AN ADDRESS TO The BELI EVERS IN THE SECOND ADVENT NEAR
SCATTERED Abroad. p. 1, Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

MY DEAR BRETHREN And FRIENDS: -- p. 1, Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

GRACE, nercy and peace be nultiplied unto you, from God
the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. p. 1, Para. 2,
[ ADDRESS] .

In time past, | have travelled quite extensively in the U
States and in Canada, publishing the glorious news of the
near approach of the Second Com ng of the dear Savior, to
tens of thousands, both of saints and sinners. Wth many of
these, | have formed the happi est acquaintance. It would
afford me the greatest pleasure to neet those friends
agai n, and renew an acquai ntance so happy and endeari ng.

But for this | cannot hope in this world. You wll
therefore permt ne to address you, through the only medi um
now |l eft me, on the glorious subject which has occupied
your and ny attention for several years past. It may be the
last tine | shall be favored with of addressing ny friends
scattered abroad, to whom | am bound by so many tender

ties. As a friend of m ne has conceived the idea of
publ i shi ng anot her vol une of ny productions, which may fal
into the hands of very many of ny old friends who will see

my face no nore in this world, | avail nyself of the
privilege of appending to the sanme this address, containing
nmy sol enmm, and, perhaps, |ast advice to you all, and
thereby clearing the skirts of ny garnments of the bl ood of
all. p. 1, Para. 3, [ADDRESS].

It is about nine years since | first began to publish the
doctrine of the Advent near; though I had been fully
convinced of its truth |Iong before, by a close and pati ent
study of the Bible. But such were the difficulties
attending its pronulgation, that I was restrained fromthe
duty for a long tinme. And when you consi der the

ci rcunstances in which I was placed, you will not wonder
that | shrunk, for a tine, fromthe responsibility. | was
al one; "no man stood with ne" for a nunber of years. | had

to contend agai nst the prepossessions and prejudices of the
entire christian community; the systens, talents, as also
the superior education of the clergy; the religious press,
and the political also, throughout the country; the
institutions of learning, both literary and theol ogical;

t he unbelief of the church; and, in short, the whole world



wer e agai nst ne. Had you have seen the old farner then,

W t hout education, with but limted neans, alnobst unknown,
unaccustonmed to public speaking; w thout synpathy,
authority, or recomendation fromnmen; going into the world
with the Bible alone in his hand to bear a sol etm nessage
to a sleeping church and a stupid world:-- a nessage so

al arm ng as the announcenent of the speedy com ng of the

| ast judgnent, and the conflagration of the world:-- a
doctrine so contrary to the human heart, so opposed to al
the received opinions of the community:-- had you have seen
me under these circunstances, | am di sposed to believe that
you woul d have pronounced ne very visionary and fanatical .

| speak not these things boastingly; God forbid; but rather
to show ny weakness and i nconpetency, and to magnify the

wi sdom and power of God, who is able to take worns to

t hresh nmountains, and the weak things of the world to
confound the wise and mghty; and that you may val ue these
t hings the nore, as being of God, and remmin steadfast,

wat ching unto prayer. p. 1, Para. 4, [ADDRESS].

This view of the instrunmentality which God has seen fit to
enploy in connection with the effects produced, will show
that this cause and doctrine are of God. p. 2, Para. 1,

[ ADDRESS] .

What ot her object could | have had in view, in preaching
this doctrine, under the trying circunstances specified
above, but to glorify God and save ny fell ow nmen? Yet how
many unworthy objects and notives have been attributed to
me, by many of the professed disciples of Christ, and by a
scof fing and unbelieving world! Take for exanples the
follow ng fromanong the thousand |ying reports circul ated
t hrough the land:-- p. 2, Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

"That it was for worldly gain!" How can this be true? Look
at the circunstances. According to ny cal cul ati on of
"prophetic tinmes," there were but twelve years to the
"consummation of all things.” If | ever got rich, it nust
be within this period of tinme. Now what were the facts?
Four years of the tine were spent in New York, Vernont, and
Canada; and all that the old man received woul d not anount

to one dollar! Not that the brethren were not willing to
give. No; for they often urged ne to take; but it was
whol ly refused. Since which tine, | have received sone

contributions, in order to bear ny heavy travelling
expenses; but my recei pts have never exceeded ny
expenditures. But say they, "he has nade it by his books."



But, ny brethren, this cannot be a notive; for ny books
were not thought of nor witten until a nunber of years
after I had gone out and published the doctrine. And then,
agai n, the books were not published by nme; but by those to
whom | gave the privilege of publishing the first and
second editions without charge. Does this look |ike

specul ation? "Well, then," says the opposer, "he does it to
get a nane, like the man who set a city on fire that he

m ght obtain notoriety."” This needs no argument to confute
it. The man who could conceive so ridiculous and silly a
notive, or inpute to others such notives, would be
considered, if justly dealt with, either a madman or a
fool; particularly where there is not a particle of

evi dence to support such inputations. Then he does it "to
raise up a sect or party." This needs no nore argunent than
the former. p. 3, Para. 1, [ADDRESS]

To raise a party or sect, to exist certainly not nore than
twel ve years, and now not nore than three years,--- you
cannot suppose it to be an object. Again, thousands, and
even tens of thousands nore of you can witness, that | have
begged of you to make no divisions in your churches or
sects; that we had nore than enough already. | have advi sed
all men of every sect not to separate fromtheir brethren
if they could live anong them and enjoy christian
privileges. | have often given ny advice to those who have
conpl ai ned of persecution anong their brethren, to live
down persecution by well-ordered Iives and godly
conversation. Surely, ny brethren, you will say this doth
not | ook like sectarianism And then, to cap the climax of
argunents, a Rev. D. D. of the Baptist order cries out, "It
is all nobonshine."™ "Anen," says the Universalist mnister.
This is argunment well endorsed. My opponents have been in
the habit, too, of spreading false reports, in order to
destroy the influence of what they could not confute, and
by ridicule try to destroy what in sober reason they could
not condemm. They have published ny death in the public
papers, when sone of themknewit to be false. They have
publ i shed, and reported, over and over again, that | had
altered ny cal cul ati on of prophetic tinme a hundred years.
They have published the foolish story, that I would not
ganble away ny little home, in order to convince w cked and
corrupt nen that | believed the doctrine that | preached.
They have told and published too that | built stone-wall
instead of rail-fence on my farm Sone have gone into
di stant places, and reported that | was building a | arge
house with noney | got for preaching, when the truth is |



built a house in 1817, of small dinmensions. They have
reported that | was insane, and had been in a nad- house
seven years; if they had said a mad world fifty-seven
years, | nust have plead guilty to the charge. They have
reported, that, for preaching this doctrine in many pl aces,
| have been cast into prison. They have reported, that city
authorities had ordered ne to | eave their jurisdictions,
and not to preach publicly within their borders. p. 3,
Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

Here let ne state, as an act of justice to my country, and
honorable to our rulers, that in no case has any officer,
in any city or town that ever | have been in, or under any
governnment, interfered between nme and ny duty, or m sused
me in any manner; but wherever | have had any occasion for

their assistance, | have ever found them pronpt and
energetic in their neasures, and kind and gentlemanly in
their manners. | wish I could say as nmuch of sone of our

bi goted cl ergynmen. These, and many nore foolish and fal se
reports, have been circul ated through our country; yes, and
by those who ought to be exanples of the flock and
shepherds in Israel. And now |l et us take a view of the

ef fects produced by the pronulgation of this doctrine, and
see how nuch evidence we have that it is of God. p. 4,
Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

1. Wierever this subject has been presented to the people
with any fairness, it has been invariably said, and you
yoursel ves are witnesses, that it has produced a general
readi ng and searching of the Bible; our enem es thensel ves
bei ng wi tnesses al so. This cannot be called a bad effect.
p. 5, Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

2. \Werever this fruit has been seen, ("the searching of
Bible,") it has produced a conplete revolution with a |large
majority of such in their faith and hope. And whereas sone
did not believe that Christ was ever com ng again to the
earth, or, if he did, it was a great while yet to cone, and
of course there could be no such thing as watching for his
return wth such; now they are anxiously |ooking for his
gl ori ous appearing. This nmust have the happiest influence
on the mnd and |ife of every individual who thus believes.
Agai n, many were of opinion, that the church in sonme future
period would enjoy a long tinme of unexanpl ed prosperity;
whil e those who had sl ept would sleep on for 1000 years,
and sone supposed 365,000 years; and of course they would
not be united with their brethren, nor be satisfied, until



a vast nunber of years had rolled away, for the
resurrection could not take place until after that period.
p. 5 Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

Now t hey believe in the near approach of the resurrection,
and the final union of all the saints, both which are in
heaven and which are on earth; and that the great Sabbath
will be enjoyed as a day of rest, with all the children at
home. There is a great difference between their forner and
present faith, as well as hope. And you can all judge which
is nost scriptural, and congenial with the christian heart.
p. 5 Para. 3, [ADDRESS].

3. There were many, very many, sleeping and sl unbering
over this inportant subject, of the com ng of Christ, the
j udgnment day, and the glorious reign. Now, in every part of
the christian world, the cry is being nmade, "Behold, the
Bri degroom coneth, go ye out to neet him" and the response
is heard, "Cone tell us of these things." And you, ny
brethren, are ny w tnesses, many of you, that hundreds, yea
t housands, have been as it were chained to their seats for
hours, silent as the tonb, to hear this subject discussed.
p. 6, Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

4. In every place where this subject has been judiciously
preached, and the necessity of repentance properly
enforced, the skeptic, the deist, the Universalist, the
i npenitent and the careless of all classes, have been made
by the power of the Spirit to see and feel their danger,
and to seek for the forgiveness of their sins by repentance
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Many of
you, ny brethren, can witness to the saving influence of
preaching "the kingdom of God at hand," as a notive to
repentance, and to a godly life and conversation. p. 6,
Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

5. We have the consol ation of seeing many of our best

m ni sters renouncing the doctrine of the tenporal

m |l ennium believing in the Second Advent as near at hand;
and the kingdomof God inits glorified state about to be
est abli shed on the ruins of the kingdons of this world; the
resurrection of the just, and judgnent of the saints; the
reign of Christ on the earth 1000 years; then the
resurrection of the wi cked, and the finale, or close of the
judgnment. | know and have heard of nore than three hundred
in the United States, and in all probability doubl e that
nunber may be found! p. 6, Para. 3, [ADDRESS].



Fifteen years ago, there were none, publicly known, in
these United States. "This is the Lord's doing, and
marvel l ous in our eyes.”" And what is equally as marvell ous,
is, that there are sonme anong all christian nations who are
proclaimng this doctrine; and these, too, all com ng out
about the sane tine!l Again, we find some of them anong al
sects or denoni nations, except anong Universalists, and as
they are the sect to which Paul alludes, 1 Thess. v. 3, the
reason i s very obvious why none of them believe. Wat has
caused all this great novenent to one point? Have our
periodi cal s acconplished this? No, ny brethren; five years
ago not an individual could be found who had noral courage
enough to edit a paper advocating these doctrines. Have
societies been fornmed to carry the news? No. Have
m ssi onari es been sent out by any Board or sect? No. Have
sem naries taught their students and sent themout to tel
the church of the approach of her blessed Lord? No. Wat
has revived and brought this soul-reviving news to the
suffering children of God? Have wi cked nmen? Qur opponents
dare not accuse us thus. What then has noved the wheel that
rolls this bl essed sound, "Behold, the Bridegroom coneth?"
Is it Satan? Look at the effects, and tell ne what object
he coul d have in opposing his own kingdon? How i nconsi st ent
he nmust be to oppose his own children thus! see how angry
they are, how it disturbs their ranks! WII| Beel zebub cast
out devils? Again, where this doctrine is pronul gated, see
our churches waking up and trimming their |anps; see
sinners converted, saints lifting up their heads and
rejoi cing! Has Satan becone a m ssionary of this cast? Then
| shall ook for Christ to dism ss sone of his "dunb dogs,"
and enpl oy better nen. No, ny brethren, reason and conmon
sense tell us better. What then has called out some of
every class, of every sect, in every place, and in al
| ands, with different gifts and di scordant views on ot her
points, to harnonize in this? p. 6, Para. 4, [ADDRESS].

The answer mnust be obvious; a child could tell us what; it
is the Spirit and power of God. It is he who has prom sed
"to do nothing but he will reveal his secret to his
servants the prophets.” He can nove upon the mnds of his
servants to read his word. He can open it to their
under standi ngs. He can call themto publish it far and
near. He can protect themfromthe anger of nen, and the
fower's snare. He will do his will on earth as in heaven,
and no one can say, Wy doest thou thus? p. 7, Para. 1,

[ ADDRESS]



Now | et nme address you in particular, nmy brethren in the
gospel mnistry, of every sect, who believe in the speedy
com ng of our Divine Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. p. 8,
Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

Many of our fathers in the gospel have undoubtedly desired
to see the day which you now see is very nigh, but have
fallen asleep in Christ and saw it not. For us who now live
is reserved the nost i nportant period that man ever saw on
earth: the time when these heavens and this earth are
rolling together like a scroll, and the history of the
worl d and the church are folding up for the judgnent:-- the
time when the | ast remmant of prophecy is unfolding its
| eaves, and the last prom se of God will be verified,
"Surely | cone quickly;" -- at the tine when the friends of
the Bridegroomare giving the mdnight cry, and the w se
virgins are going out to neet him-- at the tinme when we
see the signs of the Son of Man in heaven, and soon the
clouds will bring himto our view-- at the time when the
last vial of God's wath is enptying its |ast plague on the
earth, and the kingdons of the whole world are gathering to
the battle;-- when the harvest of the earth is being
reaped, and the gathering of the vine has evidently begun: -
- when the nations are angry, and the wath of God wll
soon be mani fested agai nst our aggravated and nationa
sins;-- when many are running to and fro, and know edge is
rapidly increasing in the earth;-- when the different sects
in Christendomare dividing, and proving to the world that
the end of all things which can be shaken is at hand. My
brethren, "can you not discern the signs of the tinmes?" p.
8, Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

Yes, | know many of you do. Then what a thrilling tine!
what a fearful period! and especially to those servants who
may "say in their hearts, ny Lord delayeth his comng;" or
who "cry peace and safety when sudden destruction coneth!"
Let us arouse ourselves, one and all, to the battle, not of
bl ood, but of truth. Let us not mx with the divisions of
the day in setting up nen or neasures, nor stop to contend
who shall be greatest; but |et our conversation be in
heaven, from whence we | ook for the Savior. Let us be like
servants who wait for their Lord. If we believe we shall
soon stand before the judgnent seat of Christ, will it not
pronpt us to have our work done and well done? so that we
be not ashamed before himat his comng. If we believe the
prophets, shall not our faith be manifested by our works?



If we believe that the mdnight cry is being made, will we
not show ourselves to be friends of the Bridegroon? Can we
behol d the signs in the noral heavens gathering thick
around us, and yet be unnoved at the sight? Do we behold
the | ast plagues pouring upon this guilty world, and our
war ni ng voices not mngling in the blast? Is this the
harvest -hone, and are we fol ding our hands to sl eep? Let us
ask ourselves these sol etm questions, and answer themto
God and our own souls wthout deceit. Shall we see sone of
our brethren noving on to the onset, receiving the darts of
the scoffer, the shafts of the malignant, the arrows of the
enem es, and we, through fear or cowardice, renmain anong
the stuff? No, ny brethren, | am persuaded better things of
you; if you have courage enough to avow your principles in
this age of scoffers, you will have grace enough to protect
you in the tine of battle. Go on then to victory and gl ory.
Bring in your whole strength to the field, give your

enem es no advantage over you, put on the whole arnor, be

i movably fixed in this one thing, to stand whol e nights on
your watch-tower, if need be; to show our |ove for God by
our faithfulness in the work he has assigned us to do. p.
8, Para. 3, [ADDRESS].

Let us manifest our |love for souls, by our plain dealing
in truth, and faithfully warning the w cked and inpenitent
of their danger. Let us take the Bible for our guide, and
teach others the way of life. Then, if Christ cone, we
shall be found ready; and if he does not conme at the tinme
which | believe is specified in the Bible, still there can
be no harmdone; for to watch for his comng is duty now,
and it can be no less a duty then. p. 9, Para. 1,

[ ADDRESS]

A few words to the dear brethren scattered over the | and,
in every church, and anong all sects, who believe in the
near approach of the Lord Jesus. My dear brethren, you wll
remenber the joy of your heart when you first had evidence
to believe that the day of the Lord was at hand. Many of
you | have seen, and have seen you, too, at the nonent when
t he evidence cane hone to your mnds, and your hearts

| eaped for joy-- | have seen your countenances |ighted up
with a beam of glory, like that which shone in the face of
Moses, when he cane down fromthe mount. | have often heard

t he whi spered ejacul ation, "God grant that it my be so." |
have often, very often, heard froma warm and ani mat ed
heart, expressed by voice, the |oud response, "Amen." |
have often felt, when retiring fromthe house of worship,



t he warm pressure of a hand, acconpanied with a "God bl ess
you, ny brother." | have received many witten epistles,
full of expressions of |love and gratitude to God for the
good news of a coming Savior. Need | say to such, watch

| est he cone suddenly and find you sl eeping? No. As well

m ght | say to the | oving nother, "Forget not your |ovely
babe." Wat shall | say? | will say, Rejoice; for now your
salvation fromall sin is drawing nigh. Keep the faith, and
soon you will receive a crown which is laid up for al

those who I ove his appearing. | will say with the apostle,
1 Peter i. 13, "Wherefore gird up the I oins of your mnd,
be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." And
may | not say with our beloved brother Paul, 1 Cor. i. 6-8,
"Even as the testinony of Christ was confirnmed in you: so
that ye cone behind in no gift; waiting for the conmi ng of
our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also confirmyou unto the
end, that ye may be blaneless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ." p. 10, Para. 1, [ ADDRESS]

Go on, ny brethren, in well doing; encourage, | pray you,
t hose dear servants who are willing to publish the news of
a com ng Savior, the kingdom of heaven at hand. You know
how your souls were fed, and now will you feed others?
Renmenber that those who are willing to preach this good
news are many of them poor and persecuted servants; even
their own sects treat themharshly, turn themfromtheir
doors, and shut their pulpits against them And shall it be
said in that glorious day, "As nuch as ye did it not unto
one of the least of these ny brethren, ye did it not to

me," unto any of you? No, no, | pledge ny word for you.
know many of you have done otherw se by ne. Sone of you
will renmenber, when the old man was turned froma

clergyman's door and pulpit in a cold winter's night, you
opened your doors, chaffed his stiffened feet and hands,
and warnmed his cheerless heart by your kindnesses. Go thou
and do likewi se to others who are the servants of Jesus,
and a cup of cold water will not be unrewarded. Then, when
opportunity offers, forget not to communicate to the
messengers of Christ. p. 10, Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

A word to those who, by reading or hearing the Lectures on
the com ng of the Son of nman, have been convinced of sin,

of righteousness, and of a judgnent, and have fled for
refuge to the blessed Savior. | would say, hold on by
faith, let no man take your crown of rejoicing fromyou;
are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at



hi s com ng? You, undoubtedly, many of you, have been
ridiculed by an unfeeling world; you have been taunted by
t he bi goted professor; you have heard the scoffs of the
prof ane, and have soneti mes been wounded by the barbed
arrows of calummy. Let none of these things nove you;
remenber your Savior also suffered all these things in the
flesh, and that all things work together for good. Your
trials are preparing you for the kingdom The tine is at
hand. Be wat chful, and strengthen the things that remain:
for God will bruise Satan under your feet shortly. p. 11
Para. 1, [ADDRESS].

| hope to neet you where sighing and sorrowing wll be
done away, where there will be no foes, where the |ast
eneny, death, will be conquered, and the famly of the
redeened neet in one general assenbly. Oh! there will be
joy, and imortal |ife, when we shall neet again!
Therefore, let ne persuade you to be faithful, even to the
end. If any of you should feel your hearts grow cold, and
relax fromyour duty, and have strong doubts of your
interest in the kingdom go to the Bible, pray for the
Spirit of God to help you, exami ne this doctrine of the
com ng of Christ, the resurrection and judgnent; if you are
a child of God, you will |love the doctrine; if you are not,
you will hate it. Whatever you may think of yourself,
what ever doubts or fears you may have, your heart nust be

the thernoneter on this subject; your affections, |ike
qui cksilver, will rise or fall as you cone in contact with
this glorious thene. If a man |love Christ, he will love his

appearing; if he hate him he will hate to see him cone.
This rule cannot be broken. Now, if, on close exam nation,
you do | ove the thought, cast not away your confi dence,
whi ch has great reconpense of reward. The cares and
conversation of this world have choked the seed, not
destroyed it. Then |l et your conversation be in heaven,
whence we | ook for the Savior. p. 11, Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

And now to all nen who may read this address, | would say,
Sirs, what is your prospect after the scene of this short
life shall have cl osed? Have you an interest laid up in
heaven? Do you possess that religion which assimlates to
the life and exanpl es of Jesus Christ? You nust acknow edge
if there is areligion on this earth, that would be
pl easing to God, or honorable* to man, it nust be that kind
mani fested in the principles, life, and character of Jesus
Christ. If God sent his Son into the world, it was partly
to give the world a code of laws, by the which nan m ght be



reconciled to God, and worship himin spirit and in truth.
p. 12, Para. 1, [ ADDRESS].

See Appendi x, No. 2. p. 12, Para. 2, [ADDRESS].

And if that code was ever given to the world, it nust be
the Bible. Therefore, | would solemly inquire, have you
that religion? Are you prepared for eternity? Have you done
t he work which you have often prom sed God and your own
soul you would do, before death or judgnent should cone
upon you? Miust you, can you, wll you, slunber on, in your
mant |l e of unbelief, in your robes of carnal security, until
the last blast of Gabriel's trunp shall awake you to shane
and everlasting contenpt? Ch, ny friends, be w se, be
cautious how you spend your tine; it is but a span at nost,

and soon that span will run out, tinme itself with us nust
end. Be rational, be candid. Where can be the harmin being
prepared? You all in your hearts answer, none. Very well,

then, it is better to be ready and not go, then to go and
not be ready. Let ne pray you in Christ's stead, be ye
reconciled to God. There is religion for you, it is free as
the nountain brook, it is plenteous as the dew on nount
Hernmon, it is as rich as the fruits in autumm, there is
"enough and to spare,” it is ever green as the foliage in
the spring. Wiy then perish? Wat reasons can you give for
your rejection of Christ? He is the one whose day our
fathers desired to see, and kings waited for. Prophets
foretold his birth, and declared his work fromtimes of
old. And will you not believe? WIIl you not hear Mdses and
the prophets, nor Christ and his disciples? Then in vain
would it be for ne to try to persuade you to get religion:
"For if they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither would
t hey one though he went fromthe dead." Let nme close by
guoting to you the apostle Peter's words, Acts iii. 19-21:
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the tinmes of refreshing shall cone
fromthe presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before was preached unto you: whomt he
heavens nust receive, until the tinmes of restitution of al
t hi ngs, which God hath spoken by the nouth of all his holy
prophets, since the world began.” p. 12, Para. 3,

[ ADDRESS]



