His kingdom does not depend upon wealth or
a superior heredity. But those who are born of the Spirit
are the subjects of His kingdom. Spiritual character is that
which will be recognized by Christ. His kingdom is not of
this world. His subjects are those who are partakers of
the Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust. And this grace is given them of
God. Christ does not find His subjects fitted for His king-
dom, but He qualifies them by His Divine power. Those
who have been dead in trespasses and sins are quickened
to spiritual life. The faculties which God has given them
for holy purposes are refined, purified, and exalted, and
they are led to form characters after the divine similitude.
Review and Herald, March 26, 1895.

Qualified Through Sanctification
Christ’s mediatorial work in heaven involves not only the obtaining

of God’s pardon of our transgressions but also obtaining the Father’s
transforming—sanctifying—experience for us, which is what qualifies
us for the immortal inheritance:

We have an Advocate at the throne of God, which is
encircled by the bow of promise, and we are invited to
present our petitions in the name of Christ before the Fa-
ther. Jesus says: Ask what ye will in My name, and it shall
be done unto you. In presenting My name, you bear wit-
ness that you belong to Me, that you are My sons and
daughters, and the Father will treat you as His own, and
love you as He loveth Me. Your faith in Me will lead you
to exercise close, filial affection toward Me and the Fa-
ther. I am the Golden Chain by which your heart and soul
are bound in love and obedience to My Father. Express
to My Father the fact that My name is dear to you, that
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you respect and love Me, and you may ask what you will.
He will pardon your transgressions, and adopt you into
His royal family,—make you a child of God, a joint heir
with His only-begotten Son. Through faith in My name
He will impart to you the sanctification and holiness
which will fit you for His work in a world of sin, and
qualify you for an immortal inheritance in His king-
dom. The Father has thrown open, not only all heaven,
but all His heart, to those who manifest faith in the sacri-
fice of Christ, and who through faith in the love of God,
return unto their loyalty. Those who believe in Christ as
the Sin-bearer, the Propitiation for their sins, the Inter-
cessor in their behalf, may through the riches of the grace
of God, lay claim to the treasures of heaven. He that
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Jesus says, “Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full.” John 16:24. Signs of the Times, June 18, 1896.

Our eternal destiny is determined by the character produced in us
today:

The character formed in this world determines the destiny
for eternity. Youth Instructor, August 17, 1899.

We are all to be tested here in this life to prove whether, if
admitted to heaven, we shall repeat the same course that
Satan pursued there. But if the character which we develop
during our probation is according to the divine Pattern, it
qualifies us to receive the welcome, “Well done, thou good
and faithful servant: . . . enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”
Matthew 25:21. Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 201.

Reproducing Christ’s Character
If we are to be a saint in heaven we must first be a saint with a

perfected character here on earth:

The character you bear in probationary time will be the
character you will have at the coming of Christ. If you would
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be a saint in heaven, you must first be a saint on earth. The
traits of character you cherish in life will not be changed by
death or by the resurrection. You will come up from the grave
with the same disposition you manifested in your home and
in society. Jesus does not change the character at His com-
ing. The work of transformation must be done now. Our daily
lives are determining our destiny. Adventist Home, 16.

Christ’s glory—His character—is revealed in His law and also in
the perfected characters of His saints:

The glory of Christ is revealed in the law, which is a tran-
script of His character, and His transforming efficacy is felt
upon the soul until men become changed to His likeness.
They are made partakers of the divine nature, and grow more
and more like their Saviour, advancing step by step in con-
formity to the will of God, till they reach perfection. God’s
Amazing Grace, 80.

Just as God sent Christ to the world to reveal His character, so
Christ sends transformed men and women to also reveal that same
character:

Jesus has helped the whole world to an intelligent
knowledge of His divine mission and work. He came to
represent the character of the Father to our world, and as
we study the life, the words, and works of Jesus Christ,
we are helped in every way in the education of obedience
to God; and as we copy the example He has given us, we
are living epistles known and read of all men. We are the
living human agencies to represent in character Jesus Christ
to the world.

We are ever to be thankful that Jesus has proved to us
by actual facts that man can keep the commandments of
God, giving contradiction to Satan’s falsehood that man
cannot keep them. The Great Teacher came to our world
to stand at the head of humanity, to thus elevate and sanc-
tify humanity by His holy obedience to all of God’s re-
quirements showing it is possible to obey all the command-
ments of God. He has demonstrated that a lifelong obedi-
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ence is possible. Thus He gives men to the world, as the
Father gave the Son, to exemplify in their life the life of
Jesus Christ. Lift Him Up, 169.

Christ bruised the head of Satan by His life of perfect obedience to
His Father. He also gives a fatal wound to Satan through the fully obe-
dient lives of His saints:

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15.

Christ was the special One who should bruise the head of
the serpent; but the prophecy also includes all those who
shall overcome the enemy by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony. . . . Those who truly unite with
Christ will be found doing the same work that Christ did
while on the earth—they will be found magnifying the law
and making it honorable. . . .Whenever a soul takes a de-
cided stand for truth, the head of the serpent is bruised by
the seed of the woman. . . . When the advocates of truth
reveal the efficiency of truth in their life and character, a blow
is struck against the kingdom of Satan. Youth’s Instructor,
October 11, 1894.

The Vindication of God
The honor of God—the vindication of His character—is involved

in the perfection of the characters of His people:

Of the Spirit Jesus said, “He shall glorify Me.” The Sav-
iour came to glorify the Father by the demonstration of His
love; so the Spirit was to glorify Christ by revealing His grace
to the world. The very image of God is to be reproduced in
humanity. The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved
in the perfection of the character of His people. The Desire
of Ages, 671.

The obedience of His commandments by His people exalts God
before the world:
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The blessings of God’s covenant are mutual. . . . God
accepts those who will work for His name’s glory, to make
His name a praise in a world of apostasy and idolatry. He
will be exalted by His commandment-keeping people that
He may make them “high above all nations which he hath
made, in praise, and in name, and in honour.” Deuteronomy
26:19. Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 118.

One of the major issues of the great controversy is Satan’s claim
that God’s laws—a reflection of His character—cannot be obeyed or
reflected in the lives of His creatures—specifically the sons and daugh-
ters of fallen Adam. Satan’s claims will be proved to the whole uni-
verse to be totally false as God’s remnant people reflect God’s char-
acter and His laws in their own Christlike characters:

Christ came to the world to counteract Satan’s falsehood
that God had made a law which men could not keep. Taking
humanity upon Himself, He came to this earth, and by a life
of obedience showed that God has not made a law that man
cannot keep. He showed that it is possible for man perfectly
to obey the law. Those who accept Christ as their Saviour,
becoming partakers of His divine nature, are enabled to fol-
low His example, living in obedience to every precept of the
law. Through the merits of Christ, man is to show by his obe-
dience that he could be trusted in heaven, that he would not
rebel. The Faith I Live By, 114.

The fact that the law is holy, just, and good is to be testified
before all nations, tongues, and peoples, to worlds unfallen, to
angels, seraphim, and cherubim. The principles of the law of
God were wrought out in the character of Jesus Christ, and he
who cooperates with Christ, becoming a partaker of the divine
nature, will develop the divine character, and become an illustra-
tion of the divine law. Christ in the heart will bring the whole man,
soul, body, and spirit into captivity to the obedience of righ-
teousness. Christ’s true followers will be in conformity to the
mind and will and character of God, and the far-reaching prin-
ciples of the law will be demonstrated in humanity. Review
and Herald, March 9, 1897.



115
The greatest fear of God’s final generation after the close of proba-

tion, during the time of trouble, is that there might be some imperfec-
tion of character manifest in them that would bring reproach upon God’s
holy name:

Though God’s people will be surrounded by enemies who
are bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they
suffer is not a dread of persecution for the truth’s sake; they
fear that every sin has not been repented of, and that through
some fault in themselves they will fail to realize the fulfillment
of the Saviour’s promise: I “will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the world.” Revelation
3:10. If they could have the assurance of pardon they would
not shrink from torture or death; but should they prove un-
worthy, and lose their lives because of their own defects of
character, then God’s holy name would be reproached. The
Great Controversy, 619.

We are promised that eventually the final and full display of God’s
love—His character and laws—will be manifest in the lives of His
church members when they demonstrate the transforming power of
Christ to save man from sin, not in sin:

The church is the depositary of the wealth of the riches
of the grace of Christ, and through the church eventually
will be made manifest the final and full display of the love
of God to the world that is to be lightened with its glory.
The prayer of Christ that His church may be one as He
was one with His Father will finally be answered. The rich
dowry of the Holy Spirit will be given, and through its
constant supply to the people of God they will become
witnesses in the world of the power of God unto salva-
tion. Testimonies to Ministers, 50.

When the character of Christ is perfectly reproduced in His
people, then the character of God and His laws will be fully vindi-
cated. The hour of His judgment can then be brought to a close,
the sanctuary will be finally cleansed, and Christ can come to take
His people home:
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“When the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in
the sickle, because the harvest is come.” Mark 4:29. Christ
is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself
in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them
as His own. Christ’s Object Lessons, 69.

When Christ’s people understand and experience the transforming,
saving power of His spiritual kingdom, then the true gospel will quickly
go to the whole world and Christ will come:

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come. Matthew 24:14.

To be redeemed means to cease from sin. No heart that
is stirred to rebellion against the law of God has any union
with Christ, who died to vindicate the law and exalt it before
all nations, tongues, and peoples. Pharisaic self-complacency
and bold assumptions of holiness are abundant. There are
many who do not see themselves in the light of the law of
God. They do not loathe selfishness; therefore they are self-
ish. Their souls are spotted and defiled. Yet with sin-stained
lips they say, “I am holy. Jesus teaches me that the law of
God is a yoke of bondage. Those who say that we must
keep the law have fallen from grace.”

Christ says, “Blessed are they that do his commandments.”
The heavenly benediction is pronounced upon those who keep
the law. “They shall have right to the tree of life,” the Saviour
declares, “and shall enter in through the gates into the city.”

We must decide for ourselves whether or not these words
will be spoken to us. A right decision will be revealed by
action in harmony with the law of God. But we can not pos-
sibly keep the commandments without the help of Christ. He
alone can save us, by cleansing us from all sin. He does not
save us by the law; but neither will he save us in disobedi-
ence to the law. He draws us to himself because he has been
lifted upon the cross of Calvary. Review and Herald, Sep-
tember 25, 1900.
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Simple Agencies Will Be UsedSimple Agencies Will Be UsedSimple Agencies Will Be UsedSimple Agencies Will Be UsedSimple Agencies Will Be Used

“Representations have been made to me,
showing that the Lord will carry out His plans

through a variety of ways and instruments.
It is not alone the most talented,

not alone those who hold high positions of trust,
or are the most highly educated
from a worldly point of view,

whom the Lord uses
to do His grand and holy work of soulsaving.

He will use simple means;
He will use many who have had few advantages

to help in carrying forward His work.
He will, by the use of simple means,

bring those who possess property and lands
to a belief of the truth,

and these will be influenced
to become the Lord’s helping hand
in the advancement of His work.”

Selected Messages, book 1, 128.
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Chapter Ten

1888 REVISITED
God’s Attempt to Revive and Reform the Church

THE GREAT SIN of ancient Israel was that of placing their
own opinions, desires, preferences, and “wisdom” in place of
God’s revealed will. They tended to look to themselves, or to

their wayward leaders, and even to the pagan nations around them for
“ideas” and “inspiration” as to how to live and work for the Lord.
Their great sin was to look to man rather than to Christ for their wis-
dom and guidance.

The Hebrews were not willing to submit to the directions
and restrictions of the Lord. They simply wanted their own
way, to follow the leadings of their own mind, and be con-
trolled by their own judgment. Could they have been left free
to do this, no complaints would have been made of Moses;
but they were restless under restraint. Testimonies, vol. 3,
360.

Looking to man rather than to Christ has been modern Israel’s great
sin also—for quite some time now. Because of our tendency to place
our own wisdom, or that of other men, ahead of that of Jesus Christ,
the Lord sent a special message of revival and reformation to our church
in General Conference session in Minneapolis in October and No-
vember 1888. It was a call to turn from looking to man and to focus
our attention upon the uplifted Saviour and His atoning heavenly min-
istry in our behalf. It was a special call from the Lord for His church to
not just know and preach the theory but to actually experience the
three angels’ messages of Righteousness by Faith.

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious mes-
sage to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This
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message was to bring more prominently before the world the
uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
It presented justification through faith in the Surety; it invited
the people to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is
made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God.
Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes
directed to His divine person, His merits, and His changeless
love for the human family. All power is given into His hands,
that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the price-
less gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human agent.
This is the message that God commanded to be given to the
world. It is the third angel’s message, which is to be pro-
claimed with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring
of His Spirit in a large measure.

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious work
as the Lamb slain, sitting upon the throne, to dispense the
priceless covenant blessings, the benefits He died to pur-
chase for every soul who should believe on Him. John could
not express that love in words; it was too deep, too broad;
he calls upon the human family to behold it. Christ is pleading
for the church in the heavenly courts above, pleading for those
for whom He paid the redemption price of His own lifeblood.
Centuries, ages, can never diminish the efficacy of this aton-
ing sacrifice. The message of the gospel of His grace was to
be given to the church in clear and distinct lines, that the world
should no longer say that Seventh-day Adventists talk the
law, the law, but do not teach or believe Christ.

The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented
to the people with freshness and power, that their faith might
lay hold upon its merits. As the high priest sprinkled the warm
blood upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant cloud of in-
cense ascended before God, so while we confess our sins
and plead the efficacy of Christ’s atoning blood, our prayers
are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our
Saviour’s character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we
are ever to bear in mind that there is One that can take away
sin and save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged before God
with a contrite heart, He will remove. This faith is the life of
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the church. As the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness by
Moses, and all that had been bitten by the fiery serpents were
bidden to look and live, so also the Son of man must be lifted
up, that “whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”

Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted
Saviour, and by faith to accept the merits which it is his privi-
lege to claim, the sinner can no more be saved than Peter
could walk upon the water unless he kept his eyes fixed
steadily upon Jesus. Testimonies to Ministers, 91–93.

For some time prior to the 1888 General Conference session, the
messenger of the Lord—Ellen G. White—had also been giving strong
calls for revival and reformation. The urgency of turning from the fol-
lowing of man to full obedience to Jesus Christ was emphasized in light
of our living in the great antitypical day of atonement. If the following
words from Jesus Christ were of importance, and applicable, to Ad-
ventists over a century ago, how urgent and serious must they be for
every one of us today. This solemn appeal was entitled “The Church’s
Great Need.”

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and
most urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first
work. There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of
the Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing
upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our
Heavenly Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts
to their children. But it is our work, by confession, humilia-
tion, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions
upon which God has promised to grant us His blessing. . . .

We have far more to fear from within than from without.
The hindrances to strength and success are far greater from
the church itself than from the world. Unbelievers have a right
to expect that those who profess to be keeping the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus, will do more than
any other class to promote and honor, by their consistent
lives, by their godly example and their active influence, the
cause which they represent. But how often have the pro-
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fessed advocates of the truth proved the greatest obstacle to
its advancement! The unbelief indulged, the doubts expressed,
the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil an-
gels, and open the way for the accomplishment of Satan’s
devices. . . .

Let us confess and forsake every sin, that the way of the
Lord may be prepared, that He may come into our assem-
blies and impart His rich grace. The world, the flesh, and the
Devil must be overcome. We cannot prepare the way by
gaining the friendship of the world, which is enmity with God;
but by His help we can break its seductive influence upon
ourselves and upon others. . . . There can be and must be a
withdrawal from conformity to the world, a shunning of all
appearance of evil, so that no occasion shall be given for
gainsayers. We cannot escape reproach; it will come; but we
should be very careful that we are not reproached for our
own sins or follies, but for Christ’s sake.

There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people
of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so
that the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church
and an impenitent congregation. If Satan had his way, there
would never be another awakening, great or small, to the
end of time. . . .

We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins
are, by confession and repentance, to go beforehand to
Judgment. God does not now accept a tame, spiritless tes-
timony from His ministers. Such a testimony would not be
present truth. The message for this time must be meat in due
season to feed the church of God. But Satan has been seek-
ing gradually to rob this message of its power, that the
people may not be prepared to stand in the day of the Lord.

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the Most Holy
Place of the heavenly Sanctuary, to begin the work of the
investigative Judgment. The cases of the righteous dead have
been passing in review before God. When that work shall be
completed, judgment is to be pronounced upon the living.
How precious, how important are these solemn moments!
Each of us has a case pending in the court of heaven. We are
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individually to be judged according to the deeds done in the
body. . . .

Shall we not become intelligent in regard to the work that
is being accomplished for us at this time, and the position that
we as sinners should occupy while this work of atonement is
going forward? If we have any regard for our souls’ salva-
tion, we must make a decided change. We must seek the
Lord with true penitence; we must with deep contrition of
soul confess our sins, that they may be blotted out. . . .

Let the church arise, and repent of her back-slidings be-
fore God. Let the watchmen awake, and give the trumpet a
certain sound. It is a definite warning that we have to pro-
claim. God commands His servants, “Cry aloud, spare not,
lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” The atten-
tion of the people must be gained; unless this can be done, all
effort is useless; though an angel from heaven should come
down and speak to them, his words would do no more good
than if he were speaking into the cold ear of death. The church
must arouse to action. The Spirit of God can never come in
until she prepares the way. There should be earnest search-
ing of heart. There should be united, persevering prayer, and
through faith a claiming of the promises of God. There should
be, not a clothing of the body with sackcloth, as in ancient
times, but a deep humiliation of soul. We have not the first
reason for self-congratulation and self exaltation. We should
humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God. He will ap-
pear to comfort and bless the true seekers. Review and
Herald, March 22, 1887. All emphases supplied unless oth-
erwise noted.

Just a few months prior to the 1888 General Conference session,
Ellen White penned an article entitled “How Do We Stand?” She gave
the painful description of God’s people as having their anchor to Christ
severed and thus drifting “without chart or compass”—as being spiri-
tually dead. She pointed out that we may claim to believe in Jesus
when we understand that His death makes it possible to cease from sin
and to perfect a righteous character. She directed her readers to Christ
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as our Saviour from our sins—a life of victory through faith and obe-
dience. She gave a moving call to the work of overcoming. This call to
righteousness by faith, is especially appropriate in this our day of “subtle
temptation to worldliness, to self-security, to indulgence of pride, cov-
etousness, false doctrines, and immorality of life.”

The solemn question should come home to every mem-
ber of our churches, How are we standing before God, as
the professed followers of Jesus Christ? Is our light shining
forth to the world in clear, steady rays? Have we, as a people
solemnly dedicated to God, preserved our union with the
Source of all light? Are not the symptoms of decay and de-
clension painfully visible in the midst of the Christian churches
of today? Spiritual death has come upon the people that
should be manifesting life and zeal, purity and consecration,
by the most earnest devotion to the cause of truth. The facts
concerning the real condition of the professed people of God,
speak more loudly than their profession, and make it evident
that some power has cut the cable that anchored them to the
Eternal Rock, and that they are drifting away to sea, without
chart or compass.

What is to be done? The True Witness points out the only
remedy: “Repent, and do the first works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.” Christ will cease to take your
name upon His lips in His intercession with the Father, unless
there is a decided change in the life and characters of those
who have wandered from the living God, and forsaken his
service. . . .

Today let the question come home to the heart of every
one who professes the name of Christ, “Dost thou believe in
the Son of God?” Not, “Do you admit that Jesus is the Re-
deemer of the world?” Not to soothe your conscience and
the consciences of others by saying, “I believe,” and think
that is all there is to be done. But do you believe with all your
heart that Jesus is your Saviour? Do you bring Him into your
life, and weave Him into your character, until you are one
with Christ? Many accept Jesus as an article of belief, but
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they have no saving faith in Him as their sacrifice and Sav-
iour. They have no realization that Christ has died to save
them from the penalty of the law which they have transgressed,
in order that they may be brought back to loyalty to God. Do
you believe that Christ, as your substitute, pays the debt of
your transgression? Not, however, that you may continue in
sin, but that you may be saved from your sins; that you, through
the merits of His righteousness, may be re-instated to the
favor of God. Do you know that a holy and just God will
accept your efforts to keep His law, through the merits of His
own beloved Son who died for your rebellion and sin?

You may say that you believe in Jesus, when you have an
appreciation of the cost of salvation. You may make this claim,
when you feel that Jesus died for you on the cruel cross of
Calvary; when you have an intelligent, understanding faith
that His death makes it possible for you to cease from sin,
and to perfect a righteous character through the grace of God,
bestowed upon you as the purchase of Christ’s blood. . . .

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.” Has there been a departure from God?
then there must be a returning unto Him; there must be a
doing of the first works; there must be a close examination of
the life. The state of the character must be compared with
the great moral standard of righteousness. There must be a
searching out of the peculiar sins which have been offensive
to God, which have dishonored His name, and quenched the
light of His Spirit, and killed the first love from the soul. . . .

“I counsel thee,” saith the True Witness, “to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white rai-
ment that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear.” Christ’s righteousness will not
cover the unrighteousness of any one. “All unrighteousness is
sin,” and “sin is the transgression of the law,” therefore, those
who are breaking the law of God and teaching others to break
it, will not be covered with the garments of Christ’s righ-
teousness. He came not to save men in their sins; but from
their sins. . . . We need an advocate with the Father, because
it is the Father’s law that we have broken. We need to re-
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pent of our transgression, and return to our allegiance to God.
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was
manifested to take away our sins: and in him is no sin. Who-
soever abideth in him sinneth not; whosoever sinneth hath
not seen him, neither known him.” Here it is plainly stated
that whosoever abideth in Christ will not be a transgressor of
the law of God. . . .

He who is the divine Head of the church, the mightiest of
conquerors, would point His followers to His life, His toils,
His self-denials, His struggles, and sufferings, through con-
tempt, through rejection, ridicule, scorn, insult, mockery, false-
hood, up the path of Calvary to the scene of the crucifixion,
that they might be encouraged to press on toward the mark
for the prize and reward of the overcomer. Victory is as-
sured through faith and obedience. Let us make an applica-
tion of the words of Christ to our own individual cases. Are
we poor, and blind, and wretched, and miserable? Then let
us seek the gold and white raiment that He offers. The work
of overcoming is not restricted to the age of the martyrs. The
conflict is for us, in these days of subtle temptation to world-
liness, to self-security, to indulgence of pride, covetousness,
false doctrines, and immorality of life. “By their fruits ye shall
know them,” and every church is to bear the test of God’s
law. Shall we stand before the proving of God? Ibid., July
24, 1888. Emphasis in the original.

Satan does all that he can to encourage our natural tendency to not
look to, and to not follow Christ. He does all that he possibly can to
eclipse our view of Jesus and to get us to be more concerned as to
what man thinks of us than of what Jesus does. He gets us to looking
to man for guidance and counsel rather than to Jesus Christ. It was
because of Satan’s success in this area that God had Waggoner and
Jones present their messages on righteousness by faith—the third angel’s
message.

Now, it has been Satan’s determined purpose to eclipse
the view of Jesus and lead men to look to man, and trust to
man, and be educated to expect help from man. For years
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the church has been looking to man and expecting much from
man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal
life are centered. Therefore God gave to His servants a tes-
timony that presented the truth as it is in Jesus, which is the
third angel’s message, in clear, distinct lines. Testimonies to
Ministers, 93.

To not be looking to and following and obeying Christ, or to be
expecting much from anyone other than Christ, whether from our own
wisdom or from other men, is to walk in step with the beast, and the
image warned against by the third angel’s message. In this antitypical
day of atonement, we must especiallly be looking to Christ rather than
to man for our spiritual guidance and character development. This third
angel’s message of looking to Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, rather
than to man—the beast and his image—must be sounded to awaken
the people:

It is in this time of probation that we are to prepare either
for eternal life in glory, or for perdition. It is here that we are
engaged in the work of character-building; and if we suc-
ceed, we shall merit from the Master the welcome, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.” Christ has gone into
the most holy department, and has left us word to watch and
pray, lest He return suddenly and find us sleeping. The char-
acter which we are now making will come in review before
God before Christ leaves the sanctuary. Here God will see
what characters we have been building for time and eternity.
How shall we stand before the great Eternal? How many
sheaves will we have brought to the Master through our ear-
nest efforts? . . .

All have defects of character to overcome, and therefore
no human being can be your pattern. You should not feel
content to do merely as others do. If they do not live out the
truth, will it excuse you for disobedience? You should not
imitate their example; you should try to help them by a right
course of living before them. . . . .

The third angel’s message must go over the land, and
awaken the people, and call their attention to the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus. Another angel unites his
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voice with the third angel, and the earth is lighted with its
glory. The light increases, and it shines out to all the nations
of the earth. It is to go forth as a light that burneth. It will be
attended with great power, until its golden beams have fallen
upon every tongue, every people, and every nation upon the
face of the whole earth. Let me ask you, What you are doing
to prepare for this work? Are you building for eternity? You
must remember that this angel represents the people that have
this message to give to the world. Are you among that people?
Do you really believe that this work in which we are engaged
is truly the third angel’s message? If so, then you understand
that we have a mighty work to do, and that we ought to be
about it. We must sanctify ourselves by a strict obedience
to the truth, placing ourselves in right relation to God and
His work. Review and Herald, August 18, 1885.

God raises up men to meet the need of the hour. He raises up those
who call His people to look to and to follow Jesus in obedience as the
Source of our righteousness—right doing (see Christ’s Object Les-
sons, 312):

God has raised up men to meet the necessity of this time who
will cry aloud and spare not, who will lift up their voice like a
trumpet, and show my people their transgressions and the house
of Jacob their sins. Their work is not only to proclaim the law,
but to preach the truth for this time—the Lord our righteous-
ness. The curse of Meroz will be upon those who do not now
come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. Well may the
question be asked in the spirit of Elijah. “How long halt ye be-
tween two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal,
then follow him.” Ibid., August 13, 1889.

The servant of the Lord went on to give a warning to those who
worked contrary to His chosen messengers. Those who would do
anything to calm rather than help to awaken the people to the solem-
nity of this hour [the great day of atonement}, if they persisted, would
receive the reward of those who are in open rebellion against God:

All heaven is interested in the work that is going on upon
the earth. But there are those who see no necessity for a
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special work at this time. While God is working to arouse
the people, they seek to turn aside the message of warning,
reproof, and entreaty. Their influence tends to quiet the fears
of the people, and to prevent them from awaking to the so-
lemnity of this time. Those who are doing this, are giving the
trumpet no certain sound. They ought to be awake to the
situation, but they have become ensnared by the enemy. If
they do not change their course, they will be recorded on the
books of heaven as stewards who are unfaithful in the sacred
trusts committed to them, and the same reward will be ap-
portioned to them as to those who are at enmity and in open
rebellion against God. Ibid.

When inquired of, the servant of the Lord clarified that justification
by faith in Jesus Christ is “the third angel’s message in verity.” She
went on to discuss the church’s great need of experiencing the revival
and reformation advocated by the True Witness in the message to
Laodicea. The members were to look to and obey Christ as the only
source of the righteousness represented by the wedding garment:

Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of
justification by faith is the third angel’s message, and I
have answered, “It is the third angel’s message in ver-
ity.”. . . God has light for His people, and all who will ac-
cept it will see the sinfulness of remaining in a lukewarm
condition; they will heed the counsel of the True Witness
when He says, “Be zealous therefore, and repent. Be-
hold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me.”

The Church is presented as standing in a self-satisfied,
pleased, proud, independent position, ignorant of her desti-
tution and wretchedness. By her attitude she says, “I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.”. . .

The gold that Jesus would have us buy of Him is gold
tried in the fire; it is the gold of faith and love, that has no
defiling substance mingled with it. The white raiment is the
righteousness of Christ, the wedding garment which Christ
alone can give. The eye-salve is the true spiritual discern-
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ment that is so wanting among us, for spiritual things must be
spiritually discerned. Ibid., April 1, 1890.

The question of most vital importance in the end time is “Who is on
the Lord’s side?” Only those who experience the transforming grace
of Christ will be able to give the final angel’s message to the world:

The question of most vital importance for this time is, “Who
is on the Lord’s side? Who will unite with the angel in giving
the message of truth to the world? Who will receive the light
that is to fill the whole earth with its glory?” Those who cher-
ish the light that they have, will receive more. Increasing light
will shine about the souls who yield to the softening, subdu-
ing grace of Christ; and those who love the light, will be saved
from the delusions of Satan. He will strive with intense en-
ergy to exhibit, through his miracle-working power, signs and
wonders that will seem to eclipse the work that God will do
in the earth. And all will be deceived except those whose
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. We need light
now at every step, lest we be swept away with the error of
the wicked. Ibid., November 5, 1889.

Only as we experience the revival and reformation of turning from
self and looking solely to Christ are we fitted to witness effectively to
others. When we cease from looking to man and rather look to Jesus,
we will become righteous by faith through transformation into His like-
ness:

When the heart is emptied of self, it will be ready for
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and then you will be fitted
to strengthen the sheep and lambs of the flock of Christ;
for self will be hid with Christ in God. The Spirit of Christ
will be manifested in your daily life. The apostle says, “Be
ye holy in all manner of conversation.” You are to be found
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Your whole
body, soul, and spirit are to be preserved blameless unto
the coming of the Lord. What we need is the deep movings
of the Spirit of God; for the standard of Christian life is
expressed in these words: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
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thy mind, and with all thy strength. . . . Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.”

In order to fulfill this divine requirement, we need to look
upon Him whom our sins have pierced, and become changed
into His image. We need the endowment of the Holy Spirit.
Signs of the Times, August 1, 1892.

In 1888, Satan used differences in understanding of the law in
Galatians to distract God’s leaders from the call to revival and refor-
mation which they so desperately needed. Controversy as to whether
Paul was referring to the moral law or to the ceremonial law as being
“the schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ” was associated with such a
spiritual state of our leaders that they were unwilling to surrender pre-
conceived opinions and surrender to the messages for revival and ref-
ormation. They persisted in looking to and upholding their own opin-
ions and ways, and those of other leaders, and refused to turn and
look only to Jesus for the needed guidance and revival. The conse-
quences were most disastrous and wide spread. Because of their fail-
ure to look to Jesus in contrition and obedience—experience righ-
teousness by faith—they were unable to receive the Holy Spirit in lat-
ter rain power. In 1896, eight years after the 1888 General Confer-
ence session, the servant of the Lord penned the following sad com-
mentary:

“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith” Galatians 3:24. In this
scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking es-
pecially of the moral law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes
us to feel our need of Christ and to flee unto Him for pardon
and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and
to accept this truth, lay at the foundation of a large share of
the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s
message through Brethren [E. J.] Waggoner and [A. T.] Jones.
By exciting that opposition Satan succeeded in shutting away
from our people, in a great measure, the special power of the
Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The enemy
prevented them from obtaining that efficiency which might
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have been theirs in carrying the truth to the world, as the
apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light
that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was re-
sisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been in a
great degree kept away from the world. Selected Messages,
book 1, 234–235.

In the same year, Ellen White sent the following severe rebuke to
leaders who were continuing to refuse to follow and obey Jesus Christ
fully. By failing to experience righteousness by faith—justification and
sanctification—they were false guideposts:

I have no smooth message to bear to those who have
been so long as false guideposts, pointing the wrong way. If
you reject Christ’s delegated messengers, you reject Christ.
Neglect this great salvation, kept before you for years, de-
spise this glorious offer of justification through the blood of
Christ and sanctification through the cleansing power of the
Holy Spirit, and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indig-
nation. I entreat you now to humble yourselves and cease
your stubborn resistance of light and evidence. Say unto the
Lord, Mine iniquities have separated between me and my
God. O Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins
from the book of Thy remembrance. Praise His holy name,
there is forgiveness with Him, and you can be converted,
transformed. Testimonies to Ministers, 97–98.

Has not this serious refusal to experience righteousness by faith—
to cease from the ways of man, and rather to look to and to obey
Christ implicitly as a result of contrition and transformation—persisted
to the present time? We are still here upon this earth. God has still been
unable to place approval upon our stubborn waywardness in our per-
sonal lives and in our work for Him. He has not yet been able to pour
out the latter rain upon us. We have not yet been empowered to give
the loud cry. We profess to believe in righteousness by faith, but in
reality we are unrighteous because of lack of faith in, and lack of obe-
dience to, the leadership of Jesus Christ. Christ’s messages to us through
the Spirit of Prophecy—the Testimony of Jesus—are to a great extent
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of none effect among us. Ever since 1888, because of our unright-
eousness from lack of faith in the counsels given, we have not been
found qualified to receive the latter rain or to give the loud cry. Be-
cause of our stubborn persistence in looking to, and in following man,
we have not been found qualified to give, in latter rain power, the three
angels’ messages of full surrender to Christ. Because of the great dis-
crepancies between our practices and our preaching, we have not yet
been found qualified to finish the Lord’s work upon this earth. In 1903—
100 years ago—the servant of the Lord penned the following strong
rebuke and warning:

Our position in the world is not what it should be. We are
far from where we should have been had our Christian expe-
rience been in harmony with the light and the opportunities
given us, had we from the beginning constantly pressed on-
ward and upward. Had we walked in the light that has been
given us, had we followed on to know the Lord, our path
would have grown brighter and brighter. But many of those
who have had special light are so conformed to the world
that they can scarcely be distinguished from worldlings. They
do not stand forth as God’s peculiar people, chosen and pre-
cious. It is difficult to discern between him that serveth God
and him that serveth Him not.

In the balances of the sanctuary the Seventh-day Advent-
ist church is to be weighed. She will be judged by the privi-
leges and advantages that she has had. If her spiritual expe-
rience does not correspond to the advantages that Christ, at
infinite cost, has bestowed on her, if the blessings conferred
have not qualified her to do the work entrusted to her, on her
will be pronounced the sentence: “Found wanting.” By the
light bestowed, the opportunities given, will she be judged.
Testimonies, vol. 8, 247.

Because we have allowed Satan to “make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Holy Spirit” among us, we are unprepared to receive the
Holy Spirit in greater power:

God has in store love, joy, peace, and glorious triumph
for all who serve Him in spirit and in truth. His command-
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ment-keeping people are to stand constantly in readiness for
service. They are to receive increased grace and power, and
increased knowledge of the Holy Spirit’s working. But many
are not ready to receive the precious gifts of the Spirit which
God is waiting to bestow on them. They are not reaching
higher and still higher for power from above that through the
gifts bestowed, they may be recognized as God’s peculiar
people, zealous of good works. . . .

Would we not now have much greater light if, in the
past, we had received the Lord’s admonitions, acknowl-
edged His presence, and turned away from all practices
contrary to His will? Had we done this, the light of heaven
would have shone into the soul-temple, enabling us to com-
prehend the truth and to love God supremely and our
neighbors as ourselves. Oh, how greatly Christ is dishon-
ored by those who, professing to be Christians, disgrace
the name they bear by failing to make their lives corre-
spond to their profession. Ibid., 247–248.

Because of our stubborn persistence in choosing our own ways of
living and working for Christ contrary to His counsels to us, God says
that He will choose our delusions:

One who sees beneath the surface, who reads the hearts
of all men, says of those who have had great light: “They are
not afflicted and astonished because of their moral and spir-
itual condition.” Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and
their soul delighteth in their abominations. I also will choose
their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because
when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not
hear: but they did evil before Mine eyes, and chose that in
which I delighted not.” “God shall send them strong delu-
sion, that they should believe a lie,” because they received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” “but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.” Isaiah 66:3, 4; 2 Thessalonians
2:11, 10, 12. Ibid., 249.

What stronger delusion could come upon us than that our pretense
of obeying the Lord, when in reality we are following the ways of the
world, is acceptable to Him and is being blessed by Him:
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The heavenly Teacher inquired: “What stronger delusion

can beguile the mind than the pretense that you are building
on the right foundation and that God accepts your works,
when in reality you are working out many things according to
worldly policy and are sinning against Jehovah? Oh, it is a
great deception, a fascinating delusion, that takes possession
of minds when men who have once known the truth, mistake
the form of godliness for the spirit and power thereof; when
they suppose that they are rich and increased with goods
and in need of nothing, while in reality they are in need of
everything.” Ibid., 249–250.

When we are living like the world and adopting the methods and
standards of the world for our institutions and ministry, our pretended
garments of righteousness are spotted with stains of the world and we
are spiritual harlots:

Who can truthfully say: “Our gold is tried in the fire; our
garments are unspotted by the world”? I saw our Instructor
pointing to the garments of so-called righteousness. Strip-
ping them off, He laid bare the defilement beneath. Then He
said to me: “Can you not see how they have pretentiously
covered up their defilement and rottenness of character?
‘How is the faithful city become an harlot!’ My Father’s house
is made a house of merchandise, a place whence the divine
presence and glory have departed! For this cause there is
weakness, and strength is lacking.” Ibid., 250.

A century ago, fifteen years after we rejected the message of righ-
teousness by faith, the messenger of the Lord closed the above rebuke
and warning to us with a call to revival and reformation. If we persist in
refusing that call to live and work in the manner Christ has instructed
us—according to His will— we do so at our eternal peril:

Unless the church, which is now being leavened with her
own backsliding, shall repent and be converted, she will eat
of the fruit of her own doing, until she shall abhor herself.
When she resists the evil and chooses the good, when she
seeks God with all humility and reaches her high calling in
Christ, standing on the platform of eternal truth and by faith
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laying hold upon the attainments prepared for her, she will be
healed. She will appear in her God-given simplicity and pu-
rity, separate from earthly entanglements, showing that the
truth has made her free indeed. Then her members will in-
deed be the chosen of God, His representatives.

The time has come for a thorough reformation to take
place. When this reformation begins, the spirit of prayer will
actuate every believer and will banish from the church the
spirit of discord and strife. Those who have not been living in
Christian fellowship will draw close to one another. One
member working in right lines will lead other members to
unite with him in making intercession for the revelation of the
Holy Spirit. There will be no confusion, because all will be in
harmony with the mind of the Spirit. The barriers separating
believer from believer will be broken down, and God’s ser-
vants will speak the same things. The Lord will cooperate
with His servants. All will pray understandingly the prayer
that Christ taught His servants: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10. Ibid.,
250–251.
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Chapter Eleven

OUR GREATEST NEED
Revival and Reformation Now

AS WE HAVE SEEN in our study thus far, there is only one
gospel of salvation—the everlasting gospel. It consists of par-
don and transformation through faith in what Christ has done

2,000 years ago outside of us and what He can do within us now
through His High Priestly ministry. By God’s grace, we can not only be
pardoned fron the guilt of our sins, but also delivered, in this life, from
the power of sin. Christ came and took our fallen nature to show that
humanity, united to divinity, does not sin. He is our Example and by His
grace we can represent Him correctly in this present life.

Victorious living is possible only when the life we live is the result of
Christ living in us. Christ’s professed people are those who claim to
have opened their heart doors to His indwelling and are considered
His temple, His dwelling place—“which temple ye are.” 1 Corinthians
3:17. When Christ’s followers sin, His temple is polluted, in need of
cleansing.

When a sinner confesses and repents, the earthly “temple”—the
individual and the church—is forgiven. (Sin usually does not result
in guilt solely for the perpetrator. As the case of Achan teaches, the
group is held accountable for the individual. Very rare indeed is the
group who has given a proper example and complete instruction in
righteousness to each of its members. Thus, sins of one member
are partly the responsibility of all.) The confessed and forgiven sin
is transferred to the heavenly sanctuary where it is registered to the
individual’s and to the church’s account. The pardoned parties are
placed on probation. They are declared clean but not cured from
the leprosy of sin. The probationary time is for experiencing sanc-
tification through the transforming power of “Christ in you the hope
of glory.”
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On the great day of atonement, in which we are living since 1844,
the cases of all are reviewed to document who have taken advantage
of the cure from sin so freely offered. Those who have allowed Christ
to cleanse the soul temple from the power of sin are declared cured,
their sins are blotted out, and their names retained in the Lamb’s book
of life. Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross—the second death
of complete separation from God—cancels the guilt of the cured
sinner’s disobediences and the redeemed is restored to full union with
God and eternal existence in His universe. Those who have retained
even only one unconfessed and unrepented of sin are declared un-
cured and incurable. Their sins are not blotted out, but rather their
name is removed from the book of life. They must bear the guilt of their
own sin and must suffer eternal separation from God—eternal death.

When all of the cases of Christ’s professed followers, from the
garden of Eden until now, are reviewed and their status of cured or
incurable is determined, the guilt of the sins of the incurable is placed
upon them, the guilt of the sins of the cured is placed upon Satan for
him to bear his share. The temple on earth consisting then of only those
cured from sin—Christ’s true followers—are then fully released from
their culpability. Their atonement is completed.

These are indeed life and death issues. All repentant sinners from
Adam and Eve onward have looked forward to this our day “upon
whom the ends of the world are come.”

It is difficult for the human mind to comprehend the full importance
of the Great Day of Atonement in which we live. We can be certain of
one thing, and that is that our eternal destiny is being reviewed and
Christ is establishing for all time whether or not each of His professed
followers is cured or incurable—are they safe to save. We can also
know that for Christ to be able to cleanse the heavenly sanctuary, for
His heavenly ministry to be able to cease, for Him to be able to come
the second time, and for the great controversy to be drawn to a close,
Christ must be able to find a generation of followers who are just as
desirous and willing to be cleansed from participation in sin as they are
from the guilt of sin. For Christ to be able to cleanse the heavenly
sanctuary, His temple on earth must demonstrate, by His grace, that
they are cleansed and cured from sin. Christ must have a generation
who have allowed His character to be fully reproduced in them as
demonstrated, at least in part, by their full obedience to His will. Yes,
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“The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of
the character of His people.” Desire of Ages, 671.

It is indeed an awesome and humbling thought that the Godhead’s
honor, their law, their character, the foundation of their government is
affected by their being able to demonstrate that their plan of salvation
is able to save repentant sinners from their sins and not in their sins. If
the latter were not true, then repentant Adam and Eve could have been
immediately restored to the Garden of Eden.

Words fail us to depict the awesome importance of this Great Day
of Atonement in which we live. And only the Holy Spirit can help each
one of us to evaluate correctly our behavior and conduct while our
eternal destinies are being decided, not just in heaven, but by our day-
to-day surrender to Christ’s transforming, sanctifying, soul-cleansing
power. We can be certain that if it was ever safe for a follower of
Christ to knowingly ignore, neglect, or reject any counsel through any
of His chosen messengers, it is not safe to do so in the day of atone-
ment. If it was ever safe for God’s people to knowingly participate in
sin, it is not now safe in the day of atonement. The reader is referred to
the book Why Jesus Waits, by Herbert E. Douglass, available through
your Adventist Book Center, for an in-depth presentation of the spiri-
tual condition of God’s final generation.

The whole [day of atonement] ceremony was designed
to impress the Israelites with the holiness of God and His
abhorrence of sin; and, further, to show them that they
could not come in contact with sin without becoming pol-
luted. Every man was required to afflict his soul while this
work of atonement was going forward. All business was
to be laid aside, and the whole congregation of Israel were
to spend the day in solemn humiliation before God, with
prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart. Great Con-
troversy, 419–420.

From the above, we can conclude that the day of atonement was
not a time for partying or celebration; certainly not prior to their atone-
ment being completed at the close of probation with the words “he
that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be
holy still.” We can conclude from the statement which follows that now
is also not a time for approving pluralism or for neutrality for neutrality
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is treason against God. In a spiritual crisis, blindness develops in any
attempt to be neutral on doctrinal issues and church policies which are
in error:

What astonishing deception and fearful blindness had, like
a dark cloud, covered Israel! This blindness and apostasy
had not closed about them suddenly; it had come upon them
gradually as they had not heeded the word of reproof and
warning which the Lord had sent to them because of their
pride and their sins. And now, in this fearful crisis, in the pres-
ence of the idolatrous priests and the apostate king, they re-
mained neutral. If God abhors one sin above another, of which
His people are guilty, it is doing nothing in case of an emer-
gency. Indifference and neutrality in a religious crisis is re-
garded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the very
worst type of hostility against God. Testimonies, vol. 3, 280–
281.

Christ’s followers have no right to stand on the ground of
neutrality. There is more hope of an open enemy than of one
who is neutral. Review and Herald, February 25, 1902.

You cannot affiliate with the world without becoming a
partaker of its spirit, without becoming guilty of treason against
the Lord who has bought you. Ibid., August 26, 1890.

Let us listen to the servant of the Lord as she describes the urgency
of our spiritual situation:

We are now living in the solemn period of the antitypical
day of atonement. In the type, the sins of the people were,
on the atonement day, to be called to mind and repented of.
It was a time of humiliation and affliction of soul. The greatest
care was enjoined that every part of the service be attended
to with becoming reverence, lest the anger of the Lord be
displayed. The high priest was required to make the most
careful and solemn preparation, and he must guard himself
with the utmost diligence from all contamination. How much
more while the antitypical atonement is going on in heaven,
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should those who minister in sacred things be holy. “Be ye
clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” Said Christ, “I sanc-
tify Myself that they also may be sanctified.” Those who are
sent to the people in Christ’s stead should be men of God,
pure in life, pure in conversation, ensamples to the flock. They
have a solemn work before them, warning every man and
teaching every man, in all wisdom, that we may present ev-
ery man perfect in Christ Jesus. “Whereunto I also labor striv-
ing according to His working which worketh in me mightily.”
Manuscript Releases, vol. 5, 5–6.

We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the
typical service, while the high priest was making the atone-
ment for Israel, all were required to afflict their souls by re-
pentance of sin and humiliation before the Lord, lest they be
cut off from among the people. In like manner, all who would
have their names retained in the book of life should now, in
the few remaining days of their probation, afflict their souls
before God by sorrow for sin and true repentance. There
must be deep, faithful searching of heart. The light, frivolous
spirit indulged by so many professed Christians must be put
away. There is earnest warfare before all who would subdue
the evil tendencies that strive for the mastery. The work of
preparation is an individual work. We are not saved in groups.
The purity and devotion of one will not offset the want of
these qualities in another. Though all nations are to pass in
judgment before God, yet He will examine the case of each
individual with as close and searching scrutiny as if there were
not another being upon the earth. Everyone must be tested
and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work
of the atonement. Momentous are the interests involved
therein. The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above.
For many years this work has been in progress. Soon—none
know how soon—it will pass to the cases of the living. In the
awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review. At
this time above all others it behooves every soul to heed the
Saviour’s admonition: “Watch and pray: for ye know not when
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the time is.” Mark 13:33. “If therefore thou shalt not watch,
I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thee.” Revelation 3:3. Great Contro-
versy, 489–490.

In this great day of atonement our work is that of heart-
searching, of self-abasement, and confession of sin, each
humbling his own soul before God, and seeking pardon for
himself individually. Anciently every one that did not on the
day of atonement afflict his soul, was cut off from the people.
God would have us work out our own salvation with fear
and trembling. If each will search and see what sins are lurk-
ing in his own heart to shut out Jesus, he will find such a work
to do that he will be ready to esteem others better than him-
self. He will no longer seek to pluck the mote out of his
brother’s eye while a beam is in his own eye. Historical
Sketches, 213.

The time of trouble such as never was, is soon to open
upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not
now possess, and which many are too indolent to obtain. It
is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in
reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most
vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal.
And now, while the precious Saviour is making an atone-
ment for us, we should seek to become perfect in Christ.
God’s providence is the school in which we are to learn the
meekness and lowliness of Jesus. The Lord is ever setting
before us, not the way we would choose, which is easier and
pleasanter to us, but the true aims of life. None can neglect
or defer this work but at the most fearful peril to their souls.
Maranatha, 275.

Over 100 years ago, Ellen G. White gave us the following strong
rebuke and solemn appeal from Christ. How long dare we delay in
heeding its call?

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place
of the heavenly sanctuary, to begin the work of the investiga-
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tive judgment. The cases of the righteous dead have been
passing in review before God. When that work shall be com-
pleted, judgment is to be pronounced upon the living. How
precious, how important are these solemn moments! Each of
us has a case pending in the court of heaven. We are indi-
vidually to be judged according to the deeds done in the
body. In the typical service, when the work of atonement
was performed by the high priest in the most holy place of
the earthly sanctuary, the people were required to afflict their
souls before God, and confess their sins, that they might be
atoned for and blotted out. Will any less be required of us in
this antitypical day of atonement, when Christ in the sanctu-
ary above is pleading in behalf of His people, and the final,
irrevocable decision is to be pronounced upon every case?

What is our condition in this fearful and solemn time? Alas,
what pride is prevailing in the church, what hypocrisy, what
deception, what love of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what
desire for the supremacy! All these sins have clouded the
mind, so that eternal things have not been discerned. Shall
we not search the Scriptures, that we may know where we
are in this world’s history? Shall we not become intelligent in
regard to the work that is being accomplished for us at this
time, and the position that we as sinners should occupy while
this work of atonement is going forward? If we have any
regard for our souls’ salvation, we must make a decided
change. We must seek the Lord with true penitence; we must
with deep contrition of soul confess our sins, that they may
be blotted out.

We must no longer remain upon the enchanted ground.
We are fast approaching the close of our probation. Let ev-
ery soul inquire, How do I stand before God? We know not
how soon our names may be taken into the lips of Christ,
and our cases be finally decided. What, oh, what will these
decisions be! Shall we be counted with the righteous, or shall
we be numbered with the wicked? Selected Messages, book
1, 125–126.

OUR GREATEST NEED
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The Early and the Latter Rains
Leaders and laity, if there was ever a proper time for a revival and

reformation among God’s people, now is that time! Revival and refor-
mation must begin with a deep, earnest searching through the Spirit of
Prophecy and to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to us every step we must
take now to prepare ourselves, and our people for the outpouring of
the latter rain experience, which must come soon. The early rain expe-
rience must come first to prepare us for the great Pentecost that is
promised.

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD:
his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the
earth. Hosea 6:3.

Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD

your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately,
and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former
rain, and the latter rain in the first month.  Joel 2:23.

By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is
to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly trans-
formed into the likeness of Christ.

The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiri-
tual grace that prepares the church for the coming of the Son
of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no
life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early show-
ers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to
perfection. . . .

“Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former
rain. They have not obtained all the benefits that God has
thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be
supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of
grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to
receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that
God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and
knowledge must be continually going forward. Every indi-
vidual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emp-
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tied of every defilement and cleansed for the indwelling of
the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by
earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that
the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater
degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only
to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the
work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and
He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus Christ.
But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the
former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they
have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing
in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall
not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the lat-
ter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall
not discern or receive it. . . .

If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an
attitude to receive both the former and the latter rain, we
shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own
door.” Ibid., 506–508.

The Former Rain Experience
Is Victory Over All Temptation to Sin

To prepare for the latter rain:

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out
my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions. Joel 2:28.

In His Word, God has committed to men the knowledge
necessary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are to be ac-
cepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of His will. They
are the standard of character, the revealer of doctrines, and
the test of experience. . . .

Yet the fact that God has revealed His will to men through
His Word, has not rendered needless the continued pres-
ence and guiding of the Holy Spirit. . . .

OUR GREATEST NEED
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There are those who will be glad to lull you to sleep in
your carnal security, but I have a different work. My mes-
sage is to alarm you, to bid you reform your lives and cease
your rebellion against the God of the universe. Take the Word
of God, and see if you are in harmony with it. Is your charac-
ter such as will bear the search of the heavenly investigation?
The Faith I Live By, 293.

Self-will in us must die; Christ’s will alone must be obeyed.
The soldier in Christ’s army must learn to endure hardness,
deny self, take up the cross, and follow where his Captain
leads the way. There are many things to do which are trying
to human nature, and painful to flesh and blood. This work of
self-subduing requires determined, continuous effort. In fight-
ing the good fight of faith, obtaining precious victories, we
are laying hold of eternal life. Youth’s Instructor, Dec. 22,
1886.

God’s faithful souls among ministers, leaders, and laity have now a
greater responsibility than ever has been in this great controversy be-
tween Christ and Satan. The leaders of the Protestant reformation of
the 14th to 16th centuries were willing to die for what they accepted as
truth from their study of the Scriptures. These freedom-loving reform-
ers set themselves to accept death rather than compromise the truth,
as they understood it. These reformers pointed the people away from
the arm of flesh by presenting the freedom of conscience to study Scrip-
tures, and the Holy Spirit was their teacher.

These reformers, Wycliffe, Huss, Jerome, Martin Luther, Knox,
and the Wesley’s were the true heroes of the reformation. God needs
heroes in this final crisis hour. True reformers—men and women—will
stand for truth without a single compromise. The faith and freedom
bequeathed to us by these brave and gallant men must now be revived
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. We must now understand the
great sacrifice that heaven has made. The great responsibility that now
is ours is to complete the reformation that was given to the church after
the disappointment of 1844.

The Omega of Apostasy is strangling God’s people; keeping them
from completing the gospel commission. The reformers led the way
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out of the darkness of the Middle Ages to the glorious light of justifica-
tion by faith that was responsible for the papacy receiving the deadly
wound. That deadly wound is nearly healed. The prophecies of Mat-
thew chapter 24, Mark chapter 13, and Luke chapters 17 and 21 are
clearly being fulfilled. Truly, the devil has come down to the world, and
especially to Seventh-day Adventist leadership, pastors, and laity, with
great wrath because he knows now that his days are numbered. See 1
Peter 5:8.

God’s faithful apostles, with the experience of Pentecost, took the
messages of warning, rebuke, and the gospel to the world in their day.
That same experience is now offered to those who are willing to be
made willing to move forward with revival and reformation. There is
now an awakening among our people. It may be the greatest sign of
the end.

We are made sad as we see in many places so much left
undone that should be done. But the Lord will use in the
accomplishment of His work means that we do not now see.
He will raise up from among the common people, men and
women to do His work, even as of old He called fishermen
to be His disciples. There will soon be an awakening that will
surprise many. Those who do not realize the necessity of
what is to be done, will be passed by, and the heavenly mes-
sengers will work with those who are called the common
people, fitting them to carry the truth to many places. Now is
the time for us to awake and do what we can. Loma Linda
Messages, 83.

Let us now remember, that under the showers of the latter rain, the
faithful and loyal Seventh-day Adventist will answer the call to come
into line—to live and to work under the direction of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. He will call men from the plow, and from other
occupations to be His ministers.

The Lord must be given an opportunity to show men their
duty and to work upon their minds. No one is to bind himself
to serve for a term of years under the direction of one group
of men or in one specified branch of the Master’s work, for
the Lord Himself will call men, as of old He called the humble

OUR GREATEST NEED



148 OUR GREATEST NEED

fishermen, and will Himself give them instruction regarding
their field of labor and the methods they should follow. He
will call men from the plow and from other occupations, to
give the last note of warning to perishing souls. There are
many ways in which to work for the Master, and the Great
Teacher will open the understanding of these workers, en-
abling them to see wondrous things in His word. Counsels
on Health, 395.

God will carry on His work through wholly consecrated
workmen. If His ministers fail of representing Christ, He will
turn to others, many of whom have not been prepared for
the work by a regular course of study, and will put a message
into their lips, even the last message of warning.  Review
and Herald, December 9, 1902.

Those workers who are fearful of the consequences of giving the
straight testimony demanded by God in this crisis, which is so crucial
now, those who believe their pay-check and security is more impor-
tant than preaching the truth in the love of Christ to awaken our people
that probation is soon to close, they will soon no longer walk with the
faithful, loyal, and obedient people—Seventh-day Adventists.

The Eleventh Hour Worker
They will be replaced by the faithful of other churches.

Let not those who have the truth as it is in Jesus give
sanction, even by their silence, to the work of the mystery of
iniquity. Let them never cease to sound the note of alarm. Let
the education and training of the members of our churches
be such that the children and youth among us shall under-
stand there are to be no concessions to this power, the man
of sin. Teach them that although the time will come when we
can wage the war only at the risk of property and liberty, yet
the conflict must be met, in the spirit and meekness of Christ;
the truth is to be maintained and advocated as it is in Jesus.
Wealth, honor, comfort, home—everything else—is to be a
secondary consideration. The truth must not be hid, it must
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not be denied or disguised, but fully avowed, and boldly pro-
claimed. The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, 902.

There must now come a revival in our honesty, our integrity. When
we refuse to call sin by its right name, we become responsible for
those sins.

Duty to Reprove Sin

I have been shown that God here illustrates how He re-
gards sin among those who profess to be His command-
ment-keeping people. Those whom He has specially hon-
ored with witnessing the remarkable exhibitions of His power,
as did ancient Israel, and who will even then venture to dis-
regard His express directions, will be subjects of His wrath.
He would teach His people that disobedience and sin are
exceedingly offensive to Him and are not to be lightly re-
garded. He shows us that when His people are found in sin
they should at once take decided measures to put that sin
from them, that His frown may not rest upon them all. But if
the sins of the people are passed over by those in respon-
sible positions, His frown will be upon them, and the people
of God, as a body, will be held responsible for those sins. In
His dealings with His people in the past the Lord shows the
necessity of purifying the church from wrongs. One sinner
may diffuse darkness that will exclude the light of God from
the entire congregation. When the people realize that dark-
ness is settling upon them, and they do not know the cause,
they should seek God earnestly, in great humility and self-
abasement, until the wrongs which grieve His Spirit are
searched out and put away.

The prejudice which has arisen against us because we
have reproved the wrongs that God has shown me existed,
and the cry that has been raised of harshness and severity,
are unjust. God bids us speak, and we will not be silent. If
wrongs are apparent among His people, and if the servants
of God pass on indifferent to them, they virtually sustain and
justify the sinner, and are alike guilty and will just as surely
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receive the displeasure of God; for they will be made re-
sponsible for the sins of the guilty. In vision I have been
pointed to many instances where the displeasure of God has
been incurred by a neglect on the part of His servants to deal
with the wrongs and sins existing among them. Those who
have excused these wrongs have been thought by the people
to be very amiable and lovely in disposition, simply because
they shunned to discharge a plain Scriptural duty. The task
was not agreeable to their feelings; therefore they avoided it.
Testimonies, vol. 3, 265–266.

I saw that many souls will sink in darkness because of
their covetousness. The plain, straight testimony must live in
the church, or the curse of God will rest upon His people as
surely as it did upon ancient Israel because of their sins. God
holds His people, as a body, responsible for the sins existing
in individuals among them. If the leaders of the church ne-
glect to diligently search out the sins which bring the displea-
sure of God upon the body, they become responsible for
these sins. But to deal with minds is the nicest work in which
men ever engaged. All are not fitted to correct the erring.
They have not wisdom to deal justly, while loving mercy. They
are not inclined to see the necessity of mingling love and ten-
der compassion with faithful reproofs. Some are ever need-
lessly severe, and do not feel the necessity of the injunction
of the apostle: “And of some have compassion, making a
difference: and others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire.” Ibid., 269–270.

That is, if one neglects the duty Christ has enjoined, of
trying to restore those who are in error and sin, he becomes
a partaker in the sin. For evils that we might have checked,
we are just as responsible as if we were guilty of the acts
ourselves. The Desire of Ages, 441.
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In Closing

In closing this important document, we summarize by saying, it is
time, past time for God’s people to stand-up and be counted on God’s
side of present truth. We have waited too long. Satan’s theology—
saved in sin—has a firm grip (hopefully it will yet be broken) on many
of our ministers, leaders, and therefore, our laity. It is time to arise and
tell the leaders and pastors, we can no longer remain silent. This will
bring a very strong reaction from men who have usurped the authority,
which belongs to God only. His theocracy must again be reestablished—
His rule.

He has promised that His church, the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
will go through shaken and purified. Only the faithful and obedient will
endure to the end and be part of God’s finishing work. His hand is still
on the lever of all the circumstances. There will soon come a true re-
vival and reformation that will climax in the little time of trouble, which
may be already in progress. Persecution will rage through the world
and our churches. Our greatest enemies will be the apostate leaders,
pastors, and laity who have rejected the truth.

There are persons in the church who are not converted,
and who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must
enter upon the work individually. We must pray more, and
talk less. Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught
not to be satisfied with a form of godliness without the spirit
and power. If we are intent upon searching our own hearts,
putting away our sins, and correcting our evil tendencies, our
souls will not be lifted up unto vanity; we shall be distrustful
of ourselves, having an abiding sense that our sufficiency is of
God.

We have far more to fear from within than from without.
The hindrances to strength and success are far greater from
the church itself than from the world. Unbelievers have a right
to expect that those who profess to be keeping the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus, will do more than
any other class to promote and honor, by their consistent
lives, by their godly example and their active influence, the
cause which they represent. But how often have the pro-
fessed advocates of the truth proved the greatest obstacle to

OUR GREATEST NEED



152 OUR GREATEST NEED

its advancement! The unbelief indulged, the doubts expressed,
the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil an-
gels, and open the way for the accomplishment of Satan’s
devices. Selected Messages, book 1, 122.

God would have His people brought into harmony and unity of
mind and judgment:

God would have His people disciplined and brought into
harmony of action, that they may see eye to eye and be of
the same mind and of the same judgment. In order to bring
about this state of things, there is much to be done. The car-
nal heart must be subdued and transformed. God designs
that there shall ever be a living testimony in the church. It will
be necessary to reprove and exhort, and some will need to
be rebuked sharply, as the case demands. We hear the plea:
“Oh, I am so sensitive, I cannot bear the least reflection!” If
these persons would state the case correctly, they would say:
“I am so self-willed, so self-sufficient, so proud-spirited, that
I will not be dictated to; I will not be reproved. I claim the
right of individual judgment; I have a right to believe and talk
as I please.” The Lord would not have us yield up our indi-
viduality. But what man is a proper judge of how far this
matter of individual independence should be carried? Testi-
monies, vol. 3, 360.

Tragically, many of our people in these final hours of the Great Day
of Atonement are in harmony with the unfaithful watchmen who see no
need to disturb our idolatry. Let not any reader of this book be found
described in the following words of reproof:

Some who occupy the position of watchmen to warn the
people of danger have given up their watch and recline at
ease. They are unfaithful sentinels. They remain inactive, while
their wily foe enters the fort and works successfully by their
side to tear down what God has commanded to be built up.
They see that Satan is deceiving the inexperienced and un-
suspecting; yet they take it all quietly, as though they had no
special interest, as though these things did not concern them.
They apprehend no special danger; they see no cause to raise
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an alarm. To them everything seems to be going well, and
they see no necessity of raising the faithful, trumpet notes of
warning which they hear borne by the plain testimonies, to
show the people their transgressions and the house of Israel
their sins. These reproofs and warnings disturb the quiet of
these sleepy, ease-loving sentinels, and they are not pleased.
They say in heart, if not in words: “This is all uncalled for. It is
too severe, too harsh. These men are unnecessarily disturbed
and excited, and seem unwilling to give us any rest or qui-
etude ‘Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congrega-
tion are holy, every one of them.’ They are not willing that we
should have any comfort, peace, or happiness. It is active
labor, toil, and unceasing vigilance alone which will satisfy
these unreasonable, hard-to-be-suited watchmen. Why don’t
they prophesy smooth things, and cry: Peace, peace? Then
everything would move on smoothly.”

These are the true feelings of many of our people. And
Satan exults at his success in controlling the minds of so many
who profess to be Christians. He has deceived them, be-
numbed their sensibilities, and planted his hellish banner right
in their midst, and they are so completely deceived that they
know not that it is he. The people have not erected graven
images, yet their sin is no less in the sight of God. They wor-
ship mammon. They love worldly gain. Some will make any
sacrifice of conscience to obtain their object. God’s pro-
fessed people are selfish and self-caring. They love the things
of this world, and have fellowship with the works of dark-
ness. They have pleasure in unrighteousness. They have not
love toward God nor love for their neighbors. They are idola-
ters, and are worse, far worse, in the sight of God than the
heathen, graven-image worshipers who have no knowledge
of a better way. Ibid., vol. 2,  440–441.

God counsels His unfaithful watchmen:

You have injured the cause of God; your willful course
has wounded the hearts of God’s people. Your influence en-
courages a slack state of things in the church. You should
bear a living, pointed testimony. Stand out of the way of the
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work of God, step not in between God and His people. You
have too long wrapped up the sharp testimony, and stood
opposed to the severe censure which God lays upon indi-
vidual wrongs. God is correcting, and proving, and purifying
His people. Stand out of the way that His work be not hin-
dered. He will not accept a smooth testimony. Ministers must
cry aloud, and spare not. The Lord has given you a powerful
testimony, calculated to strengthen the church and arouse
unbelievers. But these things wherein you lack must be cor-
rected, or your testimony will become powerless, and your
influence injure the cause of God. The people look to you for
an example. Do not mislead them. Let your influence be to
correct wrongs in your family and in the church. Ibid., vol. 1,
215–216.

God’s watchmen must give a pointed testimony:

Those who engage in the solemn work of bearing the third
angel’s message, must move out decidedly, and in the Spirit
and power of God, fearlessly preach the truth, and let it cut.
They should elevate the standard of truth, and urge the people
to come up to it. It has been lowered down to meet the people
in their condition of darkness and sin. It is the pointed testi-
mony that will bring up the people to decide. A peaceful tes-
timony will not do this. The people have the privilege of lis-
tening to this kind of teaching from the pulpits of the day. But
God has servants to whom he has entrusted a solemn, fearful
message, to bring out and fit up a people for the coming of
Christ. There is a great a difference in our faith and that of
nominal professors, as the heavens are higher than the earth.
. . .

God’s servants must bear a pointed testimony. It will cut
the natural heart, and develop character. Spiritual Gifts, vol.
2, 299–300.

The pointed testimony must live in the church:

I was shown that the pointed testimony must live in the
church. This alone will answer to the message to the
Laodiceans. Wrongs must be reproved, sin must be called
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sin, and iniquity must be met promptly and decidedly, and
put away from us as a people. Testimonies, vol. 3,  260.

According to the light that God has given me in vision,
wickedness and deception are increasing among God’s
people who profess to keep His commandments. Spiritual
discernment to see sin as it exists, and then to put it out of the
camp, is decreasing among God’s people; and spiritual blind-
ness is fast coming upon them. The straight testimony must
be revived, and it will separate those from Israel who have
ever been at war with the means that God has ordained to
keep corruptions out of the church. Wrongs must be called
wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by their right name. All
of God’s people should come nearer to Him and wash their
robes of character in the blood of the Lamb. Then will they
see sin in the true light and will realize how offensive it is in
the sight of God. Ibid., 324.

Let us arise while there is still a moment of time and enter into
serious soul searching and purification under the transforming power
of Christ our Mediator. Let us turn from looking to man and look only
to Him as to how we are to live and work for Him. We must all come
to acknowledge that our self-sufficiency is of nothing and that our only
sufficiency is in our all sufficient Saviour:

Every heart in every household needs to take up the work
of self-examination, else some will find, as did Saul, that they
are appointed to destruction. Especially is this applicable to
men in positions of responsibility. Saith the Lord: “I will not
serve with any selfish devising.” Everyone needs now to seek
the Lord. God’s people will not endure the test unless there
is a revival and a reformation. The Lord will not admit into
the mansions He is preparing for the righteous, one soul who
is self-sufficient. Ibid., vol. 7, 285.

Let us refer once more to the following message from Christ, which
is so appropriate for our present situation:

Perilous times are before us. Every one who has a knowl-
edge of the truth should awake, and place himself, body,
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soul, and spirit, under the discipline of God. The enemy is on
our track. We must be wide awake, on our guard against
him. We must put on the whole armor of God. We must
follow the directions given through the Spirit of prophecy.
We must love and obey the truth for this time. This will save
us from accepting strong delusions. God has spoken to us
through His word. He has spoken to us through the testimo-
nies to the church, and through the books that have helped to
make plain our present duty and the position we should now
occupy. The warnings that have been given, line upon line,
precept upon precept, should be heeded. If we disregard
them, what excuse can we offer? Gospel Workers, 308.

May we, each one, enter into that experience of full revival and
reformation which our loving Redeemer desperately desires for us and
which has cost Him so much to make available to us, is my prayer.
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IN THE PAGES of this book,
author and revivalist Ron Spear
addresses the question, Is the
Church retreating toward
Egypt? God has given us the
answer:

“The church has turned
back from following Christ her
Leader and is steadily retreating
toward Egypt. Yet few are
alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power. Doubt,
and even disbelief of the testimo-
nies of the Spirit of God, is
leavening our churches every-
where. Satan would have it
thus. Ministers who preach self
instead of Christ would have it
thus. The testimonies are unread

and unappreciated. God has spoken to you. Light has been shining from
His word and from the testimonies, and both have been slighted and
disregarded. The result is apparent in the lack of purity and devotion and
earnest faith among us.

“Let each put the question to his own heart: "How have we fallen
into this state of spiritual feebleness and dissension? Have we not
brought upon ourselves the frown of God because our actions do not
correspond with our faith? Have we not been seeking the friendship and
applause of the world rather than the presence of Christ and a deeper
knowledge of His will?” Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, 217–218.

Are you headed for the heavenly Canaan—or are you retreating
toward Egypt? This is the question to prayerfully consider as you
study the pages of this book.
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ELDER Ron Spear’s book,
Rebellion, leaves no room for
complacency or self-satisfaction.
It leads to the inescapable
conclusion that all segments of
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church—leaders, pastors,
teachers and laity—share
fearful culpability for the
impotency of God’s remnant
church.

“Not all in this world have
taken sides with the enemy
against God. Not all have
become disloyal. There are a
faithful few who are true to
God; for John writes: “Here are
they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.” Revelation 14:12. Soon the battle will be waged fiercely between
those who serve God and those who serve Him not. Soon everything
that can be shaken will be shaken, that those things that cannot be
shaken may remain. . . .

“Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war
is stirring the nations from one end of the earth to the other. But in the
midst of the time of trouble that is coming—a time of trouble such as
has not been since there was a nation—God's chosen people will stand
unmoved. Satan and his host cannot destroy them, for angels that excel
in strength will protect them.” Testimonies, vol. 9, 15–17.

May we finally acknowledge our undone condition, confess our
pitiful spiritual state, repent with heart-felt sincerity, turn from our
wicked ways, and return unto the mighty God.

Place your orders for this book at Hope International
Special prices are in effect to facilitate

wide distribution to pastors, administrators, and laity.
1 – 9 copies: $3.00 each; 10 or more copies: $2.00 each

Full case of 110 copies: $1.25 each
Shipping for USA addresses: 10% of total cost plus $3.00

Call 1-800-468-7884 to place your orders.
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