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Dear Brethren: After being made acquainted with ny views and feelings
on the subject of sanctification, you have passed a resol ution
declaring themto be inportant and in dangerous error, adnoni shing ne
to preach themno nore. | nust therefore say, brethren, and |I hope to
do it with all neekness and humility and in | owliness of heart, that I
cannot regard your adnmonition for the follow ng reasons: p. 1, Para.
2, [LTR1840].

REASON One p. 1, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

It is now several years since after a season of spiritual gl oom and
sadness, | canme fully to the conclusion that there was something in the
religion of Jesus Christ to which | had been a stranger. | had seen
nyself to be a sinner before God, richly deserving His everlasting

i ndignation. | had seen that God would be holy, just and good, and
wort hy of universal and eternal adoration, while punishing ne with
everlasting destruction fromHi s presence and fromthe glory of Hs
power | had also seen in Christ, a Savior who, after atoning for al
manki nd on the cross, was able on the nerits of that atonement to save
to the utternost all that come to God by Hm and on that Savior | had
cast nyself as my only hope, and trusted in Hm and H monly, as ny
Deliverer fromthe wath of God. p. 1, Para. 4, [LTR1840].

Trusting thus in Hm-nmnmy crucified Savior--for ny salvation, | was for
atine filled with great joy and peace in believing, and went on nmy way
rej oi cing. However, years passed away, and to these lively enptions of
joy in the Lord | had been al nost an entire stranger, except for a
short season inmedi ately succeeding nmy first conversion to Christ-when
| did taste ma good degree the peace which those are sure to find who
come with a heart penitent for sin, and trust in the nerits of a
crucified Savior for pardon and everlasting life. However, | had cone
now to the full conviction that ny religious state was very far from
what it ought to be. This arose partly fromwhat | had learned ill the
Bi bl e respecting "die riches of the glory of this mystery ... which is
Christ in you the hope of glory," "the peace of God, which passeth al
under st andi ng, shall keep your hearts and nminds through Christ Jesus,"
"whom havi ng not seen, .ye love; in whom though now ye see hi m not
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" and
partly fromwhat | |earned about that tine of the experience of sone
Christians to which experience | knew nyself to be a stranger. p. 1,
Para. 5, [LTR1840].

| cane then to a settled determnation to know, with the help of God,
nore of spiritual things. Since that tinme, which is now sone years, |
have as never before, "Criest after know edge, and liftest up thy voice
for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her
as for bid treasures, then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord,
and find the know edge of God." Proverbs 2:3-5. 1 have sought for
spiritual bread and for the water of |life with an earnestness which |
know | have never felt for any of the possessions of this world. | have



sought these in the Bible, in the experience of em nent Christians

whi ch have gone to their reward, and in the witings of |iving
Christians who seemed to know nost of spiritual things. | have sought
themin personal conversation with those who seened to know nost of the
deep things of God, and | have sought themon ny knees with many tears,
and with earnest westlings in the nane of Christ for the teachings o
the Holy Ghost. For a long tine there was no definite blessing that had
in my mnd as the object of pursuit, except that | m ght have nore of
the Holy Ghost, and be far better prepared than | had ever been to live
to the glory of God. However, | was made acquainted in the provi dence
of God with some of those Christians who believe that it is the
privilege of all disciples of Christ to be, through the "great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave hinself for us, that he m ght redeem

us fromall iniquity, and purify unto hinself a peculiar people,
zeal ous of good works," and we "through the bl ood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working

in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ"
"sanctify You wholly; and | Pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved bl anel ess unto the com ng of our Lord Jesus Christ,,
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it"-to be cl eansed
"fromall filthiness OF the flesh and spirit, Perfecting holiness in
the fear of God" "for all the promises of God in himare yea, and in

hi m Anen, unto the glory of God by us" and thus through the "exceeding
great and precious Prom ses: that by these ye might be nade partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is mthe world
through lust. " p. 2, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

VWhen | first knew this class of Christians, and first read their
writings, | was greatly opposed to their views of truth, and from what

I had | earned of the m stakes and excesses of sone who had professed to
hold this truth, and to enjoy the experience of it. I was led to regard
the whol e subject with very great aversion. Yet, | have |earned that
truth is not (to) be held accountable for the excesses into which these
nm stakes may | ead them nor for the sins of those who hold the truth in
unri ghteousness. p. 2, Para. 2, [LTR1840].

While | was thus crying after know edge, and lifting up ny voice for
under st andi ng, the Lord began to teach me nore and nore of the | ove of
Christ, so that | was not only restored to ny first |ove, but nade to
know in nmy own experience that "the path of the just is as the shining
light, that shineth nore and nore unto the perfect day" (Proverbs
4:18), and that "he that followeth ne shall not wal k in darkness, but
shall have the light of life." The "peace of God, which passeth al
under st andi ng, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus"
"wWith joy unspeakable and full of glory," of which the Bible speaks,
becanme realities to ny mind; and | had |l earned the blessed truth that
64 all the promises of God in himare yea, and in him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us" that it is the Christian's privilege by trusting in
Christ for the fulfillment of the promises to enjoy the fulfill ment of
every one of them just as the awakened sinner has fulfilled to himthe
prom se of pardon, when, and only when, he believes for this on Christ.
p. 3, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

I had then inquired, Wat has God prom sed, and what is He willing to
do for ne, if | believe for it in Christ? | exanmined the Bible with
this principle in view, and found that God had said, "I wll instruct
thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: | will guide thee



with mne eye." Psalns 32:8. This promise | knew to be yea and amen in
Christ unto the glory of God by ne, and | therefore prayed and trusted
in Christ that God would instruct ne, and teach me in the way that |
shoul d go, and guide nme with His eye into all truth respecting the
doctrine of sanctification. When | read the pronises on this subject, |
found them full and explicit. "God will circuntise thine heart, and the
heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul."” "Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye
shall be clean: fromall your filthiness, and fromall your idols, wll
| cleanse you.... | will take away the stony heart out of your flesh,
and I will give you an heart of flesh, . . . and I will put nmy spirit
wi thin you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep ny
judgnents, and do them . | wll also save you fromall your

uncl eanness.” "And | will make an everlasting covenant with themthat |
will not turn away fromthemto do them good; but I will put nmy fear in
their hearts, that they shall not depart fromnme." "This is the
covenant that | will nmake them after those days, saith the Lord, | will
put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | wite them
and their sins and iniquities will | remenber no nore." | also found
that Christ, our Redeener, was called Jesus because "He shall save his
people fromtheir sins" that "He was manifested to take away our sins.
Whosoever abideth in himsinneth not." | also found many ot her
scriptures equally full and explicit. p. 3, Para. 2, [LTR1840].

However, after all this, unbelief triunphed in nmy mnd, and | could
not see how it should ever be to me reality in this life that "the

bl ood of Jesus Christ Ms Son cleanseth us fromall sin." Yet, as |
prayed nore and nore for the teachings of God's Spirit, and searched
after the truth, I found that, "if we confess our sins, he is faithfu
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all

unri ghteousness. " He is as faithful to cleanse as He is to forgive.
found al so that Christ was raised up an horn of salvation ... to
performthe nmercy pronmised to our fathers, and to remenber his holy
covenant; the oath which he sware to our father Abraham that he woul d
grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enenies
m ght serve himw thout fear, in holiness and righteousness before him
all the days of our life. When | inquired why are not these prom ses--
so rich and full--nmade good to God's people, | saw that as they were
yea and anmen only Christ, they were to be fulfilled Iike the prom ses
pl edgi ng the pardon of sin to those, and only those, who believed in
Christ for their fulfillment. This led me to see that if | would be
cleansed fromall Ri ghteousness, as well as have ny sins forgiven,

nmust believe for that cleansing in Hmof whomit is said, "if we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
cl eanse us fromall unrighteousness. " On Hm therefore, | now

endeavored oftentinmes to cast nyself by trusting sinply in Hi's

faithful ness that He woul d cl eanse ne fromall Ri ghteousness. However,

| had yet no evidence on which | could rest a belief that | was thus
cleansed. | went on thus continuing to pray, endeavoring to trust in
Christ for this cleansing gift of the Holy Spirit, and desiring above
all things to be cleansed fromall unrighteousness. In this state of

m nd, | had one day taken ny Testanent, and a little work on "Christian
Perfection" by Fletcher, and given mnmyself up to reading, neditation and
prayer on this subject. p. 4, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

| opened Fletcher at the foll ow ng passage: p. 4, Para. 2, [LTR1840].



"My heart strings groan with deep conplaint--My flesh lies, panting,
Lord, for Thee, and every linb, and every joint, stretches for perfect
purity. But if the Lord be pleased to come softly to thy help; if He
meke an end of thy corruptions by helping thee gently to sink to
unknown dept hs of neekness; if he drown the indwelling man of sin by
bapti zi ng, by plunging himinto an abyss of humlity; do not find fault
with the sinmplicity of Hi s nethod, the plainness of H's appearing and
the commnness of His prescription. p. 4, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

Nature, like Naaman, is full of prejudices. She expects that Chri st
will come to make her clean, with as much ado and ponp and bustle, as
the Syrian general |ooked for, when he was woth, and said, 'Behold,

t hought He will surely come out to ne, and stand, and call on the nane
of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover
the leper.' 2 Kings 5:11. p. 5, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

Christ frequently goes a much plainer way to work, and by this neans
di sconcerts all our preconceived notions and schenes of deliverance.
Learn of nme to be nmeek and lowy in heart, and thou shalt find rest to
thy soul (see Matthew 11:29), the sweet rest of Christian perfection
of perfect humlity, resignation and neekness. If thou wilt absolutely
conme to nount Zion in a triunphal chariot, or make thine entrance into
the New Jerusal em upon a prancing horse, thou art likely never to cone
there. Leave then all thy worldly misconceptions behind, and hunbly
follow thy King, who makes His entry into the typical Jerusalem neek
and lowy, riding upon an ass, yea, upon a colt, the foal of an ass.”
p. 5 Para. 2, [LTR1840].

These remarks were particularly blessed to ne. It seemed to ne,
i ndeed, a nost delightful thing to sink into the neek and lowy spirit
of the blessed Savior. p. 5, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

| had before been | aboring to rise above ny sin, and thus | eave them
However, now | felt willing to sink below theminto a depth of
hum lity, where the proud, unhunbled spirit of sin would not be willing
to follow, and it seenmed a delightful thing to sink in the arms of ny
Savi or below the reach of all ny spiritual foes, when | had | ong been
seeking in vain to escape them by soaring above. | felt then in ny
spirit a nost sweet and heavenly sinking into the arns of ny Redeener,
such as | had not before experienced, and it was followed by a calm
unruffled, blissful peace in Christ--such as | need not attenpt to
describe to those who have tasted it, and such as | cannot describe to
t he conprehensi on of those whose hearts have never felt it. It was
attended with such a full and delightful submission in all things to
the will of God; such a joy of heart in the thought of being for life,
and for death, and forever, altogether at God's disposal; such a
gl adness in giving up earth in all its possessions and pleasures for
Christ's sake; such an overflow of hunble, penitential, grateful |ove
to ny Redeener; such a satisfaction in the thought of having H mas ny
on y everlasting portion; such praise to H's nane that | mi ght possess
Hi m as the portion of my soul forever; such full-hearted and
unshrinking confidence in all H's promises, and such a readi ness to do
and suffer all things, even to the laying dowm of life for Hs name's
sake, that | felt constrained to say, this is purity of heart. p. 5,
Para. 4, [LTR1840].

I knew that nothing but the Holy Spirit could ever fill such a heart



as mne had been with such feelings as these, and | therefore believed
it to be the work of the Holy Spirit, cleansing my heart fromthe
defilement of sin. | know that sone persons are ready to say, Al this
may be the delusion of Satan |eading you to think of yourself nore

hi ghly than you ought to think. Yet, | d not think that the devil ever
yet attenpted to fill the heart of any man with the |ove of God. Chri st
said to His disciples, "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
anot her Conforter, that he nmay abide wit you for ever; even the Spirit
of truth; whomthe world cannot receive because it seeth himnot,
neither knoweth him but ye know him for he dwelleth with you, and

shall be in you." The true disciple, therefore will know the Conforter
I know that the feelings | have now described were a blessed reality;
that there was nothing left in my will or affections in opposition to

them and | do therefore believe that the Savior gave nme to know at
that nmoment sonet hing of the bl essedness of being redeened from al
iniquity, and purified unto Hinself. For some length of tine |
continued in that blessed state of m nd. The glory of nmy Redeener shone
upon ny soul without a cloud. He had before seened to shine upon ne
with a brightness |like the noonday sun, but now, instead of shining
froma particular part of the heavens, He seened to fill the whole
firmament, and--to shed H's mld, sweet, heavenly, life-giving, joy-

i nspiring radi ance upon me from every point. Above and around ne all
was |ight and gl adness, and praise to the nane of ny Redeenmer seened
the | anguage of every breath. | cannot but feel that in that state of
m nd sin had no dom nion over ne. | feel that God at that tinme gave ne
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. p. 6, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

However, | had yet one lesson to learn, and there was probably but one
way by which | could learn it-by g, like Peter, of the cup of sorrow,
that | might in the future beware. | had been accustoned to say that if

persons believed that they had reason to regard thenselves as fully
sanctified, there was no necessity for nmaking it known, and the eneny
of ny soul doubtless knew enough of ne to commence his attack where
was nost likely to be overcone. p. 6, Para. 2, [LTR1840].

| was therefore led to say within nyself, This need not be nentioned;
it never shall be said of ne that | go about boasting of nmy own
goodness. To boast of ny own goodness | certainly felt no disposition
for | clearly saw that all which had been wought within me was the
work of the Holy Spirit, and that of my own I had nothing of which to
boast. p. 6, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

However, | cane to the conclusion not to say, even to my dearest
friends, that | had ever thought nyself to be cleansed fromsin even
for a nonent. | would enjoy it alone with God and let ny |life bear
Wi t ness. The consequence was that when brought where | feared another
m ght suspect me of g this of nyself, | was |led for the purpose of
giving hima better opinion of ny hunmility to say that | entertained no
such opinion. p. 7, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

Herein | fell into sin. By denying what | had believed to have been
wrought in me by the Spirit of God, | was now nade to feel what | had
lost. | had been told that | could not remain in the delightful state

in which | had found nyself w thout confessing to the honor of Christ
what | believed He had done for me by His Spirit, but | believed it
not. | accordingly nade the attenpt and fell into the snare of the

wi cked one. | now found the same sins besetting me as before, bringing



me into bondage, and ny state [becane] precisely what it was previous
to what | believed the Lord had shown nme of the bl essedness of a pure

heart. | know that by denying that bl essed work which the Lord did in
me, and by denying it that | mght have a reputation for humlity with
man, | brought | eanness and darkness into ny own soul. p. 7, Para. 2,
[ LTR1840] .

In this state, however, 'l was led to desire npbst earnestly, and to

pray nost fervently that | might be nade |like Christ. The burden of ny
petition was that | mght be made as nmuch like Christ as it was

possi ble for a soul to beconme while in the body, and | felt that |
could be satisfied with nothing short of this. After praying thus for a
time, | saw nobst clearly that there was nothing which God was nore
willing to do than to make ne thus like Christ, and | felt a sweetness
of assurance in Hmthat it should be granted ne. Now it was that the
Lord showed ne what nust be the consequence of being |ike Christ, and
that | could not possibly have the |ikeness of Christ wthout neeting

t hese consequences. | sawthat if | would live godly in Christ Jesus, |
must suffer persecution, and that | could not be like Christ wthout
being willing to share in His reproach. The Holy Spirit now showed ne

the sin which I had committed in denying what God had done for ny soul
and | now saw that while with "the heart man believeth unto

ri ght eousness; and with the nouth confession is made unto sal vation"
(Romans 10 10), from being again led into sin. This | had not done.
p. 7, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

Wth nmy heart | had believed unto righteousness, but instead of meking
confession with ny mouth of the grace which God had shown ne, and

t hereby being saved fromthe sin of denying it, | had refused to neke
the confession, and by so doing fell again into the hands of ny
spiritual foes. | now saw that to continue in the enjoynment of that

bl essing, | nmust confess the whol e and take the consequences. These
knew woul d not be snmall. | knew that al nost every friend | had on earth
woul d regard me as alnost utterly fallen the nonent | should nmake such
a confession, and that my brethren in the ministry, whose confidence
had val ued above all earthly goods, would wi thdraw their confidence at
once, and in all probability cast ne out fromanong them | had now
come truly to the plucking out of the right eye and the cutting off of
the right hand-to the point where | nust "forsake brethren or sisters,
father, or nother, or wife, or children or |lands for ny name's sake."
Matthew 19:29. Could | neke the sacrifice? Could | becone an outcast
frommy brethren, and an alien fromnmy nother's children? Could

become as lost to the friends | had | oved npost dearly, and have ny nane
cast out as evil by those whose kind regards | nopst wished to retain in
order to please ny Savior and enjoy Hs love as for a little while He
had permtted me to do? The struggle was severe. It cost ne as nuch to
make these sacrifices as it would cost any one of ny brethren, but |
could not long hesitate. | had prayed that | mght continually enjoy
the Savior's |love, and He had now shown nme what it would cost ne--and,
bl essed be Hi s nane, He gave nme strength to namke choice of Ms |ove at
the sacrifice, if necessary, of everything that | held dear on earth.

p. 8 Para. 1, [LTR1840].

I was enabled to pray, Lord, restore nme again to that blessed state of
conscious purity and peace, and | ove to Thee, and bl essedness in Thee
which | once enjoyed, and I will confess thy faithfulness to the world,
and let nmy worthl ess name be reproached as it may. Save ne, Lord, from



ny sins--redeemme fromall iniquity, and give ne evidence of it on
which | can rely, so that | can go before the world with no
hypocritical pretensions to sonething which |I do not possess--let nme in
deed and in truth be cleansed fromall unrighteousness, and have ful
and satisfactory evidence that Thou hast done this for nme, and | wll
declare Thy faithfulness, and in Thy strength neet all that shal

follow. p. 8, Para. 2, [LTR1840].

In this state of mnd, | took up the Wrd of God, and cane to the
foll owi ng passage in the words of Paul to the Romans--"Likew se reckon
ye al so yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
t hrough Jesus Christ our Lord. p. 8, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

I had before thought of this passage, and it had seened to ne that

there was a neaning in it which | did not understand. | had said in ny
t houghts, What if | do think nyself dead to sin? How will just thinking
nysel f dead to sin nake me thus dead? How will any change be wrought in

the state of nmy heart before God by nmy |aboring to think so? Again, |
had t hought of the injunction--"Likewi se reckon ye also yourselves to
be dead indeed unto sin," and | said in ny heart | will endeavor so to
do. However, | found myself wholly unable to do so in any way that even
began to satisfy nme that | was in truth dead to sin. It was not the
confort of a sincere mistake respecting my own character that |

desired. "As the hart panteth after the water brooks" (Psalm 42:1), so
panted ny soul after a full conformity to the will of God. | felt that
not hi ng woul d satisfy me for a nonent, but "to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God." Nor was it ny anbition to have others think nme
free fromsin that | was seeking to gratify, for if | could have nade

t he whol e universe believe ne to be free fromsin while it was not a
fact, it would not have begun in the | east degree to satisfy the

| ongi ngs of my soul. Could |I have possessed all the wealth, and
received all the honor, and enjoyed all the pleasure which the whole
uni verse coul d have | avi shed upon ne, and have been thought by every
creature of God in earth and heaven to have been as pure as the spirits
that wait continually before the eternal throne, all this would have
done nothing to fill the desires which burned in ny heart, to "cl eanse
us fromall unrighteousness.” p. 9, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

Still, however, with my eye on the injunction, "Likew se reckon ye

al so yourselves to be dead i ndeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord," | was not able to see how | should do this, so
that it should be indeed and in truth a reality in the sight of God--
not hi ng short of that would satisfy ne for a nmoment. | now renenbered
that bl essed pronise of our divine and glorious and | ovi ng Savi or

"When he, the Spirit of truth, is conme, he will guide you into a] |
truth.” John 16:13. "He shall teach you all things, and bring al
things to your renenbrance, whatsoever | have said unto you." John
14:26. 1 now cast nyself down before the Lord, and prayed in the nanme
of Christ that the Holy Spirit mght guide me into all truth respecting
t he passage before nme, and teach nme how to reckon nyself dead to sin
and alive to God so that it would be a reality, and not a thing of

i magi nati on. Havi ng made known my request, | trusted m Christ that the
teachings of the Spirit would be given ne. "Whatsoever ye shall ask of
the Father in ny name, he may give it you." John 15:16. 1 therefore

pl aced ny confidence in the Savior, and believed that for H s sake the
Holy Spirit would show ne how to "reckon ye al so yourselves to be dead
i ndeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord." p.



9, Para. 2, [LTRL840].

Instantly, while I was even on ny knees with the bl essed Bible open
before ne on those words, there seened shed upon them a flood of
heavenly fight, and ny very soul was filled with unutterabl e gl adness
with "joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter 1: 8) with the
t hought that seened clear as the brightness of a thousand suns that |
was to "reckon ye al so yourselves to be dead i ndeed unto sin," by
trusting my Lord Jesus Christ to keep ne dead to sin; "but alive unto
God." by trusting ny Lord Jesus Christ to keep ne alive to God. This |
saw woul d be reckoning nyself to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ nmy Lord. It was to cease forever from placing ny
confidence mnmy own strength, and to rely altogether upon the strength
and faithful ness of ny blessed Lord Jesus Christ to "make and keep ne
pure within," to nake and keep me "dead indeed unto sin," to nake and
keep nme "alive unto God." And now, if | had found nyself that nonent
nmonarch of the world with its crown on ny head, its scepter in ny hand,
its accumul ated treasures at my feet, and every individual anong al
its multitudes ready to do my bidding, it would not have begun to
afford ne the joy which | felt when | saw, as | then did, the privilege
which a God of infinite |love had granted me to reckon nyself dead
i ndeed unto sin by trusting ny Lord Jesus Christ to nake and keep ne
thus alive. How glorious and lovely did ny Savior then appear! "O ever
I was aware, my soul nmade ne |ike the chariots of Ammi nadib." Song of
Sol onon 6:12. If the crown and the scepter and the riches and the,
homage of the world had been mine, | should have | eaped for joy and run
to give Christ the scepter and the crown, the riches and the homage;
and to lay nyself in the dust at His feet to be His hunblest, |owiest
servant forevernmore. Ch, since | have known my high privilege to reckon
nysel f dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ ny
Lord, "thy nane is as ointnment poured forth." "Let himkiss me with the
ki sses of his nmouth: thy love is better than wine. Draw me. we will run
after thee: the king hath brought me into his chanbers: we will be glad
and rejoice in thee, we will remenber thy |Iove nore than wine: [by His
strength] the upright Iove thee." Song of Solomon 1. 3, 2, 4. p. 10,
Para. 1, [LTR1840].

When the Holy Spirit thus enlightened ne respecting die privilege of
reckoni ng myself dead indeed unto sin, but alive to God through Jesus
Christ nmy Lord, He that nonent enabled nme to avail nyself of the
privilege, and |I instantly found myself nore than restored to that
bl essed state of conscious purity of heart before God from which | had
fallen by refusing to confess before nen what ny Savior had done for
me. p. 11, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

The |l ove of the world was gone; no sinful indul gence had any charn for
me. My whol e heart was won by Christ, and filled with overflow ng | ove
to Hm and | feel that a thousand hearts, had they been mne, would
have been nost joyfully consecrated to His service. | had no will but
His, and no desire of life or death or eternity, but to be disposed of
in that way which would secure the highest possible praise to ny
Redeener. | was now delivered fromthe fear of man, and as | had
covenanted with the Lord to confess His faithfulness to the world, when
He shoul d give ne evidence on which | could rely that | was redeened
fromall iniquity, and as | had now found nyself, and in a way so
gl orious and delightful beyond everything | had ever before conceived,
made "dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our



Lord.” | had been so abundantly enlightened respecting the privilege of
every Christian to be kept in that state by the faithful ness of the

dear Redeenmer, | could not for a nonent hesitate. It was my duty to
declare to the world that by the power of the Holy Spirit given ne by
ny own bl essed Savior, | was made "dead i ndeed unto sin, but alive unto

God through Jesus Christ our Lord." p. 11, Para. 2, [LTR1840].

Besi des, | had once known the bitterness of denying ny Savior here,
and the bl essed work which He had wought in ne, for the purpose of
retaining the good opinion of man; the Holy Spirit had set that sin
before ne, and | had opened ny mouth to the Lord that if He would
restore me, | would bear H s reproach. And now He had enabl ed nme once
more in His infinite and abounding nmercy, "with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness, and it remai ned that the mouth confession is nade
unto salvation" fromfalling again into the snare of the devil. Romans
1010 p. 11, Para. 3, [LTR1840].

| have been enabled to nmake this confession to the world-That "the
great God and ny Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave hinmself for us, that he
m ght redeemus fromall iniquity, and purify unto himself ' (Titus
2:13-14); that | amdead unto sin, and alive unto God through Jesus
Christ my Lord, that the God of peace is faithful to sanctify ne
whol ly, and to preserve ny whole spirit, soul, and body bl anel ess unto
the com ng of ny Lord Jesus Christ; that the God of peace who brought
again fromthe dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep
does "through the bl ood of the everlasting covenant, nmke you perfect

in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wel

pl easing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whombe glory for ever
and ever. Amen." | felt that in making this confession, | was |aying
nmyself and ny all, a sacrifice on the altar of nmy God and Savior; but

that Savior had led ne by H's owmn anazing |ove, and given nme a heart
that could deny HHmno nore, and that was ready and glad at all hazards
to confess His faithfulness and power and love to the world. p. 11
Para. 4, [LTR1840].

I knew that the world would reproach nme. | knew that God's professed
peopl e woul d cast out nmy name as evil. | knew that the friends whom I
| oved nmost dearly woul d, many of them perhaps, weep over ne as lost. |
knew that the confidence of the churches with which I stood connected
woul d be withdrawn from ne, and perhaps all ny past prospects of a
mai nt enance of nyself and nmy household be entirely cut off, but | knew
that my Redeener lived-and that all power was given unto Himin heaven
and on earth, and that | had only to "seek ye first the ki ngdom of GCod,
and his righteousness" (Matthew 6:33), nothing doubting, but "consider
the; lilies of the field, how they grow ... even Solonon in all his
glory was not arrayed |i ke one of these" (Matthew 6:28-29), would
surely feed and clothe me and nmine. p. 12, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

In this state of mind | did, at the altar of ny God, meke confession
of what God had taught nme of His truth, and of what | had been nmade to
feel of H's purifying, sanctifying grace in Jesus Christ, and thus |
di scharged a duty to which | amsure | never could have been | ed by
anyt hing, but a once crucified and now glorified Savior's |ove,

mani fested to me by the Holy Ghost. | have no nore doubt that | was
constrained to this step by the Iove of Christ, than | have that Christ
or ny own soul has a being. | know | was not led to it by a |love of the

world, for | never could have done it until the |ast vestige of the



| ove of the world had been taken fromne. | know that until | had nmade
of the whole world an entire sacrifice to Christ, | never could have
thus held nmyself up to scorn. p. 12, Para. 2, [LTR1840].

On the norning of the day which i mediately foll owed the Sabbath when

I first "witnessed this confession" before men, | had a season of
communion with God of which | will speak because | think it may do
good. | was alone in nmy chanber, and neditati ng upon sone passages of

scripture which nade nmention of the faithfullness of God. p. 12, Para.
3, [LTR1840].

They were as follows: "God is faithful by whomye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 1:9 "And the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved bl anel ess unto the com ng of our Lord Jesus
Christ." "God is faithful who will not suffer you to be tenpted above
that ye are able; but will with the tenptation also make way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it." 1 Corinthians 10:13. "And | saw heaven
opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon himwas called
Fai thful and True." Revelation 19:11. p. 12, Para. 4, [LTR1840].

H's nane is also called the Word of God. "And he hath on his vesture
and on his thigh a name witten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."
Revel ation 19:16. p. 13, Para. 1, [LTR1840].

While reflecting thus upon the faithful ness of ny God and Savior, ny
whol e soul seenmed heaved with inexpressible enmptions, and poured out in
fl oods of gushing love at ny Redeener's feet. | felt that | had
forsaken all for Hm and could now only | eave myself in Hi s hands, and
conmit all ny interests to His disposal. And now in view of the safety
of trusting nmy all with Hm ny soul exulted with amazing gl adness, and
I could only walk fromny room weepi ng al oud for joy, and pouring out
nmy tears of overflowing delight as | uttered again and again the single
expression--ny faithful God--ny faithful God. p. 13, Para. 2,

[ LTR1840] .

Since that time | have had various conflicts with Satan, but | have
never for a nmoment doubted the faithful ness of ny Redeener in saving
all His people fromtheir sins who will believe on Hi s nane for that
bl essing. | see nost clearly that the only reason why any Christian is
not saved fromsin is "because of unbelief." Romans 11:20. p. 13,
Para. 3, [LTR1840].

I have by no neans been all that | hope or expect to be, for | see
that it is the privilege of the Christian that has been redeened from
all', iniquity, still "forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things winch are before" (Philippians 3:13),
and "beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the sane image fromglory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
2 Corinthians 3:18. | believe that to be cleansed from all
unri ghteousness is by no neans the height of the Christian's privilege
on earth, that beyond that he nmay go on "to conprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and | ength, and depth, and height, and to know the
| ove of Christ, which passeth know edge," and be filled nore and nore
"with all the fullness of God." Ephesians 3:18-19. Even then, we may
still say to Hmw th the apostle, "Now unto himthat is able to do
exceedi ng abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the



power that worketh in us, unto himbe glory in the church by Chri st
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." Ephesians 3:20-21
p. 13, Para. 4, [LTR1840].

You will now see, brethren, in what | have related to you of the
readi ngs and teachings of God's Spirit with ny own soul why | cannot
regard your adnonition, and desist from preaching the doctrine of
entire sanctification by faith in Christ. | could not do it without
regarding myself as a traitor to my blessed Lord and Master, who has
made to me--a mserable, unworthy, hell-deserving worm of the dust --
mani f estati ons of His presence and | ove, bright and glorious, far
beyond anyt hing which | once could have conceived. | believe "the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly, and | pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved bl anel ess unto the com ng of our Lord Jesus
Christ." | feel that "necessity is laid upon ne; yea, woe is unto ne,
if | preach not this gospel. " 1 Corinthians 9:16. Like Jonah fleeing
to Tarshish, | Once attenpted to escape the discharge of the duty. Like
Jerem ah, "I said, | will not make nention of him nor speak any nore
in his nane. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up
in my bones, and | was weary with forbearing, and | could not stay."
Jerem ah 20:9. Once | denied the faithful ness of ny Redeemer; but He
forgave ne, and has restored ne to the enjoynent of His |ove, and has,
as | firmy believe, in faithfulness to H's own pronise, "circuntise

thine heart,. . . to love the LORD with all thine heart, and with al
thy soul." | nust speak it to the world, Let H m have the glory, and
I et me bear the reproach which | mnmust bear for Hi s sake. | nust confess

it to the world for the purpose of meking known, as far as | am able
with His blessing, to all God's people their high privileges in Christ
Jesus. "But | certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached
of me is not after man. For | neither received it of man, neither was |
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." Galatians 1:11-12.
And now, "whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you
nore than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard." Acts 4:19-20. p. 14, Para. 1, [LTR1840].



