THE SECOND COM NG O CHRI ST Or A BRI EF EXPCSI TI ON O
MATTHEW TVENTY- FOUR. By ELD. JAMES WHI TE. "Wat shall be
the sign of Thy com ng, and of the end of the world?" --
Di sciples. "Wen ye shall see all these things, know that
it is near. even at the doors." -- Jesus. p. 1, Para. 1
[ MATT24] .

TO THE READER -- Your careful and prayerful attention is
invited to the prophetic address of the Son of God in the
pages that follow And as you read this panphlet, may the
Holy Spirit open to your mnd the beautiful harnmony of the
subject in its several parts, as fulfilled the church from
the time of the first advent of Christ to the close of
human probation. J. W p. 3, Para. 1, [MATT24].

This Book was first published in the year of 1876 by the
S. D. Adventist Pub. Assn., Battle Creek, Mch. p. 4,
Para. 1, [MATT24].

MATTHEW TVWENTY- FOUR. -- "What shall be the sign of Thy
com ng, and of the end of the world?" -- Disciples. "Wen
ye shall see all these things, knowthat it is near, even
at the doors." -- Jesus. p. 4, Para. 2, [MATT24].

No truth of inspiration can be nore clearly stated than
that God reveals his designs to Hi s prophets, that nmen and
nations may be warned before their acconplishnent. "Surely
the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth H s secret
unto His servants the prophets.” Anpbs 3:7. Before visiting
with judgnents, God has uniformy sent forth warnings
sufficient to enable the believing to escape H's wath, and
to condemm t hose who have not heeded the warning. This was
the case before the flood. "By faith Noah, being warned of
God of things not seen as yet, noved with fear, prepared an
ark for the saving of his house, by the which he condemmed
the world." Heb. 11:7. p. 5, Para. 1, [MATT24].

At a later period, when the nations had becone sunken in
idolatry and crine, and the destruction of w cked Sodom was
determ ned, the Lord said, Shall | hide from Abraham t hat
thing which | do, seeing that Abraham shall surely becone a
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed in hinP" Gen. 18:17, 18. And due notice
was given to righteous Lot, who, with his daughters, was
preserved; and none, even in that guilty city, perished
w t hout due warning. Lot evidently warned the people; and,



in thus communing with them was vexed with the filthy
conversation of the wicked." 2 Pet. 2:7, 8 Wen he warned
his sons-in-law, "he seened as one that nocked." Gen.
19:14. And when "the nen of the city, even the nen of
Sodom conpassed the house round, both old and young, al

t he people fromevery quarter,"” Lot warned them and
entreated themto desist fromtheir w ckedness. And they at
once did that which all sinners, since the days of

ri ghteous Lot, have been disposed to do to those who
faithfully warn themof their sins; nanely, they charged
himw th being a judge. p. 5, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Before the destruction of Jerusalemby Titus, a forerunner
was sent to prepare the way before the Lord. Those who did
not receive Christ, were rejected, "because," as He said of
Jerusal em when warning the people of the destruction of
their city and tenple, "thou knewest not the tine of thy
visitation." Luke 19:44. W have on record the Lord's
predi ction of the destruction of Jerusalemduring the tine
of the generation that rejected Hm which was fulfilled in
| ess than forty years fromthe time of His crucifixion. And
that the Christians in Judea m ght escape its inpending
doom they were told that when they should "see Jerusal em
conpasses with armes", or, as recorded by Matthew, "the
abom nation of desol ation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place,” they were to "flee to the
mount ai ns. " Luke 21:20; Mat. 24:15. They heeded the
adnoni ti on, and escaped in safety to Pella. Such is the
testi nony of inspiration respecting the dealings of God
with H's people in past ages. And it cannot be supposed
that He will change His course relative to the future, when
that future is to realize the crowning consunmati on of al
prophetic declarations. p. 5, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Can anything be learned fromthe Bible relative to the
period of the second advent, is a question unsettled in
many mnds. This is a grave inquiry; and fromthe very
nature of the subject, is worthy of close investigation,
and a candid answer. It is a matter of painful regret that
many, under the influence of popul ar prejudice, have
deci ded that the period of the second advent is a secret,
hi dden with the Lord. Wile these may scarcely be reached
with this subject, as long as they renain under the
i nfl uence of those religious teachers who denounce al
investigation of it as prying into the secrets of the
Almghty, there is still a larger class who wait for
evi dence before deciding. It is with ardent hope of



benefiting these, that we wite. p. 6, Para. 1, [MATT24].

We accept the Bible as a revelation from Heaven. Wat God
has revealed in that book, let no man call a nystery, or a
secret of the Almghty. "The secret things belong unto the
Lord our God; but those things which are reveal ed bel ong
unto us and to our children forever." Deut. 29:29. If the
Sacred Scriptures do not designate any period in
particular, for the second appearing of Christ, then nen
shoul d at once abandon the vain search for proofs of H's
soon comng. But if prophecy, in a nost clear and
har noni ous manner, does point to the period of that great
event, and if there is evidence that "it is near, even at
the doors," the subject at once assunmes vast i nportance.

p. 6, Para. 2, [MATT24].

When the disciples inquire, "What shall be the sign of Thy
com ng, and of the end of the world?" Jesus does not
reprove themfor inquiring into that which was purposely
hi dden fromall nen; but he answers that question in the
nost definite manner. He even states that there should be
signs of that event, in the sun, in the noon, and in the
stars; and adds, "Wien ye shall see all these things, know
that it is near, even at the doors." The sinple fact that
the Lord nentions signs of H s second advent, is the best
proof possible that H s people were not to remain ignorant
of the relative nearness of the event. Add to this
evi dence, Hi s declaration that when these signs should be
seen, Hi s people should know that it was near, even at the
doors, and the case becones an exceedingly strong one.
Probably no one chapter of the Bible speaks nore fully, and
nmore definitely, upon the subject of the second com ng of
Christ, than Matt. 24. We invite the attention of the
candid reader to a brief explanation of the entire chapter.
p. 6, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Verse 1. "And Jesus went out, and departed fromthe
tenple; and His disciples cane to Hmfor to show H mthe
bui | di ngs of the tenple." Jesus had been addressing the
mul titude, in the presence of His disciples. He had
reproved the scribes and Pharisees for their sins, and had
decl ared the doom of the Jews, their city, and their
tenple. Chap. 23. The disciples supposed that the tenple
woul d stand forever. And they called the attention of
Christ to its magnificence and strength, as if to convince
H mthat He was mi staken. p. 7, Para. 1, [MATT24].



Verse 2. "And Jesus said unto them See ye not all these
things? Verily | say unto you, There shall not be |eft here
one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down."
This statement fromthe Master could but deeply interest
t he di sciples. And whether they supposed that the
destruction of the tenple, the comng of Christ and the end
of the age, would occur at the sane tine or at different
periods, it matters not, since Christ, in H's answer in
this chapter, has distinctly spoken of each separately, and
has given each its place in the prophetic history of
events. p. 7, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Verse 3. "And as he sat upon the nount of dives, the

di sci pl es came unto Hmprivately, saying, Tell us, when
shal |l these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy
com ng, and of the end of the world?" These questions
relate, first, to the destruction of Jerusalem and,
second, to Christ's second comng at the end of the
Christian age. They were distinctly answered by our Lord;
not, however, before the prom scuous nultitude; but on the
occasion of a private interviewwth H s disciples. Christ
here speaks to His disciples; hence H's words in this
prophetic di scourse are addressed to the church. Mark the
caution given by our Lord as he conmences to answer these
guestions. p. 7, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Verses 4, 5. "And Jesus answered and said unto them Take
heed that no man decei ve you. For many shall cone in My
nane, saying, | amChrist, and shall deceive many." Jesus
knew the hearts of nmen, and that many inposters would arise
and deceive nmultitudes. He here warns Hi s disciples, and
guards them agai nst the deceptions of corrupt and anbitious
men. Such was the general expectation of the appearance of
t he Messi ah anong the Jews, that many woul d set up the
claimthat they were the Christ, to carry out selfish
pur poses. Buck, in his Theol ogical D ctionary, gives the
following list of false Christs as they appeared during the
Christian dispensation. p. 8, Para. 1, [MATT24].

1. Caziba, who set hinself up at the head of the Jew sh
nation and proclained hinself their |ong-expected Messiah.
To facilitate the success of his bold enterprise he changed
his name to that of Barchocheba, alluding to the Star
foretold by Balaam Adrian raised an arny, and sent it
against him He retired into a town called Bither, where he
was besi eged. Barchocheba was killed in the siege, the city
was taken, and a dreadful havoc succeeded. The Jews



t hensel ves allow that, during this short war against the
Romans in the defense of this false Messiah, they lost five
or six hundred thousand souls. This was in the fornmer part
of the second century. p. 8, Para. 2, [MATT24].

2. In the reign of Theodosius the younger, in the year of
our Lord 434, another inposter arose, called Mses
Cretensis. He pretended to be a second Moses, sent to
deliver the Jews who dwelt in Crete. p. 8, Para. 3
[ MATT24] .

3. In the reign of Justin, about 520, another inposter
appeared who called hinmself the son of Mdses. H s nane was
Dunaan. He entered the city of Arabia Felix, and there he
greatly oppressed the Christians; but he was taken
pri soner, and put to death by El esban, an Ethi opi an
general. p. 8, Para. 4, [MATT24].

4. In the year 529, the Jews and Samaritans rebelled

agai nst the enperor Justinian, and set up one Justin for
their king; and accounted hi mthe Messiah. The enperor sent
an arny against them killed great nunbers of them took
their pretended Messiah prisoner, and i nmediately put him
to death. p. 8, Para. 5, [MATT24].

5. In the 571, was born Mahonet, in Arabia. At first he
prof essed hinself the Messiah who was prom sed to the Jews.
By this nmeans he drew many of that unhappy people after
him In some sense, therefore, he may be considered in the
nunber of the false Messiahs. p. 8, Para. 6, [MATT24].

6. About the year 721, in the tine of Leo |Isaurus, arose
anot her fal se Messiah in Spain; his nane was Serenus. He
drew great nunbers after himto their no small |oss and
di sappoi ntnent, but all his pretensions canme to nothing.
p. 9, Para. 1, [MATT24].

7. The twelfth century was fruitful in false Messiahs; for
about the year 1137, there appeared one in France who was
put to death, and many of those who followed him p. 9,
Para. 2, [MATT24].

8. In the year 1157, a false Messiah stirred up the Jews
at Corduba, in Spain. The wi ser and better sort |ooked upon
himas a madman, but the great body of the Jews in that
nation believed in him On this occasion alnost all the
Jews in Spain were destroyed. p. 9, Para. 3, [MATT24].



10. In the year 1167, another fal se Messiah arose in the
ki ngdom of Fez, which brought great troubles and
persecution upon the Jews that were scattered through that
country. p. 9, Para. 4, [MATT24].

11. In the sanme year an Arabian set up for the Messiah,
and pretended to work miracles. Wen search was made for
him his followers fled. p. 9, Para. 5, [MATT24].

12. Not long after this, a Jew who dwelt beyond Euphrates,
call ed hinself the Messiah, and drew vast nultitudes of
people after him p. 9, Para. 6, [MATT24].

13. In the year 1174, a magician and false Christ arose in
Persia, who was call ed David Al nusser. He pretended that he
coul d make hinsel f invisible; but he was soon taken and put
to death, and a heavy fine laid upon his brethren the Jews.
p. 9, Para. 7, [MATT24].

14. In the year 1176, another of these inpostors arose in
Movavi a. but the reign of delusion is short, and his fate
appears to have been simlar to that of his predecessor.

p. 9, Para. 8, [MATT24].

15. In the year 1199, a fanous cheat and rebel appeared in
Persia, called David el David. He was a nan of great
| earning, a great magician, and pretended to be the

Messi ah. He raised an arny agai nst the king, but was taken
and inprisoned. p. 9, Para. 9, [MATT24].

16. W are told of another false Christ in this sane
century, by Mainonides and Sol onon; but they take no notice
either of his name, country, or good or ill success. Here
we rmay observe that no less than ten false Christs arose in
the twelfth century and brought prodigious calamties and
destruction upon the Jews in various quarters of the world.
p. 9, Para. 10, [MATT24].

17. In the year 1497, we find another false Christ, whose
nane was |smael Sophus, who deluded the Jews in Spain. He
al so perished, and as many as believed in himwere
di spersed. p. 10, Para. 1, [MATT24].

18. In the year 1500, Rabbi Lemlem a German Jew of
Austria, declared hinself a forerunner of the Messiah, and
pul | ed down his own oven, prom sing his brethren that they



shoul d bake their bread in the Holy Land next year. p. 10,
Para. 2, [MATT24].

19. In the year 1509, one whose nanme was Pl efferkorn, a
Jew of Col ogne, pretended to be the Messiah. He afterward
af fected, however, to turn Christian. p. 10, Para. 3,

[ MATT24] .

20. In the year 1534, Rabbi Sal onb Mal cho, giving out that
he was the Messiah, was burnt to death by Charles the
fifth, of Spain. p. 10, Para. 4, [MATT24].

21. In the year 1615, a false Christ arose in the East

I ndi es and was greatly followed by the Portuguese Jews, who
were scattered over that country. p. 10, Para. 5,

[ MATT24] .

22. In the year 1624, another in the Low Countries
pretended to be the Messiah of the famly of David and the
line of Nathan. He prom sed to destroy Ronme and to
overthrow the kingdom of the Antichrist and the Turkish
Empire. p. 10, Para. 6, [MATT24].

23. In the year 1666, appeared the fal se Messi ah, Sabat ai
Sevi, who nade so great a noise, and gai ned such a nunber
of proselytes. He was born at Al eppo, inposed on the Jews
for a considerable tine, but afterward, with a viewto
saving his life, turned Mahonetan and was at |ast beheaded.
p. 10, Para. 7, [MATT24].

24. The last false Christ that nade any considerabl e
nunber of converts, was one Rabbi Mordecai, a Jew of
Germany. He appeared in the year 1682. It was not |ong
before he was found out to be an inpostor, and was obliged
to flee fromltaly to Poland, to save his life. p. 10,
Para. 8, [MATT24].

Here, then, we have a record of twenty-four false Christs
who arose at different periods during about thirteen
hundred years of the Christian age, and deceived "many," as
the Lord had said. p. 10, Para. 9, [MATT24].

VERSES 6-8. "And ye shall hear of wars and runors of wars.
See that ye be not troubled; for all these things nust cone
to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise
agai nst nation, and ki ngdom agai nst ki ngdom And there
shal | be fam nes, and pestil ences and earthquakes, in



di vers places. Al these are the beginning of sorrows." p.
10, Para. 10, [MATT24].

Wars, fam nes, pestilences, and earthquakes, have occurred
at different periods since these words were spoken.
Therefore these, as they have ever existed, cannot be
regarded as the especial signs of the end. It may be urged,
however, with a good degree of consistency, that the
Scriptures teach that these calamties would exist in the
| ast days to that extent as to constitute a sign of the
approachi ng Judgenent. We wish to keep the inportant fact
distinctly before the m nd, that the sacred Scriptures do
teach when nen nmay not, and when they may, | ook for the
second appearing of Christ. p. 10, Para. 11, [MATT24].

The sacred witers have so unifornly associated such
judgnents as war, fam ne, pestilence, and earthquake, wth
the | ast Judgenment, that the disciples would be in danger
of concluding that the end would i mmedi ately follow the
first great appearance of these calanmties; hence the
caution given: "These things nust cone to pass, but the end
is not yet." Here the disciples were clearly taught that
t hey shoul d not expect the end in their day. This fact is
worthy of the candid attention, of those who object to the
procl amati on of the second advent of Christ in the form of
an especi al nessage. These sonetines assert that it was
right for the disciples to look for Christ in their day,
and that it has been scriptural and right for all
Christians to | ook for the second appearing of Christ in
their tinme, fromthe days of the chosen twelve to the
present time. And they decide that no nore can be | earned
ad believed upon this subject in our time, than by the
Christians of past generations, and that the public m nd
shoul d not now be noved upon this great question, any nore
than in all past time since the first advent of Christ. p.
11, Para. 1, [MATT24].

We have seen that this position is incorrect so far as the
early disciples were concerned. They are cite to the
distant future as the tine when their Lord should cone.
They are assured that they need not be troubled at hearing
of wars and runors of wars; "for all these things nust cone
to pass, but the end is not yet." Qur Lord then guides the
m nds of his disciples, as we shall see in the exam nation
of this chapter, down over the tine of the great apostasy,
and the long period of the rule of papal Rone, before
mentioning a sign of H's second advent. He does not



intimate that Hi s people during these |ong periods nay
expect the end. No, not once. But when he cones near our
time, the Lord gives signs in the sun, in the nmoon, and in
the stars, and adds: "When ye shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even at the doors." p. 11, Para. 2,
[ MATT24] .

Mark this: Qur Lord does not nention wars, fam nes,

pestil ences, and earthquakes as signs of Hs second advent,
but rather as events of common occurrence all the way
t hrough the Christian age, which nust exist before the end.
And history attests the fact that these calamties have
covered at | east seventeen centuries. The followng is from
a work of Noah Webster, LL. D., published in 1799:-- p.

11, Para. 3, [MATT24].

"By fam ne and sword, 580,000 Jews destroyed between A D.
96 and A.D. 180. p. 12, Para. 1, [MATT24].

“In Antioch, fromA D. 96 to A D. 180, earthquakes
destroyed 13 cities and over 100,000 lives. p. 12, Para.
2, [ MATT24].

“I'n Rome, A.D. 169, pestilence destroyed 10,000 daily. p.
12, Para. 3, [MATT24].

"In Rome, A.D. 187, pestilence appeared and conti nued
three years. p. 12, Para. 4, [MATT24].

"I'n London, A.D. 310, by fam ne, 40,000 died. p. 12,
Para. 5, [MATT24].

In A D. 446, Septenber 17th, an earthquake shook down the
wal I s of Constantinople, and 57 towers fell. p. 12, Para.
6, [ MATT24].

“"In Ronme, A D. 539, in one district 50,000 died. p. 12,
Para. 7, [MATT24].

"I'n Antioch, A D. 588, an earthquake killed 60, 000. p.
12, Para. 8, [MATT24].

“In A.D. 590, the plague killed 10,000 daily in Turkey.
p. 12, Para. 9, [MATT24].

“In AD. 679, a severe fanmne in England, three years. p.
12, Para. 10, [MATT24].



“"I'n AD. 717, in Constantinople 300,000 died of plague.
p. 12, Para. 11, [ MATT24].

“In A D. 1005, earthquakes three nonths, followed by
pestilence, by which it is said one-third of the human race
died. p. 12, Para. 12, [NATT24].

"In A.D. 1077, in Constantinople, so many died by plague
and famne the living could not bury them p. 12, Para.
13, [ MATT24].

"I'n AAD. 1124, in Italy, there was such fam ne that the
dead lay in the streets not buried; and in Engl and one-
third of the people died of plague. p. 12, Para. 14,

[ MATT24] .

"In A.D. 1294, in England, thousands died of fam ne. p.
12, Para. 15, [MATT24].

“I'n A.D. 1345, in London, 50,000 died of plague and
fam ne, and were buried in one graveyard; in Norw ch

50, 000; in Venice, 100,000; in Florence, 100,000; in
Eastern nations, 20,000,000, It was called the black death.
p. 12, Para. 16, [MATT24].

“In A.D. 1352, in China, 900,000 died of famne. p. 12,
Para. 17, [ MATT24].

"In A.D. 1450, in Mlan, 60,000 died of plague. p. 12,
Para. 18, [MATT24].

"In A.D. 1611, in Constantinople, 200,000 died of plague.
p. 12, Para. 19, [MATT24].

"I'n A.D. 1625, in London, 35,000 died of plague. p. 12,
Para. 20, [MATT24].

"In A D. 1626, in Lyons, 600,000 died of plague. p. 12,
Para. 21, [MATT24].

“In A.D. 1665, in London, 68,000 died of plague. p. 12,
Para. 22, [MATT24].

"In AD. 1775, in the East, an earthquake destroyed the
city of Lisbon, killing 50,000. In Mtylene and the
Archi pel ago, it shook down 2,000 houses. It shook all the



Spani sh coast. The pl ague fol |l owed, which destroyed 150, 000
lives in Constantinople.” p. 12, Para. 23, [MATT24].

Verses 9, 10. "Then shall they deliver you up to be
afflicted and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of al
nations for My nane's sake. And then shall many be
of fended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one
another." Here is a brief description of the afflictions
and martyrdom of the church of Christ. Thousands of the
faithful followers of Jesus were nost cruelly put to death
by pagan Rone; yet the prophecy doubtless applies nore
particularly to the | ong period of papal persecutions, in
which not less than fifty mllions of Christians were put
to death in the nost cruel manner that w cked nmen and
denons could invent. In these verses we are brought down
over the long period of the martyrdom of the church of
Jesus Christ, to near the present generation. p. 13, Para.
1, [ MATT24].

Fal se Prophets. p. 13, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Verse 11. "And many fal se prophets shall rise, and shal
deceive many." In the conmon use of the word, a prophet is
one that foretells; but the word sonetinmes neans sinply a
teacher. Prophets of God declare the future, being
instructed by good angels and the Spirit of God. Fal se
prophets nake predictions by the agency of w cked spirits
and the power of Satan. And while this is true of those who
are under the direct inspiration of superior beings, good
or evil, consecrated teachers of divine truth may be
regarded as God's prophets; and teachers of error may
properly be called false prophets. True and fal se prophets
may be known. p. 13, Para. 3, [MATT24].

The prophets of God are teachers of purity, reprovers of
sin, and faithful in warning the people of com ng dangers.
The duties of those whom God calls to speak in H s great
name are clearly expressed by the sacred witers. W here
guote fromthree of them p. 13, Para. 4, [MATT24].

Isa. 58:1. "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice |like a
trunpet, and show My people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins.” p. 13, Para. 5, [MATT24].

Joel 2:1. "Blow ye the trunpet in Zion, and sound an al arm
in My holy nmountain. Let all the inhabitants of the |and
trenble; for the day of the Lord coneth, for it is nigh at



hand." p. 13, Para. 6, [MATT24].

2 Tim 4:1, 2. "I charge thee therefore, before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at his appearing and H s ki ngdom preach the word; be
instant i n season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long-suffering and doctrine."” p. 13, Para. 7,

[ MATT24] .

Fal se prophets do not reprove the people for their sins,
and do not warn them of com ng danger; but they proclaim
peace to the sinner. Their teachings |ead from God and Hi s
word, and are such as please the unconverted m nd. The
inspired witers have al so spoken definitely of the
testinmony and work of false prophets. W her give severa
for exanple. p. 13, Para. 8, [MATT24].

Eze. 13:9, 10. "And M ne hand shall be upon the prophets
that see vanity, and that divine lies. They shall not be in
the assenbly of My people, neither shall they be witten in
the witing of the house of Israel, neither shall they
enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that | am
the Lord God. Because, even because they have seduced My
peopl e, saying, Peace, and there was no peace; and one
built up a wall, and |lo, others daubed it wth untenpered
nortar." p. 14, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Jer. 6:13, 14. "For fromthe | east of themeven unto the
greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and
fromthe prophet even unto the priest, every one dealeth
fal sely. They have heal ed al so the hurt of the daughter of
My people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when there is no
peace." p. 14, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Jer. 14:13, 14. "Then said |, Ah, Lord God! behold, the
prophets say unto them Ye shall not see the sword, neither
shall ye have famne; but I will give you assured peace in
this place. Then the Lord said unto ne, The prophets
prophecy lies in My nane. | sent them not, neither have |
commanded them neither spake unto them" p. 14, Para. 3,
[ MATT24] .

After stating the duty of the faithful servant of God to
preach the word, to reprove, to rebuke, and exhort with al
| ong-suffering and doctrine, the apostle says: "For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctri ne;
but after their own lusts shall they heap thensel ves



teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears fromthe truth, and shall be turned unto
fables.” 2 Tim 4:3, 4. That tinme has now cone. The people
choose pl easing fables, which do not disturb themin their
sins, rather than the reproving, searching declarations of
the word of God. They love to be deceived by the teachings
of fal se prophets, and "say to the seers, See not; and to

t he prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto
us snoot h things prophesy deceits.” Isa. 30:10. p. 14,
Para. 4, [MATT24].

"Shall 1 not visit for these things? saith the Lord. Shal
not My soul be avenged, on such a nation as this? A
wonderful and horrible thing is conmtted in the |land; the
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by
their neans; and My people love to have it so; and what
will ye do in the end thereof?" Jer. 5:29-31. The ears of
the people are filled with pleasing fables of the world's
conversion, a good tine comng, and that we are just
entering the golden age. The threatenings of God's world on
t he proud, the haughty, the vain, the rich, the sinners in
Zion, and those out of Zion, are kept back by the fal se
teachers of these tines. Many of them even dare to teach
that the noral code of the ten commandnents is abrogated.
And as the result of such a course, and of such teaching,
we see in the professed church of Jesus Christ, that p.
14, Para. 5, [MATT24].

Iniquity Abounds. p. 14, Para. 6, [MATT24].

Verse 12: "And because iniquity shall abound, the |ove of
many shall wax cold.” It is evident that both the aboundi ng
of iniquity and the waxing cold of the |love of many, are
fulfilled in the professed church of Jesus Christ. Men nust
first experience the |love of God and of heavenly things,
before that |ove can grow cold. Hence, commobn, unconverted
sinners are not here referred to as apostatizing. And,
again, the prevalence of iniquity in the unconverted world
al one, would stinulate the church to greater diligence, and
nore godliness, instead of being a cause of apostasy.

Hence, the iniquity here nentioned is in the very heart of
the professed church, diffusing inits chilling influence

t hrough the whol e body. As the result, the | ove of many has
grown cold. Wth this, agree the words of the apostle:--

p. 14, Para. 7, [NMATT24].

"This know al so, that in the |ast days perilous tines



shal |l cone. For nen shall be lovers of their own selves,
covet ous, boasters, proud, blaspheners, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, w thout natural affection,
truce-breakers. false accusers, incontinent, fierce,

despi sers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-

m nded, |overs of pleasures nore than |overs of God; having
a fromof godliness, but denying the power thereof; from
such turn away." 2 Tim 3:1-5. Here is a catal ogue of

ei ghteen sins, all resting upon those who have a form of
godl i ness. These are not infidels and comon worl dly
sinners, for they have not a form of godliness; but they
are nmen and wonen professing to be followers of Jesus
Christ. And although they nake a profession of piety as
hi gh as Heaven, these very sins lie at their doors. And by
reason of their exanple, and their chilling influence, many
are led fromthe hunble path to Heaven, and their |ove
waxes cold. p. 14, Para. 8, [MATT24].

The End. p. 14, Para. 9, [MATT24].

Verse 13: "But he that shall endure unto the end, the sane
shall be saved." The word end, wherever used in this
chapter, refers to the end of the age, and to nothing el se.
It is the end associated in the New Testanent with the
second appearing of Jesus Christ. If it be urged that the
word end has reference to the close of nortal life, then we
reply that the disciples did not ask their Lord (see verse
3) when they should die; but "what shall be the sign of Thy
com ng, and of the end of the world?" Neither does the Lord
speak of death, when he says (see verse 6), "But the end is
not yet." And it would be strange indeed to suppose that
the word end, in verse 14, neant death. If any think such a
position adm ssible, let themread it into the test, as
follows: And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
inall the world, for a witness unto all nations, and then
shal | death cone. Absurdity! p. 16, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Verse 14: "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations,
and then shall the end cone.” This is the first sign of the
end given by our Lord in answer to the question, "What
shall be the sign of Thy comi ng, and of the end of the
wor | d?" But this verse is supposed to prove that all nen
will be converted, and that there will then follow one
t housand years in which all will "know the Lord, fromthe
| east to the greatest.” Sone hold that the one thousand
years of Rev. 20, are prophetic each day in the year



representing a year, naking three hundred and sixty-five

t housand years. And yet many of these very nen teach that
not hi ng can be known of the period of the second advent.
But woul d they not know when their supposed mllennium
whether it be literal time or prophetic, had commenced?
Certainly they would. Then they would know when it would
term nate, and bring the com ng of the Son of man and the
Judgnent. If those enjoying the m Il enniumcould not tell
when it commenced, then it would hardly be worth having. If
they could tell when it comenced, nost certainly they
could tell when it would close. These nmen shoul d be the
very last to oppose the view that the prophetic word points
to the very generation that shall wtness the second
advent. p. 16, Para. 2, [MATT24].

But the text does not say that every individual will even
hear this gospel of the kingdom It does not state that any
one will be converted and made holy by it. And we find it
far fromintimating that a world would be converted and
remai n so one thousand years, and that those who shoul d
enj oy that happy period would know not hi ng of the Son of
man, and the unveiled glories of Jehovah, Jesus, and the
m ghty angels. The text sinply states: First. "And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world."
Second. "For a witness unto all nations."” Third. "And then
(not one thousands years later, nor three hundred and
sixty-five thousand; by THEN) shall the end cone.” If ye
understand the phrase "this gospel of the kingdom" to be
the gospel in the common acceptation of the word, is not
the work very nearly acconplished? p. 16, Para. 3,

[ MATT24] .

J. Litch, in his "Prophetic Expositions,” p. 147, under

t he heading, "Signs of the Tines," says: "Rev. J. O

Choul es, author of a volum nous work, a History of

M ssions, fromthe apostolic age down to the present day,
bei ng asked | ast May (1842), if he knew of any nation which
never had received the gospel, replied that he did not; but
he thought the pronise inplied sonmething nore than its
bei ng barely preached in each nation. The sane question was
proposed to Rev. M. Janes, general financial agent of the
American Bible Society, and early the same answer was
elicited. Dr. Nathan Bangs, for many years at the head of

t he Met hodi st m ssionary operations, was asked the
guestion, and after reflecting sone tinme, replied that he
believed there was a tri be, somewhere upon the north-west
coast of North America, to whomit had never been



preached.” p. 17, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Wn MIller, in his "Lectures," p. 288, says: "lIs not this
sign al ready acconplished? The Bible translated into nore
than two hundred different |anguages; m ssionaries sent
anong all nations known to us on the globe, until the
gospel has now spread over the four quarters of the earth.
It began in Asia. In the apostles' days that quarter was
full of light. Fromthence it went into Africa; and for a
nunber of centuries Africa stretched out her hands unto
God. Europe, too, has had a long visitation of gospel
bl essi ngs; and now Anerica, the last quarter of the gl obe
is reaping a harvest of souls for the |ast day. The gospel,
i ke the sun, arose in the east, and wll set in the west."
p. 17, Para. 2, [MATT24].

But if the term "this gospel of the kingdom" be
understood as applying to the proclamation of the com ng
and ki ngdom of Christ, the fufillnment is equally evident.
And it seens necessary to so understand the passage, as it
was given in answer to the question, "Wat shall be the
sign of thy com ng, and of the end of the world?" p. 17,
Para. 3, [MATT24].

Canmpbel | 's transl ation of this verse decidedly favors this
view of the subject: "And this good tidings of the reign
shal | be published through all the world, for the
information of all nations, and then shall conme the end."
Whiting's version also gives the same idea: "And this good
news of the kingdomw || be preached in all the world, for
a testinony to all nations, and then will the end cone.”

p. 17, Para. 4, [MATT24].

J. Litch, in his lecture on Matt. 24, Advent Heral d,
Novenber 23, 1850, says that "Joseph Wl fe has visited and
procl ai ned the gospel of "the kingdont in the four quarters
of the globe, to Protestants, Catholics, Mhamedans, Jews,
and pagans. p. 18, Para. 1, [MATT24].

"The great Anerican novenent on this subject, and the

di ffusions of information with regard to it, wthin the

| ast ten years, is too well known to need extended renarks
in this place. Neither |abor nor sacrifice was regarded in
the wi de and rapid extension of the good news of the

ki ngdom as far as the English | anguage could make it know.
It was sent to the four quarters of the globe, and to the

i slands of the sea, upon the wings of all the winds." p.



18, Para. 2, [MATT24].

E. R Pinney, in his Exposition of Mtthew Twenty-four,
published in the year 1848, says: p. 18, Para. 3,
[ MATT24] .

"As early as 1842, second advent publications had been
sent to every missionary station in Europe, Asia, Africa,
and Anerica, both sides of the Rocky Mountains. W find
this doctrine in Tartary, about twenty-five years ago, and
the time for the coming of Christ to be in 1844. This fact
is obtained froman Irish mssionary in Tartary to whomthe
question was put by a Tartar priest when Christ would cone
the second tine. And he made answer that he knew not hing at
all about it. The Tartar priest expressed great surprise at
such an answer froma m ssionary who had cone to teach them
doctrines of the Bible remarked "that he thought everybody
m ght know who had a Bible." The Tartar priest then gave
his views, stating that Christ, he thought, would cone
about A.D. 1844. The m ssionary wote hone a statenent of
the facts, which was published in the Irish Magazine, in
1821. The commanders of our vessels, and the sailors, tell
us they touch at no point where they find this proclamation
has not preceded them and frequent inquiries respecting it
are made of them" p. 18, Para. 4, [MATT24].

The Advent Shield, Vol. I., No. I, pp. 86, 87, says: "W

| ook upon the proclamati on whi ch has been nmade, as being
the cry of the angel who procl ained, 'The hour of his
judgment is conme.' Rev. 14:6, 7. It is a sound which is to
reach all nations; it is the proclamation of 'the
everlasting gospel,' or '"this gospel of the kingdom' In
one shape or other, this cry has gone abroad through the
eart h wherever human bei ngs are found, and we have had
opportunity to hear of the fact. Wthin the |last six years,
publications treating on the subject have been sent to
nearly every English and Arerican m ssionary station on the
gl obe; to all, at least, to which we have had access." p.
18, Para. 5, [MATT24].

The Signs of the Tinmes, for Feb. 14, 1844, says: "A
brother, the captain of a vessel now in England, wites his
friends that his vessel lay at Newport, in Wales, forty
days on account of storms, during which time a continued
concourse of individuals thronged himto i nquire about the
com ng of the Lord, having heard that he was an Adventi st.
Anmong these were mnisters and | aynen that received the



truth gladly, and enbraced it with all their hearts.” p.
19, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Eld. R Hutchinson, Mdnight Cry, Cct. 5, 1843, says: "
send about 1500 copies of the Voice of Elijah (an Advent
paper), to Europe every fortnight, besides what | scatter
over the Provinces. This | have done regularly for the | ast
five nonths. The result, eternity will unfold.” p. 19,
Para. 2, [MATT24].

Speaki ng of Eld. Hutchinson, and of his Voice of Elijah,
F. G Brown says: "He has forwarded themto Canadas, Novi a
Scotia, New Brunsw ck, New Foundl and, Engl and, Ireland,
Scot |l and, Wal es, France, CGermany, Constantinople, Rone,
&., &c." p. 19, Para. 3, [MATT24].

But it will be asked, Is the news that such a truth is
preached a sufficient proclamation to fulfill the prophecy?
Rev. 14:6, 7; Matt. 24:14. The answer is, If it was
sufficient in the days of the apostles, it is now That is
was then, is clear fromthe Acts 19:8-10, where Pau
preached or taught in Ephesus two years, so that all they
in Asia, both Jews and G eeks, heard the word of the Lord
Jesus. They could not all have heard a sernon, but they
have heard the sound of the gospel. In this sense | have no
doubt but the gospel of the kingdomis preached in all the
world." p. 19, Para. 4, [MATT24].

W still wait for the approaching end. And when the

pur pose of God in the proclamation of the com ng reign of
Christ shall be fully acconplished, then will the end cone.
p. 19, Para. 5, [MATT24].

VWHEN SHALL THESE THI NGS Be? p. 19, Para. 6, [MATT24].

Qur Lord having passed over the inportant events in the
Christian age down to the end, in verses 5-14, goes back
and introduces the destruction of Jerusalem at verse 15,
in answer to the inquiry, "Wen shall these things be?" p.
19, Para. 7, [MATT24].

Verses 15-20 "When ye, therefore, shall see the

abom nation of desol ation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place (whoso readeth, |et him
understand); then let themwhich be in Judea flee into the
nmountains; let himwhich is on the housetop not come down
to take anything out of his house; neither et himwhich is



inthe field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto
themthat are with child, and to themthat give suck in

t hose days! But pray ye that your flight be not in the

wi nter, neither on the Sabbath day." p. 19, Para. 8,

[ MATT24] .

The "abom nation of desolation” is called "arm es"” in Luke
21: 20, and refers to the Roman arny. "And when ye shall see
Jerusal em conpassed with arm es, then know that the
desol ation thereof is nigh." This desol ating power is
spoken of by Daniel as follows: "And the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood and
unto the end of the war desol ations are determned. ... And
for the overspreadi ng of abom nations he shall nake it
desol ate even until the consummation, and that determ ned
shall be poured upon the desolate.” Margin, "desol ator."
Dan. 9:26, 27. Here is a clear prophecy of the destruction
of Jerusalem by the Roman arm es. Qur Lord referred to the
book of Daniel, and taught His disciples to read and
understand it; and when they should see what was there
predi cted take place, they nust nmake their escape. p. 20,
Para. 1, [MATT24].

The flight of the Christians of Judea to the nountains
woul d be attended with difficulties. And their subsequent
condition would be that of hardship and suffering. The Lord
knew this, and gave themthe instructions and warni ngs
necessary. The statenent of verse 19 was given to save them
fromthe sorrows of unnecessary woe. That was a tinme of
trouble. But one "such as never was," is just before the
peopl e of God. p. 20, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Jesus recogni zes the existence of the Sabbath in verse 20,
as late as the destruction of Jerusalem as verily as He
does the seasons of the year. The Sabbath, is the uniform
term of both Testanents to designate the very day on which
Jehovah rested after the creation, the day upon which He
put Hi s bl essing, and which He set apart for man, Jesus
does not speak of the Sabbath as being only a seventh part
of time, or one day in seven, and no day in particular. The
Sabbath, is the termused, referring to the |last day of the
first week of tinme, and to the | ast day of each subsequent
week. But if the term the Sabbath, means only a seventh
part of tinme, or one day in seven, and no day in
particular, then we may read this definition into the text
as follows: But pray ye that your flight be not in the



wi nter, neither on a seventh part of tinme! nor on one day
in seven! If such a prayer could be answered, pray tell us
when the disciples could take their flight. p. 20, Para.
3, [ MATT24].

Verse 21: "For then shall be great tribul ation, such as
was not since the beginning of the world to this tine, no,
nor ever shall be." The "great tribulation" here nentioned
is that of the church of Jesus Christ, and not the
tribulation of the Jews at the destruction of Jerusalem W
offer the follow ng reasons:-- p. 21, Para. 1, [MATT24].

1. It is a fact that the tribulation of the Christian
church, especially under the reign of the papacy was
greater than God' s people had suffered before "since the
begi nning of the world.” But it is not true that the
tribulation of the Jews at the destruction of Jerusal em was
the greatest that the world had ever w tnessed. The
tribulation of the inhabitants of the cities of the plain
when God rained on themfire and brinstone, or the
tribulati on when God destroyed all nen fromthe face of the
earth save eight souls by the flood, was certainly greater
than at the destruction of Jerusalem p. 21, Para. 2,

[ MATT24] .

2. The tribulation of the Christian church has been
greater than it will ever be again. True, a tine of trouble
"such as never was," spoken of in Dan. 12:1, is com ng upon
the world; but we find in the sane verse this bl essed
prom se, "And at that time Thy people shall be delivered."
The tribulation of the Jews at the destruction of Jerusal em
was not greater than the world will ever witness. The vials
of Jehovah's unm ngled wath are yet to be poured out, not
upon the people of one nation only, but upon the guilty
i nhabitants of all nations. "The slain of the Lord shall be
at that day fromone end of the earth even unto the other
end of the earth; they shall not be | anented, neither
gat hered, nor buried." Jer. 25:33. p. 21, Para. 3,

[ MATT24] .

3. If this tribulation be applied to the Jews, or any
ot her class of unbelieving nen, it cannot be harnonized
with Dan. 12:1, which speaks of the tinme of trouble such as
never was, when M chael shall stand up. Certainly there
cannot be two tinmes of trouble, at different periods,
greater than ever was, or ever would be. Therefore, we
apply the "tribul ation" spoken of in Matt. 24:21, 29, to



the church of Christ, extending down through the 1260 years
of papal persecution; and the "trouble" nentioned in Dan.
12:1, to the unbelieving world, to be experienced by them
in the future. p. 21, Para. 4, [MATT24].

4. The period of tribulation was shortened for the elect's
sake, who were not the Jews. No; their house had been
pronounced desol ate. They were left of God in their
har dness of heart and blindness of mnd. Says Paul, "Lo, we
turn to the Gentiles." The elect were the followers of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And where were they when tribul ati on was
upon the Jews? They had fled to the nountains. How absurd,
then, to say that the days of the tribulation of the Jews,
inthe city of Jerusalem were shortened for the sake of
the elect, who had fled fromthe place of tribulation. p.
21, Para. 5, [MATT24].

5. The connection between verses 20 and 21 shows that the
tribulation was to conmence with those Christians who were
to flee out of the city. "But pray ye that your flight be
not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day; for then
shal |l be great tribulation.” Qur Lord here speaks of the
tribulation which His people would suffer fromthe tinme of
their flight onward. We followthemin their flight to the
mount ai ns, and then pass al ong down through the noted
persecutions of the church of God under Pagan Rone, and we
see, indeed, tribulation. And when we cone to the period of
papal persecution, we see themsuffering the nost crue
tortures, and dying the nost dreadful deaths, that w cked
men and denons could inflict. This last period is
especially noted in prophecy. p. 22, Para. 1, [MATT24].

The prophet Dani el saw the papacy, its blaspheny, its
arrogance, its work of death on the saints, and its
duration as a persecuting power, under the synbol of the
little horn. "And he shall speak great words against the
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Mdst High,
and think to change tinmes and | aws; and they shall be given
into his hand until a tinme and tines and the dividing of
time." Chap. 7:25. It is generally admtted that "a tine
and tines and the dividing time" is 1260 years. Conmmenci ng
the 1260 years A.D. 538, they reach to A D. 1798, when
Berthier, a French general, entered Rone, and took it. The
pope was taken prisoner and shut up in the Vatican. The
papacy was stripped of its civil power. Here ended the
period of tribulation spoken of by our Lord, which was p.
22, Para. 2, [MATT24].



SHORTENED FOR The ELECT'S SAKE. p. 22, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Verse 22: "And except those days shoul d be shortened,

t here should be no flesh saved; but for the elect's sake

t hose days shall be shortened." The papacy was clothed with
civil power to punish heretics for 1260 years; and had not
the period of tribulation of the elect in the providence of
God been shortened, the martyrdom of the church woul d have
continued to 1798, in which event, in all human
probability, no flesh of the elect would have been saved.
But the reformation under Martin Luther, and those
associated with this great reforner, nodified this
tribulation, and continued to restrain the rage and consune
t he power of the papacy until 1700, since which tine,
according to all church history, there has been no general
persecution against the church. In this was fulfilled the
wor ds of the prophets: "The earth hel ped the woman." Rev.
12: 16. "The shall be holpen with a little help." Dan.
11:34. W are brought in this prophetic discourse of our
Lord, down into the eighteenth century, very near the
present tinme. We should naturally expect, then, that the

i nstructions and warni ngs of the next verses would be
applicable to this generation. p. 22, Para. 4, [NMATT24].

Verses 23, 24: "Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo,
here is Christ, or there, believe it not. For there shal
arise fal se christs, and fal se prophets, and shall great
si gns and wonders; insonuch that, if it were possible, they
shal | deceive the very elect.” Here is a description of the
spiritual deception of the present age. Fal se christs arose
soon after the first advent of Christ, to deceive the Jews
inregard to that event (see verse 5); |likew se false
christs and fal se prophets have arisen this day to deceive
t he people on the subject of the second advent. The Shakers
say, "Lo, here is Christ. H's second comng is in the
person of Ann Lee." "Lo, he is there,"” cry many of the
popul ar m nisters of these tinmes. "Hi s second coming is at
t he conversion of sinners, or at the death of saints." So
t hey have as many second com ngs of Christ as there are
sinners converted, and saints. Sensel ess theol ogy this!

"Lo, here," exclaima host of Spiritualists, and they "show
great signs and wonders." |If possible they woul d deceive
the very elect. And we regard it as a safe concl usion, that
they will yet deceive all others but the elect. p. 23,
Para. 1, [MATT24].



Verses 25, 26: "Behold, | have told you before. \Werefore,
if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert, go
not forth; behold He is in the secret chanbers, believe it
not." Qur Lord is here dwelling upon what He had j ust
before told them H's subject is still the teachings of
t hose who say, "Lo, here is Christ!" "Lo, He is there!" If
the Mornons say, "Behold, He is in the desert,"” at Salt
Lake City, "go not forth;" yet many of their disciples have
gone. O, if you hear proclainmed fromthe |ips of the
professed mnisters of Jesus, "Behold, He is in the secret
chanber,” Christ's second comng is spiritual, at death, or
at conversion, believe it not. And why not believe such
mystical teachings? The reason is given in the next verse.
p. 23, Para. 2, [NMATT24].

Verses 27, 28. "For as the |ightening conmeth out of the
east, and shineth even unto the west, so shall also the
com ng of the Son of man be. For wheresoever the carcass
is, there will the eagles be gathered together."” W are
very happy that our Lord has not only pointed out false
christs and fal se prophets, and has warned us against their
nmystical teachings, but He has in contrast set before us
the manner of His second comng in the plainest terns. The
vivid lightening flashing out of the distant east, and
shining even to the west, lights up the whol e heavens.
What, then, when the Lord cones in flamng glory, and al
the holy angels with H n? The presence of only one holy
angel, at the sepul cher where Christ lay in death, caused
t he Roman guard to shake and beconme as dead nen. The |ight
and glory of one angel conpletely overpowered those strong
sentinels. The Son of man is comng in H's owm kingly
glory, and in the glory of H s Father, attended by all the
holy angels. Then the whol e heavens will blaze with glory,
and the whole earth will trenble before Hm p. 24, Para.
1, [ MATT24].

Verses 29-31: "Immediately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened, and the nobon shall not give
her light, and the stars shall fall fromthe heaven, and
the powers of the heaven shall be shaken. And then shal
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and then shal
all the tribes of the earth nourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, w th power and
great glory. And He shall send H s angels with a great
sound of a trunpet; and they shall gather together H's
elect fromthe four winds, fromone end of heaven to the
other." p. 24, Para. 2, [MATT24].



We have before seen that our Lord speaks in this chapter
of the long period of tribulation upon H's followers, and
we have al so seen how those days of tribulation were
shortened for the elect's sake, Christ says that the sun
shoul d be darkened i medi ately after the tribulation of
t hose days. We refer the reader to the noted dark day of
May 19, 1780, as the fulfillnment of this declaration. He
does not say after those days, but "after the tribulations
of those days." The days (1260 years, Dan. 7:25) reached to
1798, eighteen years |later than the dark day 1780. As given
in Mark 13:24, this point is still plainer: "But in those
days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened."
That is, before the 1260 years cl osed, but after the
tribulation or martyrdom of the saints ceased, the sun was
darkened. Those who would point to the future, or to the
past prior to the eighteenth century, for the darkening of
the sun here nmentioned, will do well to read again Mark
13:24: "But in those days, after that tribulation. p. 24,
Para. 3, [MATT24].

THE SUN SHALL Be DARKENED." p. 25, Para. 1, [MATT24].

A sonet hing strikingly awful shall forewarn that the world
wll conme to an end, and that the last day is even at the
door." -- Martin Luther. p. 25, Para. 2, [MATT24].

In May 19, 1780, there was a remarkable fulfillment of the
predi cted darkening of the sun; and in reference to the
facts and date, there can be no doubt; for, besides the
hi storical accounts, which all agree, there were many aged
persons, with whom nen of the present generation have
m ngl ed and conversed, who witnessed it, and have testified
toit. p. 25, Para. 3, [MATT24].

"I'n the nonth of May, 1780, there was a very terrific dark
day in New Engl and, when "all faces seened to gather

bl ackness,' and the people were filled with fear. There was
a great distress in the village where Edward Lee |ived:
"men's hearts failing themfor fear' that the Judgnent Day
was at hand, and the neighbors all flocked around the holy
man; for his lanp was trimed, and shining brighter than
ever, am dst the unnatural darkness. Happy and joyful in
God, he points themto their only refuge fromthe wath to
cone, and spent the gloony hours in earnest prayer for the
di stressed multitude." -- Tract No. 379 of Am Tract
Society -- Life of Edward Lee. p. 25, Para. 4, [MATT24].



"The 19th day of May, 1780, was a renarkably dark day.
Candl es were lighted in many houses. The birds were silent,
and di sappeared. The fows retired to roost. It was the
general opinion that the day of Judgenment was at hand. The
| egi slature of Connecticut was in session, at Hartford, but
bei ng unabl e to transact business, adjourned.” -- President
Dwight, in (Ct.) Historical Collections. p. 25, Para. 5,

[ MATT24] .

" ANNI VERSARY OF THE DARK DAY. -- The dark day, May 19,
1780, is thus described by M. Stone, in his history of
Beverly: "The sun rose clear, but soon assuned a brassy
hue. About ten o'clock, A M, it became unusually dark.
The darkness continued to increase till about one o'cl ock,
when it began to decrease. During this tine, candles becane
necessary. The birds di sappeared and were silent, the fows
went to their roosts, the cocks crew as at daybreak, and
everyt hing bore the appearance and gl oom of night. The
al arm produced by this unusual aspect of the heavens was
great." -- Portsnouth Journal, May 20, 1843. p. 25, Para.
6, [ MATT24].

The supernatural darkening of the sun, May 19, 1780, has
been so universally understood that Noah Wbster's
dictionary, in the edition for 1869, under the head of
Expl anat ory and Pronounci ng Vocabul ary of Noted Nanes, says
The dark day, May 19, 1780; -- so called on account of a
remar kabl e darkness on that day, extending over all New
Engl and. In sone places, persons could not see to read
comon print in the open air for several hours together.
Birds sang their evening songs, disappeared, and becane
silent; fows went to roost; cattle sought the barn-yard,
and candl es were lighted in the houses. The obscuration
began about ten o' clock in the norning, and continued til
the mddle of the next night, but with differences of
degree and duration in different places. For several days
previ ous, the wind had been variable, but chiefly fromthe
sout h-west and the north-east. The true cause of this
remar kabl e phenonenon is not known." p. 26, Para. 1,

[ MATT24] .

"From Robert Sears' Quide to Know edge, published in New
York, 1844, we extract the following: "On the 19th of My,
1780, an uncommon dar kness took place all over New Engl and,
and extended to Canada. It continued about fourteen hours,
or fromten o' clock in the norning until mdnight. The



dar kness was so great that people were unable to read
comon print, or tell the tine of the day by their watches,
or to dine, or transact their ordinary business, wthout
the light of candles. They becane dull and gl ooy, and sone
wer e excessively frightened. The fow s went to roost.

(bj ects could not be distinguished but at a very little

di stance, and everything bore the appearance of gl oom and
night. simlar days have occasionally been known, though
inferior in the degree or extent of their darkness. The
causes of these phenonena are not the result of eclipses.”
p. 26, Para. 2, [MATT24].

The MOON SHALL NOT G VE HER LIGHT. p. 27, Para. 1,
[ MATT24] .

"The nmoon shines with a borrowed light, and therefore if
the sun from whom she borrows her light is turned into
dar kness, she nust fail, of course, and beconme bankrupt." -
- Matthew Henry. p. 27, Para. 2, [MATT24].

"The ni ght succeeding that day (May 19, 1780,) was of such
pi tchy darkness, that in sone instances, horses could not
be conpelled to | eave the stable when wanted for service.
About m dnight, the clouds were di spersed, and the nmoon and
stars appeared with uninpaired brilliancy." -- Stone's
H story of Beverly. p. 27, Para. 3, [MATT24].

M. Tenny, of Exeter, N. H, quoted by M. Gage, to the
Hi storical Society, speaking of the dark day and dark ni ght
of May 19, 1780, says: "The darkness of the follow ng
eveni ng was probably as gross as has ever been observed
since the Almghty first gave birth to light. | could not
hel p conceiving at the tine, that if every |um nous body in
t he uni verse had been shrouded in inpenetrabl e darkness, or
struck out of existence, the darkness could not have been
nmore conplete. A sheet of white paper held within a few
inches of the eye was equally invisible with the bl ackest
velvet." p. 27, Para. 4, [MATT24].

Dr. Adans. speaking of the dark night, says: "At nine, it
was a darkness to be felt by nore senses than one, as there
was a strong snell of soot. Al npbst every one who happened
to be out in the evening, got lost in going honme. The
darkness was so uncommon in the night as it was in the day,
as the noon had fulled the day before. p. 27, Para. 5,

[ MATT24] .



The STARS SHALL FALL FROM HEAVEN. p. 27, Para. 6,
[ MATT24] .

We here give an article witten by Henry Dana Ward, in
regard to the falling stars of Nov. 13, 1833, published in
t he Journal of Commerce, Nov. 15, 1833: "At the cry, 'look
out of the window,'" | sprang froma deep sleep, and with
wonder saw the east lighted up with the dawn and neteors.
The zenith, the north, and the west al so, showed the
falling stars, in the very image of one thing, and only
one, | ever heard of. | called to nmay wife to behol d; and
whi | e robi ng, she exclainmed, 'See howthe stars fall!" |
replied, '"That is north, the exhibition was visible, and
everywhere presented nearly the wonder!" and we felt in our
hearts that it was a sign of the |ast days. For, truly,
"the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-
tree casteth her untinely figs, when she is shaken of a
m ghty wind.' Rev. 6:13. This |anguage of the prophet has
al ways been received as netaphorical. Yesterday it was
literally fulfilled. The ancients understood by aster, in
Greek, and stella, in Latin, the smaller |ights of heaven.
The refinenent of nodern astronony has nmade the distinction
bet ween the stars of heaven and neteors of heaven.
Therefore the idea of the prophet, as it is expressed in
the original Geek, was literally fulfilled in the
phenonmenon of yesterday. p. 27, Para. 7, [MATT24].

"And how did they fall? Neither myself, nor one of the
famly, heard any report; and were | to hunt through nature
for a simle, I could not find one so apt to illustrate the
appearance of the heavens, as that which St. John uses in
the prophecy before quoted."” p. 28, Para. 1, [MATT24].

"The stars fell '"even as a fig-tree casteth her untinely
figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.' Here is the
exact ness of the prophet. p. 28, Para. 2, [MATT24].

"The falling stars did not come as if fromseveral trees
shaken, but fromone; those which appeared in the east,
fell toward the east; those which appeared in the north,
fell toward the north; those which appeared in the west,
fell toward the west; and those which appeared in the south
(for I went out of ny residence into the park), fell toward
the south. And they fell not as the ripe fruit falls. Far
fromit; but they flew, they were cast, |ike the unripe
fruit which at first refuses to | eave the branch; and when,
under a violent pressure, it does break its hold, it flies



swiftly, straight off, descending; and in the multitude
falling, sone cross the track of others, as they are thrown
with nore or less force; but each one falls on its own side
of the tree. Such was the appearance of the above
phenonenon to the i nmates of ny house.” p. 28, Para. 3,

[ MATT24] .

Prof. A nstead, of Yale College, says: "The extent of the
shower of 1833 was such as to cover no inconsiderable part
of the earth's surface, fromthe mddle of the Atlantic on
the east, to the Pacific on the west; and fromthe northern
coast of South Anmerica, to undefined regions anong the
British possessions on the sane appearance. The neteors did
not fly at randomover all parts of the sky, but appeared
to emanate froma point in the constellation Leo, near a
star called Gamma Leonis, in the bend of the sickle! This
is no longer to be regarded as a terrestrial, but as a
cel estial phenonenon; and shooting stars are now to be no
nore viewed as casual productions of the upper regions of
t he atnosphere, but as visitants from other worlds, or from
pl anetary voids." p. 28, Para. 4, [MATT24].

The Journal of Commerce infornms us that "three hundred
mles this side of Liverpool the phenonmenon was as splendid
there as here; and that in St. Lawence County there was a
snowst orm during the phenonenon, in which the falling stars

appeared like lightning; ... that in Gernmantown, Pa., they
seened |i ke showers of great hail." p. 29, Para. 1,
[ MATT24] .

This is inmportant testinony as to the vast extent of the
falling stars, and also as to their emanating froma single
point in the heavens. It was the greatest display of
celestial fire-works recorded on the pages of history. It
was no atnospheric or terrestrial phenonmenon, conmon to the
upper regions of the earth; but a display of divine power,
baffling the science of man. p. 29, Para. 2, [MATT24].

PONERS OF THE HEAVENS SHAKEN. p. 29, Para. 3, [MATT24].

This event we nust regard as being future. It holds the
sanme place in the events of this chapter, that the
departing of the heavens as a scroll does in the events of
the sixth seal of Rev. 6. Both follow the falling stars.

Pl ease conpare Matt. 24:29, 30 with Rev. 6:12, 17. The
Scriptures plainly teach that, prior to the resurrection of
the just by the voice of the Son of God, the voice of God



the Father will shake the heavens and the earth, when wl|
be fulfilled the shaking of the powers of the heavens. This
will probably take place at the pouring out of the seventh
vial into the air. Rev. 16:17. Then it is said, "And there
came a great voice out of the tenple of Heaven, fromthe
throne, saying, It is done.” This is not the voice of the
Son of God as He descends to raise the dead. It cones from
the throne of God in the tenple of Heaven. "The Lord al so
shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusal em
and the heavens and the earth shall shake; but the Lord
will be the hope of Hs people, and the strength of the
children of Israel."” Joel 3:16. p. 29, Para. 4, [MATT24].

We woul d not speak too positively of future events; but
venture the opinion that the voice of the Father will shake
t he heavens and the earth before the sign of the Son of nan
appears. The people of God will be safe. Islands may
di sappear, and nountains be thrown down; but the saints
will remain unharmed. Earthquakes may break up the earth's
surface, so that kings and nobles, rich and poor, bond and
free, may hide "thenselves in dens and in the rocks of the
mountains,” still God will be the hope of H's people. p.
29, Para. 5, [MATT24].

SIGN O THE SON O MAN. p. 30, Para. 1, [MATT24].

This is not one of the signs which show that the Son of
man i s near; but "the sign of the Son of man in Heaven." It
is that which signifies H's position. Wen Christ ascended
fromthe mount of Aivet, "a cloud received Hnm fromthe
sight of H s disciples. They still gazed at the cloud as it
roll ed upward, bearing the Saviour toward the Father's
t hrone; but they could not see H s person. Wen He cones
"in like manner" as He was taken up to Heaven, the cloud

will appear small in the distance; but as it draws near, it
will signify to those who are |l ooking for H's return, that
He is there, soon to burst forth fromthe cloud in

mat chl ess glory. This cloud will be the sign of the Son of

man i n Heaven. p. 30, Para. 2, [MATT24].
THE TRIBES O THE EARTH MOURN. p. 30, Para. 3, [MATT24].

During the pouring out of the seven |ast plagues, and at
the time of the shaking of the powers of the heavens, a
| arge portion of the wicked will doubtless be destroyed. A
portion still remains to view scenes, still nore terrific
and to endure angui sh nore dreadful. The sign is seen in



Heaven. The once slighted, insulted, and crucified Saviour,
now King of kings and Lord of lords, is com ng near the
earth! H's glory blazes everywhere! The saints hope and
rejoice with trenbling. But what an hour for the w cked!
The tribes of the earth nmourn. Amid the ruins of shivered
creation they hold one general prayer-neeting. Kings and
great nen, rich nmen, chief captains and m ghty nen, free

and bond, all, yes, all unite in the general wail. As the
Son of man in the glory of H's Father, attended by all holy
angels, draws still nearer, consternation fills every

breast. They hide in dens and in the rocks of the
nmount ai ns. Their only hope is to be concealed fromthe
glory of that scene. They know it is too late to pray for
nmercy, that probation for the human famly has ended
forever. Here is a copy of that dreadful prayer: "Mbuntains
and rocks, fall on us, and hide us fromthe face of H m
that sitteth on the throne, and fromthe wath of the Lanb,
for the great day of Hs wath is cone, and who shall be
able to stand?" Rev. 6:16, 17. p. 30, Para. 4, [MATT24].

But rocks cannot shelter themfromthe burning glory
mani fested by the King of kings, attended by the whole
heavenly host. The presence of but one angel before

Joseph' s sepul cher caused the keepers to fall |ike dead
men. Then, when "the Son of man shall conme in the glory of
the Father,” "and all the holy angels with Hm" no sinner

can endure the scene and live. The exceedi ng bri ghtness of
that vast multitude of angels, brighter than a thousand
suns at noonday, will pierce the sinner's |owest hiding-
pl ace, and wi Il nake even a speedy riddance of all them
that dwell in the land."” Zeph. 1:18. O, as Paul says,
"Whom the Lord shall consunme with the spirit of H's nouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness (bright shining,
Mackni ght's translation,) of H's comng. O Christian

brot her, we warn you to watch and be ready to receive your
Saviour with joy. Backslider, arouse, and return to the
Lord while He may be found. And poor sinner, though you
have never tasted of the pardoning |ove of Christ, you,
too, may come and find pardon, and a shelter from
approaching wath. p. 31, Para. 1, [MATT24].

JESUS Next APPEARS. p. 31, Para. 2, [MATT24].

The Son of man will be seen "coming in the clouds of
Heaven wi th power and great glory." But before H's conmng a
great work will be done for H s people. Should He suddenly
burst upon them now, they could not endure "the power and



great glory" of the scene. This subject is well illustrated
by the follow ng words of the prophet: "Then shall we know,
if we followon to know the Lord, He is going forth is
prepared as the norning; and He shall come unto us as the
rain, as the latter and the forner rain unto the earth.”
Hosea 6:3. The norning is a beautiful figure of the opening
glory of the day of God. The day-star first appears, then

t he dawn of day. And as the light of day increases, our
eyes are enabled to endure it, and view the sun shining in
his strength. But should the light of the sun burst upon
the world suddenly at mdnight, no human eye coul d endure
it. p. 31, Para. 3, [MATT24].

So will the people of God be prepared to neet their com ng
King. They nust first break away fromthe | ove and cares of
this world, and consecrate all to the Lord. Then wi Il they,
in due tinme, share the outpouring of the Holy Spirit "as
the rain, as the latter and fornmer rain upon the earth.”
The day-star will arise in their hearts. 2 Pet. 1:19. Those
who have taken heed to the sure word or prophecy through
the dark, watching night, then raise their heads in
triunph. They are filled with faith and with the Holy
Spirit. Aory is poured upon themtill they can gaze on
Christ and angels. The trunpet sounds. The angels are
di spatched to the graves' nouths. The voice of the Son of
God awakes the sleeping saints of all ages. They conme forth
in imortal perfection; and, as they |eave the earth, the
living saints are changed. The "elect from one end of
Heaven to the other,"” each with an angel bright and strong
to lead the way, are caught up to neet the Lord who waits
in md-heaven to receive the purchase of H's blood. As
| anguage would fail to describe what foll ows, dear reader,
we | eave you here to contenplate it, praying that we may be
prepared to participate in the neeting scene. p. 32, Para.
1, [ MATT24].

PARABLE O THE FIG TREE. p. 32, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Verses 32, 33: "Now learn a parable of the fig-tree; when
his branch is yet tender and putteth forth | eaves, ye know
that summer is nigh. So |ikew se ye, when ye shall see al
t hese things, know that (He, margin,) is near, even at the
doors." The parable of the fig-tree is probably the nost
forcible figure that could be used by our Lord to
illustrate this subject. Wien the trees of the field begin
to put forth their |eaves, and the tender grass springs up,
and the ground is being covered with its green vel vet



carpet, we know that sunmer is nigh. It is a certainty with
us that sunmmer is com ng when we see these signs in nature.
We know that summer is nigh. "So, |likew se," or, with the
sane certainty, we may know that Christ's comng is at the
doors when the signs in the sun, noon, and stars are
fulfilled. p. 32, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Here, dear reader, our Lord has stated the object of these
signs which is, that we may know when Hi's conming is at the
doors. But we are told that the church is not to know
anything of the period of Christ's second advent. Then we
i nquire, why did our Lord give signs of the event? Are they
given to deceive us? to |lead the honest Christian to | ook
for Christ's comng when, in fact, nothing is to be known
of the time of the event? Certainly not. The fact that
Christ foretells signs of H's comng, and then states the
obj ect of those signs, that the church may know when the
event is near, even at the doors, is sufficient proof that
it is the design of Heaven that the church should
understand the period of the second advent. p. 32, Para.

4, [ MATT24].

Al'l These Things. p. 33, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Qur Lord Says (Luke 21:28), "And when these things begin
to cone to pass, then |ook up, and lift up your heads, for
your redenption draweth nigh." The signs began to cone to
pass with the dark day of 1780. Then it could be said that
redenption draweth nigh, and fromthat tinme the hunble
foll ower of Jesus mght |ook up in expectation of
wi tnessing His glorious appearing. But (verse 31) "when ye
see these things cone to pass, know ye that the kingdom of
God is nigh at hand." p. 33, Para. 2, [MATT24].

The signs in the sun, noon, and stars, are all that were
given to base faith upon. Al the other events were
mentioned in connection with these, have their fulfill nment
after the faith of God' s people is perfected, and the doom
of all sinners is fixed; therefore they cannot be enbraced
in the phrase, "all these things." The three signs have
come to pass, we may now |l earn the parable of the fig-tree,
and know that Christ's coming is near, even at the doors.
The phrase, "all these things," does not enbrace the
mourni ng of the tribes of the earth, and the sign of the
Son of man. Neither does it enbrace the shaking of the
powers of the heavens; for that does not take place until
the seventh vial is poured out. But the faith of God's



people is perfected, and the doomof all sinners is forever
fi xed, before the pouring out of the first vial. The
parabl e of the fig-tree was given to inspire faith in the
m nds of those who hear the reasons of Christ's soon

com ng. But to suppose that this parable is to be | earned
after it is said, "He that is unjust, |et him be unjust

still, ... and he that is holy, let himbe holy still;"
after the thunder, lightning, great earthquake, and great
hai |, each stone about the weight of a talent,” is nost
absurd. No! The phrase, "all these things," in verse 33,

enbraces the three great signs in the sun, noon, and stars,
given to strengthen the faith of God' s people while

merci ful warnings are being given to the world. Here, then,
since the falling stars of 1833, the parable of the fig-
tree has force, and we may know that Christ's comng is
near, even at the doors, with all certainty that we know
that summer is nigh when the trees put forth their tender
buds and | eaves. p. 33, Para. 3, [MATT24].

THI'S GENERATI ON SHALL Not PASS. p. 34, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Verses 34, 35: "Verily | say unto you, This generation
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass
away." Many suppose that our Lord here speaks of the
generation then living, who listened to H s teachings. That
such are in error on this point, the follow ng facts
clearly prove:-- p. 34, Para. 2, [MATT24].

1. It is certainly true that what is enbraced in the
phrase, "all these things," was not fulfilled in that
generation. p. 34, Para. 3, [MATT24].

2. It could not be the generation living in the days of
Hs flesh, for He said to them (Luke 11:29), "There shal
no sign be given it but the sign of Jonas, the prophet.™
p. 34, Para. 4, [NMATT24].

It is evident that our Lord refers to the generation who
were to see the signs fulfilled, and who were to be
instructed by the parable of the fig-tree. In this
prophetic discourse. He | eads over the events of the
Christian age, nentions the signs in the sun, noon, and
stars, and then declares that this generation shall not
pass away till all these things be fulfilled. p. 34, Para.
5, [ MATT24].



In I'ike manner, Paul carries his brethren forward to the
resurrection, when he says, "W shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed in a nonent, in the tw nkling of an
eye, at the last trunp.”™ 1 Cor. 15, 51, 52. O, "Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together wth
themin the clouds, to neet the Lord in the air." 1 Thess.
4:17. The things here nmentioned by the apostle did not take
place in his day. They have not yet taken pl ace.

Not wi t hst andi ng, he speaks of them as though they would
take place in his day and he have a part in them p. 34,
Para. 6, [MATT24].

Also, in like manner is the m nd carried backward in Ps.
95:10; "Forty years long was | grieved with this
generation."” The generation here spoken of provoked the
Lord in the wilderness |ong before David |ived. He goes
back and speaks of it as though it were present. In this
manner our Lord goes forward, and speaks of the |ast
generation as though it were present. p. 35, Para. 1,

[ MATT24] .

But we do not believe that the phrase, "this generation,”
mar ks any definite nunber of years. some suppose that our
Lord designed to teach that sone who were wi tnesses of the
dark day in 1780 would live to witness the second com ng of
the Saviour. But it is our opinion that the Lord designed
to teach that the people who should live at the tine of the
fulfillment of the last sign (the falling stars of 1833),
and shoul d hear the proclamation of the comng of Christ,
based partly upon the fulfilled signs, should witness the
scenes connected by Hi s comng. p. 35 Para. 2, [MATT24].

The proclamati on of the com ng and ki ngdom of Christ is
given to the | ast generation. God did not send Noah to
preach to the next to the | ast generation before the flood,
but to the last. The very generation which was destroyed by
the waters of the flood saw Noah build the ark, and heard
his warning voice. So God has raised up nmen to give the
solem warning to the world at the right tine to give force
to the warning. And the very generation of nen that |ive
after the three great signs are fulfilled, and who hear and
reject the warning nessage from Heaven, will drink the cup
of the unm ngled wath of God. And those of this very
generation who receive the nessage, suffer disappointnents,
and endure the trials of the waiting position, will wtness
the com ng of Christ, and exclaim "Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for Hm and He will save us." Isa. 25:9. p.



35, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Wth what enphasis our Lord gave utterance to this
sentinment. It is a rebuke upon our unbelief. As we read it,
God help us to believe it: "Verily |I say unto you, this
generation shall not pass till all these things be
fulfilled.” And as though this were not enough to | ead us
to unwavering faith. He adds these forcible words: "Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass
away." p. 35, Para. 4, [MATT24].

THE DAY And HOUR. p. 36, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Verses 36, 37: "But of that day and hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels of Heaven, but My Father only. But as

t he days of Noe were, so shall also the com ng of the Son
of man be." The day and hour, and even the year of the
second advent are purposely hidden. Sone of the prophetic
periods reach to the tinme of the end, while others extend
still further down, very near the end itself; yet none of
themreach to the com ng of the Son of man. The prophecies
clearly point to the period of the second advent, but do
not give the definite time of that event. But nany suppose
that the text proves that nothing nmay be known of the
period of the second advent. In this they greatly err, as
may be seen fromthe follow ng reasons:-- p. 36, Para. 2,
[ MATT24] .

1. Because our Lord, after stating that the sun should be
dar kened, and that the noon should not give her |ight, and
that the stars should fall from heaven, gives the follow ng
forci ble parable, and nmakes the nobst distinct application
of it to his subject. He says: "Now |l earn a parable of the
fig-tree; when his branch is yet tender and putteth forth
| eaves, ye know that summer is nigh. So |ikew se ye, when
ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even
at the doors."” Verses 32, 33. No figure should exceed the
fact illustrated in a single particular. This being the
case in the parable of the fig-tree, the point beconmes an
exceedi ngly strong one. No | anguage can be nore direct. No
proof can be nore conplete. Wth all that certainty with
whi ch we know that sumrer is nigh when we see the buds and
the | eaves shoot forth fromthe trees in spring, may we
know that Christ is at the doors. The nost daring unbelief
will hardly venture to deny these words of the Son of God,
and assert that nothing can be known of the period of Hs
second comng. p. 36, Para. 3, [MATT24].



2. Because our Lord declares that as the days of Noah
were, so shall also the com ng of the Son of man be. Said
God to Noah, "My Spirit shall not always strive with man
for that he also is flesh; yet his days shall be an hundred
and twenty years." Gen. 6:3. The period of the flood was
given to the patriarch. And under the direct providence of
God, he prepared the ark and warned the people. So the
fulfilling prophecies and the signs distinctly declare that
the second com ng of Christ is at the doors, and the solem
message has gone forth. p. 36, Para. 4, [MATT24].

3. Those who claimthat the text proves that nothing nmay
be known of the period of the second advent, make it prove
too much for their own unbelief: "But of that day and that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in
Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father." If the text
proves that nen will nothing of the period of the second
advent, it also proves that angels will know nothing of it,
and also that the Son will know nothing of it, till the
event takes place! This position proves too nuch, therefore
proves nothing to the point. Christ will know of the period
of His second advent to this world. The holy angel s who
wait around the throne of Heaven to receive nessages
relative to the part they act in the salvation of nen, wll
know of the tone of this closing event of salvation: And so
will the waiting, watching people of God understand. An old
Engli sh version of the passage reads, "But that day and
hour no man nmaketh known, neither the angels which are in
Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” This is the
correct reading, according to several of the ablest critics
of the age. The word know is used in the sane sense here
that it is by Paul in 1 Cor. 2:2: "For | determ ned not to
know (make known) anythi ng anong you, save Jesus Christ and
HmCrucified.” Men will not nake known the day and hour,
angels wll not make it known, neither will the Son, But
the Father wll make it known. p. 37, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Says Canpbell: "Mackni ght argues that the term known is
here used as a causative, in the Hebrew sense of the
conjugation hiphil, that is, to make known ... His
(Christ's) answer is just equivalent to saying, The Father
will make it known when it pleases H m but He has not
aut hori zed man, angel, or the Son to make it known. Just in
this sense, Paul uses the termknow, 1 Cor. 2:2, '|I cane to

you maki ng known the testinony of God; for | determne to
make known not hi ng anong you but a crucified Christ.'" p.



37, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Al bert Barnes, in his Notes on the Gospels, says: "Qhers
have said that the verb rendered knoweth neans to make
known, or to reveal, and that the passage neans, 'that day
and hour none maketh known, neither the angels, nor the
Son, but the Father.' It is true the word has sonetines
that nmeaning, as 1 Cor. 2:2." p. 37, Para. 3, [MATT24].

The Father will make known the tinme. He gave the period of
the flood to Noah, which well represents the procl amation
of the second advent, given in connection with the evidence
of the term nation of the periods of Daniel, during the
great Advent novenent of 1840-44. ... p. 37, Para. 4,

[ MATT24] .

And when the patriarch's work of warning and buil di ng was
finished, God said to him "Conme thou and all thy house
into the ark." "For yet seven days and | will cause it to
rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights."” So when
the waiting, watching, weeping, toiling tine shall be
finished, and the saints shall all be sealed, and shut in
with God, then will the voice of the Father from Heaven
make it known the definite tine. See Rev. 16:17; Joel 3:16;
Jer. 25:30. p. 38, Para. 1, [MATT24].

The present is enphatically the waiting, watching tine. It
is the especial period of the patience of the saints. In
definite time we would find relief fromthe state of
suspense to which our present position subjects us. The
Lord appeals to us thus: "Watch ye, therefore; for ye know
not when the Master of the house coneth, at even, or at
m dni ght, or at the cockcrowing, or in the norning; |est
com ng suddenly He find you sl eeping. And what | say unto
you | say unto all. Watch." Mark. 13:35-37. p. 38, Para.
2, [ MATT24].

One of the fatal consequences of not watching is

distinctly stated in Rev. 3:3:. "If therefore thou shalt not
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour | will come upon thee." The consequence of
not watching will be ignorance of the tine. Wiat wll be

t he consequence of watching? The inference is unavoi dabl e,
that it will be acknow edged of the tine. In answer to the
agoni zi ng prayer of the Son of God, "Father, glorify Thy
name," there canme a voice from heaven, saying, "I have both
glorified it, and will glorify it again." The disciples



under st ood t hese words from Heaven, while the people that
stood by said it thundered. John 12:27-29. So will the

wai ting disciples of Christ understand the voice of God,
when He shall speak fromon high. But the unbelieving world
will not understand it. In conparing Noah's days and ours,
the Lord continues: p. 38, Para. 3, [MATT24].

NOAH S TIME And OQURS. p. 38, Para. 4, [MATT24].

Verses 38, 39: "For as in the days that were before the
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giVving
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
and knew not until the flood cane, and took themall away;
so shall also the com ng of the Son of man be." A picture
of the present condition of the mass of mankind is here
drawn. How dark the features! The people of the |ast
generation wll be Iike those before the flood, while the
ark was preparing. Noah preached, and warned them of the
com ng flood, and the nocked. He built the ark, and they
scoffed and jeered. He was a preacher of righteousness. Hs
wor ks were cal culated to give edge to, and set hone to the
heart, what he preached. Every righteous sernon, and every
bl ow struck in building the ark condemmed a carel ess,
scoffing world. As the tinme drew nearer, the people were
nore carel ess, nore hardened, nore bold and inpudent, and
t heir condemation surer. Noah and his fam |y were al one.
And could none fam |y know nore than all the world? The ark
is a mtter of ridicule, and Noah is regarded as a willful
bigot. p. 38, Para. 5, [MATT24].

But the Lord calls Noah into the ark. And by the hand of
Provi dence the beasts are led into the ark; and the Lord
shuts Noah in. This is regarded at first by the scoffing
nmul titude as sonething wonderful; but it is soon explai ned
away by the wi ser ones, so as to calmtheir fears, and they
breathe easier. p. 39, Para. 1, [MATT24].

The day of expectation finally arrives. The sun rises as
usual , and the heavens are clear. "Now where is old Noah's
flood? is heard froma thousand inpious lips. The farner is
caring for his herds and | ands, and the nmechanic is
pursuing his work of building. On this very day, sone are
being joined in marriage. Wth nmany it is a day of unusual
feasting and sports. And while all are |ooking to |ong
years of future prosperity and happi ness, suddenly the
heavens gat her bl ackness. Fear fills every heart. The
w ndows of heaven open, and the rain in torrents descends.



"The fountains of the great deep are broken up," and here
and there conme gushing up rivers of water. The valleys are
fast filling up, and thousands are swept away in death.
Sone flee to the highest points of |and, but the water fast
foll ows themup. Men bear their wives and children to the
nmount ai ns, but are obliged to part with themthere to
drown, while they clinb the highest trees. But soon they,
too, are covered with water, so that there is not a
resting-place for Noah's dove. Al are still in death.
Horrid death! made still nore horrible by being in
consequence of slighted nercy! But where is Noah? Ah! safe
in the ark, borne upon the billows. Safe fromthe fl ood,
for God "shut himin." p. 39, Para. 2, [MATT24].

By nost people, the evidences of the soon com ng of Christ
are considered insufficient to base faith upon. But the
testi nony and acts of one man condemmed t he peopl e
destroyed by the flood. The evidences then were sufficient,
ot herwi se the world would not have been condemmed. But a
hundred tines nore convincing evidences come pouring in
upon us that the day of the Lord is near, and hasteth
greatly. We follow down the nunerous prophetic chains of
Dani el and of the Revel ation, and we find ourselves in
every instance standing just before the day of wath. W
see the signs spoken of by the prophets, by Christ, and in
the epistles, fulfilling or fulfilled. And at the right
time, and in the right manner, to fulfill certain
propheci es, a solem nessage arises in different parts of
the world: "Blow ye the trunpet in Zion, and sound an al arm
in my holy nountain; let all the inhabitants of the |and
trenble; for the day of the Lord conmeth, for it is nigh at
hand." Joel. 2:1. Wierever we | ook, we see prophecy
fulfilling. Wiile the know edge of God and the spirit of
hol i ness are departing, spiritual w ckedness, |ike a flood,
covers the land. p. 39, Para. 3, [MATT24].

But these evidences are considered insufficient to rest
faith upon. Well, what kind of evidence would the
unbel i evi ng have? "Wen the signs of the end," says the
skeptic, are fulfilled, they will be so plain no one can
doubt."” But if the signs are of such a nature, and are
fulfilled in such a manner, as to conpel all to believe in
the com ng of Christ, howcan it be as it was in the days
of Noah? Men were not then conpelled to believe. But eight
bel i eving souls were saved, while all the world besides
sank in their unbelief beneath the waters of the blood. God
has never revealed His truth to man in a manner to conpe



H mto believe. Those who have wi shed to doubt H's word,
have found a wide field in which to doubt, and a broad road
to perdition, while those who have wi shed to believe, have
ever found everlasting rock upon which to rest their faith.
p. 40, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Just before the end, the world wll be hardened in sin,
and indifferent to the clains of God. Men will be carel ess
about hearing warni ngs of danger and blinded by cares,
pl easures, and riches. An unbelieving and infidel
generation wll be eating, drinking, marrying, building,
planting, and sowing. It is right to eat and drink to
sustain nature, but the sin is in excess and gluttony. The
marri age convenant is holy, but God's glory is sel dom
t hought of. Building, planting, and sow ng, necessary for
conveni ent shelter, food, and clothing, are right; but the
worl d has gone wholly after these things, so that nen have
no time for disposition to think of God, Heaven, Christ's
com ng, and the Judgenent. This world is their god, and al
their energies of body and m nd bow down to serve it. And
the evil day is put far away. p. 40, Para. 2, [ MATT24].

The faithful watchman who sounds the alarm as he sees
destruction conmng, is held up before the people fromthe
pul pits of our |and, and by the religious press, as a
fanatic, a teacher of dangerous heresies; while in contrast
is set forth a long period of peace and prosperity to the
church. So the churches are quieted to sleep. The scoffer
continues to scoff, and the nocker nocks on. But their day
is comng. Thus saith the prophet of God: "How ye; for the
day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction
fromthe Alm ghty. Therefore shall all hands be faint, and
every man's heart shall nelt. And they shall be afraid,;
pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them.. Behold, the
day of the lord cometh, cruel both with wath and fierce
anger, to lay the |land desol ate; and he shall destroy the
sinners thereof out of it." Isa. 13:6-9. p. 41, Para. 1,

[ MATT24] .

Most dreadful day! and is it near? Yes; it hasteth! It
hasteth greatly! What a description given by the prophet!
Read it; and as you read, try to feel how dreadful wll be
that day: "The great day of the Lord is near, and hasteth
greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the m ghty
man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wath, a
day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and
desol ati on, a day of darkness and gl oom ness, a day of



cl ouds and thick darkness, a day of the trunpet and al arm
agai nst the fenced cities, and against the high towers. and
| will bring distress upon nmen, that they shall walk |ike
bl i nd nmen, because they have sinned agai nst the Lord; and
their bl ood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as
the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able
to deliver themin the day of the Lord's wath; but the
whol e | and shall be devoured by the fire of H s jeal ousy;
for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all themthat
dwell in the land." Zeph. 1:14-18. p. 41, Para. 2,

[ MATT24] .

Now we hear the "peace-and-safety" cry fromthe pulpit,
and all the way down to the grogshop. "Where is the prom se
of H's comng?" is murmured fromthe inpious |ips of a

t housand | ast-day scoffers. But the scene will speedily
change. "For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then
sudden destruction conmeth upon them ... and they shall not

escape. " The scoffing of the haughty scoffer will soon be
turned to wailing and howing. "The | ofty | ooks of nen
shal | be hunbl ed, and the haughti ness of nen shall be bowed
down; and the Lord al one shall be exalted in that day. For
the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that
is proud and | ofty, and upon every one that is lifted up;
and he shall be brought low " Isa. 2:11, 12. "And the slain
of the Lord shall be at that day fromone end of the earth
even unto the other end of the earth; they shall not be

| ament ed, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung
upon the ground." Jer. 25:33. p. 41, Para. 3, [MATT24].

The | ast plagues, in which is filled up the wath of God
now bottled up in Heaven, waiting for nercy to finish her

| ast pleadings wll be poured out. Unm ngled wath of
Jehovah! And not one drop of nercy? Not one! Jesus wll |ay
off His priestly attire, |eave the nercy-seat, and put on
the garnents of vengeance, never nore to offer H's blood to
wash the sinner fromhis sins. The angels wll w pe the

| ast ear shed over sinners, while the mandate resounds

t hrough all Heaven. Let them al one. The groani ng, weepi ng,
prayi ng church on earth, who in the | ast nessage enpl oys
every power to sound everywhere the |last not of warning

| est the blood of souls be found in her garnents, is now
hushed in solemm silence. The Holy Spirit has witten
wi thin them these prophetic words of their soon-expected
Lord: "He that is unjust, let himbe unjust still; and he
which is filthy, let himbe filthy still; and he that is
righteous, let nme be righteous still; and he that is holy,



et himbe holy still."’
[ MATT24] .

" Rev. 22:11. p. 42, Para. 1,

The FINAL SEPARATION. p. 42, Para. 2, [MATT24].

Verses 40, 41: "Then shall two be in the field; the one
shall be taken, and the other left. Two wonen shall be
grinding at the mll; the one shall be taken, and the other
left.” This | anguage was designed to illustrate the final
separation of the righteous and the w cked. Many husbands
and wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters, wll
then part, never to neet again. p. 42, Para. 3, [MATT24].

THOSE WHO WATCH, W LL KNOW The TIME. p. 42, Para. 4,
[ MATT24] .

Verses 42-44: "Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth cone. But know this, that if the good man of
t he house had known in what watch the thief would conme, he
woul d have wat ched, and woul d not have suffered his house
to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man conmeth." p. 42, Para.
5, [MATT24].

The day and hour of Christ's second com ng are not
revealed in the Scriptures. Neither is the year in which
this glorious event is to take place point out. Not one of
t he prophetic periods reaches to the second com ng of
Christ. The sanctuary was to be cl eansed at the end of the
2300 days, and Daniel was to stand in his |lot at the end of
1335 days. But that these events occur before the second
appearing of Christ, is susceptible of the clearest proof.
both these prophetic periods termnated in 1844. But we
cannot give a defense of our position in regard to these
periods in this work. p. 43, Para. 1, [MATT24].

The tinme fromthe end of the prophetic periods to the
comng of Christ is enphatically the waiting, watching
time. Those who watch, as our Lord commands, will know the
time. No man will make it know, for it is not revealed to
man in the Scriptures. Angels will not make it known,

t hough they may minister to, and comruni cate with, the
children of nen. Neither will the Son. But the Father wll
make it known when he speaks again from Heaven. p. 43,
Para. 2, [MATT24].

Probably there is no prophecy that better describes the



present state of unbelief in the world in regard to the
second advent, caused partly by fanatical tine-novenents,
than the follow ng: "Son of man, what is that proverb that
ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are

prol onged, and every vision faileth? Tell themtherefore,
Thus saith the Lord God: | will nmake this proverb to cease,
and they shall no nore use it as a proverb in Israel; but
say unto them The days are at hand, and the effect of
every vision. For there shall be no nore any vain vision
nor flattering divination within the house of Israel. For |

amthe Lord: | will speak, and the word that | shall speak
shall conme to pass, it shall be no nore prolonged; for in
your days, O rebellious house, will | say the word, and

will performit, saith the Lord God." Exe. 12:22-25. The
burden of this prophecy is tinme; therefore the word here
mentioned that the Lord will speak, will be the tine. p.
43, Para. 3, [MATT24].

Rev. 3:3, is also to the point: "Renenber, therefore, how
t hou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent, |

therefore thou shall not watch, | will conme on thee as a
thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will cone upon
t hee." Those who do not watch, will not know t he hour.

Those who watch, will know the hour. p. 43, Para. 4,
[ MATT24] .

The present watching condition is clearly defined in 1
Thess. 5:1-4: "But of the tines and the seasons, brethren,
ye have no need that | wite unto you. For yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so coneth as a thief in
the night. for when they shall say, Peace and safety, then
sudden destruction coneth upon them as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye,
brethren, are not in darkness, that that day shoul d
overtake you as a thief." p. 44, Para. 1, [MATT24].

The present watching, waiting position requires nmuch faith
and patience. Says Paul, "Cast not away, therefore, your
confi dence, which hath great reconpense of reward. For ye
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the wl | of
God (in proclaimng the comng of Christ), ye mi ght receive
the promse. For yet alittle while, and He that shall cone
will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by
faith; but if any man draw back, My soul shall have no
pl easure in him But we are not of them who draw back unto
perdition, but of themthat believe to the saving of the
soul." Heb. 10:35-39. p. 44, Para. 2, [MATT24].



Says Janes, "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the
com ng of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the
precious, fruit of the earth, and hath | ong patience for
it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye al so
patient; stablish your hearts; for the com ng of the Lord
draweth nigh." Chap. 5:7, 8. p. 44, Para. 3, [MATT24].

The present position and present duty of God's people are
defined in Rev. 14:12: "Here is the patience of the saints;
here are they that keep the comandnents of God, and the
faith of Jesus." p. 44, Para. 4, [MATT24].

THE FAI THFUL And W SE SERVANT. p. 44, Para. 5, [MATT24].

Verses 45-47: "Who then is a faithful and w se servant,
whom his lord hath made rul er over his household, to give
them neat in due season? Bl essed is that servant whom hi s
| ord when he coneth shall find so doing. Verily | say unto
you, that he shall nake himruler over all his goods." p.
44, Para. 6, [MATT24].

In this figure, Christ is represented as the Lord of the
househol d of faith (see Mark 13:35; Heb. 3:6), leaving his
house, and commtting the work of caring for his church to
H s servants. A blessing is prom sed those servants who are
faithfully discharging their duty when their Lord cones.
They are to feed the flock of God, over whomthe Holy Ghost
hat h made them overseers. acts 20:28. They nust preach the
word. 2 Tim 4:2. They should watch for souls as they that
must gi ve account. Heb. 13:17. They will not only give neat
to the household, but they will give it in due season. They
wi Il preach the present truth. Their |last work, before the
return of their Master, will be to proclaimH s com ng, and
to teach the necessary preparation. They will sacrifice the
soci ety and bl essings of hone, and go everywhere, preaching
the word. suffering fatigue of body and burden of spirit.
But such will have great reward in the kingdom of God. "Who
is that faithful and wi se servant?" Were shall we find
hin? Ans. He is faithfully and wisely attending to the
interests of the household of faith. p. 44, Para. 7,

[ MATT24] .

1. He is faithful. as a faithful watchman, he will give
timely warning when he sees the sword comng. H's work just
before the end, is seen in the follow ng scriptures: Joel
2:1: "Blow ye the trunpet in Zion, and sound an alarmin My



holy nountain; let all the inhabitants of the land trenble;
for the day of the Lord coneth, for it is nigh at hand."

Isa. 58:1: "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trunmpet, and show My people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins.” 2 Tim 4:1-5: "I charge thee

t herefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shal
judge the quick and the dead at H s appearing and H's

ki ngdom Preach the word; be instant in season, our of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all |ong-suffering
and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to thensel ves teachers, having itching ears; and they
shall turn away their ears fromthe truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof
of they mnistry." p. 45, Para. 1, [MATT24].

2. Heis wise. "He that wnneth souls is wise." He nust be
wise. He will expose error, then hold forth the truth in
its harnony and beauty, and thus win nmen to the truth. Wen

it becones his duty to "reprove and rebuke,” it wll be at
a proper tine and place, and then with all "long-suffering
and doctrine.” He will study to show hi nself approved unto

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed. rightly
dividing the word of truth." 2 Tim 2:15. p. 45, Para. 2,
[ MATT24] .

The EVIL SERVANT. p. 46, Para. 1, [MATT24].

Verses 48-51: "But and if that evil servant shall say in
his heart, My lord delayeth his com ng; and shall begin to
smte his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the
drunken; the lord of that servant shall cone in a day when
he | ooketh not for him and in an hour that he is not aware
of ; and shall cut himasunder, and appoint him his portion
with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashi ng of
teeth.” What the evil servant says and does, shows nost
clearly the position and work of the faithful and w se
servant. Wiy the evil servant says, "My lord delayeth his
comng," is because of the faithful servant is proclaimng
the comng of his lord. Wiy the evil servant smtes the
faithful servant, is because he teaches the speedy coni ng
of his lord. The faithful servant snmites on. One is |aying
up treasure in Heaven, and is preparing to go hone to his
eternal reward; while the other is calling down upon his
head t he di spl easure of the H gh and Holy One, and is
getting ready to recei ve the unm ngled cup of the fury of



the Lord. The faithful servant is turning sone at least to
ri ght eousness, to shine forever as stars in his crown of
glory, while the evil servant pursues his downward course
and work of death, making the bitter cup of woe which
awaits himstill nore bitter. But the separating day is
comng. The Lord will conme, and cut asunder the evil
servant, and appoint himhis portion with the lost. In the
general wailing and gnashing of teeth, with hypocrites he
will receive the portion due himfor his works. p. 46,
Para. 2, [MATT24].

Read the doom of the false shepherds, the mnisters of the
| ast generation, who cone up to the day of the Lord with
their garnments all stained over with the bl ood of souls.
They now cry, Peace and safety, and their flocks confide in
them They stand between us and the people, and turn away
the arrow of truth. But their day is com ng, dreadfu
beyond description. Thus saith the Lord: "How , ye
shepherds, and cry; and wal |l ow yourselves in the ashes, ye
principal of the flock; for the days of your slaughter and
of your dispersions are acconplished; and ye shall fal
i ke a pleasant vessel. And the shepherds shall have no way
to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. A voice
of the cry of the shepherds, and an how i ng of the
principal of the flock, shall be heard; for the Lord hath
spoi l ed their pasture. and the peaceabl e habitations are
cut down because of the fierce anger of the Lord." Jer.
25:34-37. p. 46, Para. 3, [MATT24].



