THE HOPE Of THE GOSPEL. p. 1, Para. 1, [HOPE].

WHAT IS 1t? p. 1, Para. 1, [HOPE].

AND WHEN W LL It BE CONSUMATED? p. 1, Para. 2, [HOPE].
By J. N LOUGHBOROUGH. p. 1, Para. 3, [HOPE].

"Hat h given us everlasting consol ati on and good hope
t hrough grace.” 2 Thess. 2:16. p. 1, Para. 4, [HOPE].

STEAM PRESS OF THE SEVENTH- DAY ADVENTI ST PUBLI SHI NG
ASSCCI ATI ON, BATTLE CREEK, Mch.: 1873. p. 1, Para. 5,
[ HOPE] .

Preface. p. 2, Para. 1, [HOPE].

To nortals, toiling in this world of perplexities,
afflictions, tenptations, persecutions, and death, how

i nportant to have the anchor of hope to steady our barque,
threatened as it is on every hand with destruction amd the
rocks and shoals of sin and sorrow. Wile toiling on,
beati ng agai nst the current, how the heart is cheered with
a knowl edge of the fact that we have a ki nd Fat her who
pities us "like as a father pitieth his children.” Wile we
hunmbly trust him our Father is at the helmto guide us,
and the star of hope is before us to cheer us with its
clear shining. p. 3, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The question proposed on the title page of this book
relates to the gospel hope. It is an object of inestinmble
val ue, a prize that mnes of gold will not buy, and which
wor | dl y honor and fanme cannot secure; yet its
acconplishnent is the nerciful bestowrent of our Father's
free gift of eternal life to those who hunbly serve him As
to the tinme and manner of the bringing in of the gospel
hope, we have shown in these few pages that it relates to a
state beyond the comi ng again of Christ and the
resurrection. p. 3, Para. 2, [HOPE].

A sol enm sense of the inportance of dissem nating |ight on
the great thenme of life only through Christ, has pronpted
the witer to prepare this work. W trust the reader w ||
give it a candid and prayerful perusal before passing
j udgment upon it. p. 3, Para. 3, [HOPE]



May the Lord, as he has prom sed, give us his Spirit to
guide us into all truth. May he be to us indeed "w sdom
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redenption." And
when p. 4, Para. 1, [HOPE]

"Hope shall change to glad fruition," may we neet in
glory. p. 4, Para. 2, [HOCPE]

J. N L. ST. HELENA, Cal., Aug. 1, 1873. p. 4, Para. 3,
[ HOPE] .

HOPE Of THE GOSPEL. p. 4, Para. 4, [HOPE].

"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; and be ready
al ways to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with neekness and fear."
1 Pet. 3:15. p. 5, Para. 1, [HOPE].

VE shoul d nost certainly conclude fromreading the above

| anguage that the Christian's hope is a subject which can,
and shoul d, be understood, and that there are al so anple
evi dences and proofs in which the true gospel hope is set
before us; else how could we "be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh"? To do this, we nust know
what our hope is, when, and in what manner, it is to be
reali zed, and upon these points we assert that the
Scriptures do thoroughly furnish us. p. 5, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .

Paul says: "For when God nade prom se to Abraham because
he coul d swear by no greater, he sware by hinsel f, saying,
Surely blessing | will bless thee, and nmultiplying I wll
multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he
obt ai ned the prom se. For nen verily swear by the greater;
and an oath for confirmation is to theman end of al
strife. Wherein God, willing nore abundantly to show unto
the heirs of promise the inmmutability of his counsel,
confirmed it by an oath; that by two i nmutable things, in
which it was inpossible for God to lie, we mght have a
strong consol ati on, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us." Heb. 6:13-18. p. 5, Para. 3,
[ HOPE] .

If there is strong consolation for themthat |ay hold of
the hope, then, surely, it is inportant that we understand
t he hope, that our faith may lay hold of the evidence from
which this consolation is to be derived. p. 5, Para. 4,



[ HOPE] .

Hope is defined as expectation and desire. Neither of
t hese al one constitutes a hope. A man may desire what he
has no reasonabl e expectation of receiving. Again, a nan
may expect to receive what he by no neans desires. A man
may desire eternal life, and all the glories of the kingdom
of God, yet he cannot expect to receive themunless he
conplies with the conditions on which eternal life is
prom sed. The sinner may expect, on the authority of the
word of God, that, if he does not turn and serve the Lord,
he will be punished with everlasting destruction fromthe
presence of the Lord, and fromthe glory of his power (2
Thess. 1:8,9,), yet he does not desire it. So we may
conclude that the hope is a conbination of expectation and
desire, based upon what God has prom sed, and upon the
assurance that we ourselves are conplying with the
conditions of the promse. p. 6, Para. 1, [HOPE]

G0CD Hope. p. 6, Para. 2, [HOPE].

In order, then, to have a good hope, we nust expect and
desire what God has prom sed, and not settle down in the
expectation of that object, unless we have the fullest
assurance that we are conplying wwth every condition on
whi ch that object is prom sed. W see, then, that a well-
grounded hope nmust be a matter of prom se, and as every
prom se of God is nade on conditions before we are entitled
to the prom se, we nust be sure we are conplying with the
conditions. p. 6, Para. 3, [HOPE].

That all God's prom ses of reward and puni shnent are nade
to us on condition of our obedience or disobedience, is the
only reasonabl e position we can take. Wen we appeal to the
Scriptures, we see they give us a general rule reaching al
such cases. W read, "At what instant | shall speak
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom to pluck up,
and to pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation,
agai nst whom | have pronounced, turn fromtheir evil, |
will repent of the evil that | thought to do unto them
And, at what instant | shall speak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom to build and to plant it; if it do
evil in ny sight, that it obey not ny voice, then | wll
repent of the good, wherewith | said | would benefit them"
Jer. 18:7-10. Conplying with the conditions of a pron se,
constitutes us the heirs of that promse. "If ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abrahamis seed, and heirs according



to the promse.” Gal. 3:29. "If ye were Abrahanm s children
ye woul d do the works of Abraham™ John 8:39. p. 6, Para.
4, [ HOPE] .

Wiile we see that a true hope nust be based upon the

prom ses of God, and that none can truly cherish that hope
as theirs unless they are conplying with the conditions;
yet there are fal se hopes, and there are hopes cheri shed by
t hose who are not conplying with the conditions of God's
prom ses, or else hoping concerning matters that God has
never prom sed. Job says, "The hope of the w cked shall be
as the giving up of the ghost." "As a puff of breath,”
margin. Job 11:20. p. 7, Para. 1, [HOPE].

We have seen, by the reading of Heb. 6:17,18, that the
true gospel hope is based on the prom ses of God, confirned
by an oath. p. 7, Para. 2, [HOPE].

So a fal se hope woul d be a hope not based on the prom ses
of God, or, if conprehending what is in that prom se,
cherished by one not obeying the conditions of the prom se.
Paul says of those who were ignorant of the prom ses, and,
as a matter of course, not obeying God, not conplying with
the conditions of the prom se, "Werefore, renmenber that ye
being in the tine past Gentiles in the flesh, who are
cal l ed uncircuntision by that which is called the
circuntision in the flesh made by hands, that at that tine
ye were without Christ, being aliens fromthe comonweal t h
of Israel, and strangers fromthe covenants of prom se,
havi ng no hope, and without God in the world." Eph.
2:11,12. W see that one inportant reason why they had no
hope was because they were strangers to God's prom ses of
future bl essings. Then, indeed, every hope, to be well-
grounded, nust be based upon the prom ses of God. p. 7,
Para. 3, [HOPE]

The GOSPEL HOPE. p. 8, Para. 1, [HOPE]

But we now cone to the direct question, What is the gospel
hope? Paul says, "There is one body, and one spirit, even
as ye are called in one hope of your calling.” Many are the
hopes cherished by different classes, yet there is but one
true hope given to cheer God's people. But it nay be
inquired, If there is but one hope, why are there so nmany
t hi ngs spoken of in the word of God as the hope? W reply,
There nay be several events to be acconplished in order to
the realization of the hope, and each of these nay be



spoken of as the hope, but only in the sense that the
acconpl i shnent of these events is enbodied in the ushering
in of the one gospel hope. And so these several events may
be necessary to be acconplished, in order that we may
receive that for which we are hoping. These objects, or
events, are so intimtely connected with the hope, as to be
call ed the hope; because if these are not fulfilled, the
hope would fail of its acconplishnent. p. 8, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .

We | ook upon the different events enbodied in the ushering
in of the hope as we would | ook upon several steps to be
taken to gain an em nence; each is taken to gain the
em nence, but no one of the steps alone will bring us to
t he object desired. Although each is taken to gain the
point, still it is not gained unless all the steps are
taken. So with the different steps that, in their order, as
fulfilled, usher in the realization of our hope; all nust
be fulfilled or our hope is never realized. But we wl|l
pass to notice, in their order, the events that are called
the hope. p. 8, Para. 3, [HOPE].

CHRI ST Qur HOPE. p. 9, Para. 1, [HOPE].

In 1 Tim 1:1, Paul calls "Christ our hope." O course a
true gospel hope nust center in Jesus Christ as the object,
bei ng, or agency, through whomthe prom ses of CGod
concerning man are to be carried out. "W are conplete in
him" Wthout himwe "can do nothing," and are nothing. He
is the "Al pha and Onmega." Al pha and Onega is the nore
ancient formby which the Greeks expressed their al phabet.
Al pha being the first Geek |letter, and Omega, the |ast
one, in their al phabet; fromthe Al pha to the Omega was
fromthe first letter to the last, or, in other words, the
whol e al phabet. p. 9, Para. 2, [HOPE].

So Christ is the Al pha and Orega, or the al phabet of God's
pl an and purposes concerning nan. As the twenty-six letters
of the English al phabet, arranged in various conbinations,
constitute literally the words of the Bible, so the subject
matter of the plan of salvation treated of in the Bible is
Christ arranged in various forns as the being through whom
God' s purposes concerning man will be carried out. As
Christ was enployed in the work of creation, so also is he
t he second Adam through whomthe restitution of all things
God has promsed will be carried out. The Father "has given
himauthority to execute judgnent also because he is the



Son of man." So, also, the Father "has given himpower over
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as nmany as
he has given him" Christ is in the prom ses of good, and
in the threatenings of judgnment. He is the root and center
of the great plan of atonement devised for the rescue of
man, and, in fact, he is the grand source of all the bliss
and joy promsed to the faithful. Christ is the agent by
whom and through whom all is to be acconplished. Wth
this view of the subject, we see, then, that the Bible
itself is Christ arranged in his various offices, form and
wor k. As we would arrange the twenty-six letters of the
Engl i sh al phabet in their various conbinations to forma
book, so we see how Christ is the Al pha and Orega. p. 9,
Para. 3, [HOPE].

Wen we say, Christ is our hope, it enbodies all that is
in Christ, or is to be brought about through Christ. In
maki ng our inquiries respecting him and of what is
acconpl i shed by him we should find ourselves, in sone
respects, in a simlar position to that occupied by the
ancient prophets in their researches concerning Christ: "Of
whi ch sal vation the prophets have inquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should cone
unto you. Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit
of Christ which was in themdid signify, when it testified
bef orehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow. ™ 1 Pet. 1:10,11. p. 10, Para. 1, [HOPE]

Hence, we see that a hope in Christ enbraces all that is
wrought out by Christ till the glory of God is revealed in
his people, in their being brought to their eternal rest in
his kingdom p. 10, Para. 2, [HOPE].

In the very connection of the text above, we gain sone
light as to what our hope enbraces: "Bl essed be the God and
Fat her of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ fromthe dead, to an
i nheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in Heaven for you, who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto sal vation, ready to be
revealed in the last tinme." 1 Pet. 1:3-5. In witing to the
Col ossi ans, Paul says, "W give thanks to God and the
Fat her of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the
| ove which ye have to all the saints, for the hope which is
laid up for you in Heaven, whereof ye heard before in the



word of the truth of the gospel." Col. 1:3-5. Thus we see
that the true gospel hope brings to view the final
consunmat i on, when the saints of God shall receive the
heavenly inheritance which is nowin reserve for them when
t hey shall becone possessors of that of which they are now
heirs -- the kingdom of Heaven. p. 11, Para. 1, [HOPE].

W will ook again at Paul's testinony to the Hebrews, and
we may gain sone light as to what is the hope: "Wen God
made prom se to Abraham because he could swear by no
greater, he sware by hinmself, saying, Surely blessing |
will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And
so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the
prom se. For nmen verily swear by the greater; and an oath
for confirmation is to theman end of all strife. Werein
God, willing nore abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
prom se the imutability of his counsel, confirned it by an
oath; that by two imutable things, in which it was
i npossible for God to lie, we mght have strong
consol ati on, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us." Heb. 6:13-18. p. 11, Para. 2, [HOPE]

From t he foregoing, we understand Paul argues that we have
strong consol ation fromthe hope, because the Abraham c
prom se was nmade sure. This is conclusive evidence that
that prom se has special reference to the hope. That this
prom se to Abraham had reference to sone future inheritance
is clear fromthe follow ng testinonies: Paul says of
Abraham that he was called to go out into a place "which
he should after receive for an inheritance.” "He sojourned
in the land of promise, as in a strange country." Heb.
11:8,9. Stephen said of Abraham that the Lord gave him
none inheritance in it [the land], no, not so nuch as to
set his foot on." Acts 7:5. Again Paul says of himand al
the nultitudi nous seed that sprang fromhim that they
"died in faith, not having received the prom ses." The
prom se, then, which was nade with such certainty to
Abraham and his seed, nust relate to things beyond this
life. Again he says of these ancient worthies: "These al
havi ng obtai ned a good report through faith, received not
the prom se, God having provided sone better thing for us,
that they without us should not be nmade perfect."” p. 12,
Para. 1, [HOPE]

These quotations show that the prom se to Abraham had not
been fulfilled when Paul wote to the Hebrews. They al so
show that the prom se cannot be fulfilled until all those



are made perfect who are enbraced in the term "us," which
enbraces all Christians in the gospel age. So the
fulfillment of the Abraham c prom se nust be beyond the
gospel age. That prom se enbraces Christ as the true seed.
"He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and
to thy seed, which is Christ." Gal. 3:16. Christ is the
seed to whomthe prom ses are nmade. He has been on earth
once, as the "Child born,"” and the "Son given." But he is
to come again as "King of kings, and Lord of lords,"” and
then "the governnent shall be upon his shoulder." W are
now "joint-heirs”™ with hinm but we shall then be recipients
of the glory, entering "into the joy of" our Lord. p. 12,
Para. 2, [HOPE].

Paul , when permtted to speak before Agrippa, said, "And
now | stand and am judged for the hope of the prom se made
of God unto our fathers; unto which prom se our twelve
tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to cone;
for which hope's sake, king Agrippa, | am accused of the
Jews." Acts 26:6,7. If Paul, with the twelve tribes, stil
hoped to conme to that prom se, it had not yet been
fulfilled. W do not think that Paul would submt to be
j udged for his expectation concerning a prom se that had
al ready been fulfilled. Fromhis reasoning, he nust have
considered the fulfillment of that promse in the future.
Know ng the manner in which their thoughts would run, he
says, "Wiy should it be thought a thing incredible with you
that God should raise the dead?" Verse 8. p. 13, Para. 1
[ HOPE] .

W nust conclude fromthis reasoning that Paul considered
the fulfillnment of that prom se as an event beyond the
resurrection. As this promse to Abrahamis the sure
foundation of the hope which affords consolation to those
who have laid hold upon it, it follows that the gospel hope
is the hope of a future inheritance. p. 13, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .

Peter says of this inheritance, "Reserved in Heaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last tine." 1 Pet.
1:4,5. But, you may say, he here speaks of an inheritance
reserved in Heaven, which cannot be the future kingdom
Paul said of Abraham "He | ooked for a city which hath
foundati ons, whose buil der and maker is God." Heb. 11:10.
That city of foundations is now in Heaven -- "Jerusal em
which is above is free." Gal. 4:26. It is in reserve for



t he obedient. "Blessed are they that do H s conmandnents,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city." Rev. 22:14. It is
finally to come down from Heaven, and be the great center
of the newearth kingdom Rev. 21:2. So this glorious
portion of the inheritance is reserved in Heaven, ready to
be reveal ed, not at death, but "in the last tine." p. 14,
Para. 1, [ HOPE]

It was not our design in this work to give a detail ed
exposition of the kingdom but to call attention to sone
features of the hope and the tine when it is to be
consummated. p. 14, Para. 2, [HOPE].

ETERNAL Life. p. 14, Para. 3, [HOPE].

In Titus 2:2, Paul speaks of eternal life as the hope: "In
hope of eternal life." Not that eternal life is a hope
i ndependent of the possession of the future kingdom but
eternal life is a necessary preparation for the bringing of

the people of God into the possession of the heavenly

i nheritance. Suppose the Lord should beautify the kingdom
and fit it up as he has promised in his word, yet it would
be of no avail to give to a race of nortal beings, for they
nmust needs die and leave it. In order to receive and
possess an immortal inheritance, we nust ourselves be nmade
immortal, or, in other words, cone into possession of

eternal life. So Paul reasons, "Flesh and bl ood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
i ncorruption. Behold, I show you a nystery; we shall not

all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a nonent, in the
tw nkling of an eye, at the last trunp; for the trunpet
shal | sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed; for this corruptible nust put on
incorruption, and this nortal nmust put on immortality.” 1
Cor. 15:50-53. Before we pass into that kingdom we mnust
have eternal life given to us. Wen, then, we cherish in
our m nds the hope of entering that i mortal kingdom and
| ook forward to it as sonmething that we shall receive, we
connect with it, in our mnds, our own change to
imortality, preparing us to receive that kingdom So that
eternal |ife becones one branch of the one hope of the
future kingdom p. 15, Para. 1, [HOPE]

HOPE Of THE RESURRECTION. p. 15, Para. 2, [HOPE].

But it may be asked, Does not Paul speak of the



resurrection of the dead as the hope? Yes, and we wl|
quote a few texts where he thus speaks of it. "He cried out
in the council, Men and brethren, I ama Pharisee, the son
of a Pharisee; of the hope and resurrection of the dead I
amcalled in question." Acts 23:6. "But this |I confess unto
thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship
| the God of ny fathers, believing all things which are
witten in the law and in the prophets; and have hope
toward God, which they thensel ves also allow, that there
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust." Acts 24:14,15. "And now | stand and am judged for
t he hope of the prom se nade of God unto our fathers; unto
whi ch prom se our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day
and ni ght, hope to cone. For which hope's sake, King
Agrippa, | amaccused of the Jews. Wiy should it be thought
a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the
dead?" Acts 26:6-8. p. 16, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The above texts clearly present the resurrection as one
branch of the hope, or one step in the fulfillnent of
events that are essential to the ushering in of the hope.
It is at the resurrection that the saints are to be nade
immortal. "W shall all be changed, in a nonment, in the
twi nkling of an eye, at the last trunp; for the trunpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51,52. p. 16, Para. 2,
[ HOPE] .

As the saints are to be nade immortal at the resurrection
if there were no resurrection, the eternal |ife would never
be given, and so the hope of receiving a future kingdom
woul d prove a failure. p. 16, Para. 3, [HOPE].

HOPE O CHRIST'S COMNG p. 17, Para. 1, [HOPE].

But you may ask, |Is not the comng of Christ called the
hope? Yes. Paul says, "The grace of God that bringeth
sal vation hath appeared unto all nen, teaching us that,
denyi ng ungodl i ness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;
| ooki ng for that blessed hope, and [kat, even] the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Savi our Jesus Christ."
Titus 2:11-13. The comng of Christ is also a branch of the
one hope. It is at the comng of Christ that the
resurrection is to take place. "For the Lord hinself shal
descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
Archangel, and with the trunp of God; and the dead in



Christ shall rise first." 1 Thess. 4:16. "For as in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be nmade alive. But
every man in his own order: Christ the first-fruits,
afterward they that are Christ's at his comng." 1 Cor
15:22,23. p. 17, Para. 2, [HOPE].

If there were no second com ng of Christ, there would be
no resurrection. The resurrection is spoken of as an event
to transpire at the comng of Christ, hence, if there
shoul d be no com ng of Christ, the saints would not be
raised. If the saints are not raised, imortality will not
be given. If inmmortality be not given, the hope of the
future kingdom nust all prove a failure; for "flesh and
bl ood cannot inherit the kingdom" p. 17, Para. 3, [HOPE]

Thus it is evident that the coming of Christ is the grand
event which nust take place to usher in the consunmation of
t he hope of God's people. Wth this view of the subject,
there is no wonder that inportance is attached in the
Scriptures to the great thene of the second com ng of our
Lord Jesus Christ. p. 17, Para. 4, [HOPE].

Receiving the idea that our hope centers in his comng to
rai se the dead and bestow imortality upon his people, that
t hey may possess the immortal kingdom there is a glory
clustering around the event of Christ's comng |like the
gl ori ous dawni ng of the norning. Thus we see that the
coming of Christ is the grand door that must be opened to
usher us into the kingdomof CGod. p. 18, Para. 1, [HOPE].

PROM SES O° REWARD. p. 18, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Wth the foregoing facts before us, we can understand why
the Bible prom ses respecting the reward of God's people
are made in the manner they are. The reward is an event
i nvari ably connected either wwth the com ng of Christ, the
resurrection, the reception of immortality and eternal life
at the resurrection, or the possession of the kingdom
beyond the resurrection of the dead. p. 18, Para. 3,

[ HOPE] .

We now refer to a few instances illustrative of the whole
scope of Scripture prom ses of reward. Job, when speaki ng
of death, says, "If | wait, the grave is mne house; | have
made nmy bed in the darkness. | have said to corruption,
Thou art ny father, to the worm Thou art ny nother, and ny
sister. And where is now ny hope? as for ny hope, who shal



see it?" Job 17:13-18. p. 18, Para. 4, [HOPE].

He certainly does not speak here as though his hope would
be consummat ed at death; but rather to the contrary, as
t hough it was otherwi se than the realization of his hope.
Job does not speak thus because of a | ack of know edge of
the true hope; for, in chapter nineteen, he sets the matter
forth inits true light. He says: "Ch, that ny words were
now witten! Ch, that they were printed in a book! That
they were graven with an iron pen and |lead in the rock
forever! For | know that ny Redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though
after nmy skin worns destroy this body, yet in nmy flesh
shall | see God; whom!| shall see for nyself, and m ne eyes
shal | behol d, and not another; though ny reins be consuned
wWithin ne." Job 19:23-27. Here he points, in a clear
manner, to the resurrection as the tinme when for hinself he
shall see God. p. 18, Para. 5, [HOPE].

The above is in harnmony with other testinony of Job. "Ch!
that thou wouldst hide ne in the grave, that thou woul dst
keep ne secret, until thy wath be past, that thou woul dst
appoint ne a set tinme, and renenber ne! If a man die, shal
he live again? all the days of mnmy appointed tinme wll I
wait, till my change conme. Thou shalt call, and I w ]l
answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine
hands. " Job 14:13-15. The change to which Job here refers
is not death, but the change fromnortal to imortal at the
resurrection. For Job sinply to say, | wll wait until |
die, would not settle the question as to whether he should
“"live again" if he did die. But he is willing torisk it,
to "wait" in the "grave," his "house,” all his "appointed
time," till his "change," the resurrection, cones. p. 19,
Para. 1, [HOPE]

When Ezekiel had his vision, recorded in the thirty-
sevent h chapter of his prophecy, he clearly portrays the
resurrection of God's people. He says, "The hand of the
Lord was upon nme, and carried nme out in the Spirit of the
Lord, and set ne down in the mdst of a valley which was
full of bones, and caused ne to pass by themround about;
and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and,
|l o, they were very dry. And he said unto nme, Son of man
can these bones live? And | answered, O Lord God, thou
knowest." It |ooked |ike a doubtful matter to Ezekiel that
they could live again, but he nmeekly submts it to the
Lord. "O Lord God, thou knowest." Now the Lord shows him



how it is: "Again he said unto ne, Prophesy upon these
bones, and say unto them O ye dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones, Behol d,

| will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall I|ive;
and | will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and ye shall live; and ye shall know that | amthe Lord. So

| prophesied as | was conmanded; and as | prophesied, there
was a noi se, and behold a shaking, and the bones cane

t oget her, bone to his bone. And when | beheld, [0, the
sinews and the flesh cane up upon them and the skin
covered them above; but there was no breath in them Then
said he unto ne, Prophesy unto the w nd, prophesy, son of
man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God, Cone
fromthe four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live. So | prophesied as he conmanded
me, and the breath cane into them and they lived, and
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army." This
clearly describes the resurrection. "They lived," that is,
they cane to life. p. 19, Para. 2, [HOPE].

But Ezekiel continues, "Then he said unto nme, Son of man
t hese bones are the whol e house of Israel” -- Israel
nmeaning all God's people in any age. "If ye be Christ's,
then are ye Abrahami s seed, and heirs according to the
promse." Gl. 3:29. "Behold they say, Qur bones are dried,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off for our parts.” This
was the |anguage of Israel when they |ost sight of God's
promse to redeemthemfromthe curse, and from death. Wen
we | ook at the grave, the body nol dering back to its nother
earth, we gain no light respecting our hope. Infidelity,
| ooki ng at death, has said, "Death is an eternal sleep.”

| srael despondingly said, "Qur bones are dried, our hope is
lost.” But God replies to them "Therefore prophesy and say
unto them Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, O ny people
[cal |l ed house of Israel in verse 11], | wll open your
graves and cause you to cone up out of your graves, and
bring you into the land of Israel;" the "land of Israel,"”
referring to the |l and prom sed to Abraham -- the future
ki ngdom "And ye shall know that | amthe Lord, when | have
opened your graves, O ny people, and brought you up out of
your graves, and shall put ny Spirit in you, and ye shal
live, and | shall place you in your own |and; then shall ye
know that | the Lord have spoken it, and perforned it,
saith the Lord." See Ezekiel 37:1-14. p. 20, Para. 1,

[ HOPE] .



These words of Ezekiel are not only clear evidence that
the hope of God's people is to be consummated beyond the
resurrection, but, if the resurrection does not take place,
the "hope" will indeed be "lost,” and God's people "cut
off* for their parts. p. 21, Para. 1, [HOPE]

Paul , when desirous of placing the true hope before his
Thessal oni an friends, says, "But | would not have you to be
i gnorant, brethren, concerning themwhich are asl eep, that
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them al so
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him For this we
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the comng of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord hinself shal
descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trunp of God; and the dead in
Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and renmain
shal | be caught up together with themin the clouds, to
neet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the
Lord. Wherefore confort one another with these words." 1
Thess. 4:13-18. p. 21, Para. 2, [HOPE].

These words of Paul are very inmportant in the bearing they
have on the subject of the true gospel hope. Let us | ook
carefully at what is enbodied in Paul's preface to the
grand statenent he here nakes. 1. W learn that those he
addresses were sorrowi ng |ike those who had no hope. 2.
That the reason why they were thus sorrow ng was because
t hey were ignorant concerning their friends who had died.
3. He tells them he would not have themignorant, which
proves conclusively that he was not ignorant concerning
them 4. Having intimated to themthat they were ignorant
concerning their friends, that he was not ignorant, and
that he would not |eave themin ignorance, he could not
di scharge his duty as a faithful apostle of Christ, unless
he should wite in such a manner as to renove all their
i gnorance on t he subject, and place the true grounds of
hope before them p. 22, Para. 1, [HOPE].

But what, under these circunstances, does he tell thenf
That their friends are in Heaven, receiving their reward?
That they are already happy in the full fruition of their
hope? No! he has no such statenment to make; but, that the
Lord is comng to raise their friends fromthe dead, and
take themup, with the living saints, to neet the Lord in
the air when he cones, to be forever with him And he



concl udes by saying, "Werefore confort one another with
these words." This, then, is the true hope, and the confort
he gives to relieve their sorrow. p. 22, Para. 2, [HOPE].

The bel oved apostl e John says, "Behold what manner of | ove
t he Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not,
because it knew himnot. Bel oved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we
know t hat, when he shall appear, we shall be like him for
we shall see himas he is. And every man that hath this
hope in himpurifieth hinself, even as he is pure.” 1 John
3:1-3. Here, again, we are pointed to the comng of Chri st
as the time of the realization of the hope. p. 23, Para.
1, [ HOPE].

PROM SE OF LIFE. p. 23, Para. 2, [HOPE].

W have already shown that eternal life is one feature of
the Christian's hope, fromthe fact that we nust be nade
imortal before we can inherit the kingdom of God. p. 23,
Para. 3, [HOPE]

But, if we are imortal by creation, and have a principle
in us that cannot die, and that is ever conscious, how can
we be said to be hoping for eternal life? If man is in
possessi on of such a principle, an imortal soul or spirit,
he nmust then live eternally. If he already actually
possesses eternal life, howis it that he is hoping for it?
Paul says, "What a man seeth why doth he yet hope for? But
if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience

wait for it." Rom 8:24. As eternal life is a matter of
hope, the Christian is waiting for it. This is all plain,
for eternal life is yet a matter of prom se. John says,

"And this is the promi se that he hath prom sed us, even
eternal life." 1 John 2:25. p. 23, Para. 4, [HOPE].

And at this juncture, we will | ook at sonme of the prom ses
of eternal |ife. Paul says of the righteous judgnment of
God: "Who will render to every man according to his deeds;
to them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for

glory, honor, and immrtality, eternal life." Rom 2:6,7.
To evade the force of such testinony, sone have said,
"Eternal Iife neans a holy life." The above text shows that
eternal lifeis a reward to be given to the obedient.

Patient continuance in well doing is a holy life, while
eternal lifeis the reward for leading a holy life. p. 24,



Para. 1, [HOPE].

The | awyer who cane to Christ inquired, "Wat good thing

shall | do that I may have eternal |ife?" Matt. 19:16. O,
as Luke records it, "What shall | do to inherit eterna
life?" Luke 10:25. Jesus answers, "If thou wilt enter into

life, keep the commandnments." What the saints receive by
inheritance is their reward, and that is not bestowed here,
but beyond the Judgnent; "Know ng that of the Lord ye shal
receive the reward of the inheritance; for ye serve the
Lord Christ." Col. 3:24. p. 24, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Jesus enphatically states that eternal life belongs to the
world to cone. "And Jesus answered and said, "Verily | say
unto you, there is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or nother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for ny sake, and the gospel's, but he
shall receive an hundred-fold nowin this tine, houses, and
brethren, and sisters, and nothers, and children, and
| ands, with persecutions; and in the world to cone eternal
life." Mark 10:29,30. p. 24, Para. 3, [HOPE.

Paul speaks very explicitly on the time and nmanner of
receiving eternal life. "Fight the good fight of faith, |ay
hold on eternal |ife; whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession before many w t nesses. |
give thee charge in the sight of God, who qui ckeneth al
t hi ngs, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate
w t nessed a good confession; that thou keep this
commandnent wi t hout spot, unrebukable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Tim 6:12-14. They are
exhorted to faithful ness until Jesus cones, because that is
the tinme when the reward will be bestowed. He states
farther down, in the sane chapter, "Charge themthat are
rich in this world, that they be not highm nded, nor trust
in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us
richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to
comuni cate; laying up in store for thenmsel ves a good
foundation against the tinme to cone, that they nmay lay hold
on eternal life." Verses 17-19. The time to conme, when they
lay hold on eternal |ife, verse 19, is the sane as the
appearing of Christ, verse 14. That is the tine, as we are
show ng, when the reward shall be given. p. 25, Para. 1
[ HOPE] .

Paul , al so, when speaking of his own reward, |ocates it at



Christ's comng: "For | amnow ready to be offered, and the
time of nmy departure [death] is at hand. | have fought a
good fight, | have finished ny course, | have kept the
faith; henceforth [fromthe tinme of his death] there is
laid up for ne a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give nme at that day; and not to
me only, but unto all themalso that |ove his appearing." 2
Tim 4:6-8. This shows clearly that the crown (reward) of

ri ghteousness is to be bestowed at the appearing of Jesus
Christ. This crown of righteousness is called "the crown of
life." "Blessed is the man that endureth tenptation; for
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promsed to themthat |Iove him" Janmes 1:12.
See also 1 Cor. 9:25; 1 Pet. 5:4. p. 25, Para. 2, [HOPE]

Anot her clear prom se of eternal |life is recorded by the
bel oved John: "And this is the Father's will which hath
sent nme, that of all which he hath given ne | should | ose
not hi ng, but should raise it up again at the |ast day. And
this is the will of himthat sent ne, that every one which
seeth the Son, and believeth on him may have everl asting
life; and I will raise himup at the last day." John
6: 39,40. Wherein lies the danger of Christ |osing those the
Fat her has given hin? It seens fromthe reading of the
above text that if he does not raise themup fromthe dead
at the last day, they will be lost. But it is the Father's
will that they should have eternal |ife, so they will not
be lost, for Christ will raise themup at the last day, to
give themeternal life. p. 26, Para. 1, [HOPE].

In verse 47, we read, "Verily, | say unto you, He that
believeth on ne hath everlasting life." But, say you, this
text states that we already have eternal |ife. How, then,

can it be a matter of hope? We have it by hope, or in
prospect, the same as the apostle says, "W are saved by
hope.” Rom 8:24. Sone urge that this and simlar texts
prove that we have already entered upon eternal life, and
hence are possessors of imortality. To claimfrom such
texts that we have by nature an imortal part, is
inconsistent; for the eternal |ife spoken of in these texts
is obtained by believing. "He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life." p. 26, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Verse 54: "\Woso eateth ny flesh and drinketh ny bl ood
hath eternal life, and | will raise himup at the |ast
day." Here, again, those who take hold of the nmerits of
Christ's bl ood becone subjects of eternal life and wll be



raised fromthe dead to receive that eternal life at the

| ast day. If they are not raised up, as before shown, they
will be |ost. See, also, John 3:36, and 5:39,40. But, it is
urged, if it is true that we only have eternal |ife by
faith, why is it said so positively, "hath eternal life"?
We read (1 John 5:12), "He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life." Let verse
11 explain: "And this is the record, that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." W now see
how t he believer hath eternal life. He is not said to be

al ready absolutely in possession of it; but this life is
"in his Son." As if a person should say he had a thousand
dol l ars, when he had only a draft for that anount, the
noney being in the bank, yet he says he has the noney,
because when pay day cones he is so sure the draft wll
draw t he noney fromthe bank. p. 27, Para. 1, [HOPE].

So with those who conply with the conditions of the

prom se of eternal |life, they have a sure prom se that they
shall have eternal life, if faithful, at the |last day. They
have eternal life, but it is their wealth in the bank of

Heaven, while they have in their possession Heaven's draft
(a sure prom se) and the earnest of the Spirit, a wtness
of their acceptance by the Lord. Wen pay day (the com ng
of Christ) cones, they will becone possessors of the true
heavenly riches, and receive "the crown of life" -- the
"incorruptible” inheritance. "Ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with himin glory." Col
3:3,4. CQur eternal life is in God, because he "only hath
immortality.” He is the only source fromwhence we can

receive life eternal. It is said to be "with Christ,"
because upon hi m has been conferred, by his Father, the
right of bestowing inmmortality and eternal |ife upon al

that accept and believe on the Son and obey God. "As thou
hast given himpower over all flesh that he should give
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him" John 17: 2.
"As the Father hath life in hinself, so hath he given to
the Son to have life in hinself; and hath given him
authority to execute judgnent al so, because he is the Son
of man." John 5:26. Through Christ, then, we shall, at the
com ng of Christ, and the resurrection, receive eterna
life fromthe Father, and in no text is it said that we
shall receive eternal |ife at any other tinme or by any

ot her neans. p. 27, Para. 2, [HOPE]

TIME OF REWARD. p. 28, Para. 1, [HOPE].



The words of Christ recorded in Luke are very significant
in their bearing on the tinme of reward. He had been bidden
to a feast: "Then said he also to himthat bade him Wen
t hou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor
thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich nei ghbors;
| est they also bid thee again, and a reconpense be nade
t hee. But when thou nmakest a feast, call the poor, the
mai med, the lane, the blind; and thou shalt be bl essed; for
t hey cannot reconpense thee; for thou shalt be reconpensed
at the resurrection of the just." Luke 14:12-14. The above
is decidedly plaininits statenent, w thout conment. It
shows clearly that the resurrection is the tinme of reward.
p. 29, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Anot her testinony of Christ on the tine of reward is found
in his reply to Peter's inquiry as to what the disciples
were to have. "Then answered Peter and said unto him
Behol d, we have forsaken all, and foll owed thee; what shal
we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them Verily, | say
unto you, That ye which have followed ne, in the
regenerati on when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel."” Matt. 19:27,28. There
can be no dispute but here was a plain question as to what
should be their reward. If it was the design of God that
t hey should receive a reconpense at death, here was
certainly a favorable opportunity to tell themso, for
their mnds were stirred up to the question. p. 29, Para.
2, [ HOPE].

Does the Saviour's answer intimte anything contrary to
what we have al ready presented? Nay, verily; but when the
Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, they shal
receive their reward. p. 29, Para. 3, [HOPE].

But we learn nore of this in Matthew s record of Christ's
words. "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory; and before himshall be gathered al
nations; and he shall separate themone fromanother, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep fromthe goats. And he shal
set the sheep on the right hand, but the goats on the left.
Then shall the King say unto themon his right hand, Cone,
ye bl essed of ny Father, inherit the ki ngdom prepared for
you fromthe foundation of the world." Matt. 25:31-34. W
suppose this will be at his literal second com ng, for that



is the time when he comes with all the holy angels with
him See Matt. 24:31. p. 30, Para. 1, [HOPE].

But we will note Paul's testinony to the Romans: "For the
ear nest expectation [hope] of the creature waiteth for the
mani festation of the sons of God. For the creature was nade
subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of himwho
hat h subjected the sane in hope; because the creature
itself also shall be delivered fromthe bondage of
corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now, and not only they
[or that], but ourselves also, which have the first-fruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan wi thin ourselves,
waiting [to go to Heaven at death? no; but] for the
adoption, to wit, the redenption of our body." Rom 8:19-
23. p. 30, Para. 2, [HOPE]

The creature spoken of in these verses we understand to be
the saints of God. It cannot be the w cked, they have no
earnest expectation of what is here presented. Neither can
the creature be the beasts, as John Wesl ey thought, for
then it would prove that every beast of the whol e aninal
creation that ever existed would be delivered into the
ki ngdom of God. The saints of God are "waiting for the
mani festation [revelation] of the sons of God," that is,
for it to be made known who are the sons of God. As stated
in verse 23, they are waiting for "the redenption of our
body." That is, for the change of the body fromnortal to
immortal, at the comng of Christ, which, with the people
of God, will end creation's groan. p. 30, Para. 3, [HOPE]

He continues, "For we are saved by hope. But hope that is
seen is not hope; for what a man seeth, why doth he yet
hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we
Wth patience wait for it." Verses 24,25. By the above
testi nony, Paul plainly represents that the saint of God is
wai ting and hoping for his salvation, and redenption of the
body, by or through the resurrection. p. 31, Para. 1,

[ HOPE] .

Conpare the above with Paul's testinony to the

Phi l'i ppi ans: "For our conversation is in Heaven; from
whence al so we | ook for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Chri st;
who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashi oned
like unto his glorious body." Perhaps you are ready to
exclaimthat Christ cones at death. \Were, in all the



Bible, is there any authority for claimng that Chri st
cones at death? Sonetines, on funeral occasions, Mtt.
24:44, is quoted, and applied to death: "Be ye al so ready;
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man coneth."
Thus the Son of man is nade to nmean death, while the book
of God represents death as "the king of terrors.” See Job
18:14. p. 31, Para. 2, [HOPE].

CHRI ST'S COM NG Not DEATH. p. 31, Para. 3, [HOPE].

Did the disciples understand that Christ neant death when
he spake to them of his second com ng? W have a nost
forcible illustration of the fact that they did not so
understand it in Christ's words concerning the bel oved
di sciple: "Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple
whom Jesus | oved, follow ng (which also | eaned on his
breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that
betrayeth thee?) Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord,
and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him If | wll
that he tarry till | come, what is that to thee? foll ow
thou ne." Did they decide that John, the bel oved disciple,
was going to die soon? Let us see: "Then went this saying
abroad anong the brethren, that that disciple should not
die; yet Jesus said not unto him He shall not die; but, If
| will that he tarry till | cone, what is that to thee?"
Here is the nost positive evidence that the disciples of
Chri st understood his comng to refer to sonething besides
death. p. 32, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Calling death the com ng of Christ would nake an absurdity
of the testinony of Paul to the Philippians, quoted above;
for it would make him assert that our bodies were fashi oned
like unto Christ's glorious body when they go into the
grave. Paul was not expecting to go to Heaven at death, but
he was waiting for Christ to cone from Heaven. Not when his
body should go into the grave, but when the tine should
arrive for it to be changed and fashioned like Christ's
body. p. 32, Para. 2, [HOPE].

H s | anguage in the sane chapter plainly shows us what
encouraged himto | abor and suffer. "If by any neans |
m ght attain unto the resurrection of the dead." Verse 11.
The Greek termenployed in this text, and rendered
resurrection, is ex anastasis, which signifies a rising
fromthe dead, or, as Geek scholars say it mght be
rendered, "out from anong the dead."” Paul did not nerely
wsh to rise, but he wished to have a "part in the first



resurrection.” p. 32, Para. 3, [HOPE]

The testinony of Christ to his disciples as he was about
to | eave themis inportant, when considered in its bearings
upon this subject: "Little children, yet a little while |
amw th you. Ye shall seek ne; and, as | said unto the
Jews, Wiither | go, ye cannot conme, so now | say to you."
John 13:33. By | ooking at chap. 7:33,34, we shall see what
Christ had said unto the Jews: "Then said Jesus unto them
Yet a little while amI| with you, and then I go unto H m
that sent nme. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find nme; and
where | am thither ye cannot cone." The testinony of
Christ to the apostles, that they could not go with him
called forth earnest Peter, who said, "Lord, whither goest
t hou? Jesus answered him "Wither | go, thou canst not
follow me now, but thou shalt follow nme afterward. Peter
said unto him Lord, why cannot | follow thee now? | wll
lay dowmn ny life for thy sake. Jesus answered him WIt
thou lay down thy life for ny sake? Verily, verily, | say
unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied
me thrice." John 13:36-38. p. 33, Para. 1, [HOPE]

This testinony of Christ troubled the mnd of the
di sciples. p. 33, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Their hearts had been endeared to him by his many acts of
benevol ence, but now he tells themhe is going back to
Heaven -- going to return to his Father, and that they
cannot go. But he gives a word of consolation to cheer
their troubled hearts. "Let not your heart be troubled; ye
believe in God, believe also in nme. In ny Father's house

are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, | will conme again, and receive you

unto nyself, that where | am there ye may be al so." John
14:1-3. p. 33, Para. 3, [HOPE].

This text is often quoted: "I go to prepare a place for
you," "that where | am there ye may be al so," thus
designing to convey the idea that the saints go to be with
Christ at death. But the text presents no being with Christ
until he comes. "I will cone again, and receive you unto
nmyself." p. 34, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Janes says: "Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the
com ng of the Lord. Behold the husbandman waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, and hath | ong patience for it,



until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye al so
patient; stablish your hearts; for the comng of the Lord
draweth nigh." Janes 5:7,8. This text shows that, as the
husbandman reaps his harvest, so the people of God, the
wheat of the earth (Matt. 3:12), are to be gathered when
Christ cones. p. 34, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Peter bears an interesting testinony on the subject of the
hope as follows: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which, according to his abundant nercy, hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope [hope of life] by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ fromthe dead, to an
i nheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in Heaven for you, who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be
revealed in the last tine. p. 34, Para. 3, [HOPE].

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season (if
need be) ye are in heaviness through manifold tenptations;
that the trial of your faith, being much nore precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, m ght
be found unto praise, and honor, and glory, at the
appearing of Jesus Christ." 1 Pet. 1:3-7. Fromthe
testimony of Peter, we learn that the saints' inheritance
is reserved, to be revealed in the last tinme. Peter hinself
shows that the last tine is the comng of Christ. It is at
the com ng of Christ that the |lively hope, or hope of life,
is to be realized. p. 34, Para. 4, [HOPE].

In giving his charge to the elders, Peter uses words that
have an inportant bearing on this question also: "The
el ders which are anong you |I exhort, who am al so an el der,
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ; and also a
partaker of the glory that shall be reveal ed. Feed the
fl ock of God which is anbng you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready m nd; neither as being lord s over
God' s heritage, but being ensanples to the flock. And when
t he Chi ef Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away." 1 Pet. 5:1-4. p. 35, Para.
1, [ HOPE].

Christ is the Chief Shepherd; ministers of the truth are
under shepherds, called upon to | abor, endure, deny self,
and suffer for the good of the flock. To encourage themin
t he sel f-denying way, Peter points themto the great fact
that Christ, the "Chief Shepherd,” is to return; that, when



he returns, they shall "receive a crown of glory."” Then the
crown is not prom sed at death, but "at the appearing of
Jesus Christ." p. 35, Para. 2, [HOPE]

W have now shown that the unani mous testinony of the New
Testanent, as well as the dd, is, that at the com ng of
Christ is the time when the saints are to receive their
reward. p. 35, Para. 3, [HOPE].

The RESURRECTION. p. 36, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The manner in which the resurrection is treated in the
Bible, is such as to show that the dead are not rewarded,
or receiving the acconplishnent of their hope, between
death and the resurrection. W, of course, take the
position of a literal resurrection of the body. W will
exam ne still further upon this subject. W shall see that
this resurrection is not being brought up fromtheir
reward, but brought up in order to receive their reward.
p. 36, Para. 2, [HOPE].

There are sonme who tal k about the resurrection as the
rising of the soul fromthe body, at death, to Heaven; or
of the resurrection as a resurrection of the person froma
state of sinto alife of holiness. But the resurrection of
whi ch we speak, and what we understand the Bible to
present, is a resurrection of those who are asleep in
death. In claimng that the resurrection is literal, we
W sh to be understood. We claimthat the resurrection
brings up the nman, possessing the sane identity as the nman
that goes down into the grave. p. 36, Para. 3, [HOPE].

We shall not follow at |ength the finely-spun

phi | osophi cal argunment in regard to the passage of the
matter of one body into the fornmation of other bodies,
after deconposition. We consider it no objection to the

Bi bl e doctrine of the resurrection, 1. For the reason that
not a thousandth part of such a deconposed body ever
becomes an actual conponent part of another hunman body,
even on their own hypothesis. p. 36, Para. 4, [HOPE].

2. Because a substance |ost to our sight, may, under the
action of God's chem stry, be nade again to appear, as well
as for man, by his chemstry, to bring to light materi al
t hat has di sappeared from human sight. Notice the case of
silver dissolved in aqua fortis. Nothing is visible to
human si ght except what appears like mlky colored water. A



little common salt separates the silver fromthe sol ution
and causes it to fall on the bottom of the dish, from
whence it can be gathered again, and nelted, with but a
very slight loss of its former weight. So God nmay have
materials in his |aboratory that may be brought to bear to
cause the dead to live again. 3. W do not consider it
absol utely necessary to have every identical particle of
matter to produce the identical individual in the
resurrection. p. 36, Para. 5, [HOPE].

If the particles of matter of which Abraham |[|saac, and
Jacob, were conposed, have entered into the formati on of
ot her bodies, God has prom sed that they shall |ive again.
If in the resurrection three nen are brought up preserving
the identity of Abraham |saac, and Jacob, they will be
Abr aham |saac, and Jacob, and no one el se in the universe;
for they will think the sane thoughts which they thought,
remenber that they had perforned the same acts which they
had performed in their lives, and realize that they are the
same beings that (as it seens to then), a short tine
before, were struggling in the agonies of death. p. 37,
Para. 1, [HOPE]

The same cl ass of reasoners who claimthat the matter of
our bodies enters into the formation of other bodi es when
deconposed, contend that there is a constant change goi ng
on while we are still living. p. 37, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Some claimthat our bodies are all renewed about once in
t he space of seven years. According to their reasoning, ny
body has been changed about five tines since the period of

my renmenbrance. But still | amconscious that | amthe sane
being that | was before. Wat produces this consci ousness?
| answer, The nmenory of those events connected with ny past
life. p. 37, Para. 3, [HOPE].

The objector may claimthat the identity is preserved by
the soul, and that although the body changes, the m nd does
not lose its identity, and that it never ceases to think.
This is not the fact. There are scores of cases on record,
where persons have |lost their identity, and in fact al
consci ousness, for days, weeks, and even nonths, through
di sease of the body or injury of the brain, and when the
heal thy action of the brain was restored, their identity
was al so restored. | have roomto insert but one case here,
which was related to nme by WIIiam Hunphrey, of East
Townsend, Huron Co., Ohio, in August, 1858. He said to ne,



one evening, at the close of a lecture on this subject,

"El der, you have expl ai ned to-ni ght ei ghteen days of ny
life that | never knew what to do with before.” Wy, said
|, howis that? He said, "Wen | was about eighteen years
of age, | was working in a turning shop in the town of
Goshen, Litchfield Co., Conn. | was engaged one day in
turning a | arge wooden drum wheel for a shingle machine. |
had nearly finished the job, when a young | ady cane in who
worked in the house of ny enpl oyer, and asked, 'Wat are
you doing, Bill? | answered, Wait a mnute, and | wll
show you. | was going to start the | athe and sand- paper off
the drum which conpleted the job. |I carelessly hoisted the
gate and let the water on to the water wheel; but perceived
| had too nuch notion on the lathe. p. 38, Para. 1,

[ HOPE] .

I thought, I will go and shut the gate; but at that
instant, the drum burst into four pieces, and a piece
wei ghi ng about sixty pounds struck nme on the breast,
shoul der, and head, dislocating ny shoul der, breaking the
coll ar bone twi ce, and crushing ny right tenple so that the
skul | bones were badly depressed upon the brain. | was
taken into the house for dead. Physicians said it was
usel ess to undertake to trepan ne, as | could not live. MWy
skull was so badly fractured they could not raise it from
the brain. | lay unconscious of all around nme, yet taking
some nourishnment in the shape of gruel, which I swall owed
when placed into ny nouth. By the eighteenth day, the edges
of the skull had knit together, the inflanmation had
subsi ded, and consci ousness returned, of which |I had been
deprived during this whole period. | called out, Shut that
gate; for the last |I renenbered was starting to shut the
gate. Since that tinme when | have heard it preached that
the m nd of man exists independent of the body, and never
| oses its consciousness, | would think of these eighteen
days, and | could not harnonize the two. But," said he,
"It's all straight now" p. 38, Para. 2, [HOPE]

The body preserves its identity. Although changes are
taking place in the body, it is a gradual process. A mnute
cell -structure is broken down and destroyed, but
i medi ately a new one takes its place, and so gradual is
the process, that scars and nmarks on the body still renain.
| have scars on ny hands that were wounds thirty years ago.
| do not urge this to prove that ny body contains the
identical particles of matter it did then, but it does
prove that although the particles of which ny body is



conposed may have been changed several tines, there is an
identity in the arrangenent of the particles of the body.
We neet a friend whomwe have not seen in years, and yet we
instantly recogni ze each other's countenances, though
unexpectedly neeting. Howis this, if in the change of
particles the body does not preserve its identity? p. 39,
Para. 1, [HOPE]

So in the resurrection, an identity of arrangenent in
man's organism wth what it was at his death, wll
constitute the identical man. He will | ook as he | ooked,
t hink as he thought, renmenber having perfornmed the sane
acts which he perforned before his death. In God' s book,
all our nenbers are witten. Ps. 139:16. p. 39, Para. 2,
[ HOPE] .

But, as we have said before, with God's chem stry brought
to bear, for aught we know, the essential particles my be
produced. If it was left to us to raise the dead, of course
we mght say, "It can't be done."” God has not |eft that for
us to do, but proposes to raise themhinself; and we do not
conceive it to be any greater act of his power to raise nman
again than to create himat first. p. 40, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Cavilers on this subject are well represented by Paul, who
says, "Sonme man will say, How are the dead raised up?" To
such, we reply, They are raised by the power of God. Says
Christ, "God is able of these stones to raise up children
unto Abraham "™ And to the Sadducees, who are objecting to
the resurrection, he said, "Ye do err, not know ng the
Scriptures, nor the power of God." It is a |lanentable fact,
that even a great portion of the professed church of
Christ, at the present day, deny the doctrine of the
literal resurrection of the body, a doctrine so plainly
taught by the Bible. p. 40, Para. 2, [HOPE].

But we will notice a few nore scriptures on the subject of
the resurrection -- scriptures of such character as to show
us that there is no reward at death, and that w thout the
resurrection there would be a failure of receiving the
reward. p. 40, Para. 3, [HOPE].

John gives an account of the sickness, death, and
resurrection, of Lazarus. "After that he saith unto them
Qur friend Lazarus sleepeth: but | go that I may awake him
out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep,
he shall do well." John 11:11. They supposed there was a



favorabl e turn of the disease if he could rest. "Then said
Jesus unto themplainly, Lazarus is dead. And | amglad for
your sakes that | was not there, to the intent ye nmay
believe." Verses 14,15. He was going to raise Lazarus,

whi ch woul d strengthen their faith, that they m ght
believe. As they cane near Bethany, Martha, the sister of
Lazarus, net Jesus, and said, "Lord, if thou hadst been
here, ny brother had not died. But | know that even now,
what soever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.
Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. Murtha
saith unto him | know that he shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, | amthe
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in nme, though
he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever |iveth and
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?"
Verses 21-26. p. 41, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The idea we get fromthe above, by conmparing it with the
statenents of other scriptures, is this: Martha had carried
the attention of Christ over to the | ast day. Jesus gives
her to understand that he is the power of the resurrection,
and that, at the | ast day, those who were dead, believers
in him should rise, and those who were alive, and believed
in him should not die. As Paul states, They will be
"changed in a nmonent," fromnortal to imortal. p. 41
Para. 2, [HOPE]

Jesus, with the two sisters of Lazarus, cane weeping to
the grave. After praying to his Father, he turns his
attention to the grave, and cries, "Lazarus, cone forth"!
To suit theories of the present tine, he should have cried,
Oimmrtal spirit of Lazarus, cone down from Heaven, and
animate this lifeless clay! But we get no intimation from
hi s | anguage that Lazarus cane from any place but the
grave. p. 41, Para. 3, [HOPE]

THE STATE OfF THE DEAD. p. 42, Para. 1, [HOPE].

It is said by sone that death is the separation of sou
and body, and that the resurrection is the reuniting of
soul and body; but we see no such | anguage here. Lazarus
was asl eep. Christ went to awake hi mout of sleep, and
said, "Lazarus, conme forth." Certainly it would | ook crue
to call his imortal spirit fromits reward, to cone down
and rai se the body, and be subjected again to all the evils
of this world. p. 42, Para. 2, [HOPE]



John M Iton, author of "Paradise Lost,” in his "Treatise
of Christian Doctrine," says of this text: "If the soul of
Lazarus, that is, if Lazarus hinself, was not wthin the
grave, why did Christ call on the |ifeless body, which
could not hear? If it were the soul which he addressed, why
did he call it froma place where it was not? Had he
intended to intimate that the soul was separate fromthe
body, he would have directed his eyes to the quarter from
whence the soul of Lazarus might be expected to return,
namely, from Heaven; for to call fromthe grave what is not
there, is |like seeking the living anong the dead, which the
angel reprehended as ignorance in the disciples. Luke 24:5.
The sane is apparent in raising the widow s son. Luke
7:14." p. 42, Para. 3, [HOPE].

Again, in showng that the resurrection is a resurrection
froma bodily death, he says, "The death of the body is the
| oss or extinction of life. The common definition, which
supposes it to consist in the separation of soul and body,
is inadm ssible. For what part of man is it that dies when
this separation takes place? Is it the soul? This will not
be admtted by the supporters of the above definition. Is
it then the body? But how can that be said to die, which
never had any life of itself? Therefore, the separation of
soul and body cannot be called the death of man." p. 42,
Para. 4, [HOPE]

He himself quotes from his "Paradi se Lost" the sane
sentiment: . . . . "It was but breath O life that sinned;
what dies but what had |ife And sin? the body properly had
neither. Al of ne then shall die: let this appease The
doubt, since human reach no further knows." -- Paradi se
Lost, book x.p.788. p. 43, Para. 1, [HOPE]

Ezeki el's account of the resurrection shows that after the
bones had cone together, bone to its bone, and the sinews,
fl esh, and skin, covered them above, they still | acked
life. He does not prophesy to immortal souls to conme and
ani mate t hose bodies, but the breath conmes "fromthe four
wi nds," and the Spirit of God enters them and they I|ive.
Eze. 37. p. 43, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Paul ' s reasoning in Corinthians shows nost concl usively
that the dead are not rewarded, as, also, that there nust
be a literal resurrection of the dead or there will be no
future life, and we will be left without a hope beyond this
life. He says, "And if Christ be not raised, your faith is



vain; ye are yet in your sins. p. 43, Para. 3, [HOPE].

Then they al so which are fallen asleep in Christ are

peri shed.” Verses 17,18. On this text, Dr. Bloonfield, who
has been terned Engl and's brightest schol ar, says: "They
perish. As if he had said, There is an end of them and al

t heir hopes." O shausen, in his comments upon it, takes
occasion to say: "The doctrine of the imuortality of the
soul, and the name, are alike unknown to the entire Bible."
p. 43, Para. 4, [HOPE].

Paul continues: "If inthis life only we have hope in
Christ, we are of all nmen nost m serable.” Verse 19. This
| anguage shows nost conclusively that, if there is no
resurrection, the Christian's hope is all confined to this
life. So he says, in verse 32, "If after the manner of nen
| have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it
me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to-
nmorrow we die." He could see no advantage in obeying God
unless there is to be a resurrection. The Epi cureans of
that tinme, who believed in no future state, who sought
their pleasure here, had this notto, "Eat and drink; for
to-nmorrow we die." Leaving the doctrine of the
resurrection, Paul would join the Epicureans, in their
saying, "Eat and drink; for to-nmorrow we die." W could
ask a plainer testinony to show that Paul viewed the
consunmati on of his hope as beyond the resurrection of the
dead? p. 44, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The JUDGVENT. p. 44, Para. 2, [HOPE].

We have al ready quoted many texts showi ng that the hope is
not consunmmated till Christ appears; but there is another
consi deration which has quite a bearing upon this subject.
It is p. 44, Para. 3, [HOPE].

THE TIME O THE JUDGVENT. p. 44, Para. 4, [HOPE].

Many, in their theories at the present tine, claimthat
"at death the souls of all nen go immedi ately to Heaven
and are judged; those found worthy of Heaven are permtted
to remain, while the souls of the wicked are thrust down to
hell, to receive their punishnment. At the tine of Christ's
second advent, the souls of the righteous, which have been
happy in Heaven, receiving their reward, perhaps thousands
of years, are called together; then the souls of the
w cked, which have been wailing in tornents, perhaps the



same length of time, are summoned to appear before God. The
several bodi es which were tenanted by these souls while
living here, are then raised fromthe dead; the souls are
united with them and again they stand before God." For
what? We are inforned that the day has cone that God
appointed, in which to judge the world, and these souls
nmust there stand and receive their doom or the wel cone,
"Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."” p. 45, Para. 1

[ HOPE] .

What necessity is there of judging these persons at the
resurrection, if judgnent was passed upon them at death,
and they have been receiving their reward or punishnment for
t housands of years? Can it be that an all-w se Being has
made an oversight, and that they are judged again, to
detect errors that nay have been nade at the first
sentence? Who woul d dare take such a position? p. 45,
Para. 2, [HOPE]

But we inquire, Do the Scriptures state that nen are
judged at deat h? We know of but one text that is brought
forward to substantiate that point, and that text does not
affirmthat the dead are judged at death. p. 45, Para. 3,
[ HOPE] .

It is Heb. 9:27,28: "And as it is appointed unto nmen once
to die, but after this the Judgnent; so Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto themthat | ook
for himshall he appear the second tine wthout sin unto
salvation." This text does not state that they are judged
as soon as they die. If they are judged at death, we should
expect that they would imedi ately enter upon their reward,
but the text tells us that Christ will appear the second
time unto -- or for their -- salvation. If the position
were correct, that all nen are judged at death, how can it
be said, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
tenptations, and to reserve the unjust to the day of
Judgnent to be punished"? 2 Pet. 2:9. If nen are judged at
death, then we have been in the Judgnent since the first
man di ed, and there would be no propriety in the apostle's
pointing to a Judgnment day in the future, as nen are being
judged all the tinme. Paul "reasoned of righteousness,

t enperance, and judgnent to cone." Acts 24:25. p. 45,
Para. 4, [HOPE]

John says: "The seventh angel sounded," and voices were
heard declaring, "and Thy wath is cone, and the tine of



t he dead, that they should be judged, and that thou

shoul dest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and
to the saints, and to themthat fear thy nane, small and
great."” Rev. 11:15-18. Here we see that the tinme of
judgnment is at the time when the reward shall be given. The
reward i s not given at death, but at the comng of Christ.
p. 46, Para. 1, [HOPE].

There is no promise in the Bible of a reward at death, and
but one text we know of that could be clainmed as such a
prom se, that is Rev. 2:10: "Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life." p. 46, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .

This text is not speaking of the tinme of the reward, but
is a sure prom se that they shall have a reward. The death
here, you will notice, is a death by violence fromthe hand
of their persecutors. It is not, "Be faithful until you
die," but, "Be thou faithful unto death.” Be faithful,

t hough by so doing it costs you your lives. Be willing to
"l ose" your lives for Christ's sake, and ye shall keep them
"unto |life eternal.” So this text is only an assurance of

the certainty of the reward, without direct reference to
the tine when it shall be given. If we wish to know when
the reward shall be given, we may learn it abundantly from
ot her scriptures. Paul tells us to whomcrowns w || be

gi ven, and when. "Henceforth [fromthe tinme of his death]
there is laid up for ne a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give ne in that day; and
not to nme only, but unto all themalso that |ove his
appearing.” 2 Tim 4:8. This explains the promse to the
Snyrna church. A crown of |life is prom sed them and they
will receive it at the appearing of Jesus. Christ's own

| anguage accords with this when speaking of the tine of
reconpense: "Thou shalt be reconpensed at the resurrection
of the just." Luke 14:14. p. 46, Para. 3, [HOPE].

The judgnment of the righteous is prior to their reward,
and according to Peter's testinony it is just prior to the
comng of Christ, and the end of all things. Speaking of
t he wi cked, he says: "Wo shall give account to Hmthat is
ready to judge the quick and the dead. For, for this cause
was t he gospel preached also to themthat are dead, that
t hey m ght be judged according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit. But the end of al
things is at hand." 1 Pet. 4:5-7. p. 47, Para. 1, [HOPE].



We do not understand fromthis that the end of all things
was at hand when Peter wote, but that the righteous dead
wi Il be judged when the end of all things is at hand, just
before the comng of Christ. p. 47, Para. 2, [HOPE].

The testinmony of Janmes is in point here, as having a
beari ng upon the subject of the Judgnent: "Be patient,
therefore, brethren, unto the com ng of the Lord. Behol d,
t he husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth,
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early
and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts;
for the comng of the Lord draweth nigh. G udge not one
agai nst anot her, brethren, |est ye be condemmed; behol d,

t he Judge standeth before the door." Janes 5:7-9. This
| ocates the judgnent of God's people just before Chri st
comes. p. 48, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Paul, in his |ast solem charge to Tinothy, says: "I
charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge [all men at death? no, but] the
qui ck and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom" 2
Tim 4:1. Wiy not charge himin view of his death? Because
that is not the tinme of judgnent and reconpense. p. 48,
Para. 2, [HOPE]

After giving this nost solem charge, Paul says: "For | am
now ready to be offered, and the tine of ny departure
[death] is at hand. | have fought a good fight, | have
finished ny course, |I have kept the faith." The senti nent
of many at the present tinme would be, Paul, you will go
right to Heaven. But |et us hear what Paul says on the
subject: "Henceforth there is laid up for ne a crown of
ri ght eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shal
give ne [at death? no, but] at that day; and not to ne
only, but unto all themalso that |ove his appearing.”
Verses 6-8. p. 48, Para. 3, [HOPE].

My fellow Christian, you and I, each of us, want a crown;
but if | supposed that the day of Paul's death was the tine
that crowns were given to all, | should despair of ever
getting one. The day spoken of above is the day of the
Lord's appearing. Then the righteous of all ages will be
made perfect at once. p. 48, Para. 4, [HOPE].

W read an interesting testinony bearing upon the subject
of the Judgnment and tinme of reward in Rev. 20: "And | saw
thrones, and they sat upon them and judgnment was given



unto them and | saw the souls of themthat were beheaded
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and

whi ch had not worshi ped the beast, neither his inmage,

nei ther had received his mark upon their foreheads, nor in
their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a

t housand years." Here we see that the judgnent of God's
people is just prior to the comng of Christ to raise the
dead, at the commencenent of the thousand years. He
continues: "But the rest of the dead |ived not again until
t he thousand years were finished. This [which he had

al ready described] is the first resurrection. Blessed and
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection; on
such the second death hath no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with hima
t housand years." Verses 5,6. p. 49, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Fromthe above testinony it seens that the persons who are
participants in the first resurrection are thereby exenpt
fromthe second death, and permitted to go to be with
Christ, and ever to reign with him By this act of their
being raised in the first resurrection, it is manifest to
all who are the "blessed and holy.” W fail to see the
force of this scripture, if they had been, sone of them
with Christ, receiving their reward for thousands of years.
p. 49, Para. 2, [HOPE].

The DEAD ARE NOT BEI NG REWARDED. p. 49, Para. 3, [HOPE].

W see clearly that the state of the dead is not one in

which they are rewarded. Should it still be objected that
men are consci ous between the death and resurrection of the
body, still they are without reward, and "if the dead rise

not, then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished.” There are sonme texts fromwhich it has been
inferred that there is consciousness and reward in death.
These are all noticed, answered, and successfully
harnoni zed with the view we are here advocating. See | arger
works on imortality published at the Review Ofice, Battle
Creek, Mch. In our |imted space here we shall sinply pass
to notice matters and texts of a positive character,
instead of nmere inference. p. 50, Para. 1, [HOPE].

W have al ready shown that Paul told his brethren to
confort thensel ves, when bereft of their friends, wth the
com ng of Christ and the resurrection. 1 Thess. 4:18. Dear
reader, are these words of confort to you? Not if you
cherish the sentinent that death sets the Christian free,



and sends his soul to bliss and happiness. | presune if you
cherish such a sentinment, you have been ready to exclaim

| ong before reading this page, Wat a gl oony doctri ne!

True, death is a gloony picture when viewed w thout the
light of the resurrection. As Job says, it is "the | and of
dar kness, as darkness itself." But Christ has brought life
tolight. He is comng again, to "proclaimliberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to themthat are
bound."” p. 50, Para. 2, [HOPE].

So if there is no appearing of Christ, there will be no
resurrection. If no resurrection, no eternal life; yea, no
reward. Faith, then, in the com ng of Jesus and the
resurrection, attributes to Christ the work he clains as
his. If we believe the Scripture doctrine, that then life
is to be obtained, it throws a radiant glory |ike norning
sunlight around that event. But if we incorporate into the
itens of our faith the sentinent that the saint goes to his
reward at death, we at once destroy the force of the
doctrine of the com ng of Christ and the resurrection. p.
50, Para. 3, [HOPE].

If we believe that the reward is given to the saints at
deat h, what would be the force of the doctrine of Christ's
comng to reward the saints? To illustrate: Suppose a man
in London was ow ng you half a mllion of dollars that had
fallen to you. He prom ses to neet you in New York city on
a certain day, and pay you that sum of course your m nd
will be fixed on the point of tinme when he is comng to New
York. But if it so happens that you go to London and get
t he noney before the day arrives, it entirely supersedes
the necessity of the man's comng to New York, as the sole
object for which he is com ng has been acconplished in sone
ot her way. p. 51, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The Scriptures represent, as we have previously quoted,
that Christ is comng to reward his saints. But if they go
to himand get their reward, | fail to see the necessity of
his coming to "reward every man according to his works."

p. 51, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Paul , to the Hebrews, says: "And as it is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the Judgnent; so Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto themthat
| ook for himshall he appear the second tine w thout sin
unto salvation."™ Heb. 9:27,28. p. 51, Para. 3, [HOPE]



This is conclusive evidence that the time of Christ's
comng is the tinme of reward. In the el eventh chapter
after speaki ng of Abraham |saac, Jacob, and Sarah, he
says: "Therefore sprang there even of one, and himas good
as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in nultitude, and
as the sand which is by the sea shore innunerable. These
all died in faith, not having received the prom ses, but
havi ng seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them and
enbraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.” Heb. 11:12,13. These surely did not
receive their reward either in their life-tinme, or at their
death. He continues to say: "The tinme would fail ne to tel
of G deon, and of Barak, and of Sanson, and of Jepthae; of
Davi d al so, and Sanuel, and of the prophets: who through
faith subdued ki ngdons, w ought righteousness, obtained
prom ses, stopped the nouths of |ions, quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned
to flight the armes of the aliens. Wnen received their
dead raised to |life again; and others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance: that they mght obtain a better
resurrection: and others had trial of cruel nockings and
scourgi ngs, yea, noreover, of bonds and inprisonnent: they
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tenpted, were
slain with the sword; they wandered about in sheepskins,
and goat skins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented (of
whom t he world was not worthy); they wandered in deserts,
and in nmountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.”
Verses 32-38. p. 51, Para. 4, [HOPE].

Of such godly characters as just described, if there is
such a thing as entering upon reward at death, we should
conclude it would certainly be their lot. p. 52, Para. 1
[ HOPE] .

The prom se here spoken of, as we saw in the exam nation
of Heb. 6:17,18, relates to the future reward -- to the
hope. Paul closes the brief statement concerning the
anci ent worthies, who surround us as a cloud of w tnesses
for faith, not by telling of their flight to glory and
reward, but, "And these all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the prom se: God having
provi ded sone better thing for us, that they w thout us
shoul d not be made perfect."” Verses 39,40. So we see God's
plan is, the better thing, that all his people shall be
rewarded at once. p. 52, Para. 2, [HOPE].



Do you nmarvel that so many professing Christians of the
present tinme see no force in the doctrine of the second
comng of Christ, and manifest no nore care in regard to
t hat event, while they cherish a sentinent which robs the
doctrine of Christ's coming of all its force and beauty?
They claimthat they have i mortal souls, and shall enter
upon a reward at death, and possess eternal |ife whether
Christ comes or not. W would ask such, who nay read these
pages, to candidly reflect upon the words of Paul: "The
gift of God is eternal |life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
The Lord help us to realize it; to be thoroughly in earnest
in the work of seeking for inmmortality, and patiently wait
the return of our Lord, that we nmay receive a crown of
life. p. 53, Para. 1, [HOPE].

HADES And PARADISE. p. 53, Para. 2, [HOPE].

But some assert that though the Scriptures do not teach
that men are judged, or rewarded, at death, yet still they
nmust be consci ous sonewhere. John Wesley was of that class,
as may p. 53, Para. 3, [HOPE]

p. 53, Para. 5, [HOPE].

be seen by reading in his sernon on Dives and Lazarus. He
says: "It is indeed very generally supposed that the souls
of good nen, as soon as they are discharged fromthe body,
go directly to Heaven; but this is contrary to the
Scriptures, for Christ said to Mary, three days after his
death (at the time of his resurrection), 'Touch ne not; for
| am not yet ascended to ny Father.'" p. 53, Para. 5,

[ HOPE] .

Probably Wesley's position on this nmatter was simlar to
that of Harbaugh in his Doctrine of a Future Life. He
i ntroduces a chapter on this subject with the foll ow ng
verse:-- p. 53, Para. 6, [HCPE].

"O, see! An awmful world is this Were spirits are
detained. It's half a Heaven And half a hell! What horrid
m xture here! | see before ne and along the edge O rayl ess
night, on either side, the shade O spirits nove; as yet
unj udged, undooned, O unrewarded. Sonme do seemto hope;
Sonme sit in gloom sone walk in dark suspense; Sone agoni ze
to change their state. Ch! say, Is all this real, or but a
nmonstrous drean?" -- Harbaugh on the Future Life, vol. i.
p.106. p. 53, Para. 7, [ HOPE]



It seens to us nost appropriate, at the end of this poetic
stretch of fancy, to say, Echo says, "A MONSTROUS dream "
p. 53, Para. 8, [HOPE].

W are gravely told by sone that the Jews believed the
state of the dead to be one in which neither righteous nor
Wi cked were receiving reward or puni shnent, but were, as a
m ni ster once stated to ne in Ghio, "like a prisoner in
Huron County jail, awaiting his trial."” It is said that the
Hebrew word sheol, corresponding to the G eek hades, refers
to the state of the dead, and that, according to Josephus
testi nony on hades, the Jews believed that it consisted of
two apartnents, one in which were the w cked; not receiving
their punishnment, but with fearful forebodings of the
future, and renorse over the past, they were awaiting the
Judgnent. And that the other apartnent of hades was the
Par adi se of the Bible, in which the righteous are
reflecting on the bl essings of the past, and with a
pl easi ng prospect of future joys, anticipate the decision
of the Judgnent upon their cases. p. 53, Para. 9, [HOPE].

Josephus does not say, as it reads in his history, whether
this was the Jewi sh sentinment or his own sentinent. | have
heard it stated, on what seened |ike very good authority,
that the nore anci ent manuscripts of Josephus do not
contain this statement concerning Paradi se being a part of
hades, &c., and that it crept into his works about the tine
t he Cat holic church brought in their doctrine of purgatory.
O course, having never exam ned anci ent MSS. of Josephus,
| am not prepared to state whether the Catholics have
corrupted his work on that point or not. It is true that
t he church of Rone have had, as stated by Wn Reeves, "al
the opportunities of time, place, and power, to establish
t he ki ngdom of darkness; and that in coining, clipping, and
washing, the primtive records to their own good I|iking,

t hey have not been wanting to thenselves, is notoriously
evident." p. 53, Para. 10, [HOPE].

VWhile WI bur Fiske, a prom nent Methodist mnister, was in
the old countries a few years since, he exam ned the nore
anci ent MSS. of Josephus and found that several points in
Josephus had been tanpered with and corrupted by the church
of Rone; and it would be nothing strange if they had nade
Josephus' history say, on hades, what he never said, and
may have never believed. p. 55, Para. 1, [HOPE].



Transl ati on of the Apol ogies of Justin Martyr, &c., vol.
ii. p.175. Hstory of the Sabbath, by J. N Andrews, first
edition, p.201.] p. 55, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Whet her he is corrupted on this point or not, this mnuch
will be evident to all, by carefully exam ning the
Scripture statenments concerning hades, that the Paradise
hades accords nore nearly with Catholic doctrine than with
t he Bi bl e doctrine concerning sheol or hades. p. 55, Para.
3, [ HOPE].

Froma tract called, "The Rich Man and Lazarus," by J. N
Andrews, published at the Review Ofice, we nake the
followi ng extract: "The Hebrew term sheol, as used in the
O d Testament, is, therefore, the same in neaning with the
G eek word hades as used in the New. In other words, the
hades of Christ and the apostles is the sheol of Mses and
t he prophets.” "The Hebrew word is used in the Ad
Testanent sixty-five tinmes. It is rendered grave thirty-one
times, . . . pit, three tinmes. It is also rendered hell in
thirty-one instances. p. 56, Para. 1, [HOPE].

"Hades, the New Testanent termfor the sheol of the Ad
Testanent, is used eleven tines, and in ten of these it is

rendered hell. . . It is once rendered grave. . . . Sheol
is the cormmon receptacle of the dead, both righteous and
wi cked. . . . Though sheol is rendered grave thirty-one

times, it is not the word usually so rendered in the AOd
Testanent." p. 56, Para. 2, [HOPE]

It is said by our opponents that sheol and hades do "not
mean sinply the grave, but all that is conprehended in the
state of the dead.” Admtted, and we will see what is
stated, then, in plain terns in the Scriptures respecting
the state of the dead, in its testinonies on hades and
sheol. p. 56, Para. 3, [HOPE].

David says: "In death there is no renmenbrance of thee: in
the grave [sheol "state of the dead,"] who shall give thee
t hanks?" Ps. 6:5. Hezeki ah, when brought near to death, and
restored to health, spake as follows: "I said in the
cutting off of ny days, | shall go to the gates of the
grave [sheol]. ©p. 56, Para. 4, [HOPE].

| am deprived of the residue of ny years. . . . Behold,
for peace | had great bitterness; but Thou hast in love to
my soul delivered it fromthe pit of corruption; for thou



hast cast all my sins behind thy back. For the grave

[ sheol, "state of the dead"] cannot praise thee, death
cannot celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit
cannot hope for thy truth. The living, the living, he shal
praise thee as | do this day: the father to the children
shall make known thy truth." Isa. 38:10-19. Again, we read
in David' s testinony: "The dead praise not the Lord,
neither any that go down into silence" (sheol). Ps. 115:17.
So we learn fromthe statenents al ready exam ned that the
dead do not remenber God, nor praise God. If any should
claimthat it meant the wi cked dead do not praise God, the
| ast quoted text is very explicit. "Neither any that go
down into [sheol] silence.” p. 56, Para. 5, [HOPE].

These statenents concerning the state of the dead in
sheol, are a logical conclusion fromwhat David has stated
in the 146th psalm "Wile | live wll | praise the Lord: |
will sing praises unto ny God while |I have ny being. Put
not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to
his earth: in that very day his thoughts perish. Happy is
he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is
in the Lord his God: which nmade Heaven, and earth, the sea,
and all that therein is: which keepeth the truth forever:
whi ch executeth judgnment for the oppressed: which giveth
food to the hungry. The Lord | ooseth the prisoners."” Ps.
146: 2-7. The dead are thus shown to be w thout thoughts,
and are prisoners in the pit -- sheol. p. 57, Para. 1
[ HOPE] .

It is no wonder that those who die are represented as
| osing their thoughts, for the sheol -- state of the dead -
- into which they are to pass, is plainly stated to be a
state of secrecy, silence, corruption, &. "So man lieth
down, and riseth not; till the heavens be no nore, they
shal | not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. Oh! that
t hou woul dst hide nme in the grave [sheol], that thou
woul dst keep nme secret, until thy wath be past, that thou
woul dst appoint ne a set tinme, and renenber ne. If a nan
die, shall he live again? Al the days of my appointed tine
will I wait, till ny change come. Thou shalt call, and I
will answer thee; thou wilt have a desire to the work of
thy hands." Job 14:12-15. He says again. "If | wait, the
grave [sheol] is mne house: | have nmade ny bed in the
darkness. | have said to corruption, Thou art ny father; to
the worm Thou art my nother and ny sister. And where is
now ny hope? As for ny hope, who shall see it! They shal



go down to the bars of the pit [sheol], when our rest
together is in the dust."” Job 17:13-16. p. 57, Para. 2,
[ HOPE] .

But one of the nost remarkable testinonies in which this
word sheol is used, is found in the witings of Sol onon.
"For to himthat is joined to all the living there is hope;
for aliving dog is better than a dead |lion. For the living
know t hat they shall die; but the dead know not anyt hi ng,
nei ther have they any nore a reward: for the nenory of them
is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their
envy, is now perished; neither have they any nore a portion
forever in anything that is done under the sun. . .

What soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy m ght;
for there is no work, nor device, nor know edge, nor

wi sdom in the grave [sheol] whither thou goest." Eccl.
9:4-6,10. p. 58, Para. 1, [HOPE]

bj ectors have sonetinmes said that the above expression,
"The dead know not anything," sinply neans they don't know
anyt hi ng about the living. The same persons are very
careful to tell us that "sheol neans nore than the grave,”
that "it nmeans all that is conprehended in the state of the
dead.” Admitting that to be so, it is into sheol -- the
state of the dead -- that people go at death. So "there is
no work, nor device, nor know edge, nor wisdom" in the
state of the dead. p. 58, Para. 2, [HOPE].

It is not true that Paradise is one part of hades.
Paradi se is up. Paul says, "I knew a man in Christ above
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, | cannot tell; or
whet her out of the body, | cannot tell; God knoweth;) such
an one caught UP to the third Heaven." This, as you wl|
see by the connection, was Paul hinself. He was lost in his
heavenly vision to all consciousness of things around him
and could not tell whether he went to Heaven bodily or not.
This he knew, that he was "caught up to the third Heaven."
Repeati ng, he says, "He was caught up into Paradise." 2
Cor. 12:2,4. This not only shows that Paradise is up, but
that it is in the third Heaven. By conparing this with the
testinmony in Revelation, we shall learn that this third
Heaven is the New Jerusalem "To himthat overcometh will |
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the mdst of
t he Paradise of God." Rev. 2:7. By conparing this with
chap. 22:2, "In the mdst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree of life," we
| earn that Paradise is the New Jerusalem That "Jerusal em



is above." Gl. 4:26. It is to cone "down from God out of
Heaven." Rev. 21:2. p. 59, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Par adi se cannot, then, be a part of hades [Heb., sheol],
for sheol is down. Wen Jacob was nourning for his son
Joseph, supposing he had been devoured by wi|ld beasts, he
said, "I will go down into the grave [sheol] unto ny son
nmour ni ng. " Gen. 37:35. p. 59, Para. 2, [HOPE].

I f Paradi se was an apartnment of hades in which the
ri ghteous were joyfully anticipating their final reward,
how coul d hades be represented as having had a victory over
then? By |ooking at Paul's testinony to the brethren in 1
Cor. 15, we shall see that when the saints are raised from
the dead they claima victory over the grave -- hades. They
shout: "O death, where is thy sting? O grave [ hades], where
is thy victory?" 1 Cor. 15:55. If one apartnent of hades is
Par adi se, and the saints have been in happiness there, it
seens strange that it should be recognized as a victory
over them but allowi ng that hades is a place of inactivity
and silence, not of reward, and that, when the saints are
delivered from hades, they enter again upon life, and
receive their reward, then has death had a victory over
them and they may indeed shout, "O grave [hades], where is
thy victory?" p. 60, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Again, we read in Rev. 20:13,14: "And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell [hades] delivered
up the dead which were in them and they were judged every
man according to their works. And death and hell [hades]
were cast into the |ake of fire. This is the second death."
If it be true that one apartnent of hades is Paradise, then
when hades i s destroyed in the |ake of fire, Paradise wll
be burned up. How nmuch nore clear and consistent is the
truth. The heavenly city, the holy Jerusalem the great
metropolitan capital of the new earth, is the Paradi se of
God, in which his saints will ever dwell. p. 60, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .

POPULAR Theories. p. 60, Para. 3, [HOPE].

W see, then, that there is no in hades fromBible
testinmony, or to show fromthe Bible that dead nen are
conscious. It is true that poets have sung: p. 61, Para.
1, [ HOPE].

"There is no death, what seens so is transition. This life



of nortal breath Is but a suburb of the Iife elysian, \Wose
portals we call death."” p. 61, Para. 2, [HOPE]

G eat nen have built beautiful theories of fancy relative
toit, but God's word is very clear and plain. | wll give
one sanpl e of philosophizing on the matter from Benjam n
Franklin's letter to Mss Hubbard on the death of his
brother, M. John Franklin. "MADAM 1| condole with you. W
have | ost a nost dear and valuable relation. But it is the
will of God and nature that these nortal bodies be laid

asi de when the soul is to enter into real life. This is
rat her an enbryo state, a preparation for living. Anman is
not conpletely born till he be dead. Wiy then should we

grieve that a new child is born anong the imortals, a new
menber added to their happy society? W are spirits. That
bodi es should be lent us, while they can afford us

pl easure, assist us in acquiring know edge, or in doing
good to our fellowcreatures, is a kind and benevol ent act
of God. When they becone unfit for these purposes, and
afford us pain instead of pleasure, instead of an aid
becone an incunbrance, and answer none of the intentions
for which they were given, it is equally kind and
benevol ent that a way is provided in which we may get rid
of them Death is that way. p. 61, Para. 3, [HOPE].

We ourselves, in sonme cases, prudently choose a parti al
deat h. A mangl ed, painful |inmb, which cannot be restored,
we willingly cut off. He who plucks out a tooth, parts with
it freely, since the pain goes with it; and he who quits
t he whol e body, parts at once with all pains, and
possibilities of pains, and diseases, it is liable to, or
capabl e of making himsuffer. p. 61, Para. 4, [HOPE].

"Qur friend and we were invited abroad on a party of

pl easure which is to last forever. H s chair was ready
first, and he is gone before us. W could not al
conveniently start together; and why should we be grieved
at this since we are so soon to follow and know where to
find hinP" p. 62, Para. 1, [HOPE].

This tal k of the phil osopher Franklin of course was in
harnony with the theol ogy he had been taught. He well
expresses the popular sentinent of this tine, but he
presents no proof of it above; it is nmere assertion, and
t hese assertions are in direct opposition to the teachings
of the Bible, which present death as a foe instead of a
friend, and declare that, without the resurrection, the



dead are lost. p. 62, Para. 2, [HOPE].

The contrast between Bible doctrine and the theol ogy of
the present tinme, on this subject, is great. W read, "The
first-born of death shall devour his strength. Hs
confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle, and it
shall bring himto the king of terrors.” Job 18:13, 14.
Here, death is called the "king of terrors.” Again he says:
"Ch! that | had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen ne!
| shoul d have been as though | had not been; | should have
been carried fromthe wonb to the grave. p. 62, Para. 3,

[ HOPE] .

Are not ny days few? cease, then, and let ne alone, that I
may take confort a little, before I go whence | shall not
return, even to the |l and of darkness, and the shadow of
death: a land of darkness, as darkness itself, and of the
shadow of death, w thout any order, and where the light is
as darkness." Job 10:18-22. Conpare this with a little

nodern t heol ogy and you will see the contrast. "Death, to a
man whose mnd is healthy, is a pleasant prospect. He does
not regard it as death at all. A man who believes that he
will ever be buried nust have very unpl easant feelings. For
our part, we believe it is inpossible to bury any man; that
no grave or coffin will ever contain hinm and that no

undertaker is able to seize himwhen he |eaves his earthly
tenenent. Buried! what a horrid idea! W pity the nman who

t hi nks he ever will or can be buried. W know by experience
in childhood and youth what it is to fear it; but now we
know that the grave is no concern of ours, and has no

dom nion over us. Truly death is a good thing." p. 62,
Para. 4, [HOPE]

See what a different sentinment is penned by Isaiah: "Thy
dead nen shall live, together with ny dead body shall they
ari se. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; for thy dew
is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the
dead." lsa. 26:19. See what he calls death in the previous
chapter: "And he will destroy in this nmountain the face of
the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is
spread over all nations."” What is this covering and vail ?
The next words tell us: "He will swallow up death in
victory." Isa. 25:7,8. p. 63, Para. 1, [HOPE].

The reason of the above contrast is this: Bible witers
saw no hope, only in the resurrection of the dead, while
nmodern witers claimthat nman is possessed of an entity



whi ch they call soul or spirit, which they say is capable
of a conscious existence separate fromthe body. This part
they claimis imortal. Does the Bible tell us anywhere
that man has an immortal soul or spirit? It does not. The
terms soul and spirit occur in the Bible many hundred
times, but in not one single instance are they said to be
imortal or deathless. p. 63, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Imortal. p. 63, Para. 3, [HOPE].

The word immortal is only once used in our version of the
Bible, and then is applied to God as one of the divine
attributes. "Now unto the King eternal, imortal,
invisible, the only wse God, be honor and glory forever
and ever." 1 Tim 1:17. The original word is, however, used
in six other instances, but is never applied to man, nor to
any part of man, in the present life. In Rom 1:23, it is
again applied to God, translated uncorruptible, as
contrasted with man; who is said to be corruptible or
nortal. In 1 Cor. 9:25, it describes the crown of the
overconer. In 1 Cor. 15:52, it is used to describe the
bodi es of the saints after the resurrection to imortality.
In 1 Pet. 1:4, it is used of our future and eternal
i nheritance; and in verse 23, to the word of God. In 1 Pet.
3:4, it is referred to the heavenly adorning of neekness
and qui etness of spirit. p. 64, Para. 1, [HOPE].

ImMmortality. p. 64, Para. 2, [HOPE].

The word immortality occurs five tinmes only in our
version, and is never connected with the soul or spirit. W

wll ook at these texts. Paul, in his letter to Tinothy,
while urging the church to "fight the good fight of faith,"
and to "lay hold on eternal life," says of Christ, "Which

in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of |ords; who only
hath imortality, dwelling in the Iight which no man can
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom
be honor and power everlasting." 1 Tim 6:15,16. p. 64,
Para. 3, [HOPE]

This scripture shows in the nost enphatic manner that God
is the being alone who is absolutely the Inmortal One --the
one fromwhomall imortality is, and nust be, derived. If
his word states that he has given imortality to the race
at creation, or since, that is sufficient to prove that
they are imortal; but, if we find it to be an object of



pursuit, and that it is only to be obtained through the
resurrection of the dead, then it is folly to claimthat
man nust be conscious in death because his imortal soul
cannot die. The first thing to be proved is that man has
any such inmortal part. p. 64, Para. 4, [HOPE].

In the second epistle to Tinothy, Paul says: "But is now
made mani fest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who hat h abol i shed death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.” 2 Tim 1:10. That
is, in the teachings of the gospel it is brought to Ilight,
or made plain, how death is to be abolished, and
immortality to be bestowed. It was predicted by the ancient
prophet that death should be abolished, or "swallowed up,"”
| sa. 26:8, but the New Testanent shows in clear light for
whom t his shall be done, and how it shall be done. p. 65,
Para. 1, [HOPE]

W read in Paul's letter to the Romans: "Wio w || render
to every man according to his deeds; to them who by patient
continuance in well doing seek for glory, and honor, and
imortality; eternal life." Rom 2:6,7. p. 65, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .

Here we see it is those who "seek for immortality” that
are to receive it. In the letter of Paul to the Corinthians
are the two remai ning i nstances where the termimortality
occurs; this chapter is addressed to the saints, the ones
for whom death is abolished. To them he says: "W shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a nonent, in the
twi nkling of an eye, at the last trunp; for the trunpet
shal |l sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible nust put on
incorruption, and this nortal nmust put on imortality. So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and
this nortal shall have put on imortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is witten, Death is
swal lowed up in victory.” 1 Cor. 15:51-54. p. 65, Para. 3,
[ HOPE] .

W see by these testinonies that the abolition of death,
and the bestowrent of immortality, is indeed made plain in
t he gospel, but these scriptures are far fromtelling us
that we are already in possession of immortality, but they
are in perfect accordance with the whol e chapter, which
shows that all future life is dependent upon the
resurrection of the dead, as we have before shown. p. 66



Para. 1, [ HOPE]
H STORI CAL Testinony. p. 66, Para. 2, [HOPE]

Neander says, in his church history: "It was an old Jew sh
notion that imortality was not founded upon the nature of
the soul, but a peculiar gift of divine grace; a
representation which had been transferred from Judaismto
Christianity."” p. 66, Para. 3, [HOPE].

It seenms also fromthe controversy in the tinmes of the
Ref ormers that many of them stoutly contended agai nst the
doctrine of the natural immortality. Archdeacon Bl ackburne,
who wote upon this subject over one hundred years since,
said: "Those we call Reforners, in the days of Queen
El i zabet h, sufficiently expressed their scruples concerning
the state of the soul after death, by expunging an article
of religion which condemmed t he opinion espoused by M.
Layton and others.”™ In M. Henry Layton's own work, part
ii. pp. 21-23, he states his doctrine as follows: "True it
is, that our churches, for about the l|ast twelve hundred
years, have been so possessed with the conceit of a
separately subsisting soul, that they have made little use
of the resurrection in their exhortations. And, in truth,
if the soul, parting fromthe body, goes presently to
Heaven or hell, our article of the resurrection can be but
of small use in the church. If souls get anobngst bl essed
angel s in Heaven, what need can there be to themof a
resurrection?" p. 66, Para. 4, [HOPE].

Bl ackburne hinself says of the Reformers:-- p. 67, Para.
1, [HOPE].

"I have little doubt but they saw that the separate

exi stence of the soul, being one of those doctrines which
popery borrowed from pagani sm and al so so necessary to
support so great a part of the inpious and absurd
superstitions of the church of Rone, should have been

di scarded anong other errors of the sane tendency, and that
it was to little purpose to set about denvolishing the
superstructure while the foundati on was acknow edged to be
sound and orthodox. They little dreant that, by this
oversight, they would give their posterity the troubl e of
fighting the papistical battle over again with sone of
t heir nom nal Protestant successors, who have found their
tenporal account in building again many things which these
refornmers thought, in the sinplicity of their hearts, they



had sufficiently destroyed." Chap. xxii. p. 67, Para. 2,
[ HOPE] .

Agai n, he says of this doctrine:-- p. 67, Para. 3,
[ HOPE] .

"The Scripture systemof imortality supposes that man had
forfeited his original title to imortality, and woul d
never have recovered it but for the interposition of a
Redeener. The consequence of this doctrine is, that between
the time of the forfeiture and the actual appearing of the
Redeener, the dead could have life in no sense at all, and
that neither before nor after the appearance of the
Redeener, dead nen were, or would be, restored to life,
otherwi se than in the way reveal ed by the Redeener, nanely,
by a resurrection of the dead. Hence, to suppose the souls
of dead nen to be alive, conscious, and active, and capable
of happi ness and msery, fromthe death of the first man to
the resurrection of the very last, and to pretend to
denonstrate this by reason and phil osophy, is plainly to
overturn the whole Christian system" Chap. xx. l|last part.
p. 67, Para. 4, [HOPE].

The Puritans, in the time of Edward viii., 1543, said in
their creed respecting departed souls, and praying for
them "It is good and charitable to do it; but because 'tis
not known what condition departed souls are in, we ought
only to reconmend themto the nmercy of God." -- Hist. of
Puritans, pp. 464, 465. p. 68, Para. 1, [HOPE].

When we go still farther back, to the days of the English
and German Reforners, Tyndal e and Luther, we shall find

t hem speaki ng very pointedly upon this subject. Wn
Tyndal e, the great English Reforner, who first transl ated
and published the Bible in the English | anguage, had a
written controversy, in 1530, with Thonas Mre, called his
"Answer to Thomas More's Dial ogue.” More objected to

Lut her, and plead for papal ideas of going to Heaven at
deat h, purgatory, prayers for the dead, &c. Tyndal e says of
him-- p. 68, Para. 2, [HOPE].

"And when he proveth that the saints be in Heaven in glory
with Christ already, saying: If God be their God they be in
Heaven; for he is not the God of the dead: there he
stealeth away Christ's argunent wherewith he proveth the
resurrection, that Abraham and all the saints should rise
again, and not that their souls were in Heaven, which



doctrine was not yet in the world. And with that doctrine
he taketh away the resurrection quite, and maketh Christ's
argunent of none effect. p. 68, Para. 3, [HOPE].

For when Christ allegeth the scripture that God is
Abraham s God, and addeth, too, that God is not the God of
the dead, but of the living, and so proveth that Abraham
must rise again: | deny Christ's argunent, and say with
Master More, that Abrahamis yet alive, not because of the
resurrection, but because his soul is in Heaven. And in
i ke manner, Paul's argunent to the Corinthians is naught
worth. For where he saith, If there be no resurrection, we
be of all wetches the m serablest: here we have no
pl easure, but sorrow, care, and oppression. And therefore,
if we rise not again, all our suffering is in vain. Nay,
Paul , thou art unlearned, go to Master Mdre and | earn a new
way. We be not nost m serable, though we rise not again;
for our souls go to Heaven as soon as we be dead, and are
there in as great joy as Christ that is risen again. And |
marvel that Paul had not conforted the Thessal onians with
that doctrine, if he had wist it, that the souls of their
dead had been in joy, as he did with the resurrection, that
their dead should rise again. If the souls be in Heaven in
as great glory as the angels, after your doctrine, show ne

what cause should be of the resurrection?" -- Wrks of
WIlliamTyndale, vol. ii. p.123. p. 68, Para. 4, [HOPE]
Agai n, More objected to Luther that he taught that "al
souls lie and sleep till doonsday." p. 69, Para. 1,
[ HOPE] .
Tyndal e answers: -- p. 69, Para. 2, [HOPE].

"And ye, in putting themin Heaven, hell, and purgatory,
destroy the argunments wherewith Christ and Paul proved the
resurrection. What God doth wth them that shall we know
when we cone to them The true faith putteth the
resurrection which we be warned to | ook for every hour. The
heat hen phil osophers denying that, did put that the souls
did ever live. And the pope joineth the spiritual doctrine
of Christ, and the fleshly doctrine of philosophers
together, things so contrary that they cannot agree, no
nore than the spirit and the flesh do in a Christian nan.
And because the fleshly m nded pope consenteth unto heat hen
doctrine, therefore he corrupteth the Scripture to stablish
it. Moses saith in Deuteronony, The secret things pertain
unto the Lord, and the things that be opened pertain unto



us, that we do all that is witten in the book. Werefore,
sir, if we loved the |laws of God, and woul d occupy
ourselves to fulfill them and would, on the other side, be
meek, and let God alone with his secrets, and suffer himto
be wi ser than we, we should make none article of faith of
this or that. And again, if the souls be in Heaven, tell ne
why they be not in as good case as the angels be? And then

what cause is there of the resurrection?" -- Tyndale's
Works, vol. ii. pp. 188,189. p. 69, Para. 3, [HOPE].
Again, More objected to Luther:-- p. 69, Para. 4, [HOPE].

"What shall he care how long he live in sin, that
believeth Luther, that he shall after this life feel
nei t her good nor evil, in body nor soul, until the day of
doon?" p. 70, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Tyndal e answers: -- p. 70, Para. 2, [HOPE].

"Christ and his apostles taught no other, but warned to

| ook for Christ's comng again every hour. Wich com ng
agai n, because ye believe will never be, therefore ye have
feigned that other nerchandise.” -- Tyndale's Wrks, vol.
ii. p.196. p. 70, Para. 3, [HOPE].

To go back ten years earlier, 1520, we find Luther
saying:-- p. 70, Para. 4, [HOPE].

"But | permit the pope to make articles of faith for
himself and his faithful, such as . . . the pope is the
enperor of the world, and the king of Heaven, and God upon
earth, THE SOUL IS | MMORTAL, with all those nonstrous
opi nions found in the Roman dunghill of decretals.” p. 70,
Para. 5, [HOPE]

Archdeacon Bl ackburne says of Luther, after speaking of
this sentinment above, "Afterwards, indeed, Luther espoused
the doctrine of the sleep of the soul, upon a Scripture
foundati on, and then he nmade use of it as a confutation of
purgatory and sai nt-worship, and continued in that belief
to the last nonent of his life.” "In his comentary upon
Eccl esi astes, which was published in 1553, he was clearly
and indisputably on the side of those who maintain the
sl eep of the soul." -- Blackburne's Hist. of the
Controversy, p.15. p. 70, Para. 6, [HOPE].

In 1516, Peter Ponpanatius, a philosopher of Mantua, wote



agai nst the followers of Aristotle, who held to the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul. In this work he
sai d: "Whoever goes about to prove the immortality of the
soul by phil osophical argunents, does not deserve the nane
of a Christian." -- Bayle's Ponpanatius, cit. 62. Quoted in
Bl ackburne, chap. xx. last clause. p. 70, Para. 7, [HOPE].

Bl ackburne says of the introduction of the doctrine of
purgatory into the Rom sh church, that it was done "by the
council of Florence, called by Pope Eugenius IV., in 1439.
Before this, they taught that the dead were '"in abditis
receptaculis, where they expected the resurrection, they
beli eved they were happy, but not fully rewarded.' At the
above council, they adopted and established the doctrine of
purgatory, "in which souls were prepared for a full reward
i n Heaven; and after passing through which, they would go
into the felicities of the fully blessed." p. 70, Para. 8,
[ HOPE] .

DEATH a SLEEP. p. 71, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Fromthe testinonies already exanmined, it is evident that
the dead are not receiving their reward, but that their
hope is respecting the comng of Christ, the resurrection,
and the inheritance, to be given God's people beyond the
resurrection. W have been taught from our chil dhood t hat
“"the body is nortal, it will soon die; the soul is
immrtal, it can never die." But we have seen fromthe
Scriptures that man is nortal, and has no prom se of
imortality only through Christ at the resurrection.
Webster's statenment above is a direct contradiction of the
pl ain statenents of the Bible. "Behold, all souls are m ne;
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is
m ne: the soul that sinneth, it shall die." Eze. 18:4, 20.
p. 71, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Webster's Spelling Book.] p. 71, Para. 3, [HOPE].

Her e t heol ogi ans have found thenselves in a difficulty,
and to extricate thenselves fromit, have stated that the
death of the soul was the "death that never dies." Wat
death is that? W should consider it a contradiction of
terms, and that there was no death about it. Wat would you
think if sone one should tell you of a person who |ived a
life that never lived? You would nost certainly conclude
that it was either a contradiction in | anguage or that the
person was not yet born. So a death that never dies is just



no death at all. But with the Scripture theory of
immortality, there is no necessity for such expl anations,
and the Scripture statenments concerning unconsci ousness in
death and no reward until the resurrection are al

har noni ous. p. 71, Para. 4, [HOPE].

W will now call attention to plain statenents of
Scripture which show us that t he dead are asl eep, w thout
knowl edge or reward. O the dead, Sol onbn says: "Neither
have they any nore a reward; for the nmenory of themis
forgotten.” Eccl. 9:5. Again he says, "The heart of the
sons of nen is full of evil, and madness is in their heart
while they live, and after that they go to the dead." Eccl.
9:3. If they go to the dead, they are not rewarded; for, as
we have just quoted, "neither have they any nore a reward.”
In verse 10, he says, "There is no work, nor device, nor
know edge, nor wi sdom in the grave, whither thou goest."
p. 72, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Paul says: "If after the manner of men | have fought with
beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it nme, if the dead rise
not? let us eat and drink; for to-norrow we die."” If the

dead enter at once into their reward, it surely would be of
great advantage to Paul to be faithful, even though the
body shoul d never be raised. How often we hear the hym,

p. 72, Para. 2, [HOPE].

“I'"l'l praise ny Maker while |I've breath, And when ny voice
is lost in death, Praise shall enploy nmy nobler powers"” p.
72, Para. 3, [HOPE].

This sentinment, however, does not agree with the plain
statenments of David: "The dead praise not the Lord, neither
any that go down into silence.” Ps. 115:17. Again, "Wile I
live will | praise the Lord; | will sing praises unto ny
God while | have any being." Ps. 146:2. p. 73, Para. 1,

[ HOPE] .

But, it is asked, |Is not the death of persons spoken of in
the Bible as though they were still in conscious existence?
As, for instance, the case of Isaac: "And |saac gave up the
ghost and di ed, and was gathered unto his people, being old
and full of days; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him"
Gen. 35:29. The claimis nade on his being "gathered to his
people,” that he and his people nust be conscious. Wre his
peopl e in Heaven? They nust have been in the grave; for the
| ast clause of the above text says, "Esau and Jacob buried



him" p. 73, Para. 2, [HOPE].

Hs father was in the grave, and went to his fathers when
he went to the grave, as the Lord had told him "And thou
shalt go to thy fathers in peace: thou shalt be buried in a
good old age." Gen. 15:15. He went to his fathers in the
grave. Wien Jacob supposed his son was destroyed by an evi
beast, and was sorrowing for him he could not have
supposed his son was in Heaven: "And he said, For | will go
down into the grave unto ny son nourning. Thus his father
wept for him" Gen. 37:35. p. 73, Para. 3, [HOPE].

O Hezeki ah, we read, "And Hezekiah slept with his
fathers, and they buried himin the chiefest of the
sepul chers of the sons of David." 2 Chron. 32:33. It was
al so said to Josiah: "Behold, I will gather thee to thy
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace.”
2 Chron. 34:28. p. 73, Para. 4, [HOPE]

Such expressions clearly show that being gathered to their
fathers neant their passing into the grave. O David, Pau
says: "For David, after he had served his own generation by
the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his
fathers, and saw corruption.” Acts 13:36. The sane David
who went to his fathers, saw corruption. Certainly there is
no corruption in Heaven. And as certain is it that David
did not go there. Says Peter, "For David is not ascended
into the Heavens." Acts 2:34. \Were is David? Peter says,
"Men and brethren, let ne freely speak unto you of the
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
sepul cher is with us unto this day." Acts 2:29. David says
of hinself, "I shall be satisfied when | awake with thy
i keness." Ps. 17:15. Again he says, "Thou wlt shew ne the
path of life; in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy
right hand there are pleasures forever nore." Ps. 16:11. If
David was going into the presence of God to receive his
reward at death, then he is represented as | ooking forward
to the resurrection for satisfaction, when he had full ness
of joy before. O, in other words, he could be where there
was fullness of joy, and not be satisfied. O Stephen's
death, we read: "And he kneeled down and cried with a | oud
voi ce, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he
had said this, he fell asleep.” Acts 7:60. He was the first
martyr for Christ. As he yields his life as a sacrifice for
Christ, he does it in these words: "Lord Jesus, receive ny
spirit.” What is recorded? That he went to Heaven? No; but,
"He fell asleep." Paul says to the Thessal onians, "I would



not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep."” 1 Thess. 4:13. p. 73, Para. 5, [HOPE].

"Them al so which sleep in Jesus will God bring wwth him"
Verse 14. "Bring with him" That is, bring up fromthe dead
by the power of Christ. Daniel says, "Many of themthat
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake." Dan. 12:1. p.
74, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Paul says to the Corinthians: "W shall not all sleep, but
we shall be changed; in a nmonment, in the tw nkling of an
eye, at the last trunp; for the trunpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed."” 1 Cor. 15:51,52. But, says one, if the dead are
asl eep, there nust still be sone part that is alive. Wen
nmen are asleep here they dream and do not these texts show
that the dead are in a sort of sem -consciousness? The
texts quoted concerning the sleep show that they are dead,
"sleeping in the dust of the earth.” In a sound sl eep,
literally, there is no dream ng, and so those who are in
the sl eep of death are w thout know edge; "the dead know
not anything." Eccl. 9:5. p. 75, Para. 1, [HOPE]

If you say that Solonon sinply neant to tell themthat the
bodi es of the dead know not hi ng, we answer, that, according
to the immortal -soul theory, the body of a Iiving man knows
not hing. And in such a case it would nmake folly of the text
to say that he tells themthat a dead body knows not hi ng.

It is the sane that knows when alive that knows nothing
when dead. p. 75, Para. 2, [HOPE].

"The dead prai se not the Lord, neither any that go down
into silence.” Ps. 115:17. If it be said that this | anguage
sinmply applies to the body, we reply that, with the common
theory, a live man's body does not praise the Lord. Mary
said, "My soul doth magnify the Lord." The text is
poi ntedly agai nst the common theory, and presents the dead
as in a state of "silence.” p. 75, Para. 3, [HOPE].

If we ook still further at David' s testinony, we shall
see why the dead are in silence, and why they know not
anything: "While | live will | praise the Lord: | will sing

prai ses unto my God while | have any being. p. 75, Para.
4, [ HOPE] .

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man in
whomthere is no help. H's breath goeth forth, he returneth



to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. Happy
is he that hath the God of Jacob for his hel p, whose hope
is in the Lord his God; which made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that therein is; which keepeth truth forever
whi ch executeth judgnment for the oppressed; which giveth
food to the hungry. The Lord | ooseth the prisoners." Ps.

146: 2-7. p. 75, Para. 5, [HOPE].

I f we conpare the above with previous quotations, we shall
see plainly that David expected when dead he shoul d be out
of being. Al the hope he saw for the Lord's people was in
the resurrection, as expressed in verse 7: "The Lord
| ooseth the prisoners.” p. 76, Para. 1, [HOPE]

Job al so says of one when dead: "Hi s sons cone to honor,
and he knoweth it not; and they are brought |ow, but he
perceiveth it not of them" Job 14:21. Mark his testinony
concerning his condition, had he died in his infancy: "For
now should I have lain still and been quiet, | should have
slept; then had | been at rest with kings and counsel ors of
the earth, which built desol ate places for thenselves; or
with princes that had gold, who filled their houses wth

silver; or as an hidden, untinely birth, I had not been."
Job 3:13-16. Again he says, "Oh! that | had given up the
ghost, and no eye had seen ne! | should have been as though

| had not been."” Job 10:18,19. Again he says, "And why dost
t hou not pardon my transgression, and take away m ne
iniquity? for now shall | sleep in the dust; and thou shalt
seek nme in the norning, but | shall not be.” Job 7:21.
Where woul d he be? Sleeping in the dust. As before shown in
this work, he expected to see God in his flesh, when the
Redeener should cone, at the latter day." See Job 19: 26.

p. 76, Para. 2, [HOPE].

W will now |l ook at the testinmony of Jerem ah concerning
Rachel, fulfilled in the nothers' weeping at the tine Herod
slew the children of Bethl ehem while seeking to destroy
Christ: "Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in Ranah,
| ament ation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her
children refused to be conforted for her children, because
they were not." See Jer. 31:15-17, and Matt. 2:15. p. 76,
Para. 3, [HOPE]

These children were not in Heaven, nor in a hell of

puni shment, but out of existence. Now notice the

consol ation which the Lord gives these nothers: "Thus saith
the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes



fromtears; for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord,
and they shall cone again fromthe |and of the eneny." Wy,
say you, | thought children, when they died, went right to
Heaven. |s Heaven the | and of the eneny? No; but the grave
is, and these are the words of consolation offered to those
whose children are in the graves. p. 76, Para. 4, [HOPE].

How di fferent is the above fromthat given by those who
believe in inmmediate rewards at death. | will quote a
sanple fromthe "Christian Almanac," illustrating the
popul ar consol ation given to weeping nothers. "Lady, how
many chil dren have you? Two on earth, and two in Heaven.
Thou art nother of angels then. They are yet yours, only
gone before! Rejoicing in the heavenly pastures, guarded by
t he Good Shepherd -- little | anbs of the heavenly fold!
Earth, then, is less attractive. These invisible little
spiritual cords tw ne around you, and draw your sou
upward. Like "still, small voices,' ever whispering, 'Cone
to the world where spirits live." Mther of cherubs! Walk
softly! Little angel -eyes watch thy steps! Spirit forns
stoop to listen! Keep thy soul free fromearth; thou shalt
go to them though they cannot return to thee!" How
different this fromthe word of the Lord: "They are not."
"They shall cone again fromthe | and of the eneny," and
"There is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy
children shall cone again to their own border.™ p. 77,
Para. 1, [HOPE]

"Sai d the woman of Tekoah, when pl eadi ng before David,
"For we nust needs die, and are as water spilt on the
ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God
respect any person; yet doth he devise neans that his
bani shed be not expelled fromhim" 2 Sam 14:14. Here are
several direct statements respecting the dead. (1) They are
"as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up
again." p. 77, Para. 2, [HOPE].

(2) They are represented as "bani shed" fromthe Lord -- a
very different sentinment fromthat which is commonly
taught, that God's people go imediately into his presence.
(3) In the testinony of this wonman of Tekoah, we | earn that
i f God does not devise sonme neans to redeem his peopl e,
they will not only renmain "banished,” but they will be al so
"expelled fromhim" The means God has devised is to get
the saints out of the eneny's prison, for "He [Satan] lets
not his prisoners | oose honewards."” Isa. 14:7. p. 77,

Para. 3, [HOPE]



This work is to be acconplished by Christ, through the
resurrection. Christ says, "O else, how can one enter into
a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first
bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house."
Matt. 12:29. The strong man spoken of represents Satan. p.
78, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Notice a correspondi ng testinmony concerning himin Luke:
"When a strong man arned keepeth his palace, his goods are
i n peace; but when a stronger than he shall cone upon him
and overcone him he taketh fromhimall his arnor wherein
he trusted, and divideth his spoils."” Luke 11:21,22. The
spoils he (the devil) takes fromthe arny of the saints, he
puts into his prison house (the grave). But Christ, a
stronger than he, is comng upon him and he will take the
spoil. p. 78, Para. 2, [HOPE].

According to the testinony of Paul, Christ is to conquer
the devil through death. See Heb. 2:14. This work is
predicted of Christ by Isaiah. "Yet it pleased the Lord to
bruise him he hath put himto grief: when thou shalt make
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he
shal |l prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shal
prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied; by his know edge shall ny
ri ghteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore will | divide hima portion with the
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he hath poured out his soul unto death," &c. Here
it is promsed that Christ shall divide the spoil with the
strong. When he has bound the p. 78, Para. 3, [HOPE]

p. 78, Para. 5, [HOPE].

strong man, he will raise the saints of God fromtheir
dusty beds, while the wi cked dead will be left with Satan,
to be destroyed with himat last. p. 78, Para. 5, [HOPE].

We have a view of the fulfillnment of this work in Rev.
20:1: "And | saw an angel conme down from Heaven, having the
key of the bottom ess pit and a great chain in his hand."
W understand that he who is here represented as binding
Satan is Christ. He is called an angel (see 1 Thess. 4:16),
and he is the one who has the key of the bottom ess pit. "I
am he that |iveth, and was dead; and, behold, |I amalive
forever nore, Anen: and have the keys of hell and of



death." Rev. 1:18. John proceeds to tell us what Chri st
wll do: "And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the devil, and Satan, and bound hi ma thousand
years, and cast himinto the bottomess pit." Here the
strong man is bound. He is rendered inactive. H's power is
broken, or as Christ says in Luke, "Wen a stronger than he
shall conme upon him and overcone him he taketh from him
all his arnor wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.”
The next thing of which John gives an account after the

bi nding of Satan, is the resurrection of the saints. Verses
4,5: "And | saw the souls of themthat were beheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God. . . . . and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But
the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.” p.
78, Para. 6, [HOPE].

The neans God has devised to acconplish the resurrection
is the death and resurrection of his Son. "CGod so |oved the
worl d, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
l[ife.” John 3:16. Christ died, passed into the tonb, into
the prison house of "the strong nman armed"” -- Satan. But
God had promi sed not to | eave his soul in hell. p. 78,
Para. 7, [HOPE]

"Bright angels rolled the rock away, And Christ, the
conqueror, rose." p. 78, Para. 8, [HOPE]

Jesus broke the strongest power of Satan, and rose a
triunphant victor over death and the grave. p. 78, Para.
9, [HOPE].

Then he obtained the keys of hell and of death. There he
recei ved power to bruise Satan under our feet. In the act
of rising fromthe grave it is fully manifested to all nen
that Christ has power to conquer Satan and deliver those
"who through fear of death were all their lifetinme subject
to bondage.” This is the great work to be acconpli shed.
Christ is "our hope," and, as we have set forth in these
pages, it is in and through himthat we, if his servants,
will receive an eternal victory over death at his com ng
and the resurrection. Any hope of reward at death, or
ot herwi se than through the resurrection, is not the gospel
hope. There is no pronise of any such reward in the Bible,
and all that is ever urged in its support, at nost, is but
inference. O this kind of testinony, Dr. Adam C arke says:



"Let it be renmenbered that by the consent of all (except
the basely interested), no netaphor is ever to be produced
in proof of a doctrine. In the things that concern our
eternal salvation we need the nost pointed and express

evi dence on which to establish the faith of our souls."”
Comment on Matt. 5:26. p. 78, Para. 10, [HOPE]

An em nent English witer says: "But if the proposition is
not expressly reveal ed, the right of inferring is equal on
all sides; and surely those conclusions which are inferred
fromwhat is expressly reveal ed should be at |east as just
and as strong as those which are inferred fromwhat is
not." -- Blackburne's History of the Controversy, p.337.

p. 80, Para. 1, [HOPE].

Dear reader, in concluding these few pages, we express the
earnest wish that Christ may i ndeed be your hope, that we
may each receive all that grace and strength proffered to
us through him that we may be conplete in himwho is the
head over all to his church, and that we may share eterna
joys with himin the day of his com ng. Amen. Those w shing
to pursue this matter still further are requested to
exam ne a work entitled, "Nature and Destiny of Man," 384
pages, bound, price $1.00, in which all these inferences
are exam ned, and a thorough harnony is shown in the entire
Bi bl e on the subject of life only through Christ. Address
Revi ew and Herald, Battle Creek, Mch. p. 80, Para. 2,

[ HOPE] .



